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PREFACE 


THE SOURCES OF THE NARRATIVE 

This biography concerns the actions and character of a soldier 
who won great victories, and a statesman who effected brilliant 
triumphs of policy and legislation. The materials on which 
it is founded consist mainly of original documents obtained 
by me from Public Archives in India and Europe, and from 
the vast accumulation of private papers at \Yalcot, the fine 
country house which Sir Robert Chambers built for Clive. 

The duties of my office as Director of Records of the Govern¬ 
ment of India led me to pay sundry visits to Madras—the 
scene of Clive’s earliest service—and I took advantage of my 
opportunities to select from the archives in Fort St. George 
the documents which threw light on Clive's career when, in 
the full freshness of youth, he took part as a gallant soldier 
and victorious commander in the struggle between the English 
and French for establishing a solid dominion in India. In 
order to gather fresh materia! and to revise impressions pro¬ 
duced by the study uf contemporary documents written by 
Englishmen, I made frequent journeys to Pondicherry. 
Through the courtesy of the Governor, I was enabled to search 
the ancient records in the official archives, and considerable 
work was devoted to mastering their contents. A number oi 
the despatches and letters written by French soldiers, giving 
accounts of the Homeric combats which occupy this page oi 
history, were copied for me. They illustrate the chivalry of 
the French race. A judge of the Pondicherry High Court, 
who took a deep interest in the history of his countrymen in 
India, informed me that there was in the archives some im¬ 
portant evidence as to La Eourdonnais having taken a bribe 
from the English to conclude an unauthorised treuty for the 
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ransom of Madras. He also gave me an authentic copy of 
the due ume at, a translation of which is printed in the Appendix. 

During one of my visits to Pondicherry, General Macleod, 
the Consular Agent, informed me that Ranga rillai, 
the chief broker who transacted business with the natives for 
the Pondicherry Government, and was on intimate terms 
with Dupleix and his wife, had left a most important diary. 
In 1892 General Maoleod and myself brought to the notice 
of the Madras Government the existence of the diary, and it 
was suggested that the matter which it contained was of such 
interest and value that it was highly desirable that a copy 
of it should be obtained, and a translation made of this and 
published. The Madras Government, which was then pre¬ 
sided over by Lord Wenlock, readily adopted the suggestion, 
and after considerable research the undoubted originals of 
volumes i, ami t L and the last volume were discovered. Thev r 
have been transcribed* and five volumes of translation pub¬ 
lished. This diary* from which 1 have often quoted, i* of 
considerable historical value. 

The work begun by me at Pondicherry was continued at 
Paris* and I desire to tender the expression of my gratitude 
to the French ollicuds for their constant kindness and assist¬ 
ance. 1 am also deeply grateful to French Ministers for the 
indulgence accorded me to copy a certain number of docu¬ 
ments. The limit of space has allowed me to print onlv two 
of them in the Appendix. 

During a term of special duty in England, I was employed 
in examining and summarising the State Papers relating to 
Clive and the epoch covered by his career in India, kept in 
the Archives of the India Office, A large number of most 
important original documents—some of them extracts from 
the Grime Manuscripts—were copied and forwarded to me 
when I returned to India. My intention was to use them to 
illustrate the Introduction to a election of State Papers 
dealing with Clive. Eut* before I could mould the Intro¬ 
duction into form. General Sir George Chesney. K.C.B., at 
that time Military Member of the Government of India* re- 
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cj nested me to examine and arrange systematic all y P with a 
view to publication, all the State papers relating to the revolt 
of the Bengal Native Army in 1857 deposited in the different 
military offices of the Imperial Government. The editing of 
the Selections from Lhe Letters, Despatches, and other State 
.Papers relating to the Indian Mutiny proved a more difficult 
and laborious task than T anticipated, and the publication 
was delayed considerably beyond the date at which I hoped 
to conclude the work. 

During the time I was engaged in writing the History 
of the Indian Mutiny, derived from these sources, it wa^ a 
relief to withdraw from the difficult task of composition, and 
employ moments of leisure in arranging and exploring a huge 
mass of authentic materials which Clive had accumulated 
during liis lifetime. On his death these documents passed 
into the possession of his son, Edward Clive, who succeeded 
to the Irish Barony, and for twenty years sat in the House of 
Commons as Member for Ludlow, In 1784 he married Henrietta, 
sister of George, the last Herbert, Earl of Powis, and, ten 
years after, he was created Baron Clive of WaJcot in the British 
peerage. In 1799 he was appointed Governor of Madras, and 
landed at that port about the end of August. Three months 
before, Richard, Lord Mornington, the brilliant scholar and 
great statesman, who has stamped the name Marquess Wellesley 
upon the pages of the hist ory of our Indian Empire, had assumed 
the office of Governor-General. The second Lord Clive had 
inherited some of his father’s capacity for government. Soon 
after he arrived at Madras, Colonel Arthur Wellesley (after¬ 
wards Duke of Wellington) wrote : “ The truth is, he does 
not want talents, but he is very diffident of himself; and now 
that lie has begun to find out there is no conjuration in trans¬ 
acting the business of Government, he improves daily, takes 
more upon himself, and will very shortly have less confidence 
and reliance than he must have at present upon the opinion 
and abilities of those who have long done the business of t he 
country.” During the campaign against Tippoo he rendered 
substantial aid by pushing on the preparations for supplying 



Preface 


the infinite wanLs of an army in the field. At the close of the 
war he conducted with firmness and tact the negotiations 
which led to the treaty by which the territories of Arcot and 
of Lhe Carnatic Payen Ghaut passed into the possession of the 
British Government, perhaps/' wrote the Great Marquess, 
ii the most salutary and useful measure which has been adopted 
since the acquisition of the dtiwanny of Bengal Lord Clive 
was a sound administrator* desirous to extirpate every abuse* 
and on the watch for every improvement. He appointed a 
Committee of Reform, and his long Minute* based on their 
reports, is worthy to rank with the State Papers of his father. 
Many of the reforms he proposed were at once introduced. 
In the work of administration he had received loyal and able 
support from Mr* Webbe* Secretary to the Government* and 
when the Court of Directors requested him to remove that 
official from his post he remonstrated. The Court persisted 
in their order, and he resigned the Governorship. “ The 
result," said Wellesley, “ had been to drive that Honest, dili¬ 
gent, prudent, and able public servant from India/' On his 
return to England. Lord Clive received the thanks of both 
Houses of Parliament for his services, and was created Earl 
of Powis. He was succeeded in L839 1 by his son Edward* 
who took the arms and surname of Herbert only, in lieu of 


Clive, by royal licence, in accordance with the will of his 
maternal uncle, George, Earl of Paw is* The present Earl is 
the grandson of the second Earl, the direct male descendant 
of Clive* and the fifth to hold the proud title Baron Clive of 


FJassey, 

When the second Lord Clive was governing Madras he 
became acquainted with Sir John Malcolm* and their acquaint¬ 
ance in due course ripened into a close friendship. On Malcolm's 
return to England he was often a welcome guest at Powis 
Castle and WalcoL Malcolm suggested that he should write 
the Biography of Clive* and Lord Powis entrusted to his care 
the vast collection of political papers and correspondence 
brought together by his father—the founder of the Indian 
Empire, The collection is characterised by animated variety. 
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and it would be difficult to exaggerate its value for historical 
and biographical purposes. It is not practicable in this place 
to give°a full account of the papers Clive had stored during 
his strenuous lifetime. The collection consists of Minutes on 
important administrative measures which he laid before the 
Council, and the drafts of tire more important Despatches to 
be forwarded to the Court of Directors. There are Memoranda 
on miscellaneous subjects of importance, and a mountain of 
bills. Clive had, as a Factor, before he became a soldier, been 
trained in the accuracy of mercantile method, and he kept 
his accounts with the greatest precision, and filed his bills 
with the utmost care. The Company obliged their servants 
to keep duplicates of their letters, and Clive acquired his 
lifelong custom of keeping copies, often written by himself, 
of bis own letters. Among them is a copy of the first letter 
he sent to his father, when he landed at Madras, written in 
a firm, clear hand, and there are a few illegible lines written 
shortly before his tragic death. The letters written to him 
constitute numerous bundles, and those written by Stringer 
Lawrence, Eyre Coote, Forde, Watts, Scrafton, and other 
colleagues, are of the highest interest and importance. A 
number of letters written by Warren Hastings have come to 
light, and they supply an important gap in the biography of 
the great statesman who built the stately fabric whose wide 
foundations his great chief laid. There are also letters written 
by the leading statesmen of the day, and a multitude of epistles 
from all sorts and conditions of men, seeking his counsel, or 
his patronage, or his pecuniary aid. 

Soon after these abundant materials were placed at the 
disposal of Sir John Malcolm he was appointed Governor of 
Bombay, and his biographer informs us that "he thought 
that he might turn the leisure afforded to him by the long sea- 
voyage to profitable account, by digesting his materials, and 
commencing the actual composition of the biography. He 
employed some of his young friends in copying his manu¬ 
scripts-'* Malcolm embarked for Bombay on July oth, 1827, 
and he arrived there on October 20th. On November 30Lh 
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he wrote to his friend Sir Charles MeteaJfe, afterwards Lord 
Metcalfe, “ I have been busy daring the voyage with the Lite 
of Lord Clive—all his papers, public and private, having 
recently been discovered and given to me, 1 have finished 
about one thousand pages, and Elpb ins Lone, who is fastidious 
enough about such works, is quite delighted—not with my 
composition, but with the admirable letters of Clive, whom 
he thinks I have managed to make tell his own story in a 
way that is both instructive and entertaining, 1 may have 
to refer upon some points that may require looking into old 
public records, or inquiries from natives. The introduction 
and early chapters, written during the leisure of a long sea 
voyage, are the best in the Life. But Malcolm did not con¬ 
tinue to make sufficient use of the materials placed at his 
disposal. As Governor of Bombay, he had to make extensive 
tours through the Presidency, besides performing the multi¬ 
farious duties of his high office. He wrote to Sir Walter 
Scott: “ I am toiling from dawn to sunset to bring to a good 
finish the Labours of my public lire." It is a marvel that lie 
had been able to finish thirteen chapters when he departed 
from Bombay. On his return to England, Malcolm allowed 
himself to be lured into the strife of polities, and he had a 
restless longing to write a great work on the Government 
of India. The Life of Clive was neglected, and only two 
more chapters were written when Malcolm died, in 
The work was finished by a friend, and published in 1836. 
It exhibits the defects of the author and the conditions under 
which it was written. The narrative is often dull, and inter¬ 
mingled with disquisition ; the valuable matter is ill-arranged, 
the style that of the official report, and the biography remains 
an important work with intrinsic weaknesses. 

The collection of papers consigned to Malcolm's care was 
returned in a state of hopeless confusion. Some of the original 
bundles appear never to have been opened, others to have 
been broken up, and tbe correspondence and papers extracted 
for publication in Malcolm’s work were not put back. 

The present Earl, who takes a deep interest in the career 
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of his direct ancestor Robert Clive, has rendered a service to 
the student of history hy undertaking the difficult task of re¬ 
placing the folios and bundles as nearly as could be ascertained 
in chronological order, I am specially indebted to him for 
the liberality with which he placed these muniments, in which 
he delights, under my care, in order that a more thorough 
examination should be made of their contents for the purpose 

of this work. . 

Other sources, besides the Powis MSS* have been freely 
drawn upon, and it may be well to indicate briefly the 
authorities on which I have relied for specially important or 
interesting episodes in Clive's life. The story of the first siege 
of Pondicherry, which gave Clive—a young subaltern—his 
first insight into the practical difficulties of the business of 
war. is told by himself in a modest and distinct narrative, 
which is now put in print Tor the first time. The tale of the 
“ first fruitless expedition " to Tanjore is told in a memor¬ 
andum written by Clive for Orme, and here printed for the 

first time. . , „ m 

In devoting a chapter to “ The Political State of Southern 

India” I may have made the preponderance of history seem 
excessive m the story of Clives life. But it is almost an im¬ 
possible task to draw a line between history and biography m 
writing about a soldier-statesman whose career covers two 
of the most critical periods in the history of British Dominion 
in India, and who played so vital a part in fashioning them. 
The feature which distinguishes the first period is the long 
struggle between the French and English in the Carnatic, 
and it is impossible to form a just or discriminating estimate 
of the character and measures of Du pie Lx, or the conduct of 
the British, without a knowledge of the political state of India 
at that time. Without this knowledge the campaigns in 
which Clive took a leading part cannot be followed with interest 

and utility. . 

My account of the Valeonda disaster is founded on the con¬ 
temporary Journal of Captain John Dalton, whose narrative 
differs considerably from that given by Orme. The tale of 
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Clive’s capture and defence of Arcot is derived from a journal 
which Orme, who became possessed ol it in 17o2, says was 
written by a Serjeant who served in the operations of which 
he gives such a simple, clear, and accurate account. Besides 
being a contemporary narrative of a most animating military 
episode, it has a strong attraction as a revelation of the 
character of the British soldier, 

The Serjeant’s account of Ami, Clive’s first important 
victory in the open field, is here printed in its integrity, The 
history of the siege of Trichi nopoly and the stern contests 
around it is mainly told From the Madras MS, Records, the 
Fort St. David MS, Records, Stringer Lawrence's own modest 
narrative, Clive's account of “ Several Events," and l he corre¬ 
spondence of Clive and Lawrence. These letters illustrate 
the beautiful and father-like interest taken in Clive's career 
by Stringer Lawrence, who had. fired Clive’s imagination to 
be a soldier, and had told him that Trichmopoly was the 
Gibraltar of India, Among the many memoranda which Clive 
sent Orme is a narrative of the siege of Covelong, and the 
surrender of Chingleput, which Orme embellished and 
incorporated in his work. It is now printed in its original 
state. 

The account of the expedition made by the Royal Squadron 
under Watson and the King’s troops under Clive, against 
Gheria, the stronghold of Angria the pirate chief, is con¬ 
structed from the records in the Bombay archives, and from 
an Introduction to the present writer’s Selections from the 
Bombay State Papers. The origin, progress and loss of the 
settlements and factories in Bengal have been traced, in 
order that the subsequent narrative may be intelligible and 
instructive. The substance of the account appeared in three 
papers—“ Job Charnock,” " The Siege of Calcutta,” and 
*' The Tragedy of the Black Hole," contributed by the 
present writer to Black-mood’s Edinburgh Magazine. The 
sketch of the career of Job Charnock was drawn from “ The 
Diary of William Hedges,” illustrated and illuminated by Sir 
Henry Yule, and fresh 1 material gathered from the archives 
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of Madras. The account of the siege and capture of Fort 
William, and the dismal catastrophe that followed, was 
mainly told from the narratives and other writings of those 
engaged in the siege. The second volume of Orme's history 
deals with the important and interesting period of the annals 
of our Indian Empire from “The calamity which befel 
the English settlements in 1756 to the peace of 1763.” In 
his account of the calamities which befel the English settle¬ 
ments Orme omits materials for forming a fair judgment as to 
the causes which led to the siege; he enhances the errors and 
crimes of Surajah Dowla, and suppresses facts which hear 
on individual characters. Eighteen years after the siege of 
Calcutta, John Zephaniah Holwefl. who had so gallantly 
defended the fort after the dastardly flight of the Governor, 
published 41 A Genuine Narrative of the Deplorable Deaths 
of the English Gentlemen and Others who were suffocated 
in the Black Hole in Fort William, at Calcutta, in the kingdom 
of Bengal, in the night succeeding the Iftth day of June, 1756. 
In a Letter to a Friend.” The friend was 44 W, Davis, Esq„‘ T 
and the letter was written 41 from on board the Syren sloop, 
the 28th of February, 1757." In a short preface Hoi well 
informs the reader that “ the narrative lias been freely com¬ 
municated to several, and amongst them to persons of the 
first distinction; who thought it might gratify public ex¬ 
pectation, more especially if it appeared in the same natural 
and undignified dress in which they had seeu it." 

Nothing in Defoe’s 44 History of the Plague" is more 
life-like nor more appalling titan Hoi well's natural ami matter- 
of-fact narrative of what took place in the Black Hole, it 
was from Hoi well that Orme took his account of the horrors 
of that night, and Macaulay borrowed from Orme. Besides 
Hoi well, two other survivors of the tragedy have left notices 
of what occurred that night- The last four pages of the 
“ Account of John Cooke, Esq., who was in the Black Hole, 
.l imp , 1756,” refer to events after the surrender; and there 
is a very brief mention of the tragedy in 44 The Journal id 
Captain Mill, who was in the Black Hole, from, the 7th of 
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June to the 1st of July* 1756.The last half-page of i4 Mx- 
Grey, jun/s Account of the Siege of Calcutta, refers to 
the catastrophe ; and Mr* William Lindsay, in his letter to 
Qrme, dated Fulto, July, 1756* mentions it. William Tooke 
also refers to it. We have a further account of the tragedy 
by Watts and others from hearsay ; and Captain Alexander 
Grant, Adjutant-General of the Forces engaged in the defence 
of Calcutta, briefly notices it. It has been argued that it 
would be wiser to let that i,p great crime ' ’ fail under the shadow 
of the great power oblivion. But that crime cannot, any 
more than the Massacres of St, Bartholomew, Drogheda, and 
Glencoe, be effaced from the page of history- The contem¬ 
porary evidence proves that Surajah Dowla was not guilty 
of that great crime. He was sleeping far from the fort when 
the deed was perpetrated. Holwell mainly attributes the 
severity with wldeh he himself was treated to Omiehund, thc^ 
Punjabi banker. It was, indeed, a common belief at the time 
that the English owed their sufferings to the intrigue and 
resentment of Omiehund ; and letters in the old records show 
that when, after the battle of Plassey, the money sent to 
Calcutta as compensation was about to be distributed, a vigor¬ 
ous protest was raised against any restitution to Omiehund, 

* l because it is well known lie was the chief instigator of the 
massacre of the Black Hole/ 1 

The circumstances that led to the formation of a con¬ 
spiracy to dethrone Surajah DowL l amongst the Mohammedan 
officers and Hindu capitalists who were his subjects have been 
reviewed, and the urgency of the case that pressed the Bengal 
Council to accept the overtures of the chiefs and nobles of 
the Nawab's court to enter into a compact to deprive him of 
the rulers hip has been explained. The conduct of the intrigue 
was confided by the conspirators to Omiehund. The fabrica¬ 
tion of the fictitious treaty to deceive Omiehund tuc* been 
regarded as an indelible stain 11 on the memory of Clive. 
The whole transaction is here discussed by the light of con¬ 
temporary evidence, fortified by contemporary documents. 
No full discussion of the sources of the incident has been 
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attempted by any historian, but there has been nn lack of 
criticism- The chief basis of our historical knowledge must 
rest upon the statements of those who had good mentis of 
knowing the truth. The evidence reproduced in this book 
has lain buried in the Report from the Select Committee 
appointed by the House of Commons on April 13th, 1772. 

The account of the march to Piassey ami of that famous 
victory is constructed from fresh material of interest and 
importance. An exact transcription of the original record of 
tliEr Proceedings of the Council of War, signed by the Officers, 
present, from the Powis MSSh. is given. The incidents of 
Eyre Conte's fruitless pursuit of Law after the battle of Plru±&ey 
depend on a correspondence between Clive and Eyre Coote, 
preserved in the Fowls MSS., which not only reveals a half- 
forgotten episode* but throws light on the characters of Clive 
and Eyre Coote. The narrative of the disastrous campaign 
of the brave and impulsive LaUy is illustrated by a 
memorandum by John Call, the able engineer of Fort St* 
George, It contains much fresh material for the historian. 

The story how the Dutch were defeated by land and water 
is taken from a straightforward “Narrative of the Disputes 
with the French in Bengal/' Grouse's 41 Voyages/ 1 Clive's 
* 4 Evidence/' the Report of the House of Commons, and Forded 
Letters. The account of Clives residence in England in 
Chapter TV, of Yol* TL is illustrated by letters from Clive, 
Eyre Coote, Lawrence Sulivan. and by extracts from an 
original memorandum—“ Memorials as to the East Indies 
by Lord Clive ,T —written by Clive for Lord Bute. The letters 
of Eyre Coote, which are printed in the same chapter, give a 
vivid description of the final contest between France and 
England in India. 

An account is given of Clive's voyage to India, from June, 
1764, to April, 1765, from a paper in a hand which resembles 
that of Strachey. the letters of Edmund Maskelyne to his 
sister, and Clive's letters to his wife. The survey of Clive's 
second Governorship of Bengal—the last as it was also the 
most arduous work of administration he w r &s to engage in- 
in 
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has been chiefly derived from his Minutes and Despatches- 
A study of his despatches shows that his foresight was clear 
and far-reaching, liis judgment sane and sure, and his know¬ 
ledge of the facts with which he dealt comprehensive and solid. 
The true man is, however, not made known to us in his seasons 
oT victory and supreme power, but in the last record of his 
years of persecution and of the bitter moments of taunts and 
false charges. The courage did not sink, and he was still 
stirred with a zeal for the service of the kingdom he had 
governed and for causes and policies now beyond his control. 
He replied to his assailants in a speech which Lord Chatham, 
who was present during the debate, declared was one of the 
moat finished pieces of eloquence he had ever heard in the 
House of Commons." In a last speech, setting forth the 
services be had rendered his country, there is no trace of 
egotism. It is a great man's satisfaction at the great work 
he had done. 

Clive’s actions and his inmost thoughts arc now given in 
their integrity to all who read our English. History, which 
seeks first to know what was done before delivering a verdict, 
has ample original authentic materials to judge critically and 
calmly the conduct and character of the man. Men of liis 
race will remember him as a man of boundless devotion and 
charity, os a soldier of dauntless courage, a sound and brilliant 
commander of victorious armies, as a wielder, by sympathy, 
of great influence over alien races, as a statesman who, by 
the power of an unfaltering will, founded a mighty Empire. 


Iffiey, 

Oxon, 


G. W. Fohrest. 


NOTE 


My thanks are due to the Warden and Fellows of All Souls' 
College for affording the Fowls MSS. shelter, and granting me 
the privilege of conducting iny work in their splendid Library- 
In the early chapters of the work I have had the great advantage 
of the advice of Mr. C. II. Firth, Regius Professor of Modern 
History, Oxford, ami 1 also owe niv warmest acknowledgments 
to Mr. R. S. Rait, Professor of Scottish History in the University 
of Glasgow, for his helpful corrections and important suggestions 
while the sheets were passing through the press. I desire to 
record my obligations to Mr. Ilushbrook Williams, Fellow of 
Ail Souls, for the generous assistance he gave me, and to Miss 
L. >L Anstey for her explorations in the archives of the India 
Office for fresh material. Mv friend Mr. F. G. Stokes has 
rendered mo willing and valuable help in the correction of 
the proof sheets—a difficult and tedious task, owing to the 
multitude of Oriental words and names, and the infinite 
inconsistencies in their transliteration. After careful con¬ 
sideration I determined to make no alteration in the spelling 
of words and names in the passages quoted, hut, in order 
to maintain some uniformity, and that they should not be 
a non-conductor of interest to English readers, the forms 
which have become familiar to them have been adopted in 
the text, as far as possible. Complete uniformity is neither 
desirable nor practicable. 


G. W. F. 
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The Life of Lord Clive 


CHAPTER I 

1725 - 44 : EARLY LIFE—ARRIVAL £N INDIA 

M ARKET DRAYTON is a small town in a sequestered 
comer of Shropshire, not many miles from the Stafford¬ 
shire holder. The ancient timber houses convey a sense of 
prosperity and comfort lx?fitting a town which has been for 
centuries a focus of agrarian commerce. On a wooded height 
above the sloping street stands the ancient church, built of red 
sandstone, whose square sentinel tower has lightness, strength, 
and dignity. About two miles from Market Drayton nestles 
amongst its trees the hamlet of Mo re ton Say. Near if is one 
of the gates which open on the wide, undulating grounds of 
Styche, and on the brow of a slight eminence is situated the 
house which has long been in the possession of the Clives, 
The old seat commands a perfect English prospect—wide 
green meadow’s where the cattle love to browse and the stout 
oaks delight to grow, cultivated fields, wooded uplands, and, 
in the distance, the blue barrier which cuts off Shropshire 
from Staffordshire. 

A pleasant mansion, built in the Georgian sLyle. has taken 
the place of the black-and-white timber house with projecting 
wings in which was born, on September 29, 1725, one of 
England's greatest and most resolute sons. On October 2 
the baht 1 was baptized in the parish church of More ton Say. 
He was given the name of Robert, for his grandfather and 
great-grandfather had been “Robert Clive, of Stvehe, in 
B 
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Shropshire.” His father, Hi chard Clive* was so called after 
Richard Clive, of Huxley, m Chester, who also owned the small 
estate of Styche* and who lived in the days of Henry VIL 
The second Richard Clive inherited a tong pedigree and a short 
rent-roll of some five hundred pounds a year, and, thinking 
this too small a provision, ho followed the profession of the 
law. Ills letters show him a man of an affectionate nature, 
not lacking in ability, but wanting in those sterner qualities 
which are necessary for success in the actual business of tike 
profession he embraced. His wife, daughter of a Mr, Gaskell, 
of Manchester* was, unlike her husband, endowed with homely 
sense and force of character, and Ciivc always said he owed 
more Lo his mother than to any school. 

Robert Clive was a delicate child, and I hough he grew 
energetic and fearless, there never came to him through the 
length of days the voice of joy and health, lief ore he was 
three years old he was sent away from home to live with one 
of his mother’s sisters who had married a Mr. Baylejv of Hope 
Mali* Manchester* The vigorous air of Styche may have 
proved unfavourable to so frail a constitution. He had not 
been long at Hope Hall when he had a severe at Lack of illness. 
Oil December 22, I72S, Mr. Bay ley writes ; 

11 U I were given to he supers IH ions, and to believe things omin¬ 
ous E think I should omit wilting to you, lor it has been poor Bob's 
Fate to grow worse just after 3 have finished my Letters ; Iron the 
Tune of Andrew's leaving us LiH yesterday about five o'clock, lie 
was worse than at any Time yet, and the Dr discovered by oil his 
Behaviour Lhiit lie apprehended full as much danger as ever, but 
since that lime Ho has been much be!tor, and wc hope lhaL then 
was the Crisis ol the Fever* Tie slept pretty well Iasi night, anil 
when awake talked with his usual chcarfullness, and I can say is tsow 
better, and in a more hopeful way La recover than hitherto, if no 
Relapse come upon him. He is (as you may well imagine) very 
weak, but the Dr doubts not his getting more Strcnglh If the Fever 
continues (as it has began) Lo go off and leave him," * 

Two days later he sends more hopeful news : 

” I thank God I can now inform you that Bob continues better, 
and h In a very' likely way Lo recover. We hope that the Crisis of 

1 Powis MSS* 
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the Fever was on Saturday Last ahnut Noon, it having abated ever 
since. His exceeding patience is also exchanged for an eminent 
Degree of Crossness, which we take as a good Omen of his mending." 

The fever, however, returned with great violence, was 
attended with convulsions, and there was grave danger that 
the child would not recover. But death was not awaiting 
him. On January 20, 172D, Hr. Bay ley writes; 

“ Yesterday Bob came down into the Parlour the llrsl time, he 
goes on successfully with I he Bark and is very merry and good as 
it Is possible. He is poor and thin, but in a brave way, and has a 
stomach for more meat than we dare give him. Ho can run about, 
and chatters contiiiuaJJy and is always asking QucslJons.” 

The worthy man adds : “ This aflernoon Bob with some 
reluctance suffered Aunt Bay to go to ChappeL” 1 The hoy 
recovered, but the Fever was the cause, or the result, of some 
constitutional weakness that made him liable to fits of 
despondency, only overcome by the instinct* of action and of 
command. Very early did the imperative instinct display 
itself. Clive was only seven when his uncle Bay ley wrote: 

" I hope I have made a litlle further Conquest over Bob, and 
that he regards me in some Degree as well as his Aunt Bay. ] [e 
has just had a line new suit nf Cloths, and promises by this Re¬ 
formation to deserve them. ! am satisfyed that his fighting (to 
which he Is out of measure addicted) gives his temper a fierceness 
and Imperiousness that he dies out upon every trilling occasion, 
for this Reason 1 do what I can to suppress the Heroic that I may 
help forward the more valuahlc Qualities nf Meekness, Benevolence 
and Patience. I assure you Sr It Is matLcr of Concern to us, as it 
Is of Importance to himself that he may lie a good and virtuous 
man In which no care of Ours shad be wanting.” * 

The heroic was never suppressed, and the quality of meekness 
never acquired, but the benevolent and affectionate nature 
s>hone forth through the dark clouds of contention and battle. 

While still a mere child, Clive was sent to a private school 
kept by Dr. Baton, of Tvosfcock, in Cheshire, evidently a 
shrewd man, able to gauge character. He observed that 
in courage and sagacity Clive surpassed his fellows. 11 If," 
said he, “ that lad should live to be a man, and an opportunity 
1 fowls mss, > (pf 


4 


The Life of Lord Clive 

be given for the exertion of his talents, few names will be 
greater than his/* 1 From Lostoek, Clive returned to Market 
Drayton, where he was placed under the Rev* Mr. Burslem, 
the masLer of the grammar school, who wu* “ eminently skilled 
in the Latin tongue/" How long Clive remained at the grammar 
school, and what proficiency lie attained in study* wc do not 
know* but many anecdotes have been related as to bow he 
spent his playtime. He is said to have been the leader of a 
little band in all their mischievous tricks, now levying black¬ 
mail on anxious shopkeepers trembling for the security of 
their windows ; now turning his body into a temporary dam 
across the street gutter to flood the shop of an offending 
tradesman. 

The stories of Clive’s wild youth must, however, be 
received with caution- The tale of his seating himself on a 
gargoyle of the parish church is the one which rests on the 
most credible traditional evidence* It Vuis, however, been 
altered and embellished by successive writers- Clive's first 
biographer wrote ; 

fi In that town there stands, on the edge of a high hill, an antient 
Gothic Church, from the lofty steeple of which, aL the distance of 
a few feet from the top, there projects an eld stone spout In the farm 
of a dragon’s head. On this head he once seated himself, to the 
great astonishment and terror of his schoolfellows,” 1 

Sir John Malcolm relates the incident thus ; 

fi One well-authenticated and extraordinary instance is recorded 
of hi* boldness as a boy. The church at Market Drayton* which 
stand* on the side of a tiilL has a lofty steeple, near the top oT which 
is a stone spout of the form of a dragon's head. It was with no 
slight surprise and alarm, his companions* .and some of the Inhabitants, 
saw voting Clive seated on this spout* and evincing by his manner 
an Indifference, if not insensibility* to the danger of his situation.” 

Malcolm adds that 

Ji several of the oldest Inhabitant* ol Market Drayton noL only con¬ 
firm this Iact T but add, on the testimony of their parents* that Clive 

1 A- Kippis: ” Ehogntphta Britan men ” (2nd edlu), art + Clive, p* 6-1 ft. 

1 ■* His nbjccl whs to get a smooth stone which lay on Uif projoellnj* stone 
spont, lor the pleasure of jerLinji it*" ,J The writer" has heard this anecdote 
rivaled hv several of the inha hi Units- ol Drayton fc d — H1 Bioiiraphia Brltanaka " 
(2nd edit"), arh Olve* p. 645. 
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was wont to levy from some of the shopkeepers contributions in 
pence and trlHiiig articles. In compensation to himself, and the littlt 
hand he led, far abstaining from breaking their windows . . ■” 1 


Macaulay, in his essay on Clive, gives, however, an 
exaggerated impression of the boy’s daring: 

" The old people of the neighbourhood." tie writes, *' still re¬ 
member to have heard from [heir parents how Boh Clive climbed 
to the top ol the lolly steeple ot Market Drayton, anil with what 
terror the inhabitants saw him sealed on a stone spout near the 
summit.” 1 


But we have no reason for assuming that Clive did not 
ascend the steeple—or rather tower, for such it is—of Market 
Drayton by the stairs in the ordinary way. In any case, to 
sit astride the gargoyle was a daring feat for the lad to 
perform ; but Give, like Nelson, never saw fear. 

From the grammar school at Market Drayton, Clive was 
sent, in 1737, to Merchant Taylors’ in London, 3 and he was one 
of the first of the many illustrious men who, by the life and 
discipline of a public school, were prepared for the work of 
founding and governing an empire. In 1739 he was removed 
to a private school, kept by Mr, Sterling, at Hemcl Hemp¬ 
stead, in Hertfordshire, in order, as we may reasonably con¬ 
jecture, to be taught the science of book-keeping and the fine 
art of penmanship—accomplishments which the directors of 
a trading company considered of far greater importance than 
an acquaintance with the authors of Greece and Rome.* 

Clive's father had always formed great hopes of the high 
destiny of his eldest sou. At first he was desirous that the 
boy should follow' his own profession. But the younger sons 
of squires hail begun to come home with large fortunes made 
in a few years in India. To a boy of good understanding 


i*' Life of Hebert, Lord Clive,” Vul. U p. 35 lUi3ti)- 
i *■ Critical and Historical Essays/' YnL III., p. 112(1443). 
aHoberL Give, bom 29 th September, i 7 ^a. - - . 'The usual dale 

signed to kiEs liirth Ls Mlh February, 1726. hut the Probation Lists give the 
fbav" . - ■ Left tto school in 17 * 1 .'—c. J. Robison: A Hegls w ol 

LhE SchoLura Admitted Into Merchant Taylors' Scliutil tram a,ik lob2 la 

* WflrrL-si Hastings vias removed iruin Westminster mid placed for a lime 
under the tuition uf Mr. Smith, the teacher ut writing and giants at Cnrlsta 
Hospital—’” Memoirs Warren Hastings/' by the Rev. Oh R- Gltdfc, YgL L, 
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and strong will it offered the best field of enterprise. A post 
in the service of the East India Company was sought, and 
we iind the following entries in their Court Minutes 

■* At a Court of Directors liokJen on Wednesday the 15th December* 
1742 * * * 

« The Court proceeded to the Choice of Writers for Fart *SL George, 
Bombay, and Bengal, and the following Persons being 1mllolled for 
were chosen accordingly, vizi.— 


William SrniLh King 
Robert Clive 
Henry Cope 
John Walsh 
Samuel Bankes 
John William Speck 
John Andrews 
John Pybus 


For Fort St. George 


" And they being called in were acquainted therewith * * * 

aJ At a Court of Directors bolden on Wednesday the 5th January, 
1742 [1743}— 

** The following Securitys were approved of, vtzL—Richard Clive, 
of Cop th till Court p Gentleman ; 

" Mr. George Wapple, of Ladd Lane, Merchant * w for Robert 
Clive, Writer, fur Fort SL George, In £500." * 


The foundation of Fort St. George, the presidency to which 
Robert Clive was appointed, was due to the struggle between 
the Portuguese, the Dutch, and the English, as to who should 
enjoy the trade between India and the Spice Islands. In 1011, 
eh veil years after Elizabeth had granted the first charter to 
“the Governor and Company of Merchants of London trading 
into the East Indies, 11 Captain Hippon was dispatched by the 
directors of the India Company in the ship Globe to open a 
trade with the Coromandel Coast* He was accompanied by 
two Dutch merchants, Peter Moris and Lucas Antheuais.* The 


English and Dutch were both attracted to the eastern coast 
of Hindustan by the same object. They wished to purchase 
painted cloths, or Indian cotton goods, and take them to the 
Moluccas in exchange for spices to be sold in Europe. The 
Glulw touched at PuUcat, where the Dutch hud established a 
J Court Minute*, V*L LX., pp* 132, SO*. 

1 Tilt? Journal of Frier Flwris. is in the Judiu CtiHcc. LxLr^cl^ L'utu U were 
prluteLk by Punjuii, 
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factory and built a fort. The Dutch governor refused to 
allow the English to trade. Hippun, therefore, left Pulieat 
and coasted up the Bay of Bengal till he reached Masulipatam, 
at the mouth of the Kistna, then the principal port of that 
part of India. At Masulipatam the English managed to 
establish a small agency p which was put under a chief, and 
a council was chosen from the merchants, fifteen years 
later, in IG2G, a factory was established and fortified at Arma- 
g(}ji A a roadstead south of Masviliputaiii, and about fort} mdt.s 
north of Pulicat, It was the first fortification erected by the 
English in India. In Lhe year 1G2S-9 Arnmgon b described 
ns defended by twelve pieces of cannon mounted round the 
factory, and by a guard of twenty-three factors and soldiers. 
The factory at Masubpatara waw transferred in 1629 to this 
fortress owing to the oppression of the native governor. But 
Armagon was not a good entrepot for the supply of cotton 
goods, and three years later the agency was again established 
at MaauUpatam. 

In 1039, Francis Day, one of the council at Masnlipalam, 
was sent to examine the country in the Vicinity of the station 
which the Portuguese, who were then friendly to us f had 
established at St. Thom£. 1 Day 

11 was Inordercd to gne Ltiwurds St. Thorn:iy to see what payntiiiga 
those parts doth ailord, as alsue lo see whether any place were tilt 
to forilfte upon/* 

In August of the same year, three years before the uuLbreak 
of the Civil War in England» Day, “ have mg e Dispatch! what 
hoe was sent about,” returned to Masulipatam and told his 
colleagues wliat he had done. 

i+ And. first, lice makes it appearc to us that at a place Called 
Madras pa tarn, near* St. Thomoy, the best paintings are made* or 

t Allred the Great sent on embassy, under Bishop Slgjitbu of Shetbome, 
to do honour to liifr tomb erf a Holy Thomas. Gibbon Junta ths-t the envoys 

no farther than AL'KisfuicLi. the great centfi-lHjlnt of Um Ensl uml West, 
where they collected thuir cargo und Invented a k i tk-mJ. According luis 
legend o! antiquity the Gospel was preached hi India by St. Thomas Recent 
research ]ius shown that it was preached in Ike elghlh century by tkoiims 
G imE ff t fin Armenian mcrahnnk as Mnreu Polo was informed on ttu' ^pol T at 
Melinpur (MoifiUajHir), the oativEJ name for st. Thamt* 

» p;jyuiLugs, painted clotlis, l.c. ethnic. 
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as good as anywhere on Ibis Coast, likewise ExellanL long Cloalh, 
Morrces, 1 and percuUa \ui which wee have scene Musters), and 
better Cheape by *20 per cent. lhen anywhere Eke, The Nague* 
of that place is very Desirous of utir residence then 1 , for liee hath 
made us very fnyre proffers to that Effect; lor, first, hee proffers 
to hulld a forte* in what manner wee please* upon u high plott of 
ground ndjoyueinge to fire sea. where a ship of any Earthen may 
Ride within Muskett shot!. Close by a river which is Cope able of 
a Vessel of 50 Tonns ; and. upon possesion given us by him, and 
nol before, to pay what Charges hee shall have disbursed." * 

Day was “ di-speeded" back to Madraspatam, and so 
important was the new acquisition considered that llie agency 
at Mnsulipatam directed him to begin building te the Forte” 
without waiting for the orders of the Court from England, 

The fort, ns first erected, was but a small place, not a 
quarter of a mile long, only a hundred yards wide from cast 
to west, and situated in the north-east corner of the present 
furL Five years after its first erection its total cost had been 
only Rs. 23.000, and the highest estimate of a sufficient garrison 
was one hundred soldiers. In 1652, thirteen years alter its 
foundation, it was considered safe with a garrison of twenty 
men. No great change was made in it for a century. 

Clive sailed t4 from England towards Madras* ” on board 
the Winchester* a vessel of about .100 tons, one of the Com¬ 
pany’s ships. This was only her third voyage. Gabriel 
Steward was commander and John Samson chief mate. The 
log kept by them 5 is among the “Marine Records” at 
the India Office, and the- water-stained and almost illegible 
pages tell a story a_s exciting as any embodied in 14 The 
Principal Navigations, Voyages, Traffitjues and Discoveries of 
the English Nation,” compiled by Richard Hakluyt, On 
March 10, 174D t the IF htchcsttr left the Thames* and on 
** Sunday, 20 March 17M/B , . . * Lay too for the fleet 
and some Mercht. Ships to come out of Plymouth, In 

1 mu try (muri), purple-red cloth. 

1 ivreaUfl (parkalui, tspEuigicd cot tern cloth. 

3 MaSk H jKikqut 1 {/jayirA), a ruler, provincial governin'. 

The Founding uf Fort SL George, Madras/' by Wibitim Foster p W 

^ Lc .[4 uf ihe Wincherltr, Captain Gabriel Steward, taetti-rifd bv .John Sam- 
son, T<i Madras, Calc alia and T^lUcJiLrrv. Log begins 1 Ul-c” 174*> and 
eutla IS March. i?4d. J 
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Company with the Stifling Castle of 70 Guns, Capt* Clenland, 
the Princess Louisa, Capt. Pinson, and 26 Sail of small 
Merchantmen, unbent our Cables and Stowed our Anchors/' 

When the Winchester sailed, England and France liad be¬ 
gun to contend against each other in the War of the Austrian 
Success ton. and it was to protect them from French privateers 
that the fleet was convoyed by ILMJ5* Stirling Castle. The 
two Indiamen were soon left to make their voyage to the 
Eastern seas. Bui they did not long pursue their way together. 

On Monday, April 18, 1748, at 8 p.m + 1 the Princess Louisa 
fired a gun as a signal to the Winchester to alter her course* 

“ We shortne d Sail ami went under an Easy Soil, VlzC our top¬ 
sails on the Caps, till J past 12 a.m.. at which time we saw Ihe land 
bearing SAY* upon which we wore Ship bred a Gun hung four lights 
up the Mizen Shrouds and fired false fires as a Propt-r Signal of 
Danger/' 

At l A.M., finding the Princess Louisa drew from them very 
fast, 

" we Wore Ship and stood to Itio N.Wd. alter her, at two Do T she 
fired Lyvo Gunns/* 

It was the last they heard* 

" At 4 A.M. the body of the Isle of May 1 bore SAV* h S. distance 
about four Miles; at Break of day could not see the Loti iso, upon 
which we Tack'd and slood Lo Ihe Shoals again, soon after we saw 
her among the Rocks without ever a Mast Standing and the Sea 
making a free Passage over her/* 

They stood ns near her as they thought they could do 
with safety, tacked and lav to* The pinnace and yawl were 
hoisted out, and the captain sent them, 41 tn go to Endeavour 
to save the men if Possible/ 4 

" 1 wenL within hail of them, hut found the Sen Run to high 
Sl Break that we could not venture any further, they waved their 
Halts and Call'd to us but we could not distinguish what they said. 
We went on hoard our own Ship again, took two Coyles of small 
Rope and a Cmpnail , . „ so as to take some of the men out, hut 

when we Came there her upper works was alt wash'd away, nothing 
to be seen but the Bowsprit > some of her Top Timbers, and not a 
man to be seen, then we went on board, hoisted our Pinnance in. and 

1 One of the Ciipe Verd isLmJi. 
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Made San, there being no possibility of saving anything. And am 
Affriud there Is not a mem alive of them to led their Tak\ Ji 

Same, however, lived to tell the tale, though the ocean 
swallowed seventy. After spending three days at Santiago 
(another of the Cape Yerd islands], the Winchester sailed from 
“St. Jago towards Madras” It was the constant prac¬ 
tice of vessels* bound for the Indies to use the North-East 
trade wind to carry them right across the Southern Atlantic 
until they could pick up the South-East trade wind which 
would take them round the Cape* The North-East trade 
blew merrily, and the Winchester sailed across the Southern 
Atlantic For Brazil. For tw enty-four days all went well with 
them. Then* 11 Tuesday May 17th 1743. Between 3 and 
4 o Clock a + m. to our great surprise found the Ship to Strike. 
When notwithstanding all our Endeavours she was so Fast 
ii Ground that she would neither veer nor stay*’ 5 At daylight 
they saw “ seversll small Vessels in Shore at an Anchor, and 
a place which seemed to be a large Town to the S.W. of us. 
We hoisted our Co I lours, when l here came on board a small 
boat and several Catamarans with some Portuguize who 
informed us the Govemour hvd at a place call'd Pernambuco,” 
About II a.m. there came to them * L the most experienced Pylot 
of the coast. tr Acting on his orders they landed all their sails 
and all the lt Treasure 1 ' belonging to “the Honble* Company/ 3 
“ Made a tent upon Lhe Sand in which the Treasure was putt, 
and guarded by a Company of Soldiers. Struck Yards and 
Topmost/ 1 A week passed before Lhe lightened sliip was got 
into 6 fathoms of water, where they moored* The pilot informed 
them that they must lie where they were until the month 
of September or October before they could get the sliip up 
to Pernambuco “ on account of the had weather they gener¬ 
ally have between this and that time/’ In June the wild 
gales compelled them to “go back,” and they “hired some 
PorLuguize and set them to work to build a house to put our 
Masts* Yards, Rigging. &c* nut of the weather/ 1 The bat¬ 
tered ship had to be repaired from stem to stern, and the crew 
found it hard, monotonous work in the damp heat. 
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At length, on September 22. 17-13, “ the Pylott came 
oil board to Curry vis into the Harbour,” There was still 
much to do, and two months passed before they “ began 
to heave the ship down: in about 2 hours had her keel out, 
ihid she makes but little Water, so as to keep her free with 
one Pump, if she continues so till tomorrow morning the 
Carpenters will begin on her bottom," The work now pro¬ 
gressed fairly rapidly, and on Saturday, February 11, 1744, 
the Winchester weighed anchor, anti 41 saluted the Fort with 9 
Gunns which number they returned. Stood to the No. Ward." 
During the nine months he was detained at Pernambuco Clive 
acquired a knowledge of Portuguese, wliieh was afterwards of 
service to him. After leaving the Brazils a storm fell upon 
them, and they had to put in “ atfc Cape Bona Esprance,” and 
“ found riding here His Majesties Ship the Centurion of GO Gunns, 
Commadore Anson, the IFurrcid:. Captain Nlizner, and the 
Salisbury, Captain Burrows, all for England, and Eleven Sail 
oi D Lit eh Tudiamen. ' Eleven days later they again weighed 
(7th April 1744) and sailed north-east ward, till on 

" Friday 1 June 1744. Att 7 p.n. came too In Madr ass Ruad 
With the B Bower in 10 fathoms Water it |. Found Riding here, the 
Montague, Captain Freeman * the Prince of Wales, Captain Pelley • 
and the Winchelsea, Captain Baron, At Sun Rise Saluted the 
Fort with 9 Gunns, and tile Govern nur with 21, Was Saluted 
hy the Montague and Winchelsea with 7 Gunns each, far which we 
returned 13." 

The landing of Clive at Fort St. George as a writer, at the 
age of 17, marks the first point of a career which w‘os to slmpp 
the destiny of the whole continent. There was little bright¬ 
ness in the dawn at Fort St. George to awaken hope. He 
was in an alien land, without money or friends, and sick for 
home. Frequent correspondence between the exile and the 
loved ones whom he Iiad left at home did nut in those days 
mitigate cruel separation, Clive landed on the southern coast 
of India at the time when Lhe monsoon or season of south¬ 
west storm was approaching, and only a few coasting ships 
anchored in the open roadstead some miles off the dangerous 
coast. The homeward bound East Indiuiiien liad sailed, and 
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it was not till September, when the monsoon, began to lose 
its force, that he find an opportunity of sending his first letter 1 
liimoimemg his arrival. It was written to Ins father in the 
stiff old style 

Hon 1 * It Is with no small Satisfaction that I can inform you 
of my safe Arrival at Fort St. George, after the long and Dangerous 
Passage, and the many lucnnveniencies which by lhal means we 
have met with. 1 can also acquaint yon of my enjoying fi perfect 
State of Health ever since my Departure from England, which 1 
think is sonnet hang remarkable, considering the different Change of 
Climates, and so many Misfortunes which generally from thence 
ensue, especially as i have been accustomed to live In one of the 
most moderate Climates in the World. I shall now make it my Duty 
to inform yon In what Manner I have acted with respect to my 
Expenccs. which Indeed are very considerable* tho L used all the 
Prudence and Frugality 1 was then Master off ; I must confess al 
my first selling out from. England was a til Lie Cureless and lost several 
of my Things on the Coast of tirnsil, tho I can assure yon I am nut 
the only Person by many who have met with Iht! like Misfortune, 
it heing impossible to avoid it considering Ihe fright and Confusion 
we were oil in at the Slops tirst running on Shore. I hope you’d 
be so candid as to excuse nit and impute it to want cf Experience 
rather than any cureless Extravagant habit in my Nature : since 
I can assure von 1 have so much instructed myself In the Way 
of the World, as easily Lo foresee the bad Consequences that must 
attend such misdemeanours, and am willing to undergo your Dis¬ 
pleasure If ever I am glibly of the like Folly : We lay at the Brnsils 
upwards of nine Months, during which Lime I receive! of Captain 

Stewart. Neccsnrys to the Value uf Len Founds, 10 and about 
forty 40 Shillings In Money, the p r Centage being charged makes 
it more, of which 1 gave you an Account at the Cape of Good 
Hope ; I found my own BrakeZ&st almost all the lime since our 
first Arrival on that Coast, and what with the Expence of Washing, 
and lining for iny Cloaths, 1 persuade myself you wont think 1 have 
been Extravagant. Upon my Arrival at this Place I immediately 
waited on the Govemour and" hud the Honour to dine with him also 
deliver’d him my Letters of Recommend a I ton, but when I enquir’d 
after Mr. Benyon, was inform'd he had embark'd from this Place 
towards England about I Months ago, upon which I advis'd with 
the Captain i also mudt bold lo open Ihe Letter directed to Mr. lien yon* 

i Malcolm glues a brief summary of this Mler in his 1,1 M empire of Lcrd 
Clive." Hi 1 writes, p. 40: " The whole of th e lost jjllt L of this letter be lug Lost* we 
lire left hi the ilarfe us It! Its Jute, und such ottur partlciihir* ui lie may have 
CQiumLuikated." A compkLe copy uf the tetter, written by (live htmscif, 
wa^ however, discovered by me among the Powis MSS.* lu an old packet of 

bills dated 1733 and i?5^ 


13 


Early Life—Arrival in India 

where 1 found a Letter of yours Inclos'd with Orders for him to receive 
the Bag of Dollars, upon which Account I waited on Govcmour 
Morse* end enquir'd if he had receiv'd any Letters relating to the 
Money, which 1 thought not improbable, as Mr. Bcnyon was gone 
borne, and our Passage had been so much prolong'd, but Finding my¬ 
self mistaken, I receiv'd the Money of Captain Stewart, and have 
given him a Receipt for the same. Some of Ihe Factors and Writers 
were so good as to inform me of the Customs and Manners of 
the Place, and with their Advice, I sold the Silver for our hundred 

W r e 

thiriy seven Pagodas thirteen Fanouts sixty Cash 137 : 13 : Hb which 
in Stirling Money is valued at about fifty four Pounds Sixteen Shi dings 
4 ’ *; ^ 

and Sixpence 54 : 16 i G. You must needs think that so long 
a Passage has made me very hare of all Wearing Apparrel, as Tor 
the Cloaths brought out of England, 1 have none that arc of any 
Service to me except my double Alepine 1 Coat, my laced Wastccoat 
H long enough, hut cannot button ft, so have taken Ihe Lace of, 
and put it on a W'astecoat made of this Country Silk ; and in respect 
to Llnnen was so greatly reduc'd, that I have been oblig’d to get 
Shirts and Slocking ol some of the Gentlemen on board, and thought 
myself very lucky in tiring provided, else shou J have been oblig'd 

to gu naked, and have paid them at mv Arrival on this Place, eight 

r v 

Pagodas, thirty, two Fanams, 8 : 3^ w cU is about three Pounds 

€ * 

ten Shillings 3;1(i Stirling Money: When I had computed the 
Expence that it wou'd stand me in providing Furniture for my Rooms, 
Li mien and other vy earing Apparel, I found it woud amount lo the 
full ]f not more, than the Sum you sent out with me, so found it 
impossible to avokl taking some things of Cilplain £ Lew-art ± and he 
has not only charg'd men very extruardinary Price upon them* but 
also fifty p r CenL on Lhe Money, so LhaL what with the Percentage, 
and what with the Advantage gain'd on lhe Goods, it amounts to 

i « it 

thirty Pounds one Shilling and Sixpence 30 : 1 : 6. J think lie has 
acted a very ungenerous part in charging me such extraordinary 
Prizes, as 1 am persuaded no other Cap* but himself woa'd have 
been so unreasonable, and I rcaly believe bad these things been 
bought in England at prime Cost, without the percentage, both 
this Bill, and that drawn at lhe Cape, woud not am 1 to above fifteen 

4 

Pounds* 15. But when 1 had consider'd that J had not yet heard 
from you* and that it was very probable I shou'd not tit! next Year 
at the furthest, as all the Ships hound to this Place are arriv'd except¬ 
ing two, as we are inform'd there is a french War, and an Invasion 
intended. It is every Persons Opinion lhat there is an Embargo laid 
on these two Ships, especially as lhey are not yet Arrivd, so that 
before I can have the Pleasure of hearing from you. It will be almost 


J Alcpbie, a material made of wool and Bilk, or of mahalr and cation. 
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three Years, from my departure from England : so thought It the 
most prudent and safe Way to ifo as before mention'd, tho upon 
such disadvantageous terms, rattier than any Way detriment myself, 
hy running in Dept* which wou’d not only be a means of Incurring 
the Companys Displeasure, hut very likely of being turn'd out of 
their Service, there being many Instances of the Jikc Nature 
have happen^ to several Gentlemen in this Place by such imprudent 
Practi7.es ; Mr, Stratton fourth of Council Is at Ibis present lime 
suspended* only upon the bare Report of a Man wh* did It. with a 
Design to ruin him : The Company have given itrict Orders to enquire, 
whether we arc Persons to whose Conduct they may entrust their 
A flairs, and have impower'ri them, either to degrade, or turn out r 
such Persons us dont behave consistent with their Promises ; and 
indeed most uf them seem to he a set of very prudent ami Indus¬ 
trious People, some few excepted i l think myself not only very happy, 
hut infinitely oblig'd to yeti for my Education, and as it has render'd 
me in a fair Way of improving my Talent* I flatter myself with y* 
Hopes of enlarging tenfold : I have sent you an Account flf the things 
I reccivd of Captain Stewart; You may very reasonably conjecture 
that I have been very negligent with Respect to my Ruckles, as Mr. 
Verc was so kind as to make me a Present of a set ol Silver ones* 
which 1 hud the Misfortune to louse by a very unforseen Accident, 
which had nigh cost me my Life* having lumErLYI overboard, whilst 
I was standing on the Poop of the Ship as she was laying at an Anchor 
on the Coast of Brasil, and shoud certainly have been drowned, there 
being a very great Sea and much Wind, if the Cap L had not Accident¬ 
al [y met with a Bucket and a Rope tied unto It* which he threw out 
of the Balcony to me, 1 having the good fortune to lay hold of it \ 
I then lost my Shoes off my Feet, and with them my Silver Buckles, 
also a Ilat and Wigg* With respect to my WJggs two of them are 
too little, which 1 have not as yet dispos'd of, one J wore out on 
the Coast of Brasil, and having but one lelt, thought it necessary 
to take one ol Lhe Cap 1 , I hope you'll he so kind as not ta take 
Exception at the Wine, as there are no other Sort of Drinkables 
here but that, and Punch* and as 1 always shidi drink iL with Water, 
inlriid to make it serve me a whole Year. As for the Glasses Knifes 
Pewter Spoons ^c 1 1 tooke them for the Reasons above mention'd, 
which I persuade myself YouMl think was absolutely necessary; 
I idso took ten Yards oT Camlet to make me a Shewt of Cloaths, as 
I had none kit hut my Allepiine Coat and one Duroy 1 D" i have 
fienL you Inclos'd a Lilt of things which 1 bought upon my Arrival 
at this Place, and r fancy you'll be surpris'd ai lhe Quantity of Lmrnn 
*** menlion'd in the Bill, Lherc being a greater Stock than is needful 
in England, for in this Place there are none but what put clean Umien 
on every Day, and indeed the greatest Part shift twice, upon Account 
of the intolerable Heat, which sweats them to that Degree, that 

1 A coarse wolkm fabric. 
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they are just as if they had been dipt in si River* with nit their Cloaths 
on, ami upon that Account they generally wear such things as can 
he wash'd again, besides Lhe Washmen live three or four Miles in 
the Country, and bring the Linden liuL once a Month, they make 
no use of soup liere 1 hut beat Lhe Shirts tilt they are clean against 
a Stone, so that in eight or ten times washing they are ad in rags. 
As for Furniture I flatter my sc IT yon wont think t have acted with 
any Kxtravangancy, as the Company's Rooms allow'd us are entirely 
bear of All Manner of Such sort of Hungs, and it was as much us even 
I con'd do to get them clean'fl out and Whitewash'd at Lhe Com- 
panys Expence, being oblig’d to live at a public k House upon thal 
Account for seven Days* which stood me in half a Pagoda a Day 
only Lhe bear Victuals being Allow’d but one Bold of Punch, and 
one BoLtle of Wine, let there be ever so many* The Companys Allow¬ 
ance is eight Pagodas twenty three Fan a ms p e Month* out of which 
y* Money paid far Servants Wages, Washing, Candles, and many 
other Neccssarys belonging to Housekeeping, together with the 
Dearness and Scarcity of Provisions, makes it as much as ever wo 
can do to live upon that Allowance ; 1 have senL you a short Account 
of Lhe Money deducted for Servants Wages and oLher Particulars ; 
As i have nothing more to add rm tins Subject, I shall only make 
it my Request that in what I have acted amiss* You'll be so good 
as to excuse, as It fs upon such an Extraordinary Occasion J: which 
1 hope will never happen again. If you shouM think it Advise able 
to advance me some Money, I con'd nut only make considerable 
Advantages by il f by saving wherewlLball out of the Interest to 
defray Expences in Ljoathmg and other N^cessarys, hot con'd also 
Increase the Principal very considerably, 1 can Assure you we have 
cqualy the same Prlvilrdflcs when Writers* as Factors* and 1 dont 
doubt hut you’ll take it into your Consideration; Money is let out 
here at Respondent in from 16 to 32 p r Cent* besides many other 
Ad vantage^ by Private Trade and il you shoud think proper 
to favour my request, by entrusting it efghtcr inlo the Hands of 
some of Hit! Gentlemen of this Place, or any oilier Way which you 
shall judge most convenient, I shad think myself Infinitely m Duty 
hound to you, and shall thankfully acknowledge the Favour. I 
have senL you an exact Account of all the Companys Covenanted 
Servants as they are station'd. ] shall always make it my Duty 
to behave worthy ifc deserving of your Conlidencc, and EsLeem, 
and am willing to give up all Pretensions to your Favour in case I 
dont behave with that Sobriety and Diligence which is expected* 
As a Recommendation to some of the GcntX men in this Place woud 
be ii means of being better acquainted, and more fully instructed 
of the Customs and Advantages nf this Country, 1 shoud be very 
glad H you coil'd get me recommended to some of them for that 
Purpose : When 1 was In England I remember you entertain'd Hopes, 
of removing me to Bengal, which wou'd he much more Advantageous 
to me, as it weu'd not only reduce my Expe-nces, els all Manner of 
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Provisions are much cheaper, hut also allows greater Liberty of 
Merchandising, & trade is In a much more nourishing Condition, 
than at Fort St, George, there being three times the Number of Ships 
always in constant Employ, and any of the Company Servants may 
trade as largely as they please, there fore make It my Request you'll 
make aU the Interest you can to remove me, there has been two 
Writers remov'd there very lately, so Palter myself w L '' the Hopes 
of Succeeding. I can acquaint you of the Agreable News of my time 
being Accounted for Since the Arrival of the first Writers, hi Ihe 
Year 1743, and as I have thoroughly instructed myself in thu Portu- 
geese Language, at will something alleviate my unfortunate Slay 
at the Bras its. as we have Dayly several Instances of Persons he tug 
made Factors, whereof we hear two are coming out this Year. I 
don't doubt but you'll make use of all possible means for my Advance¬ 
ment. The World seems to he vastly debas'd of late* and interest 
carries it entirely before Merit, especially in this Service, tho I shoud 
think myself very undeserving of any Favour, were I only to build 
my Foundation on the Strength of the former: I have been contriving 
a Scheme conreriling my Cousin Bobby, but whether It may take 
Effect, or whether my l r nele may care lo entrust him In these ParLs, 
1 am entirely at si Loss to know. The Company keep two Clergymen 

i 

at this Presidency at one hundred Pounds p E Annum each iUO, 
besides twelve Pagodas p T Month, which Is about fifty Seven Pounds 

,1 T 

twelve Shill 1 57 : 12 more, together vviLh other Perquisites, now 
as their Is a Vacancy of one of I hem if you eoud get him chose for 
this Place, I cant foresee any better Provision that can be made 
for him in England, they have equally the same Privilege of trading, 
as the Company* Covenanted Servants, and indeed if we had nothing 
more Lo depend oil blit Hide Allowance, it wouri be to very llLlIc 
purpose for us to spend our time here* of which Truth I believe you 
may be very easily convinc’d, when you peruse the List 1 have sent 
you. E beg leave to recommend Mr, Stinson to vour Favour, he 
"having behav'd with a great deal of Conduct and Prudence, and 
seems to be thoroughly reform'd of ail past Misdemeaoers* being well 
persuaded of the bud Consequences that attend a Debauch'd and 
extravagant Life ; He's a Man of exceeding good Sense, i£ I think 
it a great Pity that persons endowed with sudi Qualifications, shou'd 
make so bad a use of them : 1 believe Cup* Stewart wHl give you 
-Such an Account of him, as you may venture to employ him in any 
Affair ol Confidence and Trust, & if you cou'd make interest to 
get him out Purser, with your Assistance: we con'd drive on a very 
considerable Trafltck: for my part I shall let no Opportunity slip 
of improving myself in everything where I can have the least View 
of ProEfit: I can Assure you my stay in this Place is in every respect 
pleasant, & satisfactory to me, as it is hack'd with the Hopes* (if 
it please God to preserve my IJfe) of being able to provide lor myself, 
& also of being of Service to my Relations* and shou'd al this time 
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as much as lies In my Power* he glad of serving You in this Part 
of the World* if my Mother. Sisters* or any of tlic Family, shoti’d 
want any Silks, Stuffs, Tea. ('al]icocs T or any oilier Productions which 
the Country Affords, upon Notice given I will be sure LG provide and 
send them by the first Opportunity. I shoit’d be glad If you wou'd 
send me some Europe Stuffs for Cloatlis with their Trimmings, also 
some AVigs, Shots, and Hals* and I shall thankfully acknowledge 
the Favour. Camblets, BurrugOdS, 1 and Dnroys lu[rn] to a very good 
account in the Place, especially [hose of a Gaudy Colour ; My not 
hearing from you milker me Very uneasy, and were it not for some 
little Hope 5 Lhal these two laLter Ships which are expected, have pa^s't 
this Place* and gone: to Bengal* my time wou'd he very hurt hen so me 
to me* ns there is a great Part of the Year in which we have no Employ¬ 
ment. and having no manner of Acquaintance, hut with my Brother 
Writers, [ Elnd it of great disadvantage to me, however shall endeavour 
to employ my Time in reading, and all other Diversions, which may 
be of Service to me* & if you'll indulge me so far as to send 
me out some Boohs for that Purpose* I shall be very much oblig'd 
to you. a little News wou'd he also very agrtahle to me. I beg the 
Favour of you when you write me. that you'll be so good as to send 
the Letters* to the India House to be put In the Packet* transcribe 
at the Bottom p r (Irsl Ship, as they very oEten neglect the first oppor¬ 
tunity unless reminded by such Memorials; I wou'd Advise not to 
enLrusl any of them on Board* as the Gentlemen very often either 
through Carelessness loose them* or else by neglect forget to deliver 
them; If you shoud Lhink proper to send me out any Money, wou'd 
advise you to send it to the India House, ami there by paying into 
the Company's Cash I or any other into whose Hands you please 
to entrust it, may receive the- Value of It either in Pagodas, or Rupees, 
the currant Coin of this Place* or else by paying two & and half p T 
Cent, you may send it in any Species you please, ol which that you 
sent out with me is Lhe best hfing old Pillar [dollars] ■ This laLter 
Method is the most generally made use of because it Is the most advan¬ 
tageous, the former {or flrsL) being us'd by Persons who pay their 
Money io this Place, receive the Value of it in Kn gland ; I shall send 
Duplicate of this Letter, lest by any Misfortune the Original sboud 
miscarry together with alt Occurrences thal in the Interim may 
happen in [lie Postscript. I beg leave lo remember my Duty lo 
my Mother. Love lo my Sisters, & Service to all distant relatives and 
JFrieuds* - . - anil Mr. Bavlcy , . , ?] of whom 1 shall always retain a 
thorough Sons*; of Cralitude lor lhe many Favours I stand mdepLed to 
him for* and so conclude heartily wishing You. my Mother, all Relations 
& Friends length ol Days* Prosperity* and Success iu all your, and 
their Undertakings* and am in the meantime studious to be thought 
Your most Ob 1 £ Dntilul Son 

Fort St. George Rgb t Clive, 

lOfJi September 1744. 

* Coatsi camlets. 
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PS, — I have just now receiv'd the News of Captain Stewarts 
Death, by the Mercury, who died at Bengal three days after his Arrival 
ilk that Place and was always a very nuLcd Man tor a strong Constf- 
Lulion but hail the Misfortune to get a Fever which In these hot 
Cofintries are sure either to recover or die in three or four days. 

The next letter , 1 full of warm feeling was written td his 
uncle* 

Dear Uscl.il ,—The concern that it gives me to think that I have 
neglected so necessary a Branch of my Duty, in nod writing to you 
before, has stamped on my mind no small Impress ion p and should 
esteem myself very happy, If a sincere and hearty acknowledgement 
of my fault might be accepted of: 1 do assure you It did not pro¬ 
ceed from any Slight or Contempt, but rather from a Lightness 
and Instability of Mind, which naturally attends all School Boys, 
who have not the lea^l thought of time past* or to conic, and as f 
am well persuaded, rm one understands the Frailties and Imper¬ 
fections of Youth better than yourself* I flatter myself you"U be 
so candid as to impute It lo that cause: I shall always retain a due 
sense of Gratitude for lbu Many Obligations & Favours you have 
laid me under, & the pleas an L and delight full days I have spent 
with my kind Relations and Friends in Lancashire, refreshes & enter¬ 
tains my mind, with very Agreeable Ideas. 3 must confess at Intervals 
when I Ihink of my dear Native England. It affects me in a very 
particular maimer, however knowing It lu be for niv own Welfare, 
rest content and patient, wishing Lhe views for which my Father 
sent me here, may In all Respects be fully accomplished. If I should 
be so far blest as lu revisit again my own Country* hut more especi¬ 
ally Manchester (the centre of all my Wishes), all that I could hope 
or desire for would be presented before me in one view. 

If yen'll favour me with a Letter, I shall thankfully acknowledge 
the same* 1 desire to remember my Respects to Mrs. Baiky & 
service In all Friends, wishing you and them length of Hays, pros¬ 
perity and 5access in all your and their Undertakings, and am in 
the tncait time studious to he thought Dear Uncle 

Your Dutiful Nephew, 

Fa ht St. George, Rout Clive. 

10 Ih Detxmter t 171L 

1 Au estracL from this letter it glvirn by MaJcotm, cit 9 p, 40. 


CHAPTER II 

1744-fll CAPTURE OF MADRAS BY THE FRENCH 

Madras proved, as Day had prophesied, “as good as the 
best. 5 * A large number of natives sought protection of the 
English, and thus a prosperous settlement arose outside the 
English bounds, which part was styled the BLack Town”; 
the original settlement, where none but Europeans were 
allowed to reside* being known a* “ the White Town.’* When 
Clive landed at Madras in 1744, the town had, owing to the 
trade from England to the coast of Coromandel* “ to the 
great returries it makes in callicoes and muslins,' 1 to its con¬ 
siderable trade with Chins, Persia and Mocha, and to its “ not 
being a great way from the diamond mines of Golconda/ 1 
risen 14 to a degree of opulence and reputation which rendered 
it inferior to none of the European establishments in India 
excepting Goa and Batavia/’ 1 There were 1350.000 inhabitants 
in the Company 1 s territory, of which the greater part were 
natives of India of various castes and religions* The English 
in the colony, however, did not exceed the number of 300 men, 
and 200 of these were soldiers who composed the garrison, 
“ but none of them, excepting two or three of their officers* 
had ever seen any other service than that of the parade. 11 
Fort St. George “ was surrounded with a slender wall, defended 
with four bastions and as many batteries, 11 but these were 
very slight and defective in their construction, nor had they 
any outworks to defend them. The principal buildings inside 
were fifty good houses in which the chief Europeans resided, 
an English and a Roman Catholic church, the warehouse 
of the Company, and the factory in which their servants 
lived. 

* R. Oiwf: "History of the MUftaiy Transactions ol the British Natinn in 
Indian/ *d. I7ti3, VaL L, p. 66. 
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The servants of the Company at Madras were divided into 
four classes—Senior Merchants, Junior Merchants, Factors 
and writers. The ten writers were the clerks and book¬ 
keepers, and their wages were small. Tn September, 1744, 
Robert Clive, an entry in the diary states, drew his firs 
quarter’s pay, £1 5s., a writer’s salary being £5 per annum. 
The five factors, who had annual salaries of £15* received an 
dispatched the commodities. The senior and two junior 
merchants, who had £40 and £30 a year, dealt with the native 
merchants, who bought their broadcloths, kersies, lead, ver¬ 
milion, sword-blades and looking-glasses, whilst they pur¬ 
chased silks, muslins, coloured calicoes, indigo, and drugs 
brought from the inland. The senior merchants, having been 
writers for five years, factors for three, and junior merchants 
for tlirce, were qualified to be members of Council, with the 
chance of being governor. The governor had the modest 
salary of £200 a year with a gratuity of £100 •, of Lhc six 
councillors the chief had £100 a year ; the others in proportion, 
£T0, £50 and £40 a year. Two chaplains on £100 a year, a 
surgeon £35, two “ essay masters ” £120, one judge £100, and 
the attorney-general fifty pagodas 1 completed the civil Euro¬ 
pean establishment. Married men received from five to ten 
pagodas a month as diet money, according to their quality ; 
inferior servants dining at the general table had no other 
allowance beyond their salaries Uum a very trifling sum for 
washing and oil for lamps. 

The governor and Council superintended the civil depart¬ 
ments. had chief control of the military and maintained order. 
They managed the relations with native powers and they 
conducted the correspondence home. On Wednesday and 
Thursday they met in the spacious Council Chamber at 
eight in the morning, and the secretary entered, in the book 
kept for the purpose, their consultations, together with all 
other occurrences and observations after the manner of 

i P Mniia_a southern Indian coin, nnd ihc standard coin of Madras up to 

lSia. In one ot Onfc'a account^ dated Dee. ll p 1753, wfi And the patfoda 
rfckcmttl as 4 Rs? 
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ji diary. A duplicate copy was afterwards sent home to the 
directors. 

In these old silent 41 Consultation Books ” preserved at 
Bombay, Madras and Calcutta lies buried the history of the 
rise of British dominion in India. From the old records and 
the early travellers we gain some knowledge of the daily life 
in the factory at Madras. At dawn the morning gun fired, 
and first all the writers and factors attended service in the 
church ; for every Protestant that lodged “ within the house " 
who was absent from public prayer morning and evening on 
week days, “without lawful excuse,” had 41 to pay twelve 
pence for the poore or he confined one whole weeke within 
the house for every such default.” After prayers, business 
was transacted with the natives, the sales of Luropem and 
the purchase of Oriental goods registered, bales packed, and 
the accounts audited. At twelve the 41 Inferior Servants ” 
had their dinner in the Refection Room. Business was again 
transacted from four, when the great heat of the day had 
passed, till the sun began, to set, 

*’ On certain afternoons In the week the younger men were taught 
some one or other of the languages of the country, being stimulated 
thereunto by the promise of largo rewards for proficiency—twenty 
pounds being given for the knowledge of an Indian language, and 
ten pounds for a knowledge of Persian," 1 

Clive never became, like Warren Hastings, a proficient 
Persian scholar, but he had a good colloquial knowledge of the 
vernacular languages which enabled him to acquire that in¬ 
timate knowledge of the politics and character of the natives, 
without which the career of an Indian soldier or administrator 
can never be really successful. Clive declared in after years 
that much or his success in securing the fidelity of the sepoys 
was owing to his care 14 to entwine his laurels round the opinions 
and prejudices of the natives.'' 

Towards evening, when the sea breeze made it compara¬ 
tively cool and pleasant, the inmates of the fort went abroad 
and watched the country boats ride over the tumbling 
i J B Tail>oyi-V*’ tiller: 11 Madrjis. la Ibe GMcp Time," VpL L, p, 49. 
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surf and looked across the sea to catch the first glimpse of 
the vessel which brought news from home- The tolling of the 
church bell for another service brought them back to the fort- 
Evening prayers over, there was supper in the Refection 
Room- So one day telkth another. Their pleasures were 
few f They killed their leisure time in the tavern, drinking 
and playing at cards. Ciive's dreary leisure in Fort St. 
George however was not idle. He read the books in the 
governor's library and his early classical tra ining went with 
kiniK It is stated that he li became so good a Latin scholar 
that a particular friend of his remembers to have heard him 
in 1753 translate an Ode of Horace into very proper English 
extempore.* 1 Impatience of control also went with him. A 
companion at the time describes the lad as “ short, inclined to 
be corpulent, awkward and unmannerly + his aspect was gloomy* 
his temper morose and untmctubic.” There is some exaggera¬ 
tion duubLkss in this, but is is also certain there is some truth 
in it* No man had a frame so little like an ideal hero. Another 
contemporary tells us; fc,r His person was the largest of the 
middle size, his countenance inclined to sadness* and the 
heaviness of his brow imparted an impleasing expression to 
hb features.” 

Some months passed before Clive saw on the horizon the 
long-expected ships from Europe, and in the fervour of his 
youth he tells his father of his great joy and heart-breaking 
disappoint men t. 1 

Hon d Sir, —When I wrote my Last to You I was Impatiently 
watting the long expected Ships from Europe, and on the 1 1th Decem¬ 
ber arrived here under Convoy of two Men ol War. five ot the Com¬ 
pany's Ships, Viz. The Scarborough, Hoynl George, Lincoln, Kent, and 
Admiral Vernon, i had tor a long Lime kept up hope with the pleasing 
Pleasure ot what was Lo come, and I do declare never In my Life, 
did I enjoy such real Happiness, as upon Sight of the live above- 
mentioned Ships, noL ail the Riches ot the Indies, could have satis¬ 
fied my desires more fully than News from my Native Country, but 
It seems Fortune had elevated me to this high Summit of expectation, 
that I might in a greater degree experience so heavy a disappointment, 
in short 1 was the only sorrowful Person in Madras, but as I cannot 


1 JHimU MSS. 
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think You liaye forgot nic T so shall I with Patience wait the Arrival 
ul the London and Princess Mary* by 011 c or froth of whom, I don't 
in the least doubt af being honoured wiLh your Favour: The London 
we hear lo*t her Main Mast 70 Leagues to the Westward of the Gapc\ 
so that it is conjectured she must either be at the Brasils. or Mada¬ 
gascar; the Princess Mary us Yet we have heard nothing of. and if 
not at Batavia Is concluded either lost or taken, so Lhul in case of 
their Arrival here, it is not al all unlikely, but before that time I 
may be favoured with Letters from You, of this Years date. f take 
the Liberty to say that as things have fatten out so unluckily, the 
Assistance 1 received from Cap lain Stewart was very serviceable 
lo me, without which I muit have been driven lo the Necessity of 
borrowing Money here, and am even as It is almost reduced lo my 
lost Shift. I assure You f have managed my Expences with the greatest 
Frugality, and shall always endeavour to act so as to merit your 
Approbation. 1 beg leave to renew my request for some shoes, liaU ± 
and Wlggs* and in regard to other Matters, what over you shall deem 
necessary or for my Advantage* shall be acknowledged fry me 
a particular Favour. 1 promised in niy Letter fry the Benjamin, 
lo send Duplicate of it by Dolphin, hut was disappointed by a violent 
Feftver, so bad, that it' was undetermined for some time, whether 
Death or Life would be my Lot, however by the strength of my 
constitution* 1 got the better of my disease, and am now perfectly 
well recover'd ; from the latter end of May to the Beginning of 
November, have died hire, no less llsan twelve Persons, most of 
them Young Men, which has reduced our Number (which did not 
then exceed fifty at the furthest) very Considerably, and the Major 
Part uf the rest have been visited with very severe Fe avers, These 
Intemperate Climates demand a particular Care In the Preservation 
of qur Constitutions, and as t have very little fault to find with my¬ 
self upon that Subject, hope I shall fill continue It as my Opinion, 
that HealLh is the greatest Blessing I can enjoy, at Irasl I am sure 
Jl is by that means only! that I can revisit again my Relations and 
Friends in England. A great many of our Inhabitants are removed 
Lo Bengal, and more intend it* and 1 am persuaded it would con¬ 
duce greatly to my Advantage, could I [frro p your means procure 
Interest, to be removed likewise, l beg leave lo recommend il in a 
particular manner Lo your Colisideration. This Duplicate will wait 
on you by the Admiral Vernon as mentioned &C 1 

1 am 

Your most dutiful Obed* Son 

Roeekv Clive. 

Four 5 T Georoe 

31 st January 1745-G 

—I desire Lo remember Duly to my Mother and Service lo 
all Friends. 1 must beg you’ll dispeuco with my not writing the 
Duplicates Better ns upon the dispatch of these Ships p I hove scarce 
an Hour that E can cull my own. 
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Clive landed at the hottest season of the year and the 
climate affected his melancholic temperament* The gloom 
found expression in a letter which he wrote to one of his 
cousins : 1 

Dear Cousin t — Tht 1 wan! cl a proper conveyance is Lhe only 
Pka 1 can oiler for not addressing you sooner* it is a long Lime since 
1 enjoyed Lhe Pleasure of your Company and Conversation* and as 
both Parties have been equally culpable p I beg that from hence¬ 
forth the strictest amity may subsist between us: the Bond of 
Friendship* especially when united by the Ties of Blood aught not 
to be dissolved on any consideration whatever, and f believe you'd 
agree with me* tl)at the only effectual Means to preserve It entire* 
must be by Letters! since the vast Ocean which divides us so far 
asunder won t admit of it by Word of Mouth, and which 1 heartily 
wish may turn out to the mutual Satisfaction of both of ns. If 
there Is any such tiling which may properly tap called Happiness here 
below, 1 am persuaded it Is in the Union of two Friends who each 
love each oilier without the least Guile or DeceiL, who an 1 united 
by a real Inclination, and satis lied with each others merits. Their 
Hearts are full, and leave no Vacancy for any other Passion* they 
enjoy perpetual tranquillity * because II icy enjoy content* fur my 
pari I can't ascribe my Neglect iu any other cause than the Frailties 
and Imperfect lens of Youth, who at those years postpone* the greatest 
Oil vantage to their own private pleasures. I shim J t persist in ex¬ 
cusing my Error, since it is so evident, and will ad lull of but a very 
bad Construction when chvsl in its finest colours, ytl give me leave 
1& jusLify ray sell, so far as Lo assure you it did not proceed from 
the least slight, or Contempt of your Person. 

I should Lake a particular Delight in giving you a short Descrip- 
tlon of the CounLry, was 1 not assured that you may quote many 
Historian*, who can aiford you much more accurate account than 
can be expected from im\ whose Habitation here hath been of so 
shorL a date. I shall only add, that the Intemperance of the Climate 
together with the excessive heat of the Sun, are very oh noxious to 
our Health, and I really think the advantages which accrue to us 
here art* greatly overbalanced by the Sacrifices wr make of our 
Constitutions; I have not been unacquainted with the Fickleness 
of FurLune fc and may safely say I have not enjoyed one happy dav 
since i left my Native Country ; I ;mi not acquainted with any one 
Family in the Place, and have not Assurance enough to introduce 
myself without being asked* IT the state l am now ill will admit 
of onv Happiness it must hr when I am writing to my Friends. Lctlf-rs 
were surely first invented for the Comfort of smell solitary Wretches 
a * niy^elf. Having lost the substantial pleasure *>f seeing them I 
shall in some measure compensate this Loss by Lhe satisfaction I 

1 Fowls MSS. 
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shall find in their WrlLlngs ; When yon write me, f beg it may be 
carelessly and without study, for I had much rather read the Dic- 
Lu tvs of the Heart than those ol the Understanding. The Paquet 
is jusL now going to he closed* which hastens me to a ConcJasion 
sooner than l designed ; I desire you Iq tender niy Duly to my Uncle 
and Aunt. Love to my Cousins, and sendee to ad Friends, and it 
wilt greatly add to the Obligations of him who esteems it his greatest 
Happiness to be thought 

Your Kind Jt loving Cousin 

Ron 1 Clive. 

Fowt S r Geo roe 

lb February 1744/5 

The time of monotonous toil ami isolation was nearly out ; 
war and glory were at hand. 

On September 24, 1744* 41 at a Consultation, Present 
Nicholas Morse, Esqj% Govern our President/ 5 

ft was JJ Agreed to dispatch a PaUamur 1 this evening to Bombay, 
to advise of the war with France lest any accident should have be¬ 
fallen the King WiiHam/* It was further agreed* " The war with 
I'ranee being broke out, and It being therefore highly proper to have 
our garrison in the best order we can p and as 1L happened that for 
Home munLbs past there have not been less than forty to fifty of 
the Military on the Sick Roll* which* with the servants hitherto 
allowed the officers, Reduces considerably the number of Mono ling 
Men* It is agreed lhat in Feu of servants each Lieutenant have Five 
(ilj Pagodas* per month, and Each Ensign four (4)* and that this 
be continued to them only so long as the Board shall think it neces¬ 
sary/* * 

Tliis is the first mention in the records of thaL long combat 
winch w ns to deter name the issue whether France or England 
slum Id win an empire in Asia. 

On August 27, 1664, twenty-five years after Francis Day 
had obtained permission to form the settlement of Madras, 
Louis XlVL, induced by Colbert, issued an edict founding the 
French East India Company . 4 The French* setting to work 
with considerable -seal, established factories at Surat and other 
places on the Malabar coast. In 1672 they took from the 

1 PnlLumar (putfimar). a foot runner, m risen ger* 

1 £u not*. P. 20. 

1 Tin? Comullatiom. and Piury Book of I lie Prr&tJcnt and Governour. Ac., 
Council at Fort &L Georgy pp. 2B3 P 2&4 h 

“JZ/rtEfe trwiptiisi avunl Duphixj' pur H. CastomuU des Fosse* (1BS7)* 

pp. 
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Dutch, with whom they were at war, the splendid harbour 
of Trincomalee; but the Dutch soon retook it. The French 
then passed over to the Coromandel Coast and obtained posses¬ 
sion of St. Thorn£; two years later they were compelled to 
restore it also to the Dutch. The fortune of the French East 
India Company, now at its lowest ebb, was revived by the 
far sight, courage and administrative capacity of Francois 
Martin, whose name shines with a fair and honest lustre in 
an age of intrigue and corruption, 

Martin hud lent the governor of Gingee, the great mountain 
fortress sixty miles from Pondicherry, money he could not 
repay, :ind in return received a village 1 near the coast, and 
permission to fortify a strip of land by the sea. I-Iere, in 
ltiTfi, Martin brought sixty Frenchmen, all that remained of 
the factories at Ceylon and tit. Thome. The fortification 
that Marlin erected could not have been of any great extent, 
seeing that it cost only the modest sum of seven hundred 
crowns. Beneath the shelter of the slender walls he, how* 
ever, proceeded to lay out streets and to build houses for the 
native weavers, whom he wished to attract to his new settle¬ 
ment. The aim of h is policy was to gather at Pondicherry 
a thriity, loyal population, and he was wise enough to see 
tliat the best way of doing this was by respecting the manners, 
customs and religion of the people, and so winning their love 
and confidence. His policy proved eminently successful. 
However, just as Martin's little colony began to rise ami flour¬ 
ish, a grave danger menaced it. The Maliratta chief Shiva}i 
seized Gingee and threatened an attack on the new settlement. 
But Martin pacified the great freebooter by a present of 500 
pagodas, and obtained from him a grunt for the French to 
reside at Pondicherry in perpetuity, on condition that they 
did not interfere in the wars of the neighbouring states. Shivaji, 
however, insisted that the French should pay him a heavy 
tax on the imporLs and exports of the little colony, width 
continued to grow in wealth and importance. To protect it 

to by Ll, “ U,tlVLS PlLj " eipri - Which, liy mm was copied 
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still further* Martin now threw around the town a wall, 
which was Banked by four towers, each of which mounted 
six guns. 

He had hardly finished the new fortification* when war 
broke out between France and Ho] hind, and in 1603 Pondi¬ 
cherry was attacked by a Dutch fleet consisting of nineteen 
ships of war- Martin, who had only forty European soldiers 
to defend the place, was compelled to surrender. The Dutch, 
fully realising the value of their new possession, proceeded 
to improve the town and fortification, and make it the capital 
of their Indian possessions. But, five years after it had come 
into their hands, the Treaty of Hyswick restored Pondicherry 
to the French. Martin hastened from France to resume 
possession of the city which he had founded, but the Dutch 
refused to restore it until they had been handsomely com¬ 
pensated for the improvements they had made. A French 
writer with patriotic indignation says: “The sale* charac¬ 
teristic of a nation of traders, took place on the 17th Septem¬ 
ber, 1699* when Martin paid 16,009 pagodas to the Director 
of the Dutch Company as the price of the improvements and 
fortifications they liad made.” 1 

Under the wise and vigorous administration of Martin, the 
town rapidly grew in prosperity. He mapped out new streets 
on the lines of an important European capital, erected sub- 
slant ini houses, warehouses and shops, and built a palace 
for the governor. When the English had only a small factory 
at Calcutta, arid Chowringhee (Chauxangi) was a malarious 
swamp. Fundi cherry was a flourishing town with fifty thousand 
inhabitants. For the greater protection of the city* Martin 
proceeded to construct a citadel after the model of Tournay. 
When finished* the new fortress was consecrated with great 
pomp and ceremony. On August 25, 1796, a stately procession 
of laymen and priests, chanting the Te Deum and ExaudiaU 
wended its way around the town, and as it readied the 
bastion, the cannons sent forth a roar of triumph and joy. 

1 “Lfladc franftfilc tumitf DupUix" par fi. Cnituimet dtl passe* (1^7), 
p. 143L 
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This was the crowning day °F Francois Martin s life- A few 
months later the patriots manly heart ceased to beat. 

After the death of Francois Martin, two of his successors, 
Lenoir and Dumas, managed the Company's affairs with pru¬ 
dence and sagacity. Mahe and Karikal were acquired by 
France, and Pondicherry soon rose to distinguished import¬ 
ance among the European settlements in India. Dumas was 
succeeded by Duplcix, who, after being first memljcr of the 
Supreme Council at Pondicherry for ten years, was appointed 
chief of the French factory at Chandernagore in Bengal. By 
his knowledge of Orientals, by his strong business capacity, 
he not only amassed a fortune for himself, due to the coast 
trade which he introduced, hut he raised Chnndemogurc from 
an insignificant village on the Hugli to a rich and populous 
colony. The success at C handernagore led to his being appointed 
governor of Pondicherry and ex offitio director-general of the 
affairs of the French East Company. On arriving at Pondi¬ 
cherry he found there Lti Bourdonnais, whom he had known 
in former years. They were of the same age, both endowed 
with extraordinary abilities, but dissijtiilar in their talents 
and their character. 

Bom at the ancient town of St. MnJo, a nursery for hardy 
mariners. La Bourdtumais made several voyages to different 
parts of the world. He entered, when he was twenty, the 
service of the French East India Company. After having 
served as lieutenant and second captain, he left Lhe Com¬ 
pany in Vt'll, and commanded, as ,l captain aud supercargo,” 
the PofidichlT}), a special vessel which had been commissioned 
bv Lenoir and the Council ot' Pundieherrv. For five vears 

H " “ 

lie traded an the coast. Then he quarrelled with Lenoir and 
entered the Portuguese service, in which he remained for two 
years. In 1783 he returned to France* He sent to the Min¬ 
istry a report on the situation in India, and was appointed, In 
1735 P governor of the Isles of France (Mauritius) and Bourbon. 
By his constant supervision, and the healthy stimulus of his 
strong character, the islands became, during the eleven years of 
his rule, flourishing colonies, and the naval arsenal in the East. 


Capture of Madras by the French 29 

Id 1739*' La Rourdonnais returned to Franee. He saw that 
war with England must shortly arise, and he proposed to 
certain friends that they should subscribe to equip a fleet 
to cruise in search of English merchantmen. But the Ministry 
proposed to send out a fleet composed partly of the king's 
ships and partly of the Company's ships, with La Bourdonnais 
in command* and La Bourdonnais gives us no explanation of 
this change of plans. On April 5 t 1741, he sailed from L'Oricnt 
with five of the Company’s ships, and arrived at the Isle of 
France on August 1 4. He there learnt that the Muhmt tas had 
invaded the Carnatic and that the garrison had left the islands, 
summoned by Dumas, the governor of Pondicherry, who 
feared a siege. La Bourdonnais, when he reached Pondi¬ 
cherry t found the danger had blown over, but that Mu he 
had been eight months blockaded. 

On January 14, 1742, Duplcix reached Pondicherry and 
succeeded Dumas as governor. To him La Bourdonnais ex¬ 
plained his project of capturing Madras when war was de¬ 
clared- Dupleix approved of it and sent Paradis, an able 
Swiss soldier and engineer, on a secret mission to Madras, 
who examined the place with sufficient precision to enable 
him to draw up a memorandum and prepare a plan of attack. 
La Bourdonnais proceeded to Malt£, chastised the enemy, re¬ 
established the factory, and then returned to Mauritius, 
ready to prey upon the English commerce. BuL Lhe finances 
of the French Company did not admit of their keeping ships 
without some commercial profit* and, hoping that neutrality 
would be maintained in India, they recalled the fleet. It 
was a grave error. 

When the Ministers in England heard of the preparations 
made by the French* they sent a squadron of men-of-war 
in 1744 tinder Commander Barnet to India. It consisted of 
two sixty'guji ships, one of fifty, and a frigate of twenty guns. 
In July, 1745, the squadron appeared upon the coast of 
Coromandel, at which time the garrison of Pondicherry con¬ 
sisted of no more than 430 Europeans, and its fortifications 
* MUI. VpL III-* p, 5S 9 *ays 1740. 
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were still incomplete. This was due to no fault of Duple ix* 
for as soon as he took charge he began to reform the ad minis- 
tration, to discipline the soldiers, to recruit sepoys and to 
build fortifications. But* on September IB, 1743, he received 
a dispatch from the Company which told him “ to make a 
point of reducing all expenses by at least one half, and to 
suspend all outlay on buildings and fortifications. 1 ' He obeyed 
the first order. But he continued with renewed vigour the 
construction of the fortifications. He advanced to the trea¬ 
sury of the Company “ cinq cent millc lines ” ; a part of 
it he employed on the fortifications, and the remainder in 
supplying cargoes for two ships, which he sent post-haste to 
France fur arms, munitions of war, and men. But before 
reinforcements could reach him or the fortifications be com¬ 
pleted, the English squadron anchored off Fort SL David. 
Pondicherry was now at their mercy. Happily for the French! 
the Nawab of the Carnatic informed the Madras Government 
that their ships of war must not 4t commit any hostilities by 
land against the French possessions TS within his territories. 
At the same time he assured the English that “ he would 
oblige the French to observe the same law of neutrality, if 
their force should hereafter become superior to that of the 
English.'* 1 

Moved by these threats, the authorities at Madras per¬ 
suaded Barnet to suspend his attack. He sent one of the 
sixty-gun ships to cruise at the entrance uf the Ganges, where 
he took several ships returning to Bengal, Soon after, the 
approach of the monsoon compelled him to leave the coast* 

In the beginning of 1746 the squadron returned to the 
coast of Coromandel, and was reinforced by two fifty-gun ships 
and a frigate of twenty guns from England. The sixty-gun 
ship, however, in which Barnet hoisted Ins flag, was found 
unfit for action and, together with the frigate, was sent back 
to England. The French squadron was now daily expected. 
But months went on and no French ships could be seen. “ The - 
29th April [1746] Mr- Barnet departed this life at thk place 

1 OfmEi Pp* dL P Vol. L, p, GL 
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[Fort St* David] when all the ships were here or near tis.** 1 
His death was generally regretted as a public loss* 41 and 
in deed he was a man of great abilities in public affairs* 1 ' 
Captain Peyton then commanded the squadron as senior 
captain. On June 9 the Princess Mary* laden with hales and 
treasure, sailed for Madfass, under convoy of hb Majesty *s 
ship the Livtlifr as did the rest of the squadron for Tran- 
co in a lay, a Jli it just as they were getting to the Bay* the 
Preston s bowsprit was sprung, and they had to hear away 
to Negapatam. 3 li 0n tlm 25th at day break, from the mast 
head in Negapntam Hoad, they made several shipsin the 
otling to which they went out * l and found them to he nine {0) 
French ships*” 

On September IS, 1744, the frigate La Fi£rc had arrived 
at Mauritius with the news that war had been declared. 
v>hc also brought a message from the directors of the French 
Company to La Bourdunnais forbidding him to commence 
hostilities; he was only to oppose them. La Bourdomiais 
began at once to arm all the Company 7 s ships he could collect^ 
and he wrote to Dupleix that he could assemble she vessels 
and 1,500 to LSGO men. These, with 300 to 400 furnished 
by DuplcLv, would make a little army with which they might 
carry out some enterprise that would repair their losses. He 
pm posed that he should send half nf his ships to cruise for 
the Company and half for Dupldx and himself. He further 
suggested that the vessels should cruise between the Cape and 
St. Helena, because, in all probability, the Indian Seas would 
be a neutral region. Dupleix replied that he had approached 
the English governor, and therefore counted on the main¬ 
tenance of peace. He adder! that he had very few soldiers, 
barely enough to guard Pondicherry, He also disapproved 
of the crake in the Atlantic, as it would be contrary to the 

J Dkpatch tram Fort St David, I7tti Oclnhcr, 1745 (Madras Records). 

1 /ota. 

* NcgiipiitiUn seaport town In TiUtjore district: the modern spcllinc of 
Nafiapatn-im snukc (seaparl) tow.., or the seaport town n [ (he Na g «s. Otic ul 
the earliest set I li'Hl til t S of Lhp Portuguese on l lie Oust coast, mu I called t> fill cm the 
Uty of Chornumndci, kjpturrd by the Dutch in 1 fiGD, [I was iheir elder Indian 
possession until captured by I be lingiish in 17RI. It was Anally ceded in 1799 
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wishes of the Company, who could not authorise their officers 
to sail under the conditions proposed by La Bourdonnais 
without running the risk of ruining their ordinary commerce* 
which was less protected than that of the English* But the 
capture of the China ships by Barnet, in some of which Dupleix 
had a pecuniary intercst s roused his wrath, and drove from 
his mind all thoughts of neutrality. He set about equipping 
the country ships to follow the squadron* 

La Bourdonnais now sent him a plan of his voyage, and 
inquired if the scheme of 1741 for taking Madras was still 
feasible. He asked for the service of Paradis and a body of 
sepoys* He was certain that, with the aid of Dupleix, he 
could easily take and retain Madras* He had studied Paradis's 
plan, and he sent Duplcis: the result of his study. It was, 
he said, “the only means of repairing our loss,” 1 A little 
later he asked Bupleix to send him clothes for his troops 
arms* and the munitions of war. DupleLx complied with the 
greatest good-nature with these requests* Ho was full of 
zeal for the enterprise, and burning to have ids revenge for 
the loss of the China ships. He once more had Madras 
thoroughly explored, and procured an account of the place 
from Madame Barnevah his wife’s daughter, who was married 
to a merchant resident there named Barrie wall or Coyle de 
Barneval. 3 “He even had scaling ladders made, of various 
lengths, in accordance with the measurements given by Paradis 
in his memorandum,’" 5 

Meanwhile the departure of the ships which La Eour- 
dounais had equipped was delayed by the news that a fleet 
was being sent from France* La Bourdonnais was appointed 
to the command, and it was suggested to him that, after 
having landed the treasure on board the ships at Pondicherry, 
he should proceed to the Bay of Bengal He might, if he 
wished, return to Mauritius about June, I746 f and start for 
France with the fleet in 1747. But the French fleet, which 
1 Sfc mt Dnp!ds* M by Prosper Cullru, pp. 202-L>03, 

1 French writers describe him as 13 British subject. But in the Etij^IEih 
recmvJs he is mentioned as a Frenchman. 

"* Dnplcix/' by Prosper Cultrti, foe. dl 
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WAS expected in October, 1745, did not reach Mauritius till 
January, 1746, They arrived in bad order, and only one 
a as armed. La licnirdonnais, with characteristic energy, pro- 
1 , ceded to repair and equip them, and as soon as Lhev were 
ready he sent them to Madagascar, On March 24 he sailed 
in the last ship from Mauritius. Before the ships left 
Madagascar they were driven from their anchorage and scat¬ 
tered by a hurricane. One was lost and the rest greatly 
damaged. La Bourdonnais, collecting them In the bay of a 
desert island on the coast of Madagascar, retitled them, “ over¬ 
coming the greatest difficulties with such indefatigable per¬ 
severance and activity as intitles him to a reputation equal 
to that of the ablest marine officer his country has produced. 1 ’ 1 
In forty-eight days the fleet was again ready lor sea. It 
now consisted of nine sail containing 3,312 men, among whom 
were 720 blacks, and from three to four hundred sick. In 
passing the island of Ceylon they heard that the English fleet 
was at hand, and on June 25 a the British ships appeared to 
windward, advancing in full sail towards them. 

La Bourdonnais knew that he was superior to the English 
in number of men, but greatly inferior in weight of cannon. 
He therefore determined to gain, if possible, the wind and 
to board. But Peyton, seeing his design, kept the wind and 
so frustrated it. The breeze was also light, and it was not 
till four in the afternoon that a distant fight began and lasted 
till about seven, when it grew dark. " In the English squadron,” 
wrote the Council at Fort St. David, “were fourteen killed 
and forty six wounded, but not one killed or wounded in the 
Jledicnif,' The Medwatf was Peyton’s ship. 1 ’ 


l OrniP. Vol. L, p. lire Mill writes: " Hr re (lie npruitionii nf re|>iiirinc Were 
to m renewed ; nnd in still mnre unfavourable circumstance r. To rcL the wood 
Cjjcv required, □ romd was made across 4 rnnrah, a league in circiunfercnre - 
the rain? ^ne InceisunL; disease broke out among the people; und many 
of the offlMfi abused ;i bud disposition; vet the work wllr prosecuted wUH 
s« mLLun cftkkuc,?, lhat in tnrty-elght days the fleet w.ik marly for -ca " _ ,J Tiki 
ol BnEish India X1 (1840} b VoL UK, p. (53. 

* MIB say» July b T iifd. F p. 

3 Dispatch from Fort St. David, October IT, 1746 (Madras Records). firms 
i h S: i ,T*** flgbtflniriiedwlth the entrance of Die night: about 35 men were 
killed in the English squadron, anrf the greatest part of fhese on board the 
Mtdumij's Prize. We nre not exactly inlarmert of the loss sustained by (l LE " 
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The next- morning the two squadrons were near one another, 
according to the dispatch, and continued so all the day. 
14 At four in the afternoon Capt. Peyton summoned a Councdl 
of Warr where it was agreed not to engage the enemy but to 
proceed lo Trancomalay Bay/' The resolution was mainly 
due to t he sixty-gun ship being extremely leaky. The English 
ships made sail fnr the harbour of Trhmomalre, and in the 
evening lost sight of the French squadron! which had lain 
to the whole day as if challenging the English, who were to 
windward t to bear down and renew the fight. 1,1 This appear¬ 
ance of resolution in Mr, De La Bourdoiinnis/ 2 writes Or me* 

was no more than a feint, practised to deter the English 
from doing what he most dreaded ; for most of his ships had 
expended the greatest part of their ammunition, and several 
of them had not victuals on board for twenty-four hours,* 1 1 
La Eourdoimals in his Memoirs ” states that iL was not a 
feint, and that it was with supreme regret that he saw the 
English escape him. 

It was on the evening of Saturday, July fi T 1740, that 
the French fleet rode off Pondicherry, and as soon as La 
Bnurdonuais stepped from his boat a salute of fifteen guns 
was fired from his ship. 

Another salute of fifteen guns was tired on his arrival at the 
sea-gate," says Ranga P11M, ri where he was met fry the Deputy 
Governor and other members of Lhe Council, and by the captains 
and other officers—M. Duplebc alone excepted-—and was escorted 
by them to Lhe Governor's residence,, On M. de la Bourfoimais 
entering this, the Gove rnor received him at Gie seuLbd’s post, with 
an embrace, and conducted him into lhe court-yard, when a salute 
of fifteen guns was again fSred, They afterwards conversed together 
for a while in the open space on the other side of the verandah/* 1 

It was a mere exchange of civilities* The two men could 
never be friends. La Bourdonnais was u gallant sailor, re- 

i-rcndL i but ll W3S bcUeved Uut the kilted and wounded Inpetlicr did nnl 
nmmtiTit to Less Lhjn 3ML Doe nf their 5nip^ r which moulded 30 guns* wms in 
less- than half an Lnnr dkrua^etf, and so much shailercd* that imniFdisitely 
after the nclian, Mr. De Ui B^nirdoiusuls ordered her to pmcL'cd to Bengal to 
be refuted in Lhc (jangca/ J —YoL L ± p, S3. 

1 ntmE, (bid, 

* r, The private Diiiry of Armnda Rauga VMM/' edjLcd bv Sir J. Frederick 
Frie^ Yol, LL r , p r 114, 
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markable for his grasp and capacity of mind, but he had the 
privateer's sordid desire of gain. Dupleix was a far-seeing 
statesman with a fierce thirst for power and for glory, They 
both had quick tempers, and they both were arrogant and 
insolent. The feeling that had long existed between them 
swiftly grew worse. La Bonrdonnais considered he should 
be received with the same honour as Duploix, The Governor 
of the Islands, he held, was equal, if not superior, to the 
Governor of Pondicherry. 

Rang® Filial, a shrewd observer, states: 


" The Governor and be entertain a mutual dislike [or one another. 
The former is aggrieved because M, dc la Bourriimnafs does not 
regard himself as Ivis subordinate, maintain* a guard of honour of 
troopers, keeps at his residence a parly of soldiers and troopers and 
conducts everything independently, and without Consultation with 
him ; whilst M. etc la Bourdonnals bolds tliat he is on a par with 
the Governor, and is consequently entitled to all the honours accorded 
to that, functionary ; and Umt the control of military operations 
rest big wholly with him, he is not bound to consult the Governor 
bi matters connected therewith. Thus business Is transacted between 
them with but little cordiality. The future development of this 
remains to be seen*" 


The disputes worked to produce a delay in carrying out 
their common object. It was not till August 4 1 that La Do U r- 
dommis set sail with his fleet to discover the English squadron. 
Mill writes: “On the 17th (August) he (Lit Bourdon nais) 
descried the English fleet oft Negapatimm 3 and hoisted Dutch 
colours as a decoy. The English understood the stratagem, 
changed their course and fied.” According to Ilanga Filial! 
Lei Bourdonnais landed at the Dutch settlement of Negapatum! 
had a grand banquet given In his honour and, whilst he was 
at the table, news reached him that five English men-of-war 
were at hand. He immediately embarked, but before he had 
cleared for action darkness had begun to full and he waited 
for the morning to engage the enemy. When the day dawned 


* "Ratlin Pillni i Diary." Onne, who uses thr old style, says ifte VYrurh 
stliiailron btUeg Iran Pondicherry on July 24Lh, "working to ihr southward 

against the southern monsoon, and 00 th-j 15Hi ol AilRUSt discovered I - 

English bqiiaflrcm], which had bi^n rtfLtted at TrificaoojiiLikc. ip 

1 NegapiUiiin* 
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no English ships were to he seen. La Bourdon nuis says he 
pursued them all Lhat day and the next, when having the 
wind they escaped. 

On August 18- the French squadron appeared before 
Madras and opened fire on the Princess Manj T which was re¬ 
turned from the ship and from the Fort- 

" Enrh ship gave her a broadside as she stood to the northward 
and another os she returned, and then stood to the southward again. 
We are since informed that they have two motives for this expedition. 
One was to make a plea with the country government that the English 
committed the first hnstlftltks aslioer and the other to see if Captain 
Peyton wou'ti come La our assistance or not/' 1 

The inhabitants of Madras anxiously watched for the 
appearance of the English squadron on which their safety 
depended, and they were struck with consternation when they 
heard that— 

«■ on the H j3rd Captain Feyttm with the squadron stood in Pulllent 
Road, where he sent his Lien tenant Mr. Wceims p on hoard a vessel 
in the Road, who was there told of all Lhe dr rums lances of LhcLr 
attacking the Princess Mart/, and of their being between Madras 
and Pondicherry, on which he disappeared and has never since been 
heard of p 2 or from, by any of the English, though there has been no 
cost or pains .spar’d for that purpose m may easily be Imagined from 
the since meUandmliy situation of aHaJrs on Lhe Coast. The last 
letter that was received from anyone bdunging to the squadron was 
from Captain Peyton to Governor Morse dated the iUi August 
when he was jus! come out from re fitting. Tins unhappy conduct 
so animated our enemy that they determined on attacking Fort 
St. George. We call it unhappy because it has trendy hern so in 
its consequences, though what rrftsonr Captain Peyton could have 
had for this Proceeding we know not* JJ 3 

Morse* the Governor of Madras, now called on the Nawab 
of the Carnatic to fulfil iiis promise of restraining the French 
from committing hostilities against them by land. But he 
omitted to forward a present of money, and consequently the 
Nawab took no steps to prevent them from attacking Madras, 

1 Dispatch tram Fort St. David. Oclobtr 17* 1718- 

i Orme stptoB : " They proceeded tr* £3en£:d; for the. 60 gun ship was now 
w leaky* l hut it was f^ured the 1 sTwk nf firing her own emmon would sink her, 
if she slionld he brought into an engagement.'- VcL I., p, 67. 

1 Dispatch frnrn Fort St. David, October 17, 1746. 
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When war became imminent, the French governors, Dumas 
and Dupleix* made all possible preparation for the struggle ; 
the English, according to a well-established custom, did nothing. 
The day after news reached them that, war had been declared, 
they chose a safe site for a powder magazine. But it was 
never built. The fort was entirely unfit to stand a siege, 

*' The principal officer among like garrison was one Peter Eekman, 
on ignurjui* superannuated Swede, who had been a conn non soldier, 
and now bore the rank ol a first lien tenant : tie was assisted by two 
other lieutenants, and seven ensigns. To all which may be Tart her 
added, that though the garrison had near 20D pieces of cannon , yet 
they wanted men that wens capable of playing them : besides Lhat, 
the want of military stores was equal lo the paucity of military 
men." * 

Long before the war with France, the English Company 
had promised to augment the garrison of Madras to 600 
Europeans, exclusive of the gun-room crew,” but they never 
sent the recruits. The time had now corne when European 
soldiers were sorely needed* 

On the night of August 23, 17T6, the French fleet anchored 
in the roads of Pondicherry. La Eourdiminus landed so en¬ 
feebled by fever and diarrhoea that he had to be supported 
by two men* On arriving at Coveranient House Dupleix 
tb came forward to meet him, embraced him, ami took him 
into a room, where they had u conference, in which M. Paradis 
took part,” 8 The quarrel between the two men soon blazed 
forth fiercer than ever. The most ungracious pretext was 
chosen by Dupleix for a rupture- M. Dupleix tried very 
hard to have M + Paradis, appointed commander, in the place 
of M. de la Bourdoimais, who is now ill ; but the latter would 
nut assent to this. " 3 The bitter conflict nf the belated antagon¬ 
ists further delay ed I he attack on Madras, and it was not till 
Monday, September 12, 17+G* that Rangn Filial enters m 
bis Diary— 

M At half-past fl this night, all llit* ships of the expedition against 
Madras set sail. The Heel consisted of lit de la HourdtmnaU' squadron 

■ J. H. Grro : 11 A Voyage to Uic East Indies M (ed. 1772), VoL U. h p + mtI. 

* fi Rangft Pilin'* Diary/ 1 Yot I] r| p, 1^5-L 3 JfijtC, p_ 254. 
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of 5even ships, two country craft, anil a number of sloops and bouts, 
’When it sLuod out to sea p a gun was fired to intimate this to the 
Governor" <YoL IL f p. 299).' 

A letter frum Madras dated October IT, I74&, states i 

They came in sight the 2nd. Nine sail, and lauded BOO 
Europeans at Covalung; marched to St. Thome* there landed 
more/’ The neighbourhood covered with country houses 
was given up to pillage* and the French Commissary-General 
states that La Bourdonaais and his brother La Villebngue 
harassed the town of St. Thom£ for loot* Ou September 7/18 
the French 

" began to play their m or Lars being 15 in number from behind the 
garden bouse p 10 ami 5 from across the Bar: their strength on shore 
1 compute 2*000 Europeans, Senpiahs* and 300 Coffrees : they have 
"when all on board 3,000 Europeans, 0LK> of which were Pondicherry 
troops; Lheir intent was to have stormed us by escalade which we 
Wrre In no condition to prevent, 1,000 Bombs having prevented our 
sleeping for 3 Elays and nights. Yet we had more to dread from 
our own disorder within and want of Government and Council Lhon 
from the enemy without-" 

On September 9/20 William Mon son* ensign, and John 
Hally burton* ensign, were sent as deputies to treat with La 
Buurdunmib* He received them with ail courtesy* and* after 
a consultation, he offered them the Following conditions : 
44 That the town should he delivered up, and ail the English 
remain prisoners of war ; that the articles of capitulation 
being settled, those of the ransom should be regulated amicably: 
Llmt the garrison should be conducted to Port St. David; and 
the sailors sent to Cuddalore/ 1 s The deputies pressed for 
more explicit explanation as to the ransom being regulated 
in a friendly manner. La Bourdonnais replied, “ Gentlemen, 
1 do not sell honor: the flag of my king shall fly over Madrnss. 

1 Mill WTilrs (VdL III., p, 6 L i); M m left I’oniiieherrv on the rilh of 
September and on the 14 th commenced the operations which ended* sis w 
have seen* In tin- surrender Cl! the place.'* Onne, veiia uses the old style* pays 
(Vol I. P p. G7); " On the 3rd at September [3rd/14tli| the French squ’idrou 
anchored four league lo the suuth u[ Madras*. having on bDiard Ihe troops* 
artillery and stores Lntundml for the siege/' Grnsn ils^s the same words, ns 
Orine.— r - A Voyage to the East Indies/' Vol. 1L, p T xtv 

*X th Ctom: “A Voynge to the Eaat Indies" Vol. IL* p, jonvli- 
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or 1 will die at the loot or the walls. In regard to the ransom 
of the town, and in every thing that is interesting, yon shall 
he satisfied with me; (and, taking the hat of one of the 
deputies, he said) here is nearly the manner how we will 
regulate matters : Lids hat is worth six rupees, you shall give 
me tliree or four for it, and so of the rest. 1 The capitulation 
was jiigiitd the iitxt dav* and In Lise afternoon La BouFtloinifiJSj 
at the head of a huge body of troops, marched to the gatro, 
where he received the keys from the Governor* The French 
(lag was immediately hoisted and the boats of the trench 
squadron took possession of the Company's ships. 

The letter from Madras adds that: 

44 The French hitherto have been extremely civil with respects to 
Lite Inhabitants, anti (save come to a treaty with the Governor and 
Council for the ransomc of the place at eleven Laaek of Pagodas, 
payable in 3 years, hair m India and ball hi Europe ^ they to carry 
off all the Company's goods and $ the Cannon and Warlike Stores : 
buL here's to be a garrison of -tOO French till January ami L dont 
much trust to their faith." 

The value of the Company's goods was about “ four lacks 
of pagodas ” in silver, broadcloth, etc., and 

"it is generally believed Lb at Marar* I- BourdoitnSc in |>iamiinlA t 
Jewells, eLcii., Screwd t T s a parse of about l50,0i>rj Pogodus p so 
Altogether makes up the Sum ot 1,6511,000. One million six hundred 
and fifty thousand Pagodas. a For security of which hostages were 
lo be delivered to Monsr, L. Botirdounic, the Governor's two Children, 
Mr Stratton and family, Mr Harris and wife, mid Messrs Strukc and 
Walsh. The first capitulation was according to the above terms, 
and the town was Lo be delivered to the English on the 1st October." 

The terms did not suit Dupleix. He had agreed with La 
Bourdonnuis that they should levy a large sum from Madras, 
either before the assault or in case the French were too weak 
to hold it. But a few days after the fleet set sail for Madras, 
Dupleix learnt that a squadron of three large vessels of the 
French Company had touched at Mah£. This reinforcement 
would enable him to bold both Madras tuul Pondicherry against 

i j. h, Grose: " A Voyage to tho Ea^t Indie*/' YoL It. ^ sxvIJ. 

■Groae state* (VaL It., [ J P' MviL-wlil.)i " Tlift gOYPJjmr Jnd Licumril 
&ettkO Uic prEcp of ihc ransom with (he French GommCMiore ul l,IQO h LMiu 
payodua* or UcrlLng/' 
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any attacks made by the EEighth, and lie at once declared that 
thu arrangement of restoring it on the payment oi' a ransom 
must he altered. He determined to keep the town or have it at 
Ms mercy. He had, however* to consider the native power- 
A few days before the fleet sailed, Bupleix received a letter 
from the Nawab of the Carnatic, which was to the following 
effect : 

In spite of our explicit instructions that yon should forbear 
from -it tacking Madras, Ymll have dispatched an expedition thither. 
We an h t hire fore not flhpustd to allow Pondicherry to continue in 
your possession. Wv accordingly propose to advance against your 
town. You transgress ah bounds; tins Is Improper." 1 

Duplei.v was not the mao to be duped or frightened. He 
replied : “ The captains of the ships of war of France are 
bound by the orders of their Ring : and will not cai-e to listen 
to the counsels of others/' 3 The next day lie sent a letter to 
the \ iceroy of the Deccan through the Nawab informing him 
that the King of France had heard of the capture of French 
ships by the English and he had therefore ' despatched a 
lew mm-of-war to take Madras and to hoist the white flag 
over it*” 1 

On September I#, when La Bourdonnais was bombarding 
Fort St. George, 4 Bupleix received a letter from the Nawab 
Sent by camel-post expressing surprise that the French should 
have sent, contrary to his remonstrance, an expedition against 
.Madras. He trusted that they would “ in future refrain from 
affording ground lor similar complaints* 1 ' Duplrix sent the 
evasive answer that “ No harm will be done to the merchants 
oi Madras. 1 ' * Me fully realised the necessity of conciliating 
the Nawab. But he was also determined to build up solidly 
a French dominion in India, and in order to do that Madras, 
the rival of Pondicherry, must be destroyed. Bupleix met the 
difficulty with liis usual resourcefulness. He determined that 
he would sack Fort St. George, disnmnUc the fort (heat ions and 

1 tJ Ku»f!-L FiiU's Pliny." Veil. II.. p. 2fti. a t tj, ^92 

slntes (VoL 1., p. myz " On Ihc day In which Marines 
luircndeTtd/* 

B 4,1 Raii^li Pillai's Diary «* J YoL IL F pp. 3131^. 
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ha [id the place over to th^ NawaL. Ue wrote to Lel Bout- 
dotm&h : 

' a I believe I have found Ehr means of keeping him quiet by telling 
him we will give up Madras, you understand, in the condition that 
we think suitable. This warning should induce yon to press the 
att&ck briskly and not to listen to any propositions for ransoming 
Lhe place alter It is taken, n> this would he deceiving the Nawab 
and causing him to unite with our enemies. After all, when you 
□ re master of this place, I do not see where the English can find 
the means Lo pay the ransom. J beg you io reflect suitably on this 
subject," 1 

On September 23, two days after the capitulation* La 
Bourdon rials wrote to Dupleix a king letter in which he 
announced his intention of carrying oft the goods taken, and 
making the English pay first a ransom for the town, and second 
fur the pillage he had sLopped. The first of these two con¬ 
tributions was to be for the Company, the second for the 
soldiers. Ue asked advice from tlie Council ns to whether he 
should seuse the goods of the Armenians and ^LalaLmrs, On 
the 24th he wrote again to Du pick, asking him to send a 
scheme of how he thought Madras should be treated. All 
this time be was acting as If lie vert? hide pendent of any 
control* He was accompanied on tb expedition by two com¬ 
missioners* Messieurs d'Espremcmt unci Bonncau, who were 
charged with the duty of taking over the captured property. 
The former was appointed by Duplrix, the latter by La Dour- 
donnais. D’Espremenil was the head of the Supreme Council 
and second in authority only to Daplei*. La Bourdonuais, 
however* proceeded to act as if he were sole master of Madras. 
In replv Lm tlie letter in which he had asked the advice of the 
Council, Dupleix boldly put lo him the question whether he 
recognised the superior authority of the Supreme Council and 
of the Governor-Genera) of the Indian settlements, which were 
founded on the permanent outers of the King passed before 
the special letter that La Bourdurinals received conferring an 
him the naval command* La Bcnirdoiiiiais promptly replied 
thivt he hail never been forewarned of the supremacy tif the 
1 &te Prosper Cullru : M Uupliuir," p. 
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Council, tfud he had come to Madras as a man in full authority, 
and aw a man possessed of full authority lie must keep to the 
terms of his engagement, From this position he would not 
depart: 

* r Whether I am rJgbt or wrong, 1 " he said, “ l believe myself to 
be acting within ray powers in granting a capitulation to the Governor 
oi this place. I have pledged my honour to the English deputies 
that I will LrenL favourably the ransom of Lhe fort and city/' 1 

Dupleix sent four more commissioners to Madras, and on 
Sunday, October 2, the six deputies bud an interview with 
La BourdonnaU and demanded an explanation of tlie restora¬ 
tion of Madras to the English, La Bourdommis replied that 
he had restored the town to the English because the capture 
of Madras was planned and effected by them all, without 
any authority from the King of France to wage war on land, 
and also because he had seized all the treasure that he found 
in the fort, and had settled wiLh Lhe English for the payment 
of eleven lakhs of pagodas, ns a condition of restoring the 
fort to them. The officers then burst out into undisguised 
insolence and declared that a fresh order of the Council at 
Pondicherry conferred the supreme authority ou LrEsprem£niI. 
They drew their swords and called upon the ships' crews, the 
officers, the captains and all others* to swear fealty to the King 
of France, and take an oath of allegiance to M. d'Esprcmenih 
The order uf the Council at Pondicherry was next read and 
proclaimed, M. La Bourdonnals was called upon to sur¬ 
render his sword and to take the oath. They threatened that 
if he did not* he would, in accordance with the instructions 
which they said they had received, be taken into custody. The 
captains and officers of the ships remained silent, M. d*Espre- 
uicnil took charge of the keys of the fort* and issued his 
orders. Mr. Morse, the Governor of Madras, and the other 
Englishmen, were next summoned, and informed that they 
were prisoners* and that the restoration uf the fort to them 
was cancelled. 

But the power of the French officials was of short duration* 
1 Sit Prosper Ciiltru: ■■ Dupleix/' p 210. 
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A few chi v* litter was the celeb rat ion of La Bourdoonflis saint’s 
ilny. He ordered the gin is at Madras to be fired at sunrise* 
and be invited the commissioners and other leading men to 
dine with Mm at midday. When the guests were seated at 
table. La Bourdiinniiis addressed them and said, bt I have 
received a report that the English ships are approaching. You 
must permit me to embark all the soldiers from Pondicherry 
on board my fleet. ' u No, no,’ 1 cried de Bury, Paradis, and 
their companions. La BourdnimaLs frowned on them, and 
ordered twenty “four of bis men, who were under arms, to 
seize de Bury* Paradis, and de la Tour, and to keep them 
in custody. He deprived d'Espr^menil of his authority, and 
assumed the sole power. He next ordered that the soldiers 
be embarked on board Ids ships, and directed that the 
mercliandisc in fort and town should be conveyed on hoard. 

La BoiirdoxmaLs was most anxious to put an end to his 
quarrel with Bupleix and to set sail with his ships for France. 
He had in former years traded on the coast, and lie knew 
well the danger of remaining in the Madras roadstead when 
the northern monsoon burst, winch it does about October 
IS, He, however, did not wish to leave until his treaty 
had been ratified by the Superior Council at Pondicherry, 
lie therefore opened negotiations with Duplcix and informed 
him of the conditions on which he would leave Madras> But 
before the reply of Dnplcix and the Council could reach him* 
Ills fleet was destroyed* On October 13, A the weather at 
Madras p Orrue tells ns, was remarkably flue and moderate 
all day. 

,a About midnight a furious storm arose, and continued with the 
greatest violence until the uaon of the next day. Six of the French 
ships were in the road when the storm began, and not one of them 
was to be seen at day-break. One put before Lhe winch and was 
driVL-n so much to the southw ard, that she was nut able to gain the 
coast again : the 70 gun ship lost nil her masts; three others of 
the sqnadron were like wise dismast cd T and had so much water in the 
hold that the people on hoard expected every minute tu perish, not¬ 
withstanding they had thrown overboard all the cannon of the lower 
tier: the other ship* during the few moments of a whirlwind which 

* Urnxe. who uaes the oM style* says October ^nd tlltiiJ/1 
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happened in the most furious part of Lbe stomi. was covered by the 
waves, and foundered in :ui instant, and only six of the crew escaped 
1 wenty other vessels belonging to different nations were 
either drove on shorn 1 , or perished iU sea," 1 

La Boturdonnais was no longer able to face the English or 
to continue on the coast of Coromandel. On October 21, a 
treaty, which he asserted had been assented to at Pondi¬ 
cherry, was signed by him and Governor Morse and five of the 
English Council. All the merchandise, part of the mMitarv 
stores of the East India Company, all the naval stores belong¬ 
ing to the ComjKiny or private persons became the properly 
oi the french Company. La Bourdon nais gave up to the 
English and the other inhabitants all the effects and mer¬ 
chandise belonging to them except the naval stores. It was 
agreed that the French should evacuate the town before the 
end of the ensuing January, alter which the English were Lu 
remain in possession of it without being attacked by them 
again during the war. Upon these conditions the Governor 
and Council of Madras agreed to pay the sum of 1 , 100,000 
pagodas, or i-1-40.000 sterling. Of this sum £240,000 was to 
be paid at Pondicherry, by six equal payments, before the 
month of October in the year 1749: and for Lhe remaining 
£200.000 bills were drawn on the East India Company i n 
London, payable a few months after they should be presented. 
The English gave hostages for the performance of this treaty. 

On October 23, having made over the governorship of 
.Madras to the senior member of Council sent by Dupleix, La 
Bcmrdonnais sailed for the roads of Pondicherry.' He anchoret! 
there the following day but did not land. After an angry 
discussion with the Pondicherry Council he acquiesced in their 
desire that the fleet, consisting of seven ships, should proceed 
to Achin in Sumatra. For that port he accordingly set sail; 
the three ships which had arrived last from Europe, with 
another that had escaped from the storm, made good their 
destination in spite of a contrary wind ; but La Bourdonnais’ 
seventy-gun ship and two others which had suffered in the 

' Onrte, YoJ, i,, p. 7], 
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storm wttn forced to give way and sail before the wind to 
Mauritius, where they arrived in the beginning of December. 
Here he took charge of a squadron and was directed to proceed 
to France, taking Martinique on the way. Owing to a storm 
which he encountered, he put in for shelter at St. Haul de 
Loanda, the Portuguese colony. As lias been stated, he had 
been some time in the Portuguese service in India, and it was 
reported at Madras that he meant to -send gold, silver, diamonds 
and merchandise to Gon* At St. Paul he chartered a small 
vessel, which carried hh wife, his children (and, it was said* 
the riches that he had gotten)* to IMisdl and thence to Lisbon. 
On reaching Martinique, with only four of his ships, he found 
his homeward voyage was barred by English cruisers. He pro¬ 
ceeded to St. Eustache* one of the islands forming the colony 
of Curafnu, lying north from the coast of Venezuela, and took 
a passage to France in a Dutch ship. War* however, had now 
been declared between France and Holland, and the Dutch 
vessel was forced into an English harbour* La Rourdonnais 
was recognised and made prisoner. Grose states that the 

"ship was taken by sm English privateer, and carried kilo 
Falmouth in December 1747, , * . But the Commodore's lady, 

with uiosL oi the jewel*, arrived in a Portugucie ship at Lisbon." 1 

He adds— 

iP The commodore was confined M>mc days in Periderm h cattle, 
from whence he was conducted to London in the custody of two 
messengers." 

He was treated with the utmost politeness and afterwards 
sent to France. As h well known* on reaching France he was 
imprisoned in the Bastille and remained there for three years 
in the most rigorous confinement, He was charged* in addi¬ 
tion to his political offences, with corruption, embezzlement 
and extortion, but was at length acquitted by a committee 
of the Private Council to whom ltis ease was referred. 

The chief accusation brought against La Boardnnnais is 
that he received a large sum of money from the English to 
1 Grose, VnL IL, p. xsxi- 
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conclude an lift authorised treaty for the ransom of Madras, 
and lit tie doubt can exist from the evidence 3 that he was 
guilty of the charge. But in condemning him for the act it 
Is necessary to consider that La Bourdonnais was a corsair 
of the same stuff us Drake and Hawkins. He regarded the 
capture of Madras as a prize in a privateering cruise* and 
he considered he was entitled to a share oF it, as Drake did 
when he captured the Spanish cities and held them to ransom. 
It must also be remembered that La Bourdonnais was in¬ 
structed not to form any new settlements, ami the only alterna¬ 
tives in his power with regard to Madras were to restore or 
destroy it* The capture of Madras was but a part of his 
general plan to destroy the prestige and power of all the English 
settlements* By the capture of Madras he had dealt a severe 
blow to the reputation of the English, but Lhe hurricane winch 
destroyed his ships altered his prospects. He was no longer 
able to continue on the coast of Coromandel, and he had ici 
settle with all expedition the affairs of Madras. He was 
obligee! to leave the Indian Ocean for want of ships, but he 
left at Pondicherry 900 Europeans and 300 “ Caffrcs ” : 1,1 1,200 
disciplined men/ 1 says Onnc, who were of the utmost service 
to Dupleix in his future operations. Resolution, daring, and 
professional skill historians allow to La Bourdonnais s and lie 
must have a place among the fighting heroes of France, 3 

Dupleix had written to La Bourdonnais; li I believe I 
have inund the means of keeping him (the Nawab) quiet by 
telling him we wilt give him up Madras/" But Duple ix did 
not mention Lhat lie had also found another means of keeping 
the Nawab quiet. Clive states that 44 when Duplelx obtained 
the old Nabob s consent for attacking Madras upon paying a 

1 Sw Appendix I. 

t *P rn]L ‘ 'Jrttes: H ' His imo^lnlgc in mechanics rendered Mm capable of 
building ^ ship from; the keL j l: tils skill In navigaUtm, of ronducLhig Her to 
liny part Of the globe: and hi* cranage, of defending her against any irqunl farce* 
In the conduct of an expedition, he mperuitendrd all the details of the senIce, 
wiUiout being pcrplrxt-if either wilh the variety or number of them. His 
pUoB wre simple. Ills orders precise, anil hotli thr best adapted to the service 
in which he was engaged. Ills npplicLilion was Incessant; and difflcullli-a 
scr ™ anly tn enerr-ase Ills iicllvify, which olwrtV* gave the LXdJnplc of real 
lo those he comnumded.'*—Gimc, Vul. L g p. 73 T 
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certain sum of money, the one half flown the rest when the 
place was taken, as soon as Madras fell the rest oi the money 
was demanded and refused* upon which the Nabob sent his 
eldest son Maphuze Cawn to punish the t rench and retake 
Madras.” 1 The army Ills son commanded consisted of 8,000 
or 10,000, of whom 4,000 were cavalry. Mahfuz Khan 3 on 
reaching Madras proceeded to invest the town on all sides, 
and the two deputies who were sent to treat with liim he 
made prisoners. Dupleix had sent orders to d Espremend 
not to assume the offensive- The Oriental, as is his wont, 
regarded inaction as entirely due to fear. The native com¬ 
mander, basing learnt the dispositions which La Bourdon mbs 
had made, endeavoured to copy them. At llie spot where 
the French had erected one of the batteries of mortars they 
began to construct a battery of their cannon ” which were so 
old as not to be fired without risk to those who managed 
them." 3 

La liourdonnais intended to escalade the Black Town, 
whose walls were very low and the bastions of very little 
strength, and Mahfuz Khan determined to do the same. In 
order to facilitate the assault he let off a piece of water which 
covered the south face of the fort by cutting through a sand¬ 
bank. At the same time a large body of his troops took 
possession of a spring lying about Llirce miles Lo the north of 
the town, which was the only source iroui which the inhabitants 
were supplied with good water. Without good water he knew 
the multitude in the settlement could not exist. D’Esprtfmdml 
was now compelled to assume the offensive. On the following 
morning (October 22, 174*}} the guns from the bastions of 
the Black and White Towns opened fire, and a small body 
of 400 men, with two field-pieces, marched out of the northern 
gate and formed on the plain, concealing their two field-pieces 
behind their line. The Nawab's cavalry, on seeing them, threw 

1 Orme MSS.: India*VoL t, pp. 10&-11. L , „ , 

■ Omit spells it Uuphuze Klmn, Wilks, ,t Per nan eehcLir, writes Mnphiu 
Khan, VnL L, p. 261, According Id this oflici-tl system ot Lriuinli-traLksn, it 
shem! ii be written MaMnl Khan. 

1 Orme, VoL 1„ p. 71. 
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themselves into Llicir .saddles, muted their squadrons and swept 
down like an avalanche. The French waited- The horsemen 
were within a few paces. The line opened to the right and 
left, and the two guns sent forth their shot. Men and horses 
went down. The cavalry bravely stood their ground. They 
expected the sudden fire would quickly cease. They knew 
not the skill of European artillerymen. More men and horses 
fell to the ground. Panic struck them and, wheeling round, 
they galloped away. The French took possession of their tents 
and baggage and 11 two pieces of cannon ” which they round “ so 
little fit for service that they flung them into a well.” * They 
killed about 70 Moors T ’ in the attack, and returned into the 
town without the loss of a man, 

Mahfua Khan was surprised and alarmed at the sudden 
attack made on his cavalry. He immediately recalled his 
troops from the outlying posts and concentrated his forces 
about two miles westward of Madras. His alarm was in¬ 
creased by the news which now reached him—a French force 
was advancing rapidly from Pondicherry. The next day he 
broke up Ids camp and moved to St. Thom£, which had so 
recently been pillaged by the French, The town had no 
defence excepting here and there the remains of a ruined 
wall, but the River Advar, flowing from the west to the sea, 
aFFurdcd it some protect ion from an invading force advancing 
from the south. On the strand between the town and river 
Mahfuz Khan placed in position his 10.000 men and planted 
his cannon along the bank of the river. 

Ormc s graphic account of the defeat of tile Xawab’* army 
has been accepted by English and French historians. He 
states that the French detachment arrived by break of day. 
They crowed the river under a fire of the enemy’s gnus and. 
on reselling the other bank, they gave a general fire of their 
small arms ami charged them with their bayonets. The “ Moots ” 
retreated into the town, their horse and foot got jammed in 
the narrow streets and they suffered severe loss before they 
could extricate themselves and gain the plain to the west* 

* Orrae, Vn!. L, p, 75, 
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ward. Their general Maphuase Khan, mounted on an 
elephant, uii which Lhe great standard of the Carnatic was dis¬ 
play ed + was one of the first who made his escape. 51 Orme 
adds that the “ Moors ,T were scarcely fled out of the town before 
the detachment from Madras arrived. 1 Clive in his answers 
{which have never been printed) to * s a paper of queries ** sent 
to him by Onue, stated : 

" The French contrived to send a party of 300 Mm from Pondi¬ 
cherry by land. and. as soon as tliey had notice ol the arrival of 
those troops at SL ThumiS they made a Sortie from Madras® in the 
night time, at the same time with the other from St. Thom* and 
surprized the Moorish Camp consisting of about 10,000 Men. look 
all the Baggage, killed and wounded many and drove the rest up 
into the Country.™ 3 

One thing is, however, clear amid Lhe differences in the two 
accounts; it is that a small number of French soldiers de¬ 
feated a whole army. The fight qn the banks of the Adyar 
destroyed the belief that the Moors were a brave and formid¬ 
able enemy, and produced far-reaching political and military 
results. 

After the victory Paradis, who was in command of the 
detachment, proceeded to Madras and assumed charge of 
the government. On October 30, 1746, the garrison were 
drawn up under arms and a manifesto was read to the in¬ 
habitants who had assembled. The treaty, which the Govern¬ 
ment of Pondicherry had engaged themselves and given their 
parole on October 13 to keep, was declared null and void. 

Tile English were enjoined to dtllwr up the keys of all maga- 
zltii'S without exception : aJJ mrrclintidize, ptatc, provisions, warlike 
stores, and horses, were, declared the property of the French Com¬ 
pany ; but the English were permitted to dispose of their moveables, 
cloaths, anil the jewels of the women: they were required to give 
their parole not tn serve against the French nation until they shout 1 
be exchanged ; and it was declared that those who refused to obey 
this injunction would he arrested and sent to Pondicherry, Ail, 
excepting such as were willing to take the oath of allegiance' to the 
French King, were ordered to quit the town in four days, and were 
prohibited from laking up their residence within the bounds of 

1 Ormc, Vol. L, p, 76. 

‘Orme MSS.: tndin, YdL t., pp. 108-11. 
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Madras** or in my of the country houses belonging to the English 
without those hounds /' l 

The French put their manifesto into execution with the 
utmost rigour. Most of the English inhabitants were mined. 
Many of them not only refused to give the parole, but justly 
considered that they were absolved from the parole which 
they had given by the bad faith of Dijpleix. They made their 
escape out of the town by night, and, travelling by various 
routes through the country, arrived nt the English settlement 
of Fort St, David. Among those who escaped was Clive, 
“ 1 made my escape/’ he wrote to Orme, * 4 the beginning of 
October, disguised in the habit of a Du bosh E and black'd and 
arrived at St. David the same month, S| 3 
1 Qrme> Vcl. L, p. 73, 

1 DnbasTi (/taltariUE, dubasMtja )j an Interpreter* 

* Croat MSS.: India* VoL I. 
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1746-8: CLIVE AT foht st. davto 


Eort St. David, situated on the sea twelve miles from Pondi¬ 
cherry, associated with the great names of Lawrence and Clive, 
mast always be, to Englishmen who take pride in the brave 
deeds of their forefathers, one of (he most memorable places 
in Lhe Empire* It was in the year 1600 that we purchased 
it from the Mahrattas, and one Mr. Hatsell was ordered “to go 
anti to receive possession of the fort and pay the money, 11 and 
with him were to he sent 11 some factors to be of councel 
there, also a lieutenant, two ensigns, gunners, Ac., officers, 100 
soldiers, HO niatrosses, 20 iaskars, 30 great, guns, 100 barrels of 
powder, 200 racquets* loo cartouches, 10O swords, and am¬ 
munition, Ac., necessary for such a garrison and settlement,” 
anti it was resolved that “the guns, stores, and household 
stuff he removed from Concmier and the southern factories 
thither.” 

The cession included not only the fort but the adjacent 
towns and villages “ within ye ran dome shot! of a piece of 
ordnance.” The best brass gun at Madras was sent with 
Mr. Hatsell, and he was informed that it “lyes in the gunner’s 
arL to load and lire it to the best advantage.” The gunner 
was evidently skilled in his art, for on September 23, 1690, 1 
at the time when Dutch William was busy establishing 
his power in Ireland, the “ randome shott 11 was fired, and it 
fell beyond Cuddaloxe. And Lu this day the villages included 
within the range of that “ randome shott ” are known as 
“ Gundu Gramam ” or “ Camion Ball Villages.” 

The English proceeded at once to introduce law and order 
into their new possession. Mr. Haynes, Mr. Walls, and Macee- 


1 HaHettra su y* 1691— M French In India/' p, 1 & 5 * 
SI 
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chim Nina were appointed “justices of the Choultry 1 In try 
and determine causes civ ill and criminal and to execute accord¬ 
ing to sentence, lyfe nnly excepted, which must be done by 
another court of judicature.' 9 “ AJl tryalb of moment 7 were 
to be registered by “an English Clerk of said Courts" and 
14 the differences amongst black merchants Ji to be decided 
by members of their own caste* Under the powers, judi¬ 
cial, executive and military, which the governor In Council 
wielded, the merchants plied their trades and tended their 
shops, and Cuddalore became a busy and opulent place. A 
traveller of the time has left iis a pleasant picture of the 
settlement ; 

“ Fart Si. David is a small, but htrong and regular fortification, 
built on a rising gran rid, about a mile from Lhe Black-Town, which 
Js called Cuddalore* This last has a wall running round it, with the 
addition of a lew bastions, but Is too large even for all the English 
troops on the coast properly to defend. In it, reside the greatest 
part of the native Indian inhabitants of Fort St* Davids boundaries. 
Both the town, and the fort, are situated near tEie sea sidp ; Cudda¬ 
lore lying almost duo south from the fort. The extent of this settle¬ 
ment's boundaries, are. towards the land, about four miles, and 
three alung Lhe sea sides the former are pointed out by a think 
hedge of the aloe plant and cocoa-uuL tree, having bastions ol six 
or eight guns, at about three-fourths of a mile from each other, hi 
one of these little forts Deputy Governor Starke had fitted up a pleasant 
apartment* and to which he frequently re tired from Fort St* David* 

" The country within the boundaries is very pleasant, and the air 
fine, having seldom any fogs. In the district are many neat houses 
with gardens; the tatter were laid out with much good taste by the 
gentlemen, who either had been, or were Ln llie company's service. 
These gardens produce fruits ol different sorts, such as pine-apples, 
orange s T limes, pome gran ales, plantaines* hananoes* mangoes, guavas* 
(red and white*} bedams {a sort of almond}* pimple-nose, culled kt 
the West Indies, chaducks, a wry fine Urge fruit of Lhe citron kind* 
hut ct four or five times it's size, and many others. AL the end of 
each gentleman's garden there Is generally a shady grove of cocoa- 
nut trees. * - * 

" In the neighbourhood of the agree a bk retreats before men¬ 
tioned* are many pleasant rows of the ever green tulip tree* which 
are planted through great part of the boundaries* in the same manner 

1 Cfcjuflrif—A bait, a shed* nr a simple to$Qia r used by travellers ss a rrsting- 
ptace, anfl also intended for the 1 run indium nl public business. . . . A building 
this kind seems to have formed the early Court-tfouse/*—Yule and Burnett - 
H Hobson-Jubsnn 11 (1903), p. 211. 
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as Oie elms in St, Jairu s's Park, At snnir Itttle distance Irom mie 
of these walks, is a building, belonging to the company, and designed 
for Lhe governor, and culled * the garden-house,/ It Is roomy, hand¬ 
some and well buUl; and has a very goml and large garden belonging 
Lo it, with long and pleasant avenues of trees In the hack stnd front." 1 1 

The writer omits to mention that the large garden was 
inclosed with a brick wall, and before the house, to the south, 
[was] a court with buildings on each side of it.- 7 a The Governor 
of Fort St. David has long since passed away* but Garden 
House, ' L roomy, handsome and well built,^ stands at the end 
of a stately avenue and is the appointed residence of his suc¬ 
cessor, the modest Collector. The garden with its old trees 
still exists and the buildings on each side of the court have 
been converted into Government offices. 

Clive in a letter to the Court (8th March, 1755) states that 
when he and his two companions “came safe to Fort St. 
David ” they found themselves 

" for some lime under the disngreablc OromisUiic^ of being un¬ 
provided for. till at last the Gentlemen of SL David oiler'd a Monthly 
writers hip to all those In tmr Uondition, which was accepted of by 
all but m three ; We were of Opinion that acting in a Military Sphere 
(tha then at a very low Ebb) was the most honourable of the two 
and most conduci ve to the Company's In it 1 rest. 1,1 * 

Besides the cankering inaction to which he was condemned, 

there were other factors which made life in the small fort far 

from pleasant. There was little amusement. As it was a time 

of war, no shooting excursions, no pleasant trips up the river, 

no ships from home broke the monotony of life. Gambling 

was the chief method of passing away the tedious hours* 

There was no military discipline, and the few officers were 

soldiers of fortune. It is there fore not strange that Fort St, 

David should be the scene of murderous brawls* Malcolm 

mentions one of these brawls. He states that Clive formed one 

of a party at play, whom two officers, by the grossest cheating, 

contrived to fleece. The winners were noted duellkts, and all 

the party paid then- losses except Clive* He told the winners 

1 E, ivri: " A Voyage from !£d gland to Lidki, ttc./" ed r 177a, pp r 1B-2L 
■ tlrnu.% VqL L, p. S3. 

1 fi Mlin-llancTOi Letter* Received/' Yol. 3S. No. 120 (India OUk; Record*}. 
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that they had cheated and strictly refused to paj\ He was 
challenged by one of them, went out without seconds, gave his 
fire and missed. His adversary marched up to him, put Ins 
pistol to Clive's head and desired him to ask his life* Clive did 
so. Then the bravo demanded that Clive should pay the sum 
of which he had been cheated* and retract what he had said. 
111 And what if I refuse ¥ 11 demanded Clive* “Then 1 fire,* 1 
replied the other. Fire and be damned !said Clive; M I said 
yon cheated, I say so still, nor will I ever pay you/ 1 The bully, 
finding his threats useless, called him a madman and threw the 
pistol away. Clive's young companions complimented him on 
his behaviour* but he refused to discuss the matter and would 
never again breathe a word against the officer. " He has 
given me my life, 1 * he said, “ and though I am resolved on 
never paying money which was unfairly won, or again asso¬ 
ciating with him, I shall never do him an injury/’ 1 

Clive vm now merely acting in a 41 military sphere/ 1 but the 
time was at hand when he would join a service which disciplines 
and directs the stubborn, indomitable courage he had shown. 

When Fort St. George fell* the eyes of Du pie Lx were turned 
towards Fort St, David. It was the chief obstacle to the 
complete subjection of the English. In Lite month of December 
he recalled Paradis from Madras to command an expedition 
against it. Paradis set forth with a detachment of 300 Euro¬ 
peans and a long train of coolies carrying the chests which 
contained the treasure he hud acquired in the administration 
of his government. When he had proceeded thirty miles from 
Ma dries* lie was surprised by u division of the Nawab's com¬ 
manded by Mahfuv Khan, who had publicly sworn to revenge 
the defeat of St. Thome. Fired on by the enemas infantry 
concealed in the thickets, their rear and flanks threatened by 
clouds of cavalry* his oppressed Lroops with their encumbrance 
made their way with the utmost difficulty to Sadr as, a Dutch 
settlement forty-two miles from Madras. Several of the French 
soldiers were wounded during the march* and twelve or fourteen 

1 Malcolm: ^Memoirs oF Lord CUve/* Yd, J. p p, i7 r Taken ifrotu the 
■* Jiiogrvfcphhi EritqmUca ,J (£ni eil.) B i±rl. ™ Clive./ 1 p a ii-16. 
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Europeans were made prisoners, Maltfuz Khan gave out 
that he had won a great victory* and showed Ids prisoners as 
an incontestable mark of his triumph. The moral effect of 
the French success at St* Thome was destroyed* 

Paradis, when reinforcements frum Pondicherry reached Iiirn, 
marched to Amncopang (Aritin Kuppam), a small fort built by 
the French about two miles to the south.-west of Pondicherry 
and about one mile and a half from the sea. Here the force 
for the capture of Fort St, David was assembled. IE 11 consisted 
of I,TOO men, for the most part Europeans, of which 50 were 
cavalry : they hud one or two coin panics of Cafirc slaves, 
natives of Madagascar and one of the eastern coast of .Vfrica : 
the^e had been disciplined, and were brought into India by 
Mr. l>e la Rourdoimais. Their artillery consisted of six field 
pieces and us many mortars/' 1 Duple Lx had summoned 
Paradis, the able Swiss engineer, to command the expedition, 
but, owing to Lhe petty jealousy of the French officers and 
their vigorous opposition* the command was given to Bury* 
without talent and without energy* old and infirm* the senior 
officer of the French troops in India, 

The garrison of Fort Si* David numbered 200 Europeans and 
100 half-caste Portuguese infantry called *' 1 Topasses/ 1 perhaps 
on account of wearing a iopi or hat, 2 When La Bourdonnais laid 
siege to Madras the government of Fort St David hired 2,000 
“ Peons S1 (a species of irregular infantry, armed with swords 
and spears or matchlocks) for the defence of CuddaJore and 
their seven miles of territory. But fc though the numerical strength 
of their forces was small and their efficiency slight, Ilinde* the 
governor, and his colleagues were men formed by nature to fight 
against difficulties. They wrote to the Court that 1,4 Lhis for us 
most Fortunate Storm + which we look upon as a dhtinguish- 

1 Orme, Veil, i„ p. aa. 

■ 11 'Iti;• Clirists:iiL ,r . 1 who CjII tliemsL-Hvs Porlugufse T form jmrl i>! a p,=rrl 
ion " lh«-v" are little ftiflcfiqf In murage to the la west CiiKfS -i«f Indians, find 
greatly interior to Lhe higher efislp, fis wll jls ta Lhu nor l hum Mauri of Lndo- 
ilan;" bul because they kam lhe manual tstereise* nnd the dutMf of a parade 
with wfHciflrl midJailia, ond an? clod like EuropeElnS, they fire Incorporated 
into I he cojopnnfFs &f Europpan Iroops. From wearing a hat, I beat pretended 
Portuguese obtain id amongd lhe tuiUvn of Indies lhe name of Topas&ei; by 
whlcli tiame the Europeans likewise distinguish them/'— Ibid., p. &L 
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Jng murk of Providence in our favour, had prevented the 
French from attacking L * this Place * 5 by sea. “ Though it Is 
tlu? opinion uf most of our officers that* hurl they come, we 
should have taken up more of their time than they Itati to 
spared They added : 

" We have about Twenty or Llit; Kings people lhat were leiL 
aslioar sk-k who have put our Gun room in Excellent order* some of 
Lhe people came to us fram Madras* though not many. The additions 
and alterations to our Fort within this Twelve month hnve mnde 
it Infinitely more secure than it was* VW have lull six months 
Provisions of all Kinds in the Fort, so that we doubt not but we should 
have tk'en able lo make a defence for a considerable Time had tln v 
come ; they now Talk of coming to us by Lund* in which case We 
Hk-^ God we are no ways apprehensive but with the Common yro- 
ketion of Providence we shall be able to Defend and Secure this 
Phscv I i.i we are nklved, for % which purpose We assure your Honours 
our Utmost Endeavours shall be used/ * 

Uieir dependence on Heaven did nut prevent Hinde, the 
governor, from applying Lo the Nswab for Mb assistance against 
the French when he learnt that a force had been collected to 
attack Fort St, David* The N&Wab, exasperated at the 
defeat of his son + readily engaged to send his armv to their 
aid. Clive, in the memorandum mentioned* states Lbul 41 under 
the command of Maphuze Cawn and Mahomed Ally Cawri 
[tiiL- Xawah s sons] these forces* who were encamped on Hie 
plain by CUemundalixm [three miles from the fort] arrived Lhe 
day before Major Bury took Possession of the Garden House**’ 3 

On December 8, 1746, the French troops set out at 
night from Ariancopang, and as the scarlet shafts uf sun¬ 
shine broke above the palms they arrived at the Ptmttr FLiver 
and crossed at a ford about a quarter uf n mile from the Carden 
House. They moved quickly forward and took possession of 
the walled garden, “There might be,” says Clive, “a few 
scattering shot fired from some of the points on the Enemy 
when they were advancing towards Lhe Bound Hedge, and 
they might have received some trifling Molestation from a 
Body of about 600 Peons commanded by one Malrauze and 

■ Dispatch from Fort SL David, 17th October, 1711) (Madras Rec&rijsi. 

Dnue MSS.: Lidia, Ycl. L. pp. 10&-U* 
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who were putted in and about the Thkketts near the Garden 
House,” 1 Weary with their long night march, the French 
intended to rest at the Garden House during the day. They 
had no reason Lo ex pee L an attack. The scanty garrison would 
not leave their Fortifications and Dupleix had told Bury that 
the English had not been able to prevail with the Nawab to 
send more than 1.500 men to their assistance. The slight 
resistance offered to their advance confirmed them in the belief 
that they had no formidable Foe to fight* Bury, who expected 
a detachment of native troops* suddenly found an army. 
But Clive, who served that day as a volunteer, must tell the 
story of his first action : 

" The French commander as seen as in possession of the Garden 
House and Plantation though L he had nothing to Itar and gave leave 
to nil the troops without exception Lo lay down their arms to Look 
lor Pots and wood to dress their VicLuals and to refresh themselves 
after the faLlgue of their march: in this unSoldierlike and scattered 
condition were the French when the whole Moorish Army were descried 
marching towards the Plantation and Garden House: the Enemy had 
just time to lay hold of their anus but not to form and their paniek 
was so great that Instead of making a disposition for defending them¬ 
selves in their naturally strung Situation Lhey began Lo retreat to¬ 
wards Pondicherry hi an unlonued Heap and did not recover their 
Order or tears for the first Lhree miles : had the Moors been good for 
any thing and made a Charge upon them in that condition they must 
every man ha ve been cut off : on seeing the Enemy retreat from the 
Carden House we made a Sortie from the fori, with 200 men 50 of 
Which were Topasses and marched after them for about 6 miles before 
we overtook them hut then they w p ene in too good order and too much 
recovered lor us with our small force to attempt any tiling against 
them: however they lost a great many men hy the random Shot of 
the Moorish infantry and our Peons : what military Stores were lodged 
in the Carden House were all abandoned and we found there a great 
many Chests of small arms: the Moors also took great quantities of 
Stores and Baggage, in short the French arrived aL Pondicherry the 
Evening of the same day greatly fatigued and frightened." 1 

Duplex now set himself to surmount the hostility of the 
Nawab and Mahfusi Khan by bribes and blandishments. At 
the same time he formed a project to take Cuddalorc by 

* Letter from l-nrd (3Eye, Cundover, July 19* 17h#2 (Orzne MSS.: India, Voh L* 
pp. 137-41 )u 

■ Gone MSS,: India, VoU J * pp, 10B-1L 
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surprise Hie Government of Fort SL David wrote to the 
Court: 

** The -toLh JDcet-mber 17IHJ. Wc Lire advised they fitted out a 
Force by sea to surprize us that day but Providence disappointed 
them* some of their Boats were drove as hoar and their ammunition all 
spoiled which reduced them to a necessity of laying aside their Design 
and putting back into Aria Copang River ; The 31st ¥t! bad a skirmish 
hy Lnnd T we again obtained mi advantage over them, and bad we 
even then been succoured your Honours AtTairs would have been in 
all humaiti prohahilUty Restored in o great nur:ti>ufe t if not altogether. 
The Nabob was so wrlJ disposed towards us, but as yet we had not 
had a tini■ or any assistance from Be nplJ since Madrass was t&ki-ft, 
now -4 months. * , „ We shall only add we think it somewhat un¬ 
kind in uur Countrymen and Fellow Servants to have abandoned us* 
and that we will do all wee can under these discourage tug Circum 
stamv- Sj uml Trust to Providence for Lhe Events, Hitherto we haw 
beeii |atj but a small Eipence, our Presents to the Country Govern- 
meiu not Exceeding above Three thousand $ r mQ Pagodas, TriJUe not 
worth mentioning hi Proportion to Lhe Kxpen.ce Lhc-y are at p and 
the Desquiet it has given our Ehcmys, who are trying every possible 
method La make up AtlaLrs with Lhem t and the above tlircumslancelsj 
gi-eully Fflciititate Lhiir Negotiation as they clog the Winds of ours. 
We have in General Terms promised in your Honours' name that 
we win not hr ungrateful for any favours the Nabob may show us.” 1 

Ilinde and Ills Council were persecuted with sordid impor¬ 
tunity Ly the Nawab, who bad a great appetite for subsidies- 
But they bad not the money to gratify his tL extreme lucra¬ 
tive disposition: Their treasury was almost exhausted when 
a gallant bailor anchored his ship in the road and landed 100,000 
to silver, and twenty recruits, Dupleix had all the plunder of 
Madras at Ins command. He spared no art which could with¬ 
draw the Nawnij Irom the English. lit? appealed to his avarice 
by offering him lakhs of pagodas. He aroused liis fears as 
to the late of liis kingdom l>y sending a detachment from 
Madras which burnt his villages mid threatened liis capital. 
Just at that lime the four ships of La Bourdon hills’ squadron, 
which had made their w r ay to Aehiu, returned to Pondicherry. 
Duplebe informed the Nnwab oi their arrival, and he exagger¬ 
ated the strength of the reinforcement they brought. The 
English at Port St. David were, he urged, a handful of men 

1 Dispatch tram t’ert SL David, Jt±mifiry 10 > l7i&-7 {Miutr&s Recently 
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deserted by their countrymen. His statement was supported 
by the long absence of the English squadron. The Nawab 
became convinced that the English cause was the losing cause. 
The inevitable result followed* The Government of Fort 
St. David wrote to their masters i 

11 Since our lost account of the melancholy Situation of tilts 
Settlement which must Certainly have appeared to be very Pre¬ 
carious, We had the misfortune Lo be reduced to uiinusl inevitable 
\ danger, for as qur security chieily depended on the assistance of 
the Moors, We were soon brought in the uLniosl Extremity by being 
abandoned by them, notwithstanding all the arguments and Per¬ 
suasions that could possibly he used on our parts Lo Continue them 
in our Interest; hut the Jong delay of our ships with the uncertainty 
of their ■ omiltg at all, and the frequent oilers and proposals they 
received from the French* which arose to five Lack of Rupees, made 
all our endeavours prove fruitless, as we could by no means think 
of making such offers, and if we could, they would have still outbid 
us, having thIs advantage of us, that if they dad not perform their 
Promises, they could not ho on worse Terms than they were, whereas 
We must literally have performed aLL ours upon the whole. On 
l be 4th February, both their armies decamp'd, leaving us wholly lo 
ourselves; In which destitute Circumstances the French, on Ihe 
last of February, came uuL of Pondicherry, and on Hie IsL March 
made another attempt upon us by Land, bringing with them a Force 
considerably superior to any yet sent or we could equal in more than 
a Quarter part/* 1 

Clive gives an account of the second attempt to capture 
Fort St. David, March 2/1 1747. 

** Soon after DupJeLv bought Maphuzc Ally Cawn on, who went 
and paid him a visit at Pondicherry, But Mahomed Ally Cawn i t turned 
to Arcot willi the greatest part ut the forces seemingly much disgusted 
at the treacherous behaviour of his Brother; by the latter tud of 
February the French had recovered their spirits and began their march 
a second lime against Fort St, llqvjd with 1200 Europeans a body of 
Caffrays {kafir, negro soldier] and a troop of horse all under the command 
of Paradis. To this great force we could not oppose near the 200 Men ; 
however we marched out with 2 or 3 field pieces to oppose the French 
in crossing the Fencer Elver. About a uifle to the North of Shoemakers 
and Fatchere Points the French were drawn up on the other side 
ol the river at the distance of about GOO yards. We Cannonaded one 
another tlie whole day without the Enemy ever attempting to cross 
tlic River; but as the Evening came on we could perceive the Emmy 
were making dispositions lo cut oil our retreat upon which wc re. 

^ DiH^j^t^h from Fort St, Pnvitl, May 2, 17 i7 (Miidrus nvconds}. 
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lumed tu the Fort; in this Carniunadement we lost 8 Men and the 
French 22; the next morning al daybreak the 3rd of March we could 
discover from the Fort that the French had taken Possession of the 
Garden House but we shortly after discovered something of a much 
more agreeable nature, which was tlie sight of Mr. Grinins squadron 
and as soon as the French had made the same discovery they re¬ 
treated a second time to Pondicherry with great precipitation.' 1 ' 1 

Souu after the repulse of the second attack, Robert Clive 
received his first commission. The document marks the very 
outset of a military career, distinguished by a series of sue- 
cesses that laid great foundations ; 

John Hinile Esqr T Deputy Governor for AH Affairs of the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies at 
Fart St. David, and the Towns of Tcvenapatnni. and Cuddalore In 
the Chinie [? Gmgee] Countryj and the Territories thereto belonging* 
To all iu whom these presents shall come. Greeting. 

HY VIRTUE of the Power given to the President of 
Fort St, George by the Court of Directors fur Affairs of 
the United Company of Merchants of England trading 
to the East Indies, which powvr h derived by Charter from 
Seal of our late Sovereign Lord George, and is now devolv'd on 

lhe me, 1 do hereby Constitute and Appoint you Robert 

Compcifi^ Clive Gnnt j Ensign of the Second Company ci Foot 
Soldiers at Fort St. David, giving and Granting you full 
pow r er and Authority to call together* train, conduct and 
to Buttle Fad Lbem according to military and martial 
Discipline, strictly willing and Commanding all your 
inferior Officers and Soldiers to obey you as such, and 
You Yourself are strictly Enjoyned to obey olj Orders 
^uu si]fill receive Irani me. or the Dvputy Governor of 
tlii-'i place for the time beings or from any your Superior 
Officers for the time being, 

GIVEN under my hand, and the United Company's 
Seal this Sixteenth day of March, in the twentieth Year 
uf the Riign of our Sovereign Lord George the Second 
bj the Grace of God ot Great Britain, France and Ireland 
King Defend*? ot Faith, and in the Year ul our Lord 
one thousand, Sown hundred Forty and sle 

seven 


Witness 

iSgdJ Thomas Cooke Jam 
Seciy. 


(Sgd) John Hinde. 


1 Orme MSS.: ludia, VoL I., pp. 108-tF 
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In a dispatch to the Court, dated May 2 t 17 FT, the Governor 
in Council writes: 

H Mr, Robert Clive, Writer 1 Ln the Service, being of a martial dis¬ 
position and having acted as a volunteer in our tale engagements 
wp have granted him an Ensign's Commit=San upon his application 
lor the same/' 1 

The Court in their letter of December i, 1747, remark : 

" Re sure to encourage Ensign Clive in Ins martial pursuits, 
according to his merit : any improvement he shall make therein 
shall be duly regarded by us," 

On January I, 1748* there arrived at. Fort St. David a 
veteran commander who fostered the military ardour of l he 
young soldier and taught him all the details of the profession. 
It was from Stringer Lawrence Clive learnt that by discipline 
and a training in details soldiers can be made with whom 
battles are worn 

Stringer, the son of John Lawrence of Hereford, and Mary 
his wife, was born March 6, 1697. Little is known of his 
ancestry or his early life. At the age of thirty he was appointed 
ensign in General Jasper Clayton’s regiment (afterwards the 
14 th Foot, and now the West Yorks hire), then stationed at 
Gibraltar, and there Is some reason to suppose Lhafc he served 
in Hie ranks of some regiment during the previous siege. Clay¬ 
ton’s regiment was at Gibraltar for several years, and was 
employed as marines in Wager's Beet on the coast of Italy, 
Legend states that Lawrence was taken prisoner by an Italian 
pirate vessel, and was for some time an board it + In 1746 
he became lieutenant* He was present when the column, 
headed by the King's son* broke the heart of Lhe French line 
at Fontenoy; and he heard the wild yeti with which the 
Highlander* threw themselves on our rank* at Culloden. On 
December 17 5 1746, the Court of Directors 

r * Resolveli that the garrison of Fort St* George be M itu gibe tied 
with a number of recruits, sergeants, and ensigns, and that an able 
officer he sent from hence as Major thereof, at the salary^ of i'^fat) 
per annum, and one hundred guineas for his charges out. And 

* Dispatch from Fort St. David F May 2 r 1747 (Madras Records]. 
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explain Lawrence being recommended as a person qualified for ihfi 
posl. Resolved by the Ballot thid Lhe said Captain Lawrence be 
appointed Major of the Garrison on the terms above mentioned, and 
being called In, be was acquainted therewith.” 1 

On February 18, 17-17, Stringer Lawrence took the usual 
oath, and set sail in the if ittchehstm. His appointment was 
notified to the Governor of Madras in the following terms ; 

"Stringer Lawrence Esq., is entertained by us lo he Major of 
our Garrison at Fort St. George upon the same terms as Major Kmpe. 
%iz., two hundred and fifty pounds sterling per annum and one of 
the Companies." a 

But before the notification reached Lidia, Madras had 
surrendered to the French, and the Government or Madras 
had ceased to exist. In January, 1718, Stringer Lawrence, a 
"Stout hale man of fifty," landed at Fort St. David. 

When Lawrence assumed command of the garrison, it had 
been reinforced by 100 men from the Bombay European regi¬ 
ments, 150 recruits from England, iind 100 sepoys from the 
English settlement of TplJichciry on the Malabar coast. Griffin's 
squadron of “Nine sails ” had landed 100 Europeans from 
Bengal, and the admiral had lent i>00 sailors and 150 marines 
"as a temporary augmentation of the garrison." * CJivc tells 
® s «ftcr Lhe arrival of Lawrence a report reached 

the garrison that the French intended to make n third attempt 
on Fort St. David. 

Being yJOfiJ or 8110 Strong Major Laurence encamped w'ilh [lu st 
foms between tin- Garden House and the River p. nnar: in this Camp 
we continued some lime till we hail discovered a Conspiracy formed 
by Hit- Commander of tb" Tellicherrv Seapoys to desert with all his 
nim to the French in the day of Battle ; this discovery led ns to many 
olliers and by s-dzing lire Papers of .Mr. Morse's Dubash it appeared 
Hial Mr. Duplelx and he liar! carried on a constant Correspondence 
together m the Country Language. Mr. Dupl, i>. got acquainted with 
him during the time Mr. and Mrs. Morse were at Pondicherry and 
upon examining bis Papers il appeared hy numb* re of Letters from 
Mr, Dupleix Unit lie hud received exact Intelligence of lhe most 
minute transactions and that all ollt Counsels were betrayed. In cue 

V ° L G2r <POt " ?d by Cl1 * S - “Sinner 

loiter Book." Vol. 26, quutrfl op. cii. T for, zii. 

1 Orion, VoL L r p. 89, 
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of Mr, Dlipleix's Letters he says to the Dub ash, You write me the 
Erie Its] 1 have pulled down your House mid that you dealrc I would 
send you Money to build you a new one ; if I was to comply with your 
request the English knowing you are poor would immediately inquire 
how you come by the money and by that means discover the Corre¬ 
spondence between ns and put you to death, I make no doubt hut 
by your means we shall soon be in possession of SI. Davids and then 
I will build you a house of double the Value aL Pondicherry, 

General Court Martial being belt! upon Lbese Tray tors, the 
Du bash and his Second were hanged, the Commander and others of 
the Tcllicherry Seapoy Officers wen 1 banished 1o St. Helena and the 
West Coast: Lhe Dub nth at the Gallows declared his Master's Mr. 
Morse’s Innocence of his Intrigues with Mr. Dupliix: tliis p]nt being 
unmveiled the French gave over their designs mid we returned to 
Garrison/" 1 

The treachery nf the Tel! i cherry sepoys showed the neces¬ 
sity of stricter discipline, and led to the introduction of a 
Military Code, Lawrence also knew that to carry on a cam¬ 
paign with success yoti must place your army on a systematic 
footing- lie formed the different companies of the European 
Corps into & regular battalion of seven companies, one of 
them being a grenadier company. Each comjiany consisted 
of one captain-lieutenant, one lieutenant* one ensign, four 
sergeants, four corporals, three druTurners, and seventy privates. 
All the men of the battalion* except the grenadiers, ceased to 
wear swords* The officers carried in addition to their swords 
light fusils, the sergeants halberds. The peons were formed 
into companies and were trained in the manoeuvres and evo¬ 
lutions practised in the Royal \rray. Lawrence had learnt 
the value of cavalry in war, and the first troop of horse in 
the Madras Presidency was raised at this time. 

The Government of Fort fit. David wrote to the Court ; 

"As our enemies are furnished wiLh a troop of horse, by which 
they have grealiy the advantage of us in sending out parties thereof, 
that make frequent incursions near our limits, aud the adjacent 
villages, we have thought it absolutely necessary, with the opinion 
of Major Lawrence and several of tlie officers, to raise a troop also 
in your service, and have granted commissions to Lieutenant Gcugms 
and Mr. Hally burton to act as Lieutenants, and cue to Ensign 

i Letter from Lurd Oivp, Cun-lover, Jgly 19 H 1762 (Orme MSS.: India, 
VoL I., pp, 138-40). 
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Chesfborntigh tu be a Cornett, thrse bring the properest pftsmi. We 
Itave only li^c-n able to provide horses and accoutrements for 30 men, 
but we daily expect more borws from the country, and hope in a 
short lime to make up this number, one hundred." 1 


Lawrence had also under liis command a company of 
artillery' winch consisted of a hundred g unn ers commanded 
by ft First Captain and Chief Engineer.® The little force, 
disciplined and trained by Stringer Lawrence, was the germ 
of the army that won an empire for England. 

On the night of June fl, 1747, an English 20-gun ship, re¬ 
turning from a cruise, brought the intelligence to Fort St, 
David Lhat she had discovered seven large ships to the south. 
Xc?tl day at noon the French squadron was discerned in the 
south-east. The sea-wind was set in, and they were sailing 
directly hr fore it towards St, David. The English squadron 
was at anchor near the land, and during the sea-breeze could 
not get near the enemy. At four in the afternnon, the French 
squadron, “ being within three leagues of the road,” altered 
their course, and as they kept to the windward the English 
admiral thought their intention was to make Pondicherry at 
ul! events. About midnight the English fleet put to sea with 
the Jand-wind. In the morning they shortened sail, in ex¬ 
pectation every minute of seeing the French squadron again 
to the south. But when evening came, and no ships were 
seen, Admiral Griffin, feeling that he had been deceived, made 
sail for Madras, where he arrived the next evening anti found 
no French ships in the road. Bouves, the commander of the 
French squadron, an able and experienced mariner, had reached 
Pondicherry in the morning, and having landed 100 soldiers 
and £200.000 in silver, immediately put out to sea on his 
return to Mauritius, 


1 Dispatch from Fort St. David, February 13, 17*7-ft (Madras R-ccrds}, 
3 Ttift Artillery CuEnjanny . ■ . wun nj the folioEt-rc J , 

] First Captain and Chid Enquirer. | Ensign Fireworker. 

1 Second Cnpttrtn and Engineer. 4 Sergeant Ram ha rdier*. 

1 LLiptafn-Lieutenant and Director of * Corpora) Bombardiers, 

laboratory. 2 Drummers* 

1 First Linilimiiift Fireworker. 10D Gunner*. 

1 Second Lieutenant Fir™ark,ar h 

—TOiart 1 * 11 Slilitiiry Hhtory of the Madras En ameers/ 1 VoL L p p. D. 
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When Dupleix at Pondicherry saw that the English squadron 
had sailed to Madras, he determined to attack luddalore at once 
by night and capture it by surprise* Master of Cudd&fore, he 
could deprive the garrison of Fort St. David of their direct com¬ 
munication with the English squadron. Lawrence met Ids plan 
with a dexterous move. What took place Clive has described: 

fJ Some lime? idler this Mr. Floyer and! Major Laurenrc received 
intelligence that the French intended to attack Cnddalore by Sea fade : 
to encourage Lhem in the attempt they artfully withdrew aJ! Lite 
forces and Cannon from Cuddnlore in the day time and as sqon as 
it was dark sent them hack with a strong Reinforcement, The next 
morning the French farce consisting of SOU Europeans at least began 
their March and marching a good dec! inland possessed themselves ol 
{RandiopolEam j Hills and march[ed] down towards Cuddaloie hftween 
10 and 11 o'clock and SinmedSati-ly began the Attack by planting 
Ladders against the WaUs: the Garrison being prepared for them 
they were readily repulsed with considerable loss* and Lhcy made 
the best ol their way back again overwhelmed with Fatigue and 
disgrace: lheir Ignorance was plainly discovered by their attacking 
the only place which was fortified and had a Wall for to the North 
and South it was quite open and they might have entered with caw 
and overpowered our Numbers," 1 

Three times had the French endeavoured to take the fort, 
and three times they had been gallantly repelled by the small 
garrison. The outlook for Dupleix was grave. Early in the 
year 1747 the Governor and Council at Fort St* David had 
received advice that a strong armament was fitting out under 
the command of Admiral Eoscawen for the attack of Pondi¬ 
cherry, 9 Letters received from the French Ministry had also 
informed Dupleix that the English armament had left England 
in November, f l might now appear at any moment* Dupleix* 
who had been confident about capturing Fort St. David, 
became anxious for the security of Pondicherry, He pro¬ 
ceeded, with the expert advice of Faradis, to strengthen its 
defences. The preparations were being actively carried on 
when a native courier brought Dupleix the news that the 
great English fleet was come at last- 

1 Letter from Lard Clive, Omdover, July 19* 1762 iOnue MSS ■ India, 
\ol L, P p. iAO-l). 

■ Orme MSS.: I ndia, VoL J.,'pp r SieRc «T Fond ictif iry. 
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CHAPTER IV 

1743-0 : THE FIRST SIEGE OF PONDICHERRY 

Qx November 1* 1747, the squadron under the command 
of Admiral Boscawen sailed from St> Helena Lt witli a fair 
wind which only served for that day/ 7 On March 29, I74S T 
the fleet came to anchor in Table Ray. 

,J On the 39th, the ground was pitched on to enciunp, and men 
wen* ordered on shore Id clear it ; but the wind b towed so fresh* 
that the forces could not land till April 6th* when the whole encamped 
in good order and discipline* being three battalions, with artillery; 
on the right were 400 marines, making one battalion : six English 
independent companies, of 112 men each* were on the left; and 
six Scotch companies were in the centre. The men made a good 
appearance, and no pains were spared, as to discipline and refresh¬ 
ment, In order to fit them for their better performance in action/ 11 

On May 8 Bosc&wen sailed from the Cape with his 
squadron, together with six ships belonging to the Dutch 
East India Company, on board of which were 490 soldiers. 
Owing to the stormy weather the fleet did not make the 
Mauritius till June 23. Boseawen had been ordered to attack 
the island. But he found the landing, owing to the rocks 
ami breakers, dangerous, and the coast strongly defended 
by the fortification which La Ruurdannais had erected [luring 
his administration. Port Louis was protected by forts; across 
the harbour lay moored a large ship of two decks, 44 and there 
were besides twelve ships at anchor within the harbour, four 
of which were of considerable force, and ready for sea/ 5 A 
council of war was held to consider what should be done next. 
They thought themselves sufficiently strong to reduce the 
island, 11 yet the loss, they would probably sustain in Lhe 
attack, and lhe number of men which would be requisite to 

1 “ Asiatic Annual RflgUter,” 1802 (Characters, (]j 35), 
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garrison the fortifications, would necessarily so much weaken 
their force, that it would certainly retard them, and might, 
perhaps, entirely prevent them from undertaking the siege of 
Pondicherry, which Boscaweu was instructed to consider as 
the principal object of his command.” 1 It was determined 
to run on to the coast of Coromandel without delay. On 
June 27, Boscawcn “sailed from the Mauritius, when the 
Dutch ships parted with the fleet, and steered for Batavia." 

On July 29, 1748, Bospawcn arrived at Fort St. David, and 
Admiral Griffin resigned the command of his squadron to 
him, and a few days after proceeded with a 60-gun ship and 
two frigates to Trincomalee. 

“The junction of these fleets/ 1 writes an English officer 
who had sailed with Boscawen from England, “ formed the 
greatest marine force belonging to any one European nation 
that had ever been seen in the Indian seas; it consisted of 
more than thirty ships, of which thirteen were of the line. 
The English at Fort St. David, and all the native powers 
attached to their cause, beheld this formidable armament with 
a joy proportioned to the success which was naturally looked 
for from its operations.” 5 

Boscaweu carried a commission from the King as General 
and Comniaiider-in-Chief of the land forces employed in the 
expedition. Stringer Lawrence was actively engaged in pre¬ 
paring his men for the business of war, when they were called 
upon to undertake an arduous siege under a commander who, 
being a sailor, knew nothing whatever of soldiering. Bos- 
cawen’s object was to capture Pondicherry, He regarded it 
in the same light as an enemy’s fleet. lie would go straight 
in and win. He had not a moment to lose. He must strike 
a decisive blow before the French called in their ally the Rajah 
of Tan] ore to their assistance. As soon as his troops were 
landed, he dispatched tlirce line-of-battle ships and a sloop 
of war to Pondicherry in order to blockade the place by 
Sea. On August S the army under his command began 

1 “Asiatic Annual Register," 1802, p. 30, 

'^Orme, YoL 1„ p. tOO. "Asiatic Annual Register," 1B02, pp, 36-7, 
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their march. Bui Clive must tell the story of the siege, in 
which he distinguished himself by his daring and obstinate 
determination. His narrative, which is now puL in print for 
the first time, is modest and distinct. 

“If there be any Officers or Soldiers in India remaining 
of those who were at the Siege of Pondicherry, 12 or 13 years 
experience must have convinced them how very ignorant we 
were of the art of war in those days. Some of the Engineers 
were Masters of the Theory without the Practice, and those 
seemed wanting in resolution ; others there were who under¬ 
stood neither, yet were possessed of courage sufficient to 
have gone on with the undertaking if they had known how 
to go about it. There was scarce an Officer who knew whether 
the Engineers were acting right or wrong till it was Loo late 
in the Season, and we had lost too many men, to begin an 
Approach again ; in another (sic) Llm duty of the Engineer 
was in s great measure performed by the Office of Artillery 
and they seemed to be Lhc only people who knew something 
of what they were about during this memorable Siege. 

4i We received advice early in the year 17-17 Lhat an Expe¬ 
dition was fitting out under the command of Admiral Bos- 
cowen for the attack of Pondicherry. In August the Admiral 
arrived himself in the Namur , and was soon after followed 
by Lhe rest of the Squadron and Transports. On board the 
Fleet were embarked 1200 In dependants under the command 
of Major Mompessnn. As soon as the forces were disembarked 
and had refreshed themselves, being joined Lo the Company's 
troops, they consisted in Numbers as nearly as I can remember 
as follows: 1200 Independaots, about 7 or SOO Marines, 750 
Company’s troops. To passes included, two Companies of 
artillery (one was belonging to the King the other to the 
Company), and about 1100 Scapoys, or rather Peons in those 
days, for they knew little of Discipline ami were of little Service 
in comparison to what they are now. 

" The Regulars amounted to about 30011 men. The In- 
dependanls were formed into two Battalions commanded by 
Majors Muir and Peppe, the Murines by the oldest Captain, 
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the* Company troops by Major Laurence, and the Train by 
Major Goodcre - the whole was commanded by Major Mom- 
pesson, under Admiral Boscowen who was Cumimmder-in- 
Chief by Sea and Land and had the rank given him of Major 
General, 

“ With this Force we began our March towards Pondi¬ 
cherry, and our first Mistake in my Opinion and one principal 
cause of our miscarriage was the resolving to attack Ario- 
eopang* Their liLUe fortifications were not to be defended 
against Battering Cannon or a bombardment* but was not 
to be taken by a Coup-de-main, for it had a very good deep 
dry ditch full of Pitt sell* a covered way* and Cavaliers in 
each of the Angles, and many other advantages which made 
it necessary to attack the place with heavy Cannon* The 
Engineers were ordered to reconnoitre this fortification, and 
make their report Lo the General ; their Report was that the 
Enemy had thrown up an Entrenchment and manned IL a 
few Yards in front of the Place, and that this Entrenchment 
rmisl be stormed first, and afterwards the Fort of Arlocopang 
might easily be taken* Accordingly a detachment of Marines, 
Independants, with part of the artillery under the direction 
of Major Good ere* were ordered upon this service. The troops 
marched up to the Entrenchment, as they thought it, at day¬ 
break, with great Spirits and resolution* but how' great wus 
their disappointment to find, instead of an Entrenchment lull 
of Frenchmen t only a heap of rubbish consisting of a few old 
bricks* and a Fortification (not to he taken by a coup-de-main) 
fraught with all those advantages before described. The 
Troops finding themselves exposed to a terrible fire of both 
Musketry and Cannon loaded with grape Shot* from the Walls, 
all within Pistol Shot, without a possibility of doing any thing, 
had no Choice left but that of surrendering or making a pre¬ 
cipitate re treat. They chose the latter, and we had near ISO 
Gallant Men and officers killed and wounded to no manner 
of purpose ; or f Officers were killed outright, and many 
desperately wounded, among the rest was Major Goodere 
who lost his leg, and soon after Jus life. On this Officer's 
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experience the General chiefly depended for the Operations 
of the Siege. This unfortunate blundering Disaster affected 
the Spirits of the Troops in such a manner that it was a lung 
time before they recovered themselves* and I believe never 
after entertained any great hope of Success against Pondi¬ 
cherry. 

“ Grown wise by fatal experience, they began now to (lnd 
it necessary to bring on them some heavy Cannon for the 
reduction of the place. The French finding us resolutely bent 
upon carrying this Point, very judiciously threw every Obstacle 
in our Way* well knowing that by employing us at 3 miles 
distance from Pondicherry wc lost both time and mm, and 
should be nothing nearer to the taking the Place whe n Aria- 
eopnng should fall* 

“To the Northward and about the Fort ran il broad deep 
river called Areacopang TLiver* On the banks of this river 
Lhe French erected a Flattery of heavy Cannon to obstruct 
and enfilade our approaches to the Fort. Our Engmeerjs] 
erected a Counter Battery to tliis, but with -so little judgment 
that when they came to open it in the Morning at day-break, 
there was a thick wood between ours and that of the Enemy. 
This blunder must be owing to their great caution in recon¬ 
noitring. As soon as the Mistake was set to rights, the Bat¬ 
teries played upon one another to little purpose. An entrench¬ 
ment was thrown up in front of this Battery for its greater 
Security, and a strong detachment posted there. It was 
usual for lhe French Seapoys to fire a few popping Shot at 
the distance of 1 or 500 yards ; one of these random Shot 
happened to kill one of the Sailors in the Entrenchment ; 
tliis, added to the appearance of Lhe French Troop of Horse* 
struck the others with such a panick that they all abandoned 
the Entrenchments, The Example of Lhe Sailors was followed 
by all the Military in spight of Lhe Exhortations of their Officers 
to the contrary ; this unaccountable paniek was immediately 
observed by the Enemy, and taken advantage of by them. 
They advanced with some Seapoys and the Troop of Ilorse, 
took pussessiaa of the EutrenchmentSp and afterwards pursued 
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the fugitives to the Battery* who were there assembled in & 
confused Heap of at least IS Deep ; however* in this confusion 
they tired upon the Horse, killed 6 or 7 of them, dropp'd the 
Horse of Hie Commanding Officer^ and Look the Officer Prisoner. 
This obliged the French to turn tail, and thus ended this 
curious Exploit. IP our loss had only ended here* it had been 
nothing, [but] this Action was rendered truly unfortunate by 
the Loss of Major Laurence, who commanded the Entrench¬ 
ment that day, and sooner than follow the Troops in their 
ignominious flight, chose rather to be killed or taken Prisoner» 
as did Captn. Bruce, a very gallant Officer. 1 * 1 

In announcing this incident to the Court of Directors, and 
how “very nnfortiumtely our brave Major [was] made prisoner,” 
the Governor and Council of Fort 5t + David state* “ We have 
since received a letter from the Major, who says he received 
r l* t hurt in the action, and that they meet with extream good 
treatment.*’ * In their next letter mention is made of their 
attempt to exchange him. But Duplcix was 41 very ready to 
exchange all but Major Lawrauoe, as he is pretty well acquainted 
with the use that gentleman is of to us; but as the General 
has returned him for answer that unless he is exchanged none 
of the rest shall, but be sent to Europe, we hope that may 
have an effect upon trim, and induce him to favour us with 
the Major again.* 4 * But Dupleix was too wise to favour 
them with the major again, and it was owing to his absence 
and Boscawens want of knowledge of the art of war that 
tiie siege proved so disastrous a failure. 

Clive proceeds to relate how an accident caused the French 
to blow up the fort at Ariancopang :— 

“ Our operations before Areocopang went on very slowly, 
and no appearance of its being reduced, when, very fortunately 
for us t the French Battery by some accident blew up and 
with it the whole Guard, consisting of 100 Europeans, This 
hud such an Effect that the Enemy to our great Joy and 

1 Grme MSS.: Endia, L, pp. ill-20. Siege of PondicliiiTy. 171S, by Lord 
Clive* 

1 DispateTs from Fort SL David, September 2, 17-1 ft (Ma dr\is 

* Dispatch from Fort St. Ddvid t October 17. 1748 (Madras Records). 
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surprise blew up the Fort of Areacopang themselves the same 
and abandoned it, which we took possession of. In the 
Undertaking we lost a fortnight of time, w l rich was irrecover¬ 
able, and a great many brave Officers and Men, in my Opinion 
to no purpose, fur there was not the least necessity For attack¬ 
ing this place ; being 3 miles from Pondicherry we had only 
to avoid it, and the Enemy as soon as they had seen us march¬ 
ing between them and Pondicherry would immediately have 
abandoned it, or if they had not, a Detachment of 2CM1 Men, 
while we were forming the Siege, would have kept open our 
Communication with Fort St* David and kept the Enemy 
within the Fort, for it was not capable of bolding above 100 
men, neither did the Garrison ever consist of more, 

fc ' Areacopang being taken we began our march for Pondi¬ 
cherry with great La tit inn and circumspection, and encamped 
nn the heights about 2 miles from the town, and tout possession 
"i Mr* DtipleLy's House and Garden and the V illage of Wol- 
gury T which consisted of houses built by the French like our 
Mount houses. In this Camp we were reinforced with 1100 
Sailors from the Ships, under the Command of Cuptn* Lloyd, 
and about 150 Dutch from Xegapatam* 

41 The same Evening a strong detachment was sent to possess 
themselves of the French bounds, which was effected with 
liLLle or no opposition, but so prevailing w : as the paniek amongst 
the Men that in the night time the advanced Sentries were 
constantly firing without seeing any body, and very often at 
one another; this kept the whole detachment in continual 
alarm the whole night* and I am persuaded the appearance of 
50 of the Enemy would have put us all to flight. 

41 Having made some preparations for the Siege we began 
it by opening of ground at the distance of about 1500 Yards; 
in the night time we threw up one Trench in front whieh 
contained 100 Men, and another in the rear which we called 
the Grand Trench, containing 300 men* These Trenches were 
neither of them completed* being without Epau lenient* and 
the lesser Trench had many Hulls in front at the distance of 
about 10 yards, which we could not level or destroy in the 
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day time without being exposed to the fire from the Town, 
At about one o’Cloek we could perceive the Enemy advancing 
with & large body of men and field-pieces to drive us out of 
the Trenches; notice was immediately sent to the General, 
but before Succours came the sally was decided. Paradis 
who commanded, ordered the French Grenadier Company and 
some Sespoys to attack the lesser Trench, whilst he with the 
main Body advanced to attack the large one. Fortunately for 
us. whilst he was advancing with his Field pieces to enfilade 
the Grand Trench, he was mortally wounded in the head by 
a Random Shot; this put an end to the Design, and the 
Detachment retreated back to the Town unobserved by the 
French Grenadier Company and Seapoys, who according to 
Orders attacked the Front Trench* where Captn. Brown, 
who commanded, was mortally wounded* and his Platoon 
lied and ahnudcined the Trenches* as did the Platoon belonging 
to Ensign Greenville* so that there remained only one Platoon 
consisting of about ISO Men belonging to the Independants, 
with Ensign Clive. The French Grenadier Company could 
approach under cover of the huts within 10 yards of the Trench, 
which they did* and Fired upon the Men iu I he Trenches for 
about 3 or 4 Minutes, when they attempted to force the Trench, 
but were received with such a heavy fire from Ensign Clive’s 
Platoon that they immediately went to the right alxmt* In 
tills Affair Captain Lc Roche and 27 French were killed upon 
the Spot; of Ensign Clivers Platoon, H Men were shot through 
the head.** 1 

An English officer who w T as present at the siege remarks in 
his journal that Clive on this occasion “ by Ids gallant conduct 
gave the trrst prognostic of that high military spirit which was 
the spring of his future actions.' 5 - But the valour of veterans 
instead of the rawest of recruits won hi not have counteracted 
the extraordinary series of blunders made by those who guided 
the operations, Clive criticises them with dear touch ; a 

1 Urine MSS*: InctCi, Vet* 1-. pp. 115-17, 

a ^ AsiLiLic Arm is-4 Reguter,' p LtfC2, p. 40. 

* Omie MS S.: IhlILjj VuJL i. ± pp. 1 l?-2u. 
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The disappointment of the Enemy in this Sally, together 
with the loss of Paradis, dispirited the Garrison in such a 
manner that it was some time before they recovered them- 
selves. In the mean time we continued carrying on our 
approaches* very ignorantly and very slowly; a Battery of 3 
Pieeett of Can mm was erected by the Train at the distance of 
about 1200 Yards* to cover nur Trenches and check the Enemy 
m their future tallies, but they never made another upon 
our Trenches* Lho T they had many Opportunities given them 
from the heavy Rains which had fallen in the Night time and 
destroyed all our Ammunition. 

L " After some Weeks hard labour wc carried on our 
Approaches to the distance of about 850 yards, tho s the Engineer 
assured the General we were within 500 yards. Here we began 
to erect our Batteries in Breach* and here in fact we were 
much too far from even destroying the Defences ; after several 
days Labour we finished one Battery of Eight 24-Pounders 
and one of four 24-Pounders* besides one or two Mortar Bat¬ 
teries. From these Batteries we began to play upon the 
Town, and attempted to make a Breach in the Courtain at the 
distance of 850 yank* without even destroying the least of 
the Enemies Defences. In this useless work we continued for 
several days* one half of our Cannon dismounted, and our 
Batteries tom to Pieces every day by the superior fire of the 
Enemy, In short, the Enemy increased their fire every day 
and nurs diminished every day, until at last the Enemy had 
37 Pieces of heavy Cannon playing upon our Batteries* and 
we not more than 5 or I) upon theirs. To have seen a Plan of 
this Siege an Experienced Officer would have thought the 
Besiegers were the Besieged, so much were we beset by the 
Enemies Batteries without the Walls of Lhe Town. 

In short the General, finding he had been deceived by 
the Engineers, and that the Monsoon was too far advanced 
to make an Attempt in another Place* came to a resolution 
of withdrawing the Cannon, burning the Batteries, and raising 
the Siege, which he accordingly put in Execution without any 
Opposition from the Enemy, and arrived yd St. Davids after 
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having first destroyed the fortifications of Are~acopang. In 
tlds expedition we lu st between 5 and 6QD Men lay Death and 
Sickness, 

During the Siege we had several skirmishes to the North¬ 
ward of the Town, in escorting our military Stores, in most 
of which we were unsuccessful, particularly in one when they 
sallied from tin: Town, defeated the Escort, and took two of 
our 24-Pounders, Transports and all. and carried them in 
Triumph to Pondicherry before our Forces who were in the 
Trenches. A Detachment from the Camp was sent to inter¬ 
cept them, but they met with so warm a fire from the Enemy, 
who lay concealed in n Wood* that they were oblidged to 
retire with considerable loss, 

Reasons without number may be assigned for our ill 
Success against Pondicherry, In the first place, the Engineers 
made a very injudicious choice, for they pitched upon a Spot 
of ground fraught w ith every disadvantage which could attend 
a Siege ; by being to the Westward we could receive no advan¬ 
tage from our skips, but w ere abridged to send strong Parties 
every day the distance of 7 Miles to Escort all our military 
Stores, while the French had not half that Distance to march 
to intercept them. Our communication with the Sea and 
with the Ships was by this means continually interrupted, and 
our Numbers for the attack of the Place greatly lessened by 
the men which were constantly employed upon this service. 
I need not represent the many ill consequences besides Lhe 
ioss of time which must attend transporting such an infinite 
quantity of Stores 7 Miles* Hud w T e opened ground to the 
Northward, or even to the Southward, all these Inconveniences 
had been avoided, all our Stores would have been at hand 
and could have been landed and made use of in half the time, 
several hundreds of Men could have been spared for the Siege 
which were employed to guard Lhe Stores, besides the ground 
where we carried on our approaches was so low in itself that 
the Trendies were quickly filled with water, and by the time 
we had finished our Batteries the French let out such a quan¬ 
tity of pent-up Water from the Paddy Field that a great part 








76 The Life of Lord Clive 

of the ground between the Front of our Batteries and the Town 
was overflowed, so that it was impassible for lis ta carry on 
our approaches any further in that Place, 

“ We ought to have encamped on the Northwest of the 
Town, and opened ground, if possible, within 6 or TOO yards 
of the Walls. Our first Batteries should have been so con¬ 
structed as to have ruined all the Defences which could have 
annoyed our Batteries or have obstructed the carrying on of 
our approaches. The Defences once destroyed, we might have 
continued our approaches to within 2 or 300 yards, where 
we might (us there was no Glacis) have erected oLher Batteries 
lor Battering in Breach, [and] during this time have advanced 
near enough to (ill the Ditch; then it would have been soon 
decided whether the Place could be taken or not. None of 
these Steps were taken by ns, for which reason we could not 
have succeeded, without t.he Enemy, more ignorant Hi an our¬ 
selves, had been frightened into a Surrender at our appearance. 
It is esteemed next to impossible to master a place till the 
fire of tin? Besiegers becomes superior to the fire of the 
Besieged; the contrary being our wise, we could not suc¬ 
ceed, and tills the Engineer as well as every Officer ought 
to have known if they had known ought of the Matter. 
Brohler, who saw the French return, informed me the Gar¬ 
rison of Pondicherry consisted of about FIDO Europeans and 
1500 Blacks/’ 

Clive’s estimate of the loss sustained by the English at 
the siege of Pondicherry does not tally with the figures given 
by an English officer. He writes : 1 

,r On a review ol the army it was found, that during the siege 
thi-re hud perished in action and by sickness 757 soldiers, forty* 
three artillery men, and 265 seamen, in all 1065 Europeans; of 
the sepoys very few were killed, for they had only been employed 
to guard the skirts ol the camp, and being altogether undisciplined, 
generally took flight at the approach of danger. The French garri¬ 
son, commanded by M. Dupleix (a man justly distinguished for his 
spirit and sagacity), consisted of 1800 Europeans and 30Q0 sepoys, 
of which 200 Europeans and about fifty sepoys were killed," ' ” 

* “Asiatic AimwJ Register," ISM, pp. J l-'j 
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Among those killed on the English side was Jolm Hally- 
burton, who had specially devoted himself Lo converting the 
peons into disciplined soldiers. But he did not fall in fair 
fight. The Governor and Council wrote to the Court; 

" Wc have alsn been so unfortunate as to loose Mr, John Hally- 
burton lo whom, as we before acquainted your Honours, we had 
given a Gommisskiu to he Lieutenant ol the Troop of Horse, and 
of which he was very deserving* for he look infinite 1 rouble in dis¬ 
ciplining the Troup and shewed him sell very active in the Held. It 
was by one of our own Sepoys that be had the misfortune to be killed, 
who shot him upon his reprimanding him lor &qme offence, of which 
the poor Gentleman died the next day. And the Villain did not live 
so long, for his Comrades that stood by him cut him to picess (sic) 
immediately/' 1 

The defence of Pondicherry reflects equal honour on the 
courage of the garrison and on the conduct of their governor. 
When Paradis was mortally wounded the details of the defence 
fell entirely on Dupleix. Then, as he wrote, the study of 
mathematics and especially of fortification* which his father 
had impressed upon him, became of great assistance to him. 
He showed his skill in strengthening the weak places and in 
repairing the ravages to the works. Every day, regardless of 
the fire from the trencher Duplcix, accompanied by his wife* 
walked on the summit of the ram parts giving orders to the 
officers and encouraging the french soldiers by his presence. 
Macaulay states 1 that flupleix “was not qualified to direct 
in person military operations. lie bad not been bred a soldier, 
and had no inclination to become one. Ilis enemies accused 
him of personal cowardice ; and he defended himself in a strain 
worthy of Captain BobadiL He kept away from shot, he 
saH because silence and tranquillity were propitious to his 
genius, and he found it difficult to pursue his meditations 
amidst the noise (if fire-arms.” The basis for the statement 
appears to be a jititc in Mill's “History/ 7 winch states: 

41 The niemoh drawn up by the French East India Company, in 
answer to Duplcix, alleges more than once that Duplcix was defective 
in person ird courage ; and says he apologized for the care with which 

1 T>i:&patdi from FqrL SU David, September 2 y 174-B (Madras I\ec£jrdft)t 
* « Essay an Clive" ( iJ Essays/* V*L 111., p. 135). 
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he kept at a distance from shot, by acknowledging * qne le bruit des 
araics Buspi-nsdoM sea reflexions, et quo le calme seul convenoit k son 
genie/ M i 

The l * memoir, drawn tip by the French East India Corn- 
pany, f is merely the testimony of the Company which, as 
Mill himself states, 14 ruined in the space of a few years the 
only eminent men she had placed at the head of her affairs 
in India— Labourdonnais. Dupleix and Lally/ S On Monday, 
September ID, Ranga Pillai writes : % 


11 This morning al half past seven o p clock g while the Governor was 
inspecting thv battery on the sea shore a bomb tell near him . „ + 
thanks to God p It did not burst but buried itself In Lbe earth. The 
Governor immediately returned Lo the citadel . . 


Dupkix was forty-four years of age when he married the 
widow of 1L Vincens, an intimate friend who had been his col¬ 
league in the Pondicherry Council. Her father was a French¬ 
man, by name Albert, who had passed his life in India, and 
her mother was Elizabeth de Castro, the daughter of Thomas 
Lopes de Castro, who had married a native woman* 1 As the 
wife of X ineenSj Mmc. Duple jx had been distinguished fnr her 
beauty, her ready wit and her keen interest in affairs. She was 
the mother of eleven children. Jive of whom were alive when 
she was left a widow. Dupleix invited her to come to Bengal 
in order that he might act as guardian to the children of Ills old 
friend t rand lie Look the most effectual step for carrying out his 
intention. He married their mother on April IT* 1741, the 
year he was appointed Governor of Pondicherry, The following 
year was bom the only child of the marriage- a son who died 
the day of his birth, October 10, 1742. Ranga Pillai writes : 4 


* Mill: Fl History M British India (1840)/' VoL JIL ± p. m. 

1 ,S’k Vinson : ■* Lt* Fnmgais rians Yin dr," p. 216. 
r<i arftnftiTUither of With-. Dupleix wiut h native %-nrmm (sec below).— 

Eugijic trurrrin j Duplex d'aprta DticTnnents itifrUls/’ 

Thomas Lopt* tie Castro = a native 

JiLcquiTs-njeodMic Albert = EliztiLcUi Rost dp C. 

DuplcJx = Jtunnc =■ M. Vincens 


(son) ll children 
1 Banga Pallai r * Ulafyi** Vol* h, p. 201* 
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" About hall past 12 Ihts afternoon, the Governor, M. Duple Lk, 
was hlossc-d with a son. As soon as he was bom, each ship in the 
roads fixed a salute ol twenty-one guns and the church bells rang 
peals for hall an Indian hour. But the 1lie of the infant was limited 
to this period, and his soul then retired to the feet of Gad" 

Mme* Dupldx was well qualified to be the consort of Dupleb;. 
She was endowed, as Stringer Lawrence states, “ with as much 
spirit, art and pride as himself.’ 1 Rom ami educated in Pondi¬ 
cherry, she was well skilled in the vernacular languages and 
conducted her husband s negotiations with the native princes. 
She had Eastern blood in her veins and was Oriental in her 
tastes and fee?lings. Rangu Pi 11 ai lays bare her political 
machinations, her money-lending transactions, her bribery, 
her corruption. During the siege* however, she proved her¬ 
self to be a woman of virile energy and determination. She 
not only encouraged by her firm attitude the French ladles, 
whose privations she shared, hut revived the drooping cour¬ 
age of the native inhabitants. She took an important pari 
in the councils of the defence* It was she who pointed out 
to Duplets and Paradis, while they were on the summit of a 
bastion, the plan of the sortie which cost Paradis his life* 
fifteen days later she ordered > on her own authority, a com¬ 
pany of sepoys and peons to make a sortie. As an active 
instrument in the defence, to hex must he given with good 
reason some ol the credit for its complete success. Dupleix 
and the French garrison had every right to be proud of their 
victory 5 and the day the siege was raised was a day of joy. 

So ended the first siege of Pondicherry. The failure to 
reduce the city gave Clive, a young subaltern, hk first insight 
into the practical difficulties of war. lie had seen in the 
trenches hnw easily panics may be generated, he had marked 
the fatal weakness inherent in half-trained troops and he had 
realised the advantage of a vigorous attack. He hud learnt 
the value of war as a school of character. k,r Few men/' says 
V\o]fe 3 to whom. Clive may be aptly compared, ifi are acquainted 
with the degrees of their own courage till danger has proved 
them/ Danger had proved that Clive possessed In the highest 
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degree physical courage and at critical moments self-control 
absolute and judgment dear and prompt. That a young 
lad, who had recently been a civilian, should display these 
high military qualities aroused the envy of some of his com¬ 
rades. Malicious anecdotes were spread, as they always will 
be spread about any fine who raises himself in a slight degree 
above his fellows* They reached the ears of Clive ; he traced 
them to their chief -source and Look decisive action* At a 
Consultation, held February 28, 171® a * at which Charles 
Ftoyeif, President and Governor, and six Councillors, including 
Stringer Lawrence, were presenL p the following letter from 
Robert Clive was read :— 

To —Ttif. [ Ion t ’blf. Charlies Floyeh, Esq., President Sz 0overnmir, 
dfc* Council of port St Damd. 

IIonVble Sik & SiKS-i—1 have been informed that the Reverend 
Mr. Fordyce seme days ago preferr'd ;i Complaint against me to 
your Honour, this there lore Is to request that your Honour, 

will Lie pieced Lo examine into Liu 1 Cause uf the Said Complaint 
for Lhe Justification of 

Your most obedt. humble Servant, 

Signed Robert Clive* 

Fort, 

2m Febnwru 1748-9. 

The Secretary was ordered 11 to Summons the Reverend Mr* 
Fnrdycc to attend on Friday next at 9 o Clock in the Forenoon* 
when its agreed to hold a Consultation to examine into this 
Affair, and that he brings with him such Persons as he thinks 
necessary to prove what he has to All edge against Mr. Clive 
who is also ordered to give his attendance at that time/* On 
Friday, March 3 P the Council again met, and ihc following 
letter from the Reverend Mr. Fordyce was read -— 

To —Tim Hox'ble Charles J'i.oyer, Lsqr., President <£ Gotf&nour of 
Fort St Dauid, Coima'L 

Sms.—I have recelvid Mr. Bourchier’s Letter ol yesterday's 
date signifying your direeLion that I should attend you next Friday 
to prove my Allegulksn against Mr* Robert Clive for Assaulting me, 
and In answer thereto, I beg leave lo acquaint you that It never 
was nor is my Intention lo give you any lroui.de in that affair, having 

1 " Consulhitian& sit Fort St. Biiviri, 1740** {Madrid Records). 
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oniy fiU'Hlioncd it to tin." Govern our find Major L[twranL L c» as J then 
thoughL and do now lh:iL Lheir knowing of it might he somewhat 
Condtmfve to Favour n further Prosecution of Mr, tdivc and his accom¬ 
plices, since I apprehend there is not a proper Court of Judicature 
in these parts^ wherein to try ft, and as I conceive that no part of Lhe 
Laws of England can justify Mr. Robert Give or any othur person 
in assaulting a Laick much less a Clergyman. However as it is 
your orders I shall attend at Lhe Appointed Time, who am with 
Respect, Sirs* 

Your most obedient & must 
Humble Servant, 

Signed Fran* Fokdyck. 

CUDDALORF., 

Ut March 1748-9 

Mr* Fordyec being then called before the Hoard, he handed 
to the Secretary n paper forbidding 

“thU Cause to be heard or lry h d Directly or Indirectly before the 
Honourable The Oovcmour and Council of Fort SL David for special 
reasons I need not name they being well known/' 

After the protest was read, 

"The Board having directed it lo be enter'd and an attested Copy 
to be delivered to Mr, Fttrdyce, then asked him if bo disputed their 
Authorlty, to w r hich he gave them on direct answer, but being ask'd 
the same a second time, he rudely replied Ike would answer no Ques¬ 
tions, and so left the room abruptly* which so extraordinary Be¬ 
haviour being taken into consideration, the Gentlemen are Unani¬ 
mously of Opinion, that as it is Evident he disputes Lheir Authority, 
and fur his Insolent Behaviour* he is no longer worthy to be enter¬ 
tained in the Service ol lhe Hun Mile Company, from which Its 
agreed he be dismiss'd and Lhe Secretary is ordered lo acquaint 
him therewith, smd that his allowances will cease from tills day/' 

The Hoard then 

" directed Mr. Gliw lo be cull’d in, as also Messrs, Dailon and Worth, 
whom Mr* Fordyce in his protest accuses of being bis accomplices, 
and the said prolesl being read to them* Mr. Give is desired lo 
acquaint the Board with lhe particulars of the Adair, when he replied 
as follows ;—■ 

" That being at Dinner with Messrs. Dalton & Worth on or about 
the 1 frill day of February at Bandipollaju, they told him Mr. For- 
dyce had said to a Gentleman In pub lick Gompy. that he was a Scoun¬ 
drel and a Coward, and that he bad shook his Cane over him in the 
presence of Mr. Levy Moses. Mr. CBve further says that some time 
G 
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bt fort? Lbis be bad been inform'd by Cupt. ('ope that Mr. Ferdyce 
did in Conversation with him threaten to break every Hone in his 
Skin, and be says that these repeated abuses so irritated him that 
he could not forbear on mceLing Mr. Fordyce in Cmidalure to reproach 
him with his Behaviour which he told him was so injurious tie could 
bear it no longer* and therefore struck him two or three times with 
his Came, which at last Mi% Fnrdyce returned and then clos’d in 
with him. but that they were presently parted by Captain Lucas 
who happen'd (0 be by. Mr. Clive further observes that he is not 
the only person who has been abus'd and CaJmnniaLed by Air. For¬ 
esee, who lind also aspers'd the Character of Mr. Joseph i ; owkc, 
by 5 ay Lug he was a dark designing ViUain, (Li at be would slit his 
Xl 55 .l- the first time lie met him. and that he bad knock'd him under 
the Table at the Governours. He further says Mr* Fordycc had 
told Capt. Dalton at Mr. Ptelsclies's that if every body would dis¬ 
course the Govern our in the manner he had done, it would alter 
affairs greatly, and that he had talk'd to him till he made him quake 
or shake in his Shoes, or words to thaL effect Air. Clive also says 
Mr. Lindsay laid him he had beard Mr. Fordyce say that Mr. Bulkley 
was a Scoundrel and u Coward, and that he had shook his Cane at 
him as he had done at Mr. Clivu. Mr. Clive further says he threaten'd 
to thrash Mr. Bo itchier* and that he bad declar'd to several people, 
he had taken away Gentlemen's Swords before now* and would 
pull off his Canonicals at any Lime to do himself Justice : and lastly 
Mr* Clive says Mr. Lennox told hint that Mr. Fordyce was generally 
shrail'd & detested both at St* Helena and the West Coast on account 
of his me tiling Disposition W* render'd him disagreeable and obnoxious 

to every one. i 

Signed Robert Clive/ / 

The Governor in Council in their dispatch referring to 
this matter wrote* on November 22, 174&: 

" A complaint having been brought before us by Mr. Francis 
Fordyce for an Assault that was made on him by Mr. Robert Clive, 
due Enquiry was made by us into the same, in the Course n[ which 
1 ! appearing that Mr. Fordyce had given great Provocation for such 
Proceeding, by having frequently scandalized his Character in a 
most un sufferable manner, and being further acquainted that he 
had at several times taken great Liberty* in lus Cull versa Lion in 
making use of many unbecoming Reflections on the President and 
all the Members of the Board, In Consequence of this his Aggressions 
and Disrespect together with the many Ins Lances we have had of 
his InsolenL and Medling disposition. We came to a Resolution of 
suspending him your Honours Service, And besides the reasons already 
given for our so doing* We might sLill add that He was In General 
remark'd Lo be extremely Negligent and remiss In the several Du Lies 
of his Functions, particularly In Lbc Burial of the Soldiers and Seamen* 
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whk'h part of Ills Office lie scarce ever attended, notwithstanding be 
had been twice or thrice Rebuk'd by the President lor rot doing, 
and whirl; neglect had at length began to Create great Discontent 
in our Military. Wc therefore presume that upon a due considera¬ 
tion of all these Circumstances, your honours will concur with us 
m tin- measures We have taken herein. In which dependant we 
shall only arid, as It is not to be doubted but Mr. Fordyce will set 
forth his own Story to your Honours, and least the same shouid be 
to Mr. Clive s Prejudice, We tit ink it not improper to assure you 
that he is Generally Esteem'd a very quiet Person, and no wavs 
guilty of Disturbances, 11 1 


Mill, in his sketch of Clive, states; “ His turbulence, 
though he was not ill-natured, engaged him in quarrels with his 
equals/’ a IL appears, how ever, according to the evidence of his 
superiors who were in constant contact with him, that he 
was generally esteemed a very quiet person and no ways 
guilty of disturbances. Clive was stern and imperious, but 
turbulent is the last word that with justice could be applied 
to him. No man had a greater love of order and of discipline. 

DupleLv '■ sent letters to all the princes of Coromandel, and 
even Lo the great Mogul himself, acquainting them that he 
had repulsed the most formidable attack that had ever been 
made in India; and he received from them the highest com¬ 
pliments on his own prowess and on the military character 
of Tus nation : this indeed was now regarded throughout 
Indostan as greatly superior to that of the English/' 3 Dupleix 
at once determined to act on the offensive. He was busy 
making preparations for another attack on Fort St. David 
when an official intimation from Paris reached liim, which 
disconcerted for the moment his plan of expelling the English 
from Southern India and converting the Deccan into a French 
dependency—a cessation of arms between Great Britain and 
France had been proclaimed in the preceding April. 


' TT;,' foregoing paper* n-rre discovered by me in U.e MmJras Archive* jmd 
i- hr,f J l lroni lhwtl in a Memorandum printed in ihM. No men 

t (Ill ul tbla quarri l is made by blngrapliers nr historians. It 1* however uossiblL- 
0 " and an Officer gi™ W £» 

tirophla Brltunnlcii is n distorted version or (his affair 
*™: " History of British Ihdio Vol. IV.. o l ifi 
■ Orme, Yol. L, p. lt(t. 



CHAPTER V 


17-18—0: THE TANJOliE EXPEUITIOX 

Ik December, 1748 , hostilities ceased between the English 
and French in India. A few months later, however, circum¬ 
stances occurred which led to Clive being again employed 
on active service. South of Cuddalore, separated from it by 
the River Coleroon, lies the province of Tanjorc, which ex¬ 
tends seventy miles along the sea and sixty inland. 1 It is 
not what Burke called it, lt the most exquisite spot on earth,'' 
but its ancient reservoirs and canals have so husbanded its 
many streams and fructified the whole country that it has 
become a well watered garden, vying in fertility with the 
delta of the Nile. Two or three years after the English had 
obtained their first settlement at Madras, Sbahaji, the father 
of Shivaji the founder of the great Mahratta Confederacy, 
was appointed by the independent Mohammedan king of 
Bejftpur to administer his possessions in the Carnatic, It 
was the Mohammedan custom to bestow on men for distin¬ 
guished service to the Crown a jaghirc ( jagir), or hereditary 
assignment of land and of its rent as an annuity, and a large 
territory which included part of Mysore was conferred on 
Sbahaji as a jaghire. He introduced into his new domain 
a large number of Mahratta Brahmans for establishing a 
new system of revenue administration and for suppressing 
the universal anarchy which prevailed. From that day the 
Mahratta. Brahman has played an important part in tlie 
politics and administration of Southern India. His influence 
at the time for evil or for good was great. Shahajfs aim 
was to establish an independent Mahratta Kingdom in 


1 Tlie present CoUEdoraU oi Tanjorc, 
&4 
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Southern India. But it was his son Venkoji (or Ecoojee), halt 
brother of Shivaji* who carried out his design. 

About 1675 the Naieks or Hindu Rajahs of Tanjore and 
Trichmopoly, according to the normal course of things in 
India* began to wage war one against another. The Rajah 
of Tanjore. being hard pressed by the superior force of his 
neighbour * sent envoys to the king of Bejapur to solicit pro¬ 
tection and aid for his vassal. The monarch sent two Moham¬ 
medan agents with an order addressed to Venkoji at Banga¬ 
lore, directing him to march for the relief of Tanjore. Venkoji 
set forth ou the expedition* and having raised the siege of 
Tanjore, made the customary demand of the expenses of 
the expedition; the account of which, as usual* doubled the 
actual amount.” 1 This the Tanjore Rajah was unable or 
unwilling to satisfy. 

It was Shahaji. the grandson of the founder of the Mahrafta 
dynasty of Tanjore. who, not long alter the return of the 
troops from Pondicherry t asked the Government of Cudda- 
lore to assist him in regaining the Tanjore throne from which 
he hud been expelled by his natural brother Pratap Singh. 
Pratap Singh had before and during the siege of Pondicherry 
proved himself to be an active ally of the French and an active 
enemy to the English. Boscawen was burning to punish him 
and wipe out the disgrace of the failure of the siege of Pondi¬ 
cherry. He was a usurper. The cause of Shahaji seemed 
just, and il was asserted with great confidence that he 
should no sooner appear in the kingdom* supported even by 
a moderate force, than his standard would be joined by 
numbers, and his title acknowledged by thousands. It was 
stipulated that he would give the Company the Fort of D-evi- 
cotah at the mouth of the River Coleruon. 

" The Fort of Devi-Cotah is/ H says Orme* “ situated in a populous 
country* in which manufactures of linnen proper for the company's 
trade are lubricated ; aod the territory in ils neighbourhood Is the 
most fertile part ol the coast of Coromandel. On this coast, from 
MasnMpntnam to Cape Comorin, there Is no port capable of receiving 

1 wiuu: " Historical Skr-lchtSr of Ud Smith uf lad la 1 e attempt to trace 

the History ol Mysoor/' Veil. L* p. ?Lf (ed. i&Ki). 
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a ship at 30E) tons burden; which defect subjects the navigation o! 
these parts to great risqties at particular seasons. The mouth of 
the river Coleroon* n eiir Bcvl-Cotah* 3s indeed general]y obstructed 
by sands p but the channel within the bar Is deep enough to receive 
ships i A the largest burden ; and it was thought Mint the bar itself 
might with tome labour and expence be removed : if ibis should be 
effected, the coast ol Coromandel would be no longer without a 
harbour, and the greatest advantages would accrue to the European 
nation whirls should obtain the exclusive possession ol it." 1 

Shalmji also agreed to pay all the expenses of the cam¬ 
paign. The Cover nor and Council of Fort St, David accepted 
these terms, and in the early days of April, 1749, they sent 
a small force under the command of Captain Cope to replace 
him on the throne of Tanj ore. 

Clive T who had been appointed ou March S. 1749. to be 
Lieutenant of a Company of Foot in the Honourable Com¬ 
pany’s Service at Fort St. David, took part in our first frontier 
expedition as the commander of u company. The story of 
4it this fruitless expedition ” is told in a memorandum which 
Clive wrote for Orme i 1 

” Early lb the beginning of the year 1749, a young man who had 
resided some time at Fort St, David, under the English protect Eon, 
asserted Lb at he was the lawful heir Lo the Crown of Tanjorc, and 
accompanied this assertion with a very probable story, which being 
laid before Admiral Boscawen and Governor FI oyer they resolved 
to support him with a military force to recover his right, and accord¬ 
ingly in the month of March, 4 Companies ol Europeans, a detach¬ 
ment ot Artillery with 4 field pieces, some cohoms and 1000 sepoys 
were ordered upon this service under the command of Captain Cope. 
The young Pretender accompanied this little army, with great pro¬ 
mises that as soon as it entered the Tanjore Country it would be 
joined by great numbers and his Bight to the Throne acknowledged 
by thousands. The forces being encamped on the hunks at Porto 
Novo River, about 12 miles Inland of that Town, we were overtaken 
with such a dreadful Storm, winch began al about S o'clock in the 
Evening and continued till 4 o'clock the next morning, as entirely 
disconcerted the expedition for some days. The tents were all blown 
to rags, many of the Tumbrills were overset by the violence of Lhe 
storm, and the military stores in general much damaged; this obliged 
the Commanding Officer lo make the best of his way with the Troops 
to Porto Novo, To remember (sic) lhe ravages of the storm at this 

1 Orme. VoL L, p, no, 

J omic MSS. j India* VoL i. p pp. 2lSl sqq. 
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place we received the melancholy News ut tbr loss of the Namur B 
Pembroke, and Apollo. A few days haying put the army in con¬ 
dition, it resumed its march lor Tanjore, passed Chellambrum* and 
arrived on the Bonks of the CaltikTQon, where the Commanding 
Officer encamped and entrenched waiting tor Intelligence from the 
opposite shore, which not being satisfactory* and there not being 
the least appearance of our being Joined by any of the forces on the 
opposite shore, numbers of which we saw constantly in motion on 
the banks of the river, the Commanding Officer did not think himself 
strung enough* and wrote for another reinforcement which was 
accordingly sent him. Being joined by this reinfur cement we crossed 
the River in sight of the Enemy without much opposition ; the 
object of this first Expedition was the taking of the Fort of l>evi 
Cotnh, In order to make it a Place of Aims for carrying on our future 
designs against the Capital of Tanjore. As we entered further into 
the Country our difFIcultics seemed to increase, Lhc- Country became 
very woody and the Enemy annoyed us very much from the Bushes ; 
the Enemy T s army now appeared in full view in our Hear and Flunk 
upon the Plains, being very numerous ; this being our first Expedi¬ 
tion the Men and Officers were a little staggered at the appearance 
of so great an Army ; however, the brisk firing of our field Pieces 
kept them at some distance and gave us time to recover that con¬ 
fusion which we were thrown in by our bit nation. We then change:cl 
our situation and drew up on the Banks of the river ; our Hanks 
were covered by our Field pieces and our Rear by the river. The 
Commanding Officer then held a Council of War whether to proceed 
or wait lor belter advice, when he received orders from Mr. Boses wen 
tn continue his march and attempt the Fori of Duvv Gulak, let what 
would lie the Consequence Fortunately fur us we discovered a Road 
by ilit- river side which at the same [time] til at it covered our left 
Hank disengaged us from a very close and woody Country through 
which uv must have marched 10 or 12 miles back, frightened and 
harrassed most of the way. AVe met little or no Interruption on this 
road and encamped near a Pagoda at the. distance of about a mile 
from Dave Cot ah. Here we expected to have heard of the ships 
with more forces smd military' stores, in order for the attack of the 
Fort, but such was the singularity of our condition, and so totally 
Ignorant were we of the Country, lhat we could not receive the least 
Intelligence of them tar they of us, alLho they were at Anchor near 
the mouth of the river at the distance of about 4 miles from us. We 
had not three days Provisions with us, all supplies by land being cut 
of! by the Enemy* and hy sea we could not receive any for the Reasons 
recited above : our Artillery were only Field pieces, so that we could 
only try the Effect of a few Co ham Shells, which we threw into the 
Fort all night, which had no manner of Effect, ll was proposed to 
advance the Held Pieces and endeavour to batter the Gates, but this 
was disapproved of by the Commanding Officer as attended with 
too much risque, and two days alter we came before the place the 
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Forces began liieir march back again, which ihe Enemy being apprized 
of, took possession of some woods which lay upon otir flank, and fired 
upon ns with artillery and masque try ; this obliged us to advance 
some platoons of Europeans to dislodge thcin. or keep them at a 
distance, that the array might pass a Nullah which, tho not lire as t 
high when we passed it, was now by the rising of the Tide above 
our heads. This inconveniency was not foreseen till the Cooleys 
with Ihe Baggage had entered into the Nullah, and those in Irani 
being prest upon by those in the rear and fired upon by the Enemy 
Trom the adjacent Wood near 400 of these poor wretches were drowned 
und with them we lost great pari of Ihe Baggage. The Nulla falling, 
we passed over without further in term p lion from the Enemy and 
cuntinued our retreat aJJ lhat day, passed the Caideroon in the after¬ 
noon. and arrived at OieUnmbram much fatigued late at night. The 
next day we continued oar march to Fort St. David, and thus ended 
this fruitless Expedition hy hand.” 

Clive does not mention that it was he who urged blowing 
the gates open and delivering an assault. The storm he 
mentions was the violent hurricane In which the Namur 
of 74 guns {the admiral's flag ship), the Pembroke, and the 
A pull a, hospital ship, together with the greater part of their 
crews, were unhappily lost. It was on April 13 that the 
hurricanu arose. 

When the gnle romineneeij. the Namur was at anchor in the 
road of Fart St. David. The admiral was on shore, hul the officer in 
command of the ship immediately cut the cables and put to sea, 
though Ihe impetuosity of the tempest and [he uncommon height 
of the SL-a were Mich, as to oiler Jitlle prospect of being able Lo save 
the ship: and, afLcr struggling for some hours in the endeavour 
to get off the eoasl, site foundered in nine fathom water, Captain 
.Marshall, Mr. Gilchrist the third lieutenant, the captain of marines, 
Lht- smgn.ii, purser, chaplain, boatswain, and about forty seamen! 
being all tiiiiL were saved out of six hundred." * 


BiKt.uun si .is not inclined to sit down in patience under 
a second failure. He at once begun to make preparations for 
another expedition, ami the whole of the Company's troops 
under the command ol Major Lawrence, who had again assumed 
charge of the garrison, were ordered for this service. 5 


1 “ Asiatic Annual Register/* 180:2, p_ 42. 

ol the NhwsoI 111.- Cessation uf Aran, ±c., 
and Matty's Prerlamati*, thereof. General Boscawen scn i //"c^unt 
(W hl T, 10 ?[ r ; whereupon Major Lawrence and Captain Brew 

viilJ Prisoner with him were permitted to give their Parole, and 


The Tan jo re Expedition 89 


The operations under Lawrence were carried on with 
vigour. But Clive, who volunteered to lead the attack at 
tile storm of Dcvicotah, must be allowed to tell the tale: 


" ^ was now determined to attempt the reduction of Dave-Cot ah by 
Sea, as it was found inpractlcahle to attempt it by land on account 
ot its Situation. Accordingly, all tin? Company's Forces under 
the command of Major Lawrence, amounting to £GO Europeans, 
Artillery Included, and about 1,500 Sepoys, embarked on board the 
men-of-war and Company's ships. The Sepoys were mostly in 
boats. Captain Paulet o( the Exeter commanded the Expedition, 
Having landed ail our forces near the mouth of the River without 
seeing any of the Enemy, we Immediately encamped, and Officers 
sent to reconnoitre reported that we were upon an Island, that a 
branch of the river Caideroon, being about 300 yards broad and 
very deep, separated us from the Fort of Dave (lotah. The heavy 
artillery being landed, it was agreed to erect a Battery' of four 21- 
poLinders to hatter in and breach the Fori, which was nl the dis¬ 
tance of about 100 yards * accordingly a Battery was erected, and 
after three days a practicable Breach was made, which the Enemy 
did not attempt to repair, but threw up a Trench from one angle 
of the Fort quite across the Breach, which trench they filled with 
mu sqm'try and gingalls. The djfDculty now was Lo cross the River, 
when Joini Moor, the King's Carpenter, offered to make a stage 
which should carry over 40Q men at a time: this stage being made 
was brought up the river in a very dark Might, and a rope was car¬ 
ried across the River and fastened to some trees within 5t> Yards 
or tile Enemy, who were in possession of I be opposite ground which 
was very woody; the rope was sunk ill the water (hat the Enemy 
might not discover it. Every thing being ready for the attack, the 
[lr.'.t division of 4 ijij men passed Hie river aL 2 o'clock In the After¬ 
noon, and by 4 the whole Army was landed on the opposite shore : 
this was not effected wiLhout considerable loss from the enemy, 
who fired briskly from the Trenches and the walls of Lhe Fort all 
the lime. It was agreed 1 should be first stormed: for this service 
Lieut. Clive offered himself voluntarily ; a platoon of JO Europeans 
and 700 Sepoys were allotted him for this attempt, and as soon as 
the trenches were carried, the grenadiers and the rest of the Europeans 
were to attack the Breach. Lieut, Clive, at the head of tils parlv, 
advanced, being followed by the rest of his Army, till he came to a 
Nullah which was very deep and muddy : this Nullah he passed 
with much difficulty, having lost 4 or 5 of his Platoon in passing it. 


corno hither, and upon thi' Arrival ot the FaoounJt with Ihent the ?lh. instant, 
who brought a Lonilrmatioi! of the same, ail the r*riLoners they had there 
belonging to m were seal hither, and the Major has again taken Charge of 
the Oarnson. — Dispatch tram Fort St. David, January 1(1, 1748-9 (Madras 

1 SoEne wotlIs seem to be otnitfced here. 
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for the Enemy's trench was not at the distance of more than 50 
yards„ and he was fired upon the whole time, As soon as he had 
formed his Platoon, and the Sepoys who were to support him and 
cover iiis Rear had begun to pass the Nullah, he marched up briskly 
dose upon one of the flanks of the intrenchmentSj and ordered the 
front Links to kneel In order to give his hre ; hut before he could 
effect this, a body of the enemies Cavalry having turned the comer, 
and the Sepoys not doing their duly In covering his Hear, all his 
pin too iu excepting 3 or -1 men in front, were In an instant cut to 
pieces by the Horse. Lieut. Clive was just upon the point of fall¬ 
ing a Sacrifice io one of Lhe Horsemen, who had his sword uplifted 
to cut him down, which he avoided by slipping on one side, and 
seeing himself abandoned by the Sepoys and idl his platoon cut oft* 
he bud nothing for It but flight to the Nullah* where he found the 
rest of the forces drawn up, waiting the Event of bis attack of the 
trenches. Upon this disaster, a Platoon of Grenadiers were ordered 
to attack lhe trenches* supported by the wit ole army* and the men 
being seconded, the trenches were easily carried : the breach was 
then moulded^ and no resistance made* the Fort being abandoned. 
In marching to the breach F a body of Cavalry' attempted to make a 
Charge* hut were received with so warm a fire by 1 or 2 Platoons 
that they were obliged to retire with very considerable loss. 

iF As soon as- we wiTe In possession of the Ramparts* we could 
perceive the Enemy's army retreating over the plains which was 
very numerous, being not less than 15 or 20,000 men, but their clilel 
strength being Cavalry, they did not eh use to shut themselves within 
Lhe wails of a fortification. 

iJ The Breach being repaired* Major Lawrence detached a Party 
under the command of CapL Cope to take possession of Acheveram 
Pagoda, a fortified place at the distance of 5 miles from the Pagoda 
Isic], which be easily effected : here the Enemy at Letup ted out of 
zeal for Lhelr religion what they could not be prevailed upon Lo do 
for Pay or from a principle of honour, for as soon as night came they 
made many desperate attempts to make themselves masters of lhe 
Pagoda by sen la do and by piling up great bundles of straw against 
the gate and setting lire Lo it, in order to burn it down. While this 
was transacting, lhe Soldiers opened the wicket of Lbe gate and fired 
upon the Enemy* and the Serjeants with their halberts tumbled down 
the straw* notwithstanding which, and a very severe loss sustained, 
they persevered In their attack, tho r they were always repulsed* until 
day break* when they retired. Major Lawrence receiving Intelligence 
from Capt. Lope of Ills condition, immediately marched to his relief 
with all the forces, hut before he could arrive, the Enemy had aban¬ 
doned the enterprise. 

€€ By ibis Lime Admiral Boscawen and Mr. Floyer had sufficient 
reason to distrust the Pretender to lhe crown, and to us Lhe re was 
little prospect of success In any future undertaking. They therefore 
agreed to a Peace with the King ot Tanjore upon the following terms : 
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That Lbe tori oi Dave Cutah with as much land as would produce 
9,000 f 1 Rs.J Per Annum should he ceded to the English East India 
Company for ever* ami that thr King of Tanjore should defray all 
the expence of the whole Expedition against him, also that the King 
of Tnnjore should allow the Pretender an Annual Income of R..,. 
Per Ann urn T and that the English should he account able for Ms 
Person* and that he should never give any more disturbance lo the 
Kingdom, These articles being ratified and fulOIlcd on the part of 
the King of Tanjore, Major Lawrence relumed Lo Fort St, David 
with the army T having a ^uQicieiiL garrhun fur the defence of Lhe 
Fort-™ 1 

The high military qualities, daring, courage, sound judg¬ 
ment and quickness of apprehension which Clive showed at 
the siege of Pondicherry and the storming of Bevaeotah won 
the confidence and friendship of the veteran commander. 
* E Tliis young man’s early genius surprised and engaged my 
attention,," wrote Lawrence, as well before as at the siege 
of Davecottah, where he behaved in courage and judgment* 
much beyond what could be expected from his years, and 
his success afterwards confirmed what I had said to many 
people concerning him. ?t 31 

1 Oraif MSS.: India, VoL* I. pp. 222-5, 

* R r O- Cambridge ; "AtiCJTCtit of itie War la bulla/' 1750-60, p, 14. 
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POLITICAL STATE OF SOUTHERN rNDL\ 

It has often been stated that in supporting the cause of 
Shahaji the English first set the example of taking part in 
the quarrels of the native rulers. But the Tanjore inter¬ 
vention was due to the active influence which the French 
had acquired in that state, utul before the Tan jure expedition 
Dupleix had matured a scheme for establishing by the aid 
of French arms a ruler dependent on the French connection. 
It is, however, impossible to form a just or discriminating 
estimate of the character and measures of Dupleix, or the 
conduct of the British, without a knowledge of the political 
state of South India at this time. Without this knowledge 
the campaigns in which Clive took a leading part cannot be 
followed with interest and utility. 

When the Jong and splendid reign of Aurangr.ib, the ablest 
of the Mogul emperors, was drawing to a dose. South India, 
or The Deccan, came under the Mogul government. Twenty- 
three years before Clive landed (17*21), a Turki nobleman- 
best known by the title of Nizam-al-Mulk 1 or “ regulator 
of the state." bestowed on liim by the Mogul Emperor- 
assumed the sufaahdarship or viceroy ship of Hyderabad, one 
of the six mbaks or provinces into which the Empire had 
been divided. A man of great ability and greater cunning, 
a brave and capable soldier, he converted a large territory 
in Southern Central India into an independent kingdom with 
Hyderabad as its capital, and his descendants are known as 
the Yizams of Hyderabad. Each subah, or province, was 

HLs fimiE wiii tIIILn KiUirJj Khun- He received tilt Itcinuriiry title of 
Aijf Joth* which according to Mohammedan tradition was the name at ifae 
minister nf Solomon, and hence he Is often called Aint JliIl 
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formed of a number of territories varying in size, governed 
by nawabs or deputies under the suhahdar or viceroy, and of 
native states under rajahs who had been allowed to survive* 
subject to the payment of tribute to the Emperor, which 
wa^ collected by the viceroy, or his deputy the n&vfab. The 
nawab was appointed by the Emperor, or, in the case of a 
death vacancy* by the viceroy* but the appointment, it is 
Important to remember, was not valid until it had been con¬ 
firmed by royal letter and insignia or investiture. The viceroy 
and the nawab were* so far as the people of Southern India 
were concerned* foreigners. The mass of the people were 
Hindus; the small minority who conducted the administration 
were Moslem, the descendants of the Afghans, Mongols* arid 
Turks who had come to India with every successive wave of 
Mohammedan conquest. A contemporary native authority 
states that the government of provinces was now held by 
nobles of inferior rank* poor and rapacious, who oppressed 
the people. Contributions were collected In lieu of the regular 
revenue* and “ collectors of the odious religious capitation 
forced millions from the farmers/' He adds* ** The farmers 
thus oppressed left oh cultivating more ground than would 
barely subsist them, and in their turns became plunderers for 
want of employment/' 1 

The most important of the principalities under the suzer¬ 
ainty of the Viceroy of Hyderabad was the Carnatic (Black 
Country) below the Chants* 2 a stretch of land between the 
mountains and the sea which extended from the Kistna to 
the Coleroon. It whs bounded cm the north by the province 
of Orissa and on the south by the Mahratta state of Tanjorc 
and the Hindu kingdom of Trichinopoly. The two chief 
towns of the Payanghat, or Lower Carnatic* were Arcot and 
Vellore (FlfiWr, javelin town), and when Arcot became the 
capital the principality became better known as the province 
of Arcot, ami the Nawab of the Carnatic was called Nawab 

1 WI&*: ,J History of MywoiV Vok L* pp. 221-222. 

* For tile beumilLiries of the true CamnUc* or Kariiut iko-tlcsa, “ [mperlal 

Gazetteer of India*" new b:.* 301. 
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*j 1 Arcot, In the year 1*08 the Viceroy of the Deccan appointed 
one of his officers, whose ntune was Saadat Ali Khan, to be 
the Faujdar, or military commander of the Carnatic. He 
fi-Ved the seal of his government at Arrnfc about the year 
1716 and be founded the first dynasty of the Nawabs of Arcot. 
Ht- died in 1732, lea ling a will appointing his nephew Ddst 
Aii to succeed him in his government; but the strong for! and 
territory of V ell ore he bequeathed to Murtaza Ali, married to 
one of hifl daughters. Another daughter was married to Husain 
Dost Khan, known in history by his nickname Chanda Saheb. 
Soon after the accession of Dost Ali the Rajah of Trichinopoiv 
died without issue. What followed is a very Eastern tale. The 
first wife became regent bv the help of the confidential minister 
to the government. The Commander-in-chief supplied another 
heir, and with the aid of the Rajah of Tanjore he organised 
so powerful a part}' that the Rani was driven to solicit the 
aid of the Xawsb of Arcot. Dost All. under the pretext of 
collecting the revenue, sent a force into the province of Trichin- 
opoly commanded by his eldest son, with Chanda Saheb as 
his chief civil and military officer. The city of Trichinopoiv 
was well fortified, but llie Rani was induced by Chanda Saheb 
— swearing by *' a false oath on a false Koran " * that they 
should be employed only for her protection—to admit some 
of the Moslem troops wit hin the walls, 

Chanda Saheb, master of the capital and the provincial 
towns, imprisoned the queen and hoisted the flag of Islam. 
Ihe Hindu kingdom of Trichinopoiv was brought under the 
rule of a Mohammedan power, and Chanda Saheb was ap¬ 
pointed its first governor. lie was a bold, dashing soldier, 
who added to the qualities of a warrior a power of political 
organisation and an infinite capacity for intrigue. High 
above the intellectual level of the princes of the time, he was 
acquainted not only with the classical languages of the East 
hut with the French tongue, and had a great admiration for 


in Iwrk 1 ! a b "'£ '" Ta PP«l willi the cam* splendid covering 

K is anally rnvelopcd.—WIlt.; « Mysoor.'Vol ]., p, 250 . 
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the French nation. In 1731) he took from the Rajah of T:m- 
jore the town of Knrikal and the adjacent territory, and handed 
it over to the French. The following year a host of M&hraMas 
spread like locusts over the face of the Deccan. Ry a series 
of rapid marches they reached the mountain hairier, and, 
entering through an unfrequented pass the lower Carnatic, 
took by surprise the Nawab's army and defeated it. Dust 
All was slain in the battle, and Safdar Ali, who suc¬ 
ceeded him* made a treaty with the Mahrattu chief that 
he should evacuate the province on the payment of a 
large sum of money. There was, however, a second agree¬ 
ment that these freebooters, who lived on the pillage of 
India, should return Lo capture Triehmopoly, and retain a 
largo portion of the territory in the possession of Chanda 
Suheb as the price of Ins effectual removal. 1 The Mahrattas 
quitted the province, stating they were going to seek for 
richer plunder in another quarter of the continent. The two 
brothers-indaw, seemingly reconciled, went down together to 
Pondicherry, where they had sent their wives, children and 
treasure to remain in safety during the war. After a day 
of several days Chanda Saheb, leaving the women of his family 
and one of his sons in the French settlement, proceeded to 
Triehinopoly, In December the Mahrattas suddenly returned 
and invested the city. * L After a gallant resistance of three 
months Chanda Saheb reduced by famine alone surrendered 
at discretion ; and with his eldest son, was sent a prisoner 
to Safara, now the declared capital of the Mahmtta Empire 
and the prison of its prince, whose authority" his minister had 
usurped.” s A Mahratta general named Morari Rao was left 
as governor of the conquered province* which comprised the 
whole of the lower countries south of the L'oleroon, 

1 WHk*: ■' Hyswr;* VnL t a p. 253, 

1 Ibid Crum the time or Bnlsji Msvmrftte tlmlb (1718-1720), a Konkun 
Rr nlim tn r the Brahmin Poshwa or Chkf Minister* became Ihc rtsJ head of Ihc 
MiJirsLtlSi Conlederacy. Lhu Ha jobs, the dewen Hunts o \ ttic (j;ri;al ShlvBjl being 
merely nominal rulers living in splendour as stale prisoners in S^Lom. 
caused the otffEc to be made hcrcillban r In his family- It was hi* son Baji 
Rao Peshwa who matte the MahrolteN the greatest power In India, lie dbd 
In 1740, 
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During the siege of Trjchinopoiy the Mahratta commander 
wrote to Dumas, 1 hr Governor of Pondicherry, and demanded 
the surrender of Clianda Saheb's wife and family and the 
delivery of the treasure, the jewels, the horses, and Ihe elephants 
which he hail sent to the French settlement, “ 1 send my 
cavalry." he said, “to whom you can make them over. Jf 
you decline to do so, we shall be compelled to force von to 
it as well as to the payment of tribute which you have kept 
back for forty years.'' The demand of the Mahratta chief 
was an insult to the honour of his nation, and Dumas replied. 
The wife of Chanda Salieb is in Pondicherry tinder the 
protection of the King of France, my master, and all the French 
in India would die rather than deliver her to you,” On 
December 24, 1741, two thousand Maliratta horsemen, after 
having made a march of no miles in a day and a half,” 
appeared before Porto Novo, a town about thirty-two miles 
south of Pondicherry used as a depot by the Dutch, French, 
and English. As soon as the inhabitants heard of the ap¬ 
proach of the marauders they (locked with their movables 
into the factory. Those who could not find shelter there 
took refuge in the boats lying near the river bank. “ Every 
one of these was calculated to hold some forty or fifty persons, 
but this being a time of peril, between 200 and 300 entered 
each, so that they grounded and could not be moved.” The 
Mahratta#' entering the town From all sides pillaged everv house. 
“ Those who remained in their dwellings were beaten, and 
plundered of everything. Only a cubit length of cloth was 
given to them to cover their nakedness. Some were forced 
to hold the horses of their captors, whilst others were made 
to carry the spoils of their conquerors on their heads.” 1 The 
gates of the factory were hurst open and the Mahratta horse 
rushed into the courtyard. Every one there was seised and 
stripped stark naked, Some received sword-cuts, and others 
were scourged with whips. They were each given two cubits 
length of cloth, and driven out of the fort.” 9 That evening 
the Mahrattss encamped two miles outside the town. The 
1 “ tUnga PJJI.ii'a Diary,” Vol. I., pp. H^- 3 . i ibid., p, 144 . 
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next day they appeared in the neighbourhood or Pondicherry. 
Dumas had strengthened the fortifications and the Mahrattas 
soon discovered that any attempt to capture it must fail. 
Dumas had also on the approach of the Mahrattu force impris¬ 
oned all the Mahratta merchants who were residing in the 
town. The freebooters, seeing they had no chance of taking 
Pondicherry, proceeded in small parties to ravage the country 
and collect plunder. 

“ They pillaged the villages," says Ranga Pillar, “ violated 
many women, and committed numerous other outrages." On 
March 30 a letter from the Mahratta camp announced that 
Chanda Suheh and his son had .surrendered, and were “ in honour¬ 
able custody." 11 Such was the news of the war contained 
in the letter which was received by the Governor, and read 
by him w'ith sorrow.” On April 18 some Mahrattas appeared 
at Hangs Pillai's garden-house with presents from their chief, 
Rnghuji lihfrnsla, to Dumas. A large cavalcade was sent out 
“ with two empty palanquins ” to convey them to the Governor. 
As the gifts were being brought into the town in this stately 
fashion " nine guns were fired from the gate, and there was 
a further salute of eleven guns when they were set down at 
the Governor's house." 1 The Mahratta envoy asked for the 
release of his country men, and his request was granted. The 
resolute action of Dumas greatly increased the prestige of 
the French among the native princes, and this prestige his 
successor, Dupleix, inherited. 

When Ids formidable rival had been removed to Satara, 
Safdar Ali, having sent the women and children of his family 
to Madras to be protected by the English from any sudden 
Mahratta raid, proceeded to Areot and had himself proclaimed 
Nawab. But he was not strong enough to wield the power 
which passed into his hands. “ The late calamities," says 
Grme, left such an impression of terror upon Ids mind that 
he did not venture to keep his court in the open and defence¬ 
less city of Arcot but took up his residence in Vellore which 
was well fortified and its citadel built two hundred years ago 
1 "Ranga Pillai's Diwy," pp. 150, 162,165. 

H 
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by the Merfittoes. the strongest in the Carnatic.” 1 The citadel 
hud been bequeathed to his cousin and brother-in'law Murtaaa 
Ali f * but the government of Vellore was a fief subject to the 
N awnb of Areot. Safdar Ali wounded the avarice of his host 
by demanding that he should pay him a portion of the tribute 
due to the Mahrattas, and he roused his fierce resentment 
by threatening in public to remove him from his government. 
On October lfi the Company's peons brought the news to 
Diipleix that on the night of the 13th Safdar AH had supped 
in the house of Murtaza All at Vellore, who stabbed him to 
death when he was in a deep sleep at about 2 in the morn¬ 
ing.” 3 Next day, the army, who were encamped outside 
the citadel, threatened to storm it and avenge the murder 
of the Nnwab. But their rage was quickly appeased bv a 
promise that the arrears of pay due to them would be settled 
by instalments, 4i and the whole array, officers as well ns 
soldiers, agreed to acknowledge Mortiz-ally Nabob of the 
Carnatic within two days after the murder of Suhder-aUy 
Khan." 4 Murtazs 44 now pitched his tents without the gates 
of Vellore, and caused himself to be proclaimed Nabob of the 
Carnatic. In November he made his entry with pomp into 
the city of Areot.”* The chief men of the province had, how¬ 
ever, a contempt for the cowardly assassin, and three months 
later the army at their instigation mutinied, and Murtaza 
Ali, disguised in the habits of a woman, " quitted Areot in 
the night, in a covered Pollaitkin. accompanied by several 
female attendants, and in this equipage gained his fort of 
Velore without interruption." a The young son of Safdar Ali. 
who was residing with his mother at Madras, was proclaimed 
Nnwab of the Carnatic. 

Whilst the Carnatic was being distracted by these dynastic 
struggles, the Viceroy of the Deccan was at the Imperial Court 


1 Orme* VoL Lj p, 4-5. 

■ Wilks culls lilm Mnitexa Kliun . Omir, MOrtiz-aUv. It should be Murtaza 
Ali—One with whom God is pleased, 

* ■< Rang* Pillm-s Diary ■' VoL L, p. 202. This accost differs from the story 
given by Omn. His History was published iwenlv years after the account 
Of the murder was recorded in « Ranga PilLJ 1 ? Diary. 1 ' "Orme. Vol I no 47 -.fi 

• Orme, VoL l„ p. 49. • Ibid., pp. 49-50. « ibid, p 
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" r working, as Chief Minister, with a resolute purpose 

to reform u government which had since the death of Aurangzib 
(February 21,1707) fallen rapidly into a state of helplessness and 
corruption. Nizam-al-Mulk was now stricken in age, and the 
old warrior in 1738 had allowed the Mahrattas by skilful and 
rapid evolutions to surround his army, cut of! its supplies, and 
extort from him a convention by which lie engaged to procure 
from the Emperor a cession of the cbout (chavUi) for Malwn 
ami Gujarat, Eaji Rao Peshwa took possession of Malwa 
and divided it between his generals, Ranaji Sindhia and 
Mulliar Rao; and the dynasties which they founded still rule 
Malwa as feudatories of the British Empire. 

"Ihc rise of the Mahrattas was one of the main causes which 
led to the fall of the Mogul Empire, but it was the Turki free- 
hooter Nadir Kuli (Slave to the Wonderful who, on assuming 
the throne of Persia, had taken the title Nadir Shah (the 
Wonderful King). He crossed the Indus towards the close 
OI 1738, and sacked Delhi in March, 173 :>, After a stay of two 
months Nadir Shah went back home, taking with him the 
wealth which the trade of the world had brought to the Imperial 
city. Bel ore leaving Delhi lie replaced Mohammed Shah 
the Emperor, on the Lhronc, after having extracted from 
him all his provinces west of the Indus. Nadir, with grim 
irony, informed the Emperor that if he ever were disturbed 
bv intrigues at his court and required his assistance, he could 
return from Kandahar in forty days. He also sent to the 
Rajah at Satarn, Baji Rao the l’cshwa, and other great Hindu 
chiefs, circular letters bidding them “walk in the path of sub¬ 
mission and obedience to our dear brother v and threatening 
in the event of then: rebellion to return and “ blot them out 
oi the pages of the book of creation." But the Nadir had 
struck a fatal blow at the central authority of the empire 
and a chaos of devastation, plunder and massacre Followed’ 
He also revealed to the free lances of the north that the power 
of the Great Moguls had vanished. 

Asaf Jah, having secured the continuance of power at 
‘Slav* to Hie Divine, ■■ Wonderful" being * mie 0 / pivlnlly. 
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the Imperial Court by the appointment of Isis eldest son Ghazi- 
ud-din to the high office of captain-general of the Mogul army, 
proceeded La the year 1741 to the Deccan, where his presence 
was greatly needed owing to tlic rebellion of his second son 
Xasir Jung* whom he had left in charge uf the province* On 
July 291, 1742, the Xizam defeated the troops of Nasir at 
Aurangabad, took him prisoner and had him confined in a 
hill fort as a precautionary measure, lie then proceeded 
to Hyderabad and thence to Hue southern part of the province* 
lie ranched Arcot with an army of eight) - thousand men in 
March, 1749 (two months before Clive sailed from England}* and 
he who was accustomed to t he Mogul government was surprised 
at the anarchy which prevailed. Every petty governor and 
the officer of every mud fort or town affected the designation 
of Nawub as a step towards independence. At the first levee 
the Viceroy was so enraged at this assumption of rank that he 
exclaimed to his guards, 11 l have seen this day eighteen naw&bs, 
in a country where there should he but one ; scourge the next 
fellow who comes with that title/ 1 

Among those who came to do homage was Mohammed 
Said, the young son of Safdar Ail* who had been proclaimed 
Nawab of the CarnaLie and was residing at Wandiwash for 
safety, Nizam-abMuTk refused him permission to return, and 
ordered some of his own officers to take charge of his pm on, 
directing them tn treat him with lenity and respect, but in 
view of bis extreme youth he appointed the general of his 
army Nawab of Arcot and all its dependencies. Nizam-al- 
Mulk* after settling the administration of the Carnatic, 
returned with his army and its commander, the newly ap¬ 
pointed Nawab of the Carnatic, to Hyderabad. The morning 
this officer was about to return to Arcot he was found dead 
in his bed, poisoned, it was supposed, at the instigation of 
Anw&r-ud-dim a native of Hindustan, who was appointed 
to succeed hiui as administrator of the Carnatic during the 
minority of the young Nawab, In April, 1744. Anwar-ud-dm 1 
arrived at Arcot, and his young charge, who had been received 
1 Wltka speUi it Anw-'ir-u Deen; Qrme, .Wwar-adean Khan. 
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with genera] joy* took up his residence: in the palace in the 
Tort. Three months later Mohammed Said presided at the 
wedding of one of his relations* and among the guests was 
Murtaza All* the murderer of his father. “ Such are," writes 
Ormc, '"the manners of a court in Indostan / 11 Anwar-ud^din 
was also invited, and when hbi approach was announced the 
young prince, attended by his oliiecrs anti guards, went into 
the vestibule of the hall to meet his guardian* AL the foot 
of the staircase were thirteen Pathans or Afghans who had 
been in his father's service. They saluted him with the utmost 
respect. The captain of the band advanced as if he was desir¬ 
ous to throw himself at the young man's feet When he 
got within reach the Afghan drew a dagger and stabbed him 
to the heart, No sooner did the lad fall Lhftu the assassin 
was cut to pieces by the guard, and ten of his accomplices 
were slain by the enraged multitude below. 

Anwar-ud-din and Murtaza AH were generally supposed 
to have been the instigators of the foul deed. An old man 
who was present at the murder as a personal attendant of 
the young prince told Colonel Wilks : t_ People of different 
parties invented different tales ; but according to the general 
opinion* those persons were engaged in the murder who were 
most interested in effecting it ; namely* Murte&a Khun* who 
knew that Mohammed Sated would retaliate for the murder 
of hi* father, and An war-u Deen r who wanted to be Nabob 
without a future rival." - The Nizam, regardless of the wishes 
of the people who had an affection for the family L bat had 
governed them for thirty years, confirmed Anwar-ud-din in 
his post of Nawab of the Carnatic. 

Such was the state of things in the Carnatic when war 
was declared between England and France (Starch* 1711). 

1 Gnu e, Va|. i p, so, 

* WUJw: " Huiury lit Up wr t " Vo|. L, p. 255, note. 



CHAPTER VJI 

1749: RESTORATION OF MATHIAS 

The NEza.ni, who was a vigorous administrator, soon estab] i died 
his complete authority over his vast territory in the Deccan. 
It was his strong support which enabled his deputy. Anwar- 
ud-din. tu exercise control over the Carnatic* They both 
behaved to the English and French as 11 a Sovereign to his 
subjects.' \\e have seen how Dupleix spared no art which 
could withdraw the Nawab Ironi the English ■ how he appealed 
to his avarice by offering him lakhs of rupees ; how he aroused 
bis fears as to the fate of his kingdom by sending a detachment 
from Madras, which burnt his villages and threatened liis 
capital; how the Xawab abandoned the English when they 
made their second attempt on Fort St, David ; how the French 
retreated to Pondicherry when Gr if tin's squadron appeared 
in sight on March 1, 1747, Two days later Admiral Griffin 
wrote to the Nizam regarding “ all robberies, cruelties and 
depredations ” committed on shore “ by that insolent perfidious 
nation the French,” and entreating him, 4 ‘ in the name of 
the King of Great Britain, my Royal Master, to call the Nabob 
to account for his past transact ions and interpose your power to 
restore, as near as possible in its original state, what has been 
so unjustly taken from ns,” The Nizam sent a favourable 
answer to the admiral, and at the same time sent a mandate 
to his vassal of the Carnatic, commanding lum to use his best 
endeavours “that the French may be severely chastised and 
rooted ofl, that his Majesty's sea-jiort town may be- recovered, 
and that the English nation may be restored to their right, 
establish themselves in their former place, as before, and carry on 
their trade and commerce for the Nourishment of the place.” » 

1 Mill: "History of British Lidia," VoL III., pjj* HU-5. 
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Dupleix was not a mere ambitious visionary, as he lias so 
often been represented, but a politician fertile in expedients 
who grappled with events as they arose. The wile of Dupleix 
carried on h continuous correspondence with the native princes 
and the confidential agents of the French at every court. The 
negotiations uf the English with the Nizam were no secret to 
her and her husband. The orders issued to Anwar-ud-din 
were fatal to the first great design of Dupleix, the expulsion 
of the English from the coast. He could not declare war 
against the Nizam mid Anwar uchdiu* He determined to con¬ 
ciliate them* while at the same time he overthrew their authority 
by making use of the opinions and forces w hich existed \n the 
Carnatic, A brave soldier, Amvur-ud-din was able to main¬ 
tain order;, but he could not win the liking and esteem of his 
subjects. He was mean and avaricious. The Nawab, said a 
native writer at the time, lt is but a Rmfrrt he does not much 
regard the distress of the people of this Province,” 1 They 
longed for the restoration of the old dynasty. Chanda Sahcb 
was the popular hero. He was esteemed the ablest soldier 
that had of late years appeared in the Carnatic, uniting in 
every military enterprise the spirit of a volunteer with the 
liberality of a prince/ 1 The relations and connections of 
Chanda Sahcb were the governors of most of the strong places 
in the province of Areot. The prospect of a revolution in the 
Carnatic headed by his ablest and most formidable opponents 
would prevent Anw r ar-ud-din from venturing to commit him¬ 
self to open hostilities with the French. 

When Dupleix became Governor of Pondicherry, Chanda 
Saheb was being carried away to his MuhratU prison. Madame 
Dupleix became an intimate of his wife's, and so there was 
frequent common i cation between Dupleix mid the exile. At 
the close of IT f? there came a communication from Chanda 
Saheb informing them that he had come to an arrangement 
with the Mahratt&s* but he had not the money demanded for 
his release. Anwar-ud-din had declined to continue the pay¬ 
ment of the sum exacted by the Mahrattas a* the price uf his 
1 MUi: History of DiiU&h India " VoL IU- P p. IBS, 
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perpetual lmprisonment. It was a grave blunder. Dupleix 
waft wiser. He advanced seventy thousand pounds to the 
wife of Chanda Saheb, which she conveyed secretly to her 
husband, and he was set at liberty. 

Early in 17iS Chanda Saheb left Satara attended by his 
eldest son, eight ot his faithful adherents " and a decent but 
not numerous train,” 1 They slowly made their way to the 
south. They were Tree lances, and Chanda Saheb on reach¬ 
ing the River Klsttia put his band at the disposal of the Poligar 1 
of Chitledroog, who was at war with the Ratii of Bednore. 
Soon after a bloody and obstinate battle was fought. The 
troops of Bednore were gaining some ground when the Rajah 
ordered his elephant to be picketed on the spot, thereby 
indicating to ills troops his fixed determination not to retreat,'' 
Chanda Saheb, while directing the operations in another part 
of the line, encountered the elephant of the Bednore general. 
They discharged at the same moment their respective pistols. 
The Bednore general was killed, “ and Chunda Saheb, in the 
fail of Ids son Auhid by his side, felt for a momenta pang more 
grievous than the loss of victory ; his exertions were enfeebled 
anti the day was lost. The Rajah 11 was slain -surrounded 
by a heap of his faithful adherents," the bravest troops of 
the south; and Chanda Saheb was taken and conducted in 
triumph to Bednore, The Maui was desirous of detaining 
him as a prisoner, but he was still in the custody of two 
Mohammedan officers, to whose fifteen hundred horse he had sur¬ 
rendered, "and having opened Ids views" to them, “they not 
only resisted the orders of the Ranee, but marched off under the 
command of their prisoner, to whom a recent event had opened 
new and unexpected means of pursuing his objects at Arcot." 3 
The recent event was the deaLh of Nmun-al-Mulk, the ablest 
man the court of Delhi had produced since the death of Aurang~ 
zib. His eldcsL son was, as previously stated, acting as his 
father’s deputy at the Imperial Court- His second son Nash 
Jang (“■ Victorious in War"), who, having been forgiven, had 


’ Wilks: “History »f Myn»r,‘’ Vo I, L, p, 250. 

* Wilks : ■’ History of Mysoor, Vol, L, 


7 See Mlf, p. I35i 
pp. 257-8. 





Restoration of Madras 105 

during the latter part of his fathers life taken an sic tire part in 
affaiFs, assumed the government. Another competitor for the 
succession swif tly arose. M u za ffar Jang (“ Tri umphont in War 11 ), 
the child of a favourite daughter, who was governor of Bijapnr, 
and hud possession of the strong Fortress of Adorn, 1 produced 
an alleged will of his grandfather bequeathing to him his 
treasures and his dominions. Chanda Saheb swiftly seized 
his opportunity. He proceeded to the court, of the prince, 
and pointed out to him that by the aid of the French they 
might first conquer the Carnatic and then the Deccan. He 
would he the faithful vassal of Muzaffar Jang, Viceroy of the 
Deccan, Muzaffar readily adopted his ambitious schemes, but 
the arrival of Admiral Bosc&won with a large force, and the 
siege of Pondicherry, prevented the two allies from putting 
them at once into execution. It was not till the English 
were occupied in Tanjore (June, 1749) that Muzaffar Jang 
and Chanda Saheb, at the head of forty thousand horse, reached 
the frontier of the Carnatic. In July, Dupleix informed his 
Council that Chanda Saheb had arrived in the neighbourhood 
of the hUl fort of Ambur f which commanded one of the prin¬ 
cipal passes leading into the Carnatic. 3 He also told them 
that Chanda had agreed to subsidise two thousand of the 
French sepoys, and to grant them on favourable conditions 
forty villages when he was master of the province. 

Dupleix, on hearing that the allies were on the frontier 
of Aceot, at once sent FOG Europeans, together with 2,000 
sepoys, to the support of the two chiefs. By crossing the 
western mountains at some distance from Anwar-ud-diiCs 
army this force, under the command of M. D'A uteu.il, joined 
the invaders without opposition. The Nawab had thrown 
up across the pass a strong entrenchment defended by cannon* 

1 Adonl {Adhvunl), _i town lu fcfir- Bad lory olsLritl, Madras. “Tile fori, 
built on the top of i precipitous duster df rocky hills., was cunslilcml impreg¬ 
nable, being turtlfied wUSi tL L Vrn ramparts uric within anolhcr. Comma n.ri mg 
I he frontier tracL hetwuen the Kiatiui sind lh« Ttmgabh&dra, ll was j strong* 
buhl of grt-at importance Irom the lime of the Yljayimugar kini^'* 

■ Ambur is ifttutM on the sotitli bank of the Puku% about 3u mlk's from 
Veil Dir* and comma nd 5 Uw Karia panat tom \^ss leading Into Salem.—£*£ 
J< New LmprrLd GtueetLuv/’ Vol. V.. p. 291. 
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which was served by about (JO Europeans. In front of the 
entrenchment was a ditch, which he filled with water from 
a neighbouring late. The French soldiers advanced with 
the sepoys, regardless of the heavy sodden ground, to 
storm the entrenchment. The Nawab's artillerymen poured 
their shot with deadly aim into the advancing ranks, and 
they had to fall back. The fiery pride of the French soldiers 
was roused, again they rushed forward; they mounted the 
breastwork, but they were thrown back by numbers, Autcuil, 

eir commander, was wounded. M, dc Bussv was now the 
senior officer and, Jed by that gallant soldier, the French 
Hung themselves a third time on the entrenchment and cap- 
Iired it. Although this achievement evidently decided the 
fortune of the day, Anwar u Been continued with great per¬ 
sonal bravery to animate his troops, and was at length slain 
ni pushing forward his elephant too dose to the standards 
Ut his rival, on the twenty-third July, L7iO/ 5 1 The Nawab's 
eldest spn was taken prisoner and his youngest and illegitimate 
son Mohammed Alt, afterwards the Nawab of Arcot. so well 
known m our Parliamentary history, fled with a few troops to 
ne hi nopoly, ot which place he was governor. The victors 
marc k to Arcot, and Muzaffar Jang, after proclaiming bim- 

“1* i,ubahdEir the Deccan, inverted Chanda Saheb with 
the government of the Carnatic. 

Instead of laying siege at once to Trichinopoly the victors 
proceeded in pomp to Pondicherry, and were received with 
great miigniheence by Dupleix. Onne states that “ Chunda- 
saheb presented Mr. Dupleix with the sovereignty of 81 vil¬ 
lages m the neighbourhood of Pondicherry." The Govern- 

" ftT * ktter t0 the C ° Urt - aft * r ,nen tinning that 
thaiida baheb had taken “upon him the Government of 

this Province as Nabob by an illegal Fermaund procured from 

Mustapa Jung without the knowledge or consent of Nazar 
Jung, adds ; 

Uic first act he did after arriving nt tJda dignity was the n- 
eonipensmg his good allies by granting them 42 village of the Vffianour 

■ Wilks; « History ol Mysoor/- Vrt L, p. >59. 
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country which lay all around this Settlement ■ and by -way of reward 
to Mr. Duplcfx in particular the frildwing towns and their revenues 
have been given to him and his Relations, viz. 

Corbelong to Sir. Duplriv, 

PorLo Novo Lo Madame LJnpkux, 

Alonpara to Monsieur D'Antel (rtc) his brother-in-law* 

St_ Thome to Fadrie I)'Jin Poitflcation] si relation of Madame 
DuplcisesP 

" So that, we are surrounded in such a manner as for the French 
to haw it entirely In their power to stop our trade or debar us from 
any supplies of provision from the country and we have great reason 
to believe* from what has already happened they will not be wanting 
lo make use of this advantage/" a 

Mohammed Ali* on reaching Trichinopnly, at mice applied 
to the Cuddalorc Government for assistance, Boscawen was 
in favour of granting it, but Mr. Floycr, the governor, did 
not wish to embark on any enterprise which might give Dupleix 
an excuse for not restoring Madras, which lie was bound to 
do by the Treaty of Aix-la-Chapdle, the conditions of which 
were now officially known. In August, Boseawcn, with a part 
of the squadron, sailed to take possession of Fort St. George, 
A letter to the Court stated : 3 

LX As Wl> imagine an address by the way of Bus sarah may possibly 
reach your Honours before any of the shipping that will proceed lor 
Europe, next month r we therefore now' dispatch this to Bombay to 
be forwarded Irani thence by the Urst opportunity, and have the 
great satisfaction to acquaint Your Honours that General Bos¬ 
on wen look possession ol ForL St. George on the 2lsL instant* which 
occasioned universal joy among the late in habitant 5 of that place, 
who Lhrongerj there in great numbers burnedlately on hoisting the 
English Flag, though all the art the French made use of could not 
induce them to return while they were in possession* and the attach¬ 
ment they now show to the English gives them na little mortification/ 1 

Mountstuftrt: Elphinslcme* in his ib Rise of the British Power 
in the East,** states (p. 131) that the French restored Madras in 
u condition very different, “greatly strengthened and improved 
since the time when it fell into their hands/' The destruction 

1 AGmJrtrldii* north ol Poudklicnry; Covdong. farther north: SI. Thami* 
further north &U1L 

* Dbpatch from Fort Sh David* October 18> 1749 (Madras Records). 

1 Ibid., August 30. 1749, 
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of a purt of the Black Town, which Orme mentions, mav have 
been, from the point of view of the European inhabitants, 
an improvement, but the fortifications were certainly not 
returned greatly strengthened. The Government of Fort 
St. David writes: 

\ our [ [onouis have been already interim-d in nn address we 
iuiidt' you overland the 30th August that j our Settlement i>f Fort St. 
Getirgt was restored to us on the 21st of that mouth. We have there¬ 
fore hen: only Lo acquaint you that the condition in which it was 
delivered was so extreamly bad that we apprehend It will rrquin¬ 
to be entirely new fortified, all the walls and bastions being under¬ 
mined in such a manner that they must in all probability fail down 
in the ensuing Moousoon, and it Is represented bv His Majesty’s 
Engineers and ail the bricklayers lhat they are no ways to be repaired, 
neither are they the least capable of bearing any cannon upon them, 
on which last circumstances We have been obliged so far to deviate 
from your directions as to permit a platform that was began by the 
French to be finished, as we are informed It tends greatly to the 
present security of the place, and we hope your Honours will not 
he displeased thereat, as we conceive it lo he Absolutely’necessary. 
As our Engineer is gone, we cannot at this time send you a plan 
thereof, but will endeavour to get one prepared with nn estimate of 
the expense in readiness to send by the .limitary ship," 1 

The English, soon after the restoration of Madras, took 
possession of the settlement of St. Thom#. The priest to 
whom it had been assigned had, the Government of Fort St. 
David wrote home, forbidden 

" on thu severest penalties any sort of refreshments going to Madras® 
through or out of his Depcn dances, and by insulting us in other 
respects, insomuch that til last wc were obliged to apply to Gtntrul 
Boscawen for his assistance, who Immediately sent and took the 
Padre prisoner, ami is bringing him to England to be disposed of 
as His Majesty shall think proper.” * 

The English (lag Was hoisted in the town of St. Thom#, 
and a small redoubt capable of containing about thirty men 
was raised at the mouth of the river. 

On October 21 Admiral Boscawen sailed irom Fort St. 
David, leaving BOO men to reinforce the garrison. The gallant 
sailor was anxious to take vigorous measures in defence of 

1 IrDm Kort St - to**ta* November 2, 17 W (Madras Records). 

* md. t October 1ft, 1740, ' 
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English interests, and he declared that he would remain if 
the Government publicly requested him not to depart at 
this critical juncture. 1 Mr* Floytr and Ills colleagues were, 
however, incapable of estimating political problems and of 
dealing firmly with them* 11 They were at that time, wrote 
Clive afterwards, u entirely attached to mercantile ideas. 
Peace was indispensable to the prosperity of trade, “ and the 
prospect of a firm and lasting peace very agreeable to the 
wishes of the Province at this juncture of time." The aug¬ 
mentation of the military establishment during the period of 
war had been a severe drain on their finances. They deter¬ 
mined to reduce it. Soon after the restoration of Fort St. George, 
Clive and his two most intimate friends, Bulkcley and Masbe- 
lyne, who also were present at the siege of Pondicherry and 
took part in the Tanjore expedition, 1 “ received,” says Clive, 
“ a letter from the Governor and Council insisting upon a 
Categorical Answer whether we would return to the Civil nr 
continue in the Military. Messrs, Bulkcley and Maskelvlie’s 
Circumstances were too indifferent to accept the Offer, and 
were under a Necessity of Forfeiting a certain future Advan¬ 
tage for the sake of a present comfortable Subsistence; os 
this was not rny Case I return’d to the Civil.” To this date, 
apparently, belongs the Memorandum addressed by Clive to his 
employers. Tn the Fort St. David Consultations, dated 
November 30, 1749, wc have Lhe following: 

” >tr. Robert Clive having returned a few days past from Fort 
SL George whither his Quarter Masters employ obliged him to pro¬ 
ceed with the Coni miss arys, his travelling charges are therefore 
ordered to be paid ami as he is desirous of resigning his Commission 
and being entertain’d in some Civil Employ, Its agreed that lie be 
appointed Steward and to take charge of that Post the 1st of next 
month and Hint Messrs. Wiitcott and Wynrh accompanied by Messrs. 
Smith and Clive examine the account remains of Provisions and 
Garrison Stores, and Report to us the Condition they may find 
them in.” * 

1 “ In the attack upon Datve Utah Mr. Mask-dyne was wounded in lhe groin 
and oweJ Ms Life entirely in Ok- knot at Ids Msb/ 1 — Utter o! Clive tn tU Court 
n| Directors, March 8, 17a5 ("Miscellaneous Letters Received, \oi, 38, No. 
120, India Office Records). 

1 “ Factory Records, Fort St. David" (Vol 6, India OCQee Records), 


CHAPTER VIII 

1T49-5I ; WAR ur the cajinatic 

R ° SCaWen 5mJcd fl>r Euro P* Chanda 
F ' ic lerry with a large native force and &oo 

opejMis, flOO Caffr^ and Topane* with a tram of artillery*" 
er ■ 1 uqnesne. H;s destination wns TWchinopoiv. It 
nas of vital importance that he should eaj.tnre the key of 

Chanda the l “ t rcfu ® e mly rival. But 

Chanda Saheb was med of money to meintain his numerous 

army and he rimed aside to plunder the Bajah of Tnniore. 

the Rajah upon the approach of the enemy, shut himself up 

1 1 T1 to “ ™nsom. He a, the same 

■ . ' wtopondenee with Mohammed All and 

mth Inn. in exhortlh* Nasir Jan* at Goleondn to come 
md settle the affairs of the Carnatic. " He likewise solicited 

himsS’to “he f . ^ n8 ' iSl '' Wh0 “ t, ° rt ' d to defend 

In i extremity i hnt sent to his assistance no 
ore than 20 Europeans, who were detached from Trichan- 
opoly and entered the city of Tanjnre in the night.” ■ Chanda 
Saheb weary of negotiating, proceeded to bombard the tmvn 
and uhen one «f the gates of the city was carried the frighri 
nid Rajah agreed to pay Chanda Saheh as Xairab T 000 000 
rupees, and 200.000 immediately in hand to the French' Z7 

llages in the ncighbourlmod of KarLkal. But the" re¬ 
sources of Oriental craft had not been exhausted. 

of prorihattaatuinthal'K.j^ , M,e .'”- v » ilh •>« same spirit 

One dav he “rTgid m d < V““"> »•» ««™«ment. 
pedlars for the SVSfc ttZZSX, “ Z 

‘ ° r m {, r VoL L. p,J3M, 
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he senL old and obsolete coins, such as he knew would require strict 
and tedious examination; and then he sent jewels and precious 
stones + of which the value was still mare difficult to ascertain, Chunda- 
sabeb saw the drift ol Lhese artiflces + and knowing them to be com¬ 
mon practices, submit Led to wait, rather than lose the money, ol 
which he was so much in want.- T1 

Sevcrai weeks passed, and the first instalment had not been 
paid, when Duple Lx with a touch of irony informed Chanda 
Saheb that he ought at all events to take possession of Tan- 
jnre as a ; dace of refuge, ns Nasir Jang with an overwhelming 
army was approaching from the north. Muanffar Jung and 
Chanda Snheb at once broke up their camp and marched back 
upon P^Tulicherry, harassed by a large body of Mahrattn 
horse which had suddenly appeared from the south. 

From the north Nasir Jang advanced slowly towards 
Pondicherry, A11 the chiefs whose possessions were adjacent 
to his route joined him with their forces. He summoned 
Mohammed Ali to join his standard, and requested the English 
to send him a body of Europeans. Mohammed Ali p with a 
nominal six" thousand horse, and the English detachment com¬ 
manded by Captain Cope, reached his camp at Vihiier* a fort 
some miles west of Pondicherry, in February, 1750. When 
the Nawab waited on the Viceroy, Nasir Jang asked him 
what he had brought as the customary present, 14 The Nabob 
took Captain Cope by the hand and presenting him said he 
had brought that gentleman and the assistance of the English 
nation. 13 1 The Viceroy was so pleased with the answer that 
he conferred some honours on Cope, and appointed Mohammed 
Ali to succeed his father as Nawab of Areot. 

Meanwhile, Dupleix, finding that his letters to Na*ir Jang 
were of no avail, made strenuous efforts to meet the advancing 
foe. At the end of March, Muzaffar Jang and Chanda Sahf-b 
marched out of Pondicherry with their army and 2,tHJ0 Euro¬ 
peans under D ! Auteui]* rmd took up a strong position in front 
of Vtimer* On April 2, Lawrence, with six hundred Europeans, 
reached the camp of Nasir Jang, which was in sight of the 
enemy’s lines. The Viceroy received him with every mark 
1 Orme, VoL L, p. 140, i Cambridge: * Wur in India/" p. 5. 
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of honour, and with Oriental courtesy declared him General- 
issinm 


“ He proposed !□ me to at Lack Lhe enemy Immediately : I told 
him* In (he Eastern stile, that he might he sure of victory wherever 
he fought, yet the attack might be attended with some difficulty, 
and cost him the lives af many Prove men, as the enemy were strongly 
posh j d T and had with them a Large train of artiJJery + But that, if 
he pleased to march between them and Pondichcry, he might, by 
cutting off their communication, oblige them to tight at a greater 
disadvantage." 

The Viceroy replied, fch What! shall the great Nazirzing, the 
son of Niicam al Mulk, even for an advantage, seem to retreat 
before so despicable an enemy ? No, he would march arid 
attack them in front. I told him he might do as he pleased, 
I was ready to support him.” 1 

The next morning the two armies were drawn out to 
engage. Lawrence states ; 


11 A messenger came to me from Mr. DuutcuH, to acquaint me, 
4 That although wl- were engaged in different causes, yet it was not 
his design nor mcUimtjon, that any European blood should be spilt: 
but as he did not know our post, should any of his shat come that 
way T and hurt the English, he ctmld not be blamed/ I sent him 
far answer, * That I had the honour of carrying the English colours 
on my flag gun, which if he pleased ta look out far, he might know 
from thence where the English were posted ; p and 1 assured him, 
I should also he very loth to spiij European blood, hut if any shot 
came that way* he might he assured I would return them/'* 


A shot was fired from the French battery over the English 
troops, and Lawrence ordered three guns to answer it, 41 and 
saw them well pointed,” D f Auteui], owing to the desertion 
of some of his officers and a panic among his troops* thought 
it more prudent to retreat In the night, leaving his guns be¬ 
hind him . The retreat of the French was soon known, and 


Narrative In Cambridge's ar Wat In India,” pn, 5-6. I uw - 
™ tfyn Um following in n not*; » The French were m tn££L& M and find 
30 piece* q| cannon. Nazuralng Irad 800 : bat Ilia principal officer of artlikrv 
71 1,1 ^ctat, think every Earup«ui an thinner. 

1 happened to find fault with Ibis gcnlli?mim h * dispnslllnn nf hLa arUlicry. whicli 
whcr^ tilE cannon were hid. He gmvely replied, ' What, did 

S o U h, Tr“?^ j£E? * t '' DUSh ' to “^ «•«-**«* ««««.* piaeii* 

■ IHJ., p. 6, 
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Moran Rim, the Mahratta leader, 1 set off in pursuit of 
D'AuteuiI* 

They came tip with him the next day, Mr. Dante nil formed 
hk men into a square. Mprarow attacked and broke it with only 
lit teen men, imagining his whole party in the rear ; but feeling his 
danger* he with Lhat handful, when surrounded boldly pushed for 
it ; and breaking through the opposite side, cleared his way with 
six men, having last nine in the attack / 11 

Chanda Sahel) utid a few horsemen who were still true to 
hint retreated with the French* and it w'as due m a great 
measure to his dash and bravery that the retreating force got 
within the bound hedge at Pondicherry. The Mahrntts horse 
fdl in with some French gunners that had been left behind* 
find cut most of them to pieces*” * L We saved as many as 
we could/" says Lawrence, [i taking them by force out of the 
hands of the Moors, got their wounds dressed by our surgeons, 
and took all the care of them that humanity required of us/ 1 1 

Mumffar Jang’s army had vanished* Muzalfar Jang him¬ 
self had surrendered to his uncle* Xo calamity more agitating 
could have overtaken Dupleiw But Dupleix was always most 
himself in the moments at adversity and danger. lie lost no 
time in ordering the army to return and encamp beyond the 
bound hedge and so show a hold front to the Mahratta horse. 
He commanded, that D’AuLcuil should be tried for retreating 
without orders, and he placed the mutinous officers under 
arrest* He swiftly restored discipline among the men* and 
inspired them with his own confidence and his burning desire 
to wipe out the disgrace of the disaster. Finding himself* 

1 Stringer LawreuCii writes ; eH Moraraw. whose name nfLen occurs In IM* 
narrative, la a Maratla* ulm by supporting Ihe divisions its the country, lina 
liltuaeU from □ s-mail beginning; he side* with no party buE 

ns be fin«ls hk advantage in it, mid us easily tlmng^ aides ; bn euiiLtruinds obouE. 
3000 very good horse. When tie is not employed nr paid bv any prince, he 
scours Ltie country far hirnseLf, and raises contributions when! hr ran grL niicisl, 
f ad with least risque. His real master Is the Nunoh Shaw RLiJa ; but. lie obeys 
Ms orders Juai as they ;ire conducive to bis awn interest/"—R T O. Cambridge : 
An Account of Ihe War in India/* tic. 1 1 7Glv p. 7 a. 

* fttdt p p. 7. 

1 L ;wrencc adds ^ AJ In rt-lnrji, Mr. Dupbis wrote it loutf protest oQiEial 
me, for in j tin|? French ftnbjecti prisoners m Mine of peace: but Hie pour fi-lMra, 
more sensible of ihe obligations they were under in he vriy guilefully arknow- 
l- dged our lender usaiir* and canfessed 1L wj* - ulin iy awing to us 'that Uwv 
were saved*”— Op K ei/, P p, 7. 
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however, too weak to risk, at once a battle* Dupleix bad re¬ 
course to intrigue. He sent on embassy consisting of two 
members of the Pondicherry Council, one of than ^ well 
versed in the Indostan and Persic languages,to Nasir .Tang's 
camp* After an official audience the envoys conferred with 
the council of ministers. Notwithstanding the critical position 
of their affairs, the French envoys put forward exaggerated 
claims which were debated for several days* Then they pro¬ 
posed the final terms* The states of MuzafFar Jang should 
be invested in his son until Nasir Jang could be prevailed on 
to reconcile himself to the father, and Chanda Saheb should 
become Nawab of the Carnatic* Dupleix had already in 
a letter to the Viceroy insisted that none of the family of 
Anwar-ud-din should ever succeed to that office. The minis¬ 
ters dared not even put before their sovereign the French 
demands. The negotiations came to an end. 

” The French deputies left the camp* after having remained in 
it eight days s hut although they failed in gaining the apparent 
ends of their mission, they obtained the real advantages Mr. Dupleix 
proposed from it, by making themselves acquainted with the slate 
of Nawir-jing's court, and hy establishing the means of carrying on 
a correspondence with the discontented Nabobs of Cudupn. Can on i, 
and Savannre.” 1 

These three Pathan chiefs had joined Lite army of the 
Viceroy* and were discontented because he would not gratify 
their vanity and their avarice. 

Soon after the return of the envoys to Pondicherry * Dupleix 
determined that the prestige or die French Government re* 
quired that some active measures should be taken, and he 
sent three hundred Europeans, under M. de la Touche, who 
boldly surprised a quarter of the enemy's camp by night. The 
Viceroy was thrown into the utmost alarm* and he deter¬ 
mined to return to a safer residence at A rent* So great was 
his fear that he did not eare to be separated from the English 
troops. Lawrence had been instructed to obtain an enlarge¬ 
ment of the territory round Madras, and Nasir Jang promised 
to comply with the request* but his chief minister prevented 
1 Qrfae, VtiL L* pp r 148-9. 
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the phirmaund or patent from being issued from his office, 
Lawrence was now assured that his request would be imme¬ 
diately granted if he would march ivkh the Viceroy to Areot, 
a proposal we could by no means consent to f a* it would 
have left: our settlements and frontier bounds exposed to ihe 
insults of 2,000 French, and Cfiunda Saheb. who at the time 
was raising another army. Wc also endeavoured to make him 
sensible that his march to Arcot removed him too far from 
his cnenu^t who were only waiting for a favourable oppor¬ 
tunity to renew the troubles/' 1 Lawrence, finding that all 
his arguments were of no avail, returned with his troops to 
Fort St. David* and, in the latter end of April, No sir Jang 
broke up his camp and marched to Arcot> 

Dnpleix snatched at the opportunity of the departure of 
the enemy to pursue his designs with vigour. The Viceroy T a 
o[Leers* acting under his orders, had seized the horses and 
effects of the French Company at Masulipatam, Dupleix 
determined to he revenged. He knew the strategical and 
commercial value of that city* and hi the beginning of July 
he embarked on board two large ships a small detachment of 
200 Europeans and 300 sepoys with a battery train, and 
directed the commander to sail direct for Masulipatam. After 
a passage of three days they anchored in the roads. + ' The 
troops landed in the night, and attacking the city by surprize, 
took it with very little loss. They kept possesion of it, and 
immediately began to put it in a better posture of defence. TJ 
Before the Masulipatam expedition Dupleix had sent 300 
Europeans to attack the pagoda of Trsvrtdi* lying about fifteen 
miles to the west of Fort St David. if The pagoda served 
as a citadel to a large pettah, by which name the people 
on tin? coast of Coromandel call every town contiguous to a 
fortress, Trivadi math- no resistance, and the French, having 
garrisoned it with 50 Europeans and tUQ Sepoys* began to 
collect the revenues of the district.’ 1 - 

Mohammed Ali now requested Xaxir .fang to permit him 

■ TV O. CflOthrUit: « An Account P f the Wnr tn India," etc. i L7G1). p. 9 . 

9 
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to take the field; the Viceroy consented, and sent him a re- 
inforcement, which raised the number of his troops to twenty 
thousand men. At the same time he applied to the English for 
a body of Europeans and a train of artillery. It was of the 
utmost importance to the settlement of Fort St. David that 
the French should not hold Trivadi so near to them* and 
Lawrence stmt Captain Cope with 400 Europeans and 1 ? 500 
sepoys to his assistance. Lawrence would himself have taken 
the field, u but the ehair being vacant by the removal of Mr* 
Floyer, I was obliged to take the government till Sir. Saunders, 
who was appointed to succeed, could come from Vittagapatam/* 1 
Mohammed Ali now marched to Triyadi and discovered the 
French encamped in a grove, enclosed by strong entrench¬ 
ments mounted with ten pieces of cannon. Cope advised 
Moha m med All that the best way of moving the French from 
their strong position would be to continue their march and 
attack Trivadl. The next day they appeared before the 
pugiHla* but the Xawab\ troops refused in storm the lofty 
Walls, and the following [Horning they marched back towards 
the French encampment, 41 and halting, formed for battle 
within gun-shot of their entrenchments/’ 

"The commander ot the French troops scut a messenger to ask 
the reason why the English came so tiuur their posLs t and declared 
that Jf they did not Iinmediidely march away, he shall in his own 
defence be obliged Lo fire on them- Captain Cope replied, that 
Lhe English acting as allies to the Nabob, were determined lo accom¬ 
pany him Into aU parts of his dominions, and to assist him against 
all who should oppose his authority. The messenger was scarcely 
returned when a shot from the French entrenchment struck down 
some of the English soldiers. It was answered by two 18 pounders 
and lour fluid pieces ; and a cannonade ensued* which lasted from 
nuun till night, when the English quilled Ihuir ground with Ihu loss 
of in Europeans and r>0 sepoys, and 200 ol the Nabob's troops were 
Likewise killed ; the French, secured by Lheir cntreuchmcnl^, suffered 
much less/' ft 

Mohammed Ali, disheartened by r this repulse* proposed to 
march towards Arcot; Cope was desirous that they should 
cut Lhe French off from Pondicherry, but he refused to listen 

1 Cambridge : M War ha lE:dsa/ F pp. Q-iO. 
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to his advice. Mohammed All had promised to defray all 
the expenses of the English troops in the field, but when Cope 
demanded the money he. either from anger or necessity, 
declined to pay " unless they (the English} should consent to 
degrade their reputation, and sacrifice their own possessions 
by marching away from the enemy to a distant part of the 
province." Lawrence, annoyed at the prevaricating conduct 
of the Navvab, ordered the English troops to return to Fort 
St. David* It was not a wise step, and Dupleix tuolc imme¬ 
diate advantage of it. He commanded the main body under 
D 1 Auteui! at Vtinier to march and join the camp under La 
Touche near TrivadL D'Auteuil instantly repaired to it, and 
“ the whole force when united consisted of 1,800 Europeans. 
2*500 Sepoys and 1.000 horse levied by Chunda-saheli together 
with twelve field pieces." 1 The army of Mohammed Ali con¬ 
sisted of 5,000 foot and 15.000 horse variously armed, lack¬ 
ing in discipline and badly posted. On September L 1750, 
D Auteuil and Chanda Saheb attacked and entirely routed 
Mohammed Ali, who [fed Lo Areot with two or three attendants* 
Dnpleix followed up the blow with Ids usual spirit and decision. 
He sent Hussy with a small detachment to take by surprise 
the great mountain fortress of Gingec, sixty miles from Pondi¬ 
cherry ; Or me, who gives a good plan of the town and sur¬ 
rounding mountains, writes ; * 

■■ A strong wall, Hanked with Lowers, aud extending near three 
miles, in closes three mountains, which form nearly an equilateral 
triangle ; they are steep and Craggy, and on the top of each nre 
built large and strong forts ; besides there are many other fortifications 
upon the declivities: On the plain he tween the three mountains b 
a large town. The Indians, who esteem no fort Meat ions wry strong, 
unless placed tipun high and difficult eminences, have always r^- 
tmrdctl Gin gee as the strongest fortress in the Carnatic." 

By petarding one of the gates the young French general 
gained possession of the town at sunset, and proceeded to 
erect a barricade of baggage wagons in Hn streets. But hb 
position was one of great peril, for from the heights above 
the 1 enemy poured down a deadly shower of shot and grape. 

1 Oritir. YoL Irp p, 154. 1 ibid., 155. 
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The French returned their fire with the mortars and guns till 
the moon set, %vhieh was the signal to storm the fortifications- 

lJ S'one buL Lhe Europe ans were destined to LUis hardy cntcrpme* 
who attacked oil the three mountains at the same time* and found 
on each redoubts above redoubts, which they carried successively 
sword In hand, until they cunu j Lo the summits^ where the fortifica¬ 
tions: were stroller than those they had surma unied; they never 
thcless pushed on am! prtnrded the gates, and by day-break were 
in possession of Lite in all” 1 

Of the many heroic deeds by which the French attempted 
to found an Empire in the East* few r equal and none surpass 
the storming of Gingee* 

Na&ir Jang was now at last roused to action* and leaving 
Arcot* he advanced towards Gingee, but Ins progress was slow* 
as his camp consisted of 00*000 foot, 15,000 horse* 700 elephants, 
and 3G0 pieces of cannon, and the usual multitude of attend¬ 
ants which accompanied an Indian army, W hen sixteen miles 
from Gingee, owing to the monsoon setting in with great vio¬ 
lence* the country was completely inundated and his army 
was enclosed between two swollen rivers. Before his departure 
from Arcot the Viceroy had sent two of his officers to Pondi¬ 
cherry to treat with the French. Duple ix saw that the enter¬ 
prise on which his soul was intent would be successful if the 
Pathan Nawabs and Mnhrnttas were won over to Ids Hide* 
and he raised his terms. Xot only was Muzaifar Jang to be 
restored to Ids liberty and estates, and Chanda Saheb in¬ 
vested as Nawah of the Carnatic, but Masidipataoi and its 
dependencies must he ceded to the French. Nasir Jung 
resisted these hard terms. 

Two months rolled on, Duplfix employed! the time in carry¬ 
ing on his intrigues with the Pathan Nawabs and some chief 
otlicers in the Viceroy's service. Provisions became scarce 
and sickness began to spread among the troops. Nusir Jang 
renewed his correspondence with Duplcix. and promised to 
give patents for all his demands on condition that the French 
should hold them as his vassals* He sent deputies to Pondi- 


1 Oiw p Yoi L* p. 15G, 
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eherrv who affirmed that Nasir Jang would sign the treaty, 
break up his camp, and march out of the Carnatic. But 
Oupleix had n*> subsiimtial assurance that the treaty would 
be signed. He demanded that the deputies should produce 
the treaty rutiiled by their sovereign. Wearied by the delays 
of the envoys, pressed by the confederates to act. he at the 
same time ordered an advance of his forces at (Jingee as soon 
as there came the concerted call from the traitors. * The 
summons from the Pitan Nabobs arrived at Guigee before the 
ratification of tlic treaty at Pondicherry. 

On the night of December 10, 565 French soldiers and 2,000 
sepoys, with ten field-pieces, under the command of M. de La 
Touche, were on the move. They entered the encampment 
straggling over eighteen miles ground* and, led h\ a gm e 
from the confederates, they made their way in firm and corn- 
pact order through a host of enemy bv means of their field- 
pieces. When the day broke they found themselves m that 
part of the camp occupied by Nasir Jang, and saw in the 
distance a vast body of horse and foot drawn up m order. 
For the moment t Ue small body of French troops felt that 
the odds of numbers were heavy, Then was seen in the centre 
of the living line aji elephant bearing a large white flag. This 
wu the signal of the confederates. It was immediately re¬ 
cognised by M. de la Touche, and explained to the troops, 
who expressed their joy by repeated shouts. Soon after 
the French commander had word of a tragic event, and there 
quickly followed a ghastly proof of its truth. 

When Nasir Jung first heard of the attack on the camp 
he thought it was an affair of a few drunken French soldiers, 
and he told his officers to go and cut them to pieces. Mes¬ 
sengers now arrived in hot haste with the evil tidings that 


t Ornic. Yol, 1.. p. la Ms Mfmatn, Duplelx affirms lhat ^wrotehnror- 

dtatrlv to Inform the commander at Ginger o! tins conclusion of the 
to prevent further hostilities. hut Hint his letter arrived njt till ot^r 
lotion was performed. Wilks states Unit the ratification of the twnty l^r NnMr 
j.™ and the summons ol the msurgeuts, were determined on m* ”£*■ 
sanie day: but the latler arrived at Ubigee heforetheforTiierh^ rtoched 
Pondldumy— M. Wilks; " Hist. Sketches ut t!u- Soulh ot bulla («t0). 
Yol. I,, p. 2Cfi; “Meinolre pour lc Sieur DupleLx." p. SO. 
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tbc attack was serious. A native author, who was kt the 
train of Nasir Jung at the time, states that the Viceroy prr* 
panod with cheerfulness for the combat . 1 

" As be approached the mtrror to adjust his dress and perceived 
the refit cl ion of fits own figure , ho addressed it in the fo Howl ng wo rd-S ^ 
~ O Meer Mohammed * 5 the Almighty is thy pro Lector p ; nnd pro- 
tttct^d to mount his elephant without being induced by Lhe hurry 

the inmiii nl to omit any one of the religion5 observances pre¬ 
scribed by the sacred law : that it was his general practice on the 
day of bailie to be clothed in armour from head to foot, but, on 
^ l=> °ccaslon + lie pul on a simple muslin robe; and 111 this stale 
fulfilled his destiny p and attained the crown of martyrdom/" 


Nasir Jang, accompanied by his bodyguard* went direct 
to tlint port of the line where the troops of the Pathan Nawaljs 
were stationed . 3 


" Approaching the elephant of the Nabob of Ciirpn* he antici¬ 
pated hb salutation by llrst raising It is hand ; it was not vet clear 
day-light T and thinking the Nabob did noL recognise him, he raised 
himself up in the hourly and repealed the salutation* when two car¬ 
bine shots from Lhe opposite elephant pierced Ids body, and he in¬ 
stantly expired. The Patans cutting off his head* and fixing it on 
11 in end of a spear* exhibited to their associates in the conspiracy 
this ultimate and direct evidence of complete success." * 


The dcatli of Nasir Jang put an end to the conflict. 
By nine o'clock Muzaffar Jang was acknowledged by the 
* Wilks: “ JiiiLqry ol Mysoor/' ViiL 1* p, 2157 a 

' His original name; Nasir Jung, " Victorious in War," being o title. 

Ormo state* thut Nasir Jung " was told that the Insous of CudiipsJi, tianoul 
Candunore. of Myaoiv, together with 20,000 of the Mottoes, were drawn ut. 
in onler cl halllo but hail not yet advanced to repulse Hit Krench. Euro red 
at tins Inact ion of so large a purl of his arm}'; he mounted his elephant, tin cl 
neconiinjoierl by his body-guard advanced toward these troops," Wilks, whu 
took his narrative from the « Servl Azad/’ states: ’* Nasir Jung, an suspicions of 

liK™ 1 ® 4 K 4 cl fP}' allt to . u,JJl I> arl of army, with the intention of 
giving orders. MouoUtinirl Elplilnstone, who took Ids narrative from the 
and^ the •* Moasir-ui-Umru," writes.* " Warning was given to him 


■ Servl Aznd ’ 



P: *®?/ MajmtsHiaH EiphlnMune: - Rise of the Bnuih In' the East* 1 

^ 1&& r J, p. I-iu.. 

* }™“i ■' History o! Mysoor," Vol. L, pp r 267-6. Wilks remarks: ■■ And U 
1* only useful to adtl us a feature of the miumers of the people, tliaL after the 
confusion or the day, the troops redoLW the head flnrl lhe trunk of Ujr corpse, 

T'f 1 Pi r *“Z in 11 , ' t ‘” sE or »P«d™w cotJin filled ,ilh 
4™; o powder lomied of yutIdiu perfumes and the filings of odoriferous woods, 
dUpulchird these remains of their lute chief to he deposited In the tomb Of hi 
aixteriors. — Op, «f. t VoL L, pp_ 2&B-9* 
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whole army Viceroy of the Deccan. Mohammed Ali, when 
he heard the news, mounted liis fleetest horse and, accompanied 
only by two or three attendants, made for Trichi nopolv. 

News of the successful revolution was brought to Chanda 
Saheh the same afternoon, lie quitted his house alone, rail 
to Government House, and gave the first news of the great 
event to Dupleix. 14 They embraced with the agitations of 
two friends esc aped from a shipwreck ; the news was proclaimed 
to the town by a general discharge of the artillery; and in the 
evening Mr. Dupleix held a court "and - . . "the next day a Te 
Deum was sung in all the Churches, and three deputies wen 
sent to compliment Murzafa-jing, 1 and to invite bun to \isit 
Pondicherry. The ulterior object of the policy of Dupleix was 
Hint the French should be the suzerain power in India* He 
was, therefore, anxious that the successor of Nixam-oI-Mulk, 
who had gained his throne by the valour of the French, should 
attend a durbar at the French capital* Muz after Jang, who 
knew 11 nit his tenure was mainly dependent on the French* 
consented. On the evening of December 26, attended by 
the principal lords of liis Court, he arrived at the bounds 
of Pondicherry. Dupleix and Chanda Saheb received him in 
a tent without the city. “ It was intended in deferenee to his 
rank that he should have entered the town on his elephant ; 
but the animal was too large to pass under the beam to which 
the draw-bridge was suspended; whereupon he politely desired 
to go in the same pal an kin with Mr. Dupleix to the 
pal nr,” On arriving there they hail a brief conference, 
and then Mu Rafter Jang “ retired to the house appointed for 
his reception, where be was expected with impatience by bis 
mother, his wife, and Ids son.” 

The next day the durbar was held, and gave Dupleix an 
opportunity of displaying his love of magnificence. In the 
wide place was erected a tent of immense proportions, whose 
sides were hung with silk of divers colours and the rich tapes¬ 
tries of the Bast, In the centre, facing each other, were two 
jnu&nvds, or thrones of cushions, covered with the delicate 

1 Driiie, VoL L* p- 
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Fabrics of Cashmere, and cloth of gold embroidered with jewels. 
In the morning a royal procession set forward from Govern¬ 
ment House. A squadron of horse, twelve lancers, and twenty 
foot soldi era, each carrying a flag, gold cm white ground, led 
the way. After them came Duplets and his chainberlahn 
followed by two elephants of enormous size ; one of them 
bore the standard of France unfurled to the wind, the other 
a banner of golden ground with the insignia of the fish,' 5 
the Garter of the Mogul Court. Then followed twelve elephants 
carrying kettle-drums mid musicians, succeeded by battalions 
of sepoys, companies of European infantry, butteries of artil¬ 
lery, and lastly a squadron of horse. In this state the procession 
moved through the street lined by' the victors of Gingce. Arrived 
at the reception tent. Dtipletx entered amidst the roar of artillery 
and the sound of drams, trumpets, and fifes. He saluted the 
Suhulidnr and offered the usual presents, A short pause, and 
Muznflar Jang took him by the hand and seated him on the other 
mvmud. A long line of nobles and chief officers, apparelled 
in silk and velvet sparkling with diamonds, filed by the two 
thrones and presented their nuzzera. 1 Muzaffar Jang then 
rose and, after arraying Dupleix in a khiFat, or robe of honour, 
the same that Aur&ngrib gave to NIzam-abMulk. he pro¬ 
claimed Dupleix Nawab of all the region south of the Hirer 
Ksstna to Cape Comorin. Following the custom of Eastern 
monarehs be bestowed on him the title 4 * Zafar Jang Eahadur 3 * 
(The always brave and victorious Lord), and created him 
“*an officer with rank” (Mansabidar) in the army p w'ith per¬ 
mission to bear the ensign of the fish which had been 
carried in the procession. Tie bestowed upon him as a 
personal gift the fortress of Yaldore with the villages and 
land dependent upon it, as wdJ as a separate jaghire (/ojgir) 
of IOO t flOO rupees." He confirmed the possession by the 
French Company of the city of Mosul! patam and its depend¬ 
encies* and the territory near KarikaL He gave to the 
French Company 1*250,000 Uvres in payment of what they 

1 Niizzar — Ar. mi:r, or noror, ii ntn'itioiikul pTraenL 

* ° Mfriiulre P<mr la Sii?ur ETOplrix/' p. 
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bad advanced to him. and he bestowed the same sum on 
the French troops which had rendered such qH ^ ' 

He directed that the Pondicherry currency should be the -o 
currency of Southern India, which in on Oriental land was 
a direct symbol of sovereignty. He elected Chanda Salie 
be Nawiib of Areot under the authority of Dupleix_ 

Tlic durbar ended with redoubled profession* of friendship. 
Duple is took his leave, and the French pomp »*•«"*^ 
Government House. On that day the fortunes of Du P l_ 
reached their culminating point By his masterly 
his patience, his courage, his iiwlc&lyWe labour, ^ 
realised his most ambitious dreams. He ha acq 
position and power of a sovereign, and he invested his new 
dignity with all the gorgeous ceremonial of an Grien ^ 
This was not due, as it has been so oiten rcprescnt^l to mere 
vulgar vanity. His tastes were high and sphmd.d 
Blowing mind, and as in the case of Wellesley his love of magm- 
ficenee was rooted in a nature which aspired to build an empire 
fur his nation. In order to celebrate a victory winch ha 
raised the fame of his Country to the highest degree, and 
impress the Oriental mind, he followed an Eastern custom, 
and decreed that a town should be built, on the battel . 
to be called Dnpleix-Futteliabftd, the placL of th 

° f The^nieings of the hour were, however, overshadowed 
by an ominous cloud. The wage* of the traitors renamed to 
be paid, and their demand* were exorbitant. Theyamoun^. 
as Duplcix says, to being put m possession of half the Deccan 
He employed his infinite diplomatic skill to induce the chiefs 
to moderate their claims. But even so expert an ^ lg uer 
as Dupleix was no match for an Afghan. Ihey agTto 
among themselves to appear satisfied with the terms i 7 
signed 8 an agreement accepting them : and they -oreo^ 
Koran that they would be faithful to the Woy. Dup^x 
was deceived. MuzafTai Jang knew the value of an Afgh 
oath ■ he would not undertake his long homeward purne; 
Without a French escort. Bussy—" excellent officer, soys 
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Dupleix—H'ds appointed to command a detachment of 300 
Europeans and 4,000 sepoys which was to accompany him 
to Hyderabad* They left Pondicherry in January, 1751, and 
at the end of the month they reached the territory of the 
Nawab of Cuddapah. Some slight skirmishes now took place, 
but they were attributed to accident. Soon, however, it was 
discovered that the three Pa than chiefs intended to oppose 
their advance, and their troops were posted in a defile through 
which the road to Hyderabad rail. The Viceroy’s force resumed 
its march, and on sighting the enemy Muzaffar Jang, at the 
head of his cavalry, buried forward and attacked them. 
After a murderous conflict they were beaten hack* The 
French troops came to bis old and their disciplined valour and 
the quick fire of their artillery cleared the gorge. Muzaffar 
Jang with his cavalry again dashed forward and hotly pursued 
the fugitive foe. The X awa b of Savanore had been cut to 
pieces, the Xawuh of Cuddapah had fled from the field, and 
in pursuing him Muzaffar Jang came upon the Nawab of 
Kurnool. 1 Finding escape impossible, the Nawab turned with 
the handful of troops which surrounded him, and charged the 
elephant of his pursuers. 

11 Exasperated by this defiance, the young prince made a sign 
to the troops to leave Lhe person of the Nabob to be attacked by 
himself. TEkj two elephants were driven up close to each other, and 
Mnrwf a-jing had Ids sword uplifted to strike, when his antagonist 
thrust Ids javelin, which pierced his forehead with so much force 
that the point entered the iirain ; he fell back dead; a thousand 
arms were aimed at the Nabob, who was in the some instant mortally 
wounded; and the troops, not satisfied with this atonement, fell 
with fury on those o( the Nabob, whom they soon overpowered, and 
cut to pieces."* 


The news of the death of Muzaffar Jang struck the French 
with the greatest consternation. Whom would the army 

4 . Kj i rn 1 ut ’ 1 ' ?f e four Ctdfd District! in Lhe M.idrui Presidency. It 

!? ”vN be V*J* h y [ hc T nnfiribhad rn end Kistnu riven (which separate 

H from the Sli.nn s tlomlnloni); on the north-east by Guntar District' on 
Nrilore i on Lhe- south by Cuddapah and Aimnlop.tr. Bv the Purl l- 
£TM: of . Nlasni secured ti. He ceded it in 18M to the British, 

but the Nawab of Kurnool was left in possession of his iadhire. In 1838, h.ivinc 
been found Kultty of treason, his territories were iinu- xed. > « 

’ Omve, VoL |„ pp. 
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acknowledge as his successor ? Bussy was a man of great 
ability and of a bold and daring spirit; he acted with 
promptitude and decision. The only son of MuzaSar Jang was 
an infant, unable to exercise power, and his father's title to 
sovereignty was far inferior to the claims of the sons of Nistam- 
ai-Mulk. Three of these were prisoners in the camp, and by 
a superiority of tact and resolution Bussy had Sal aba L Jang, 
the eldest, proclaimed Viceroy, with the consent of the chiefs 
and army. In February, 1751, the new Viceroy, with his 
army and the French troops, quitted Cuddapali territory, 
and on March 13 they came to Kurnool, the capital of the 
Pathan Nawab who had slain Muzaflm* Jang. lL It was deter¬ 
mined that the city should atone for the treachery and rebellion 
of its Lord/’ The place was stormed by the French troops, 
led by M. Kir jean, n nephew of Dupleix; nil the garrison was 
put to the sword, and many of the inhabitants were massacred. 
The territories of Kurnool and Cuddapah were annexed to 
Adorn, the jaghirc of tfuzaffar Jang, and the government of 
the whole principality conferred on his son. 1 

On April 2, 1T51, Salabat Jang entered the capital, Hydera¬ 
bad, with Eastern pomp, and was welcomed by the inhabitants, 
pleased at seeing a Viceroy return to their city, next to Delhi 
the most populous and wealthy in the Mogul dominions. He 
11 went through the ceremony of sitting on the musnud or 
throne in public, and of receiving homage not only from 
Ids own immediate officers, but also from most of the governors 
of the neighbouring provinces/ 1 He confirmed all the privi¬ 
leges which his predecessors had granted to Dupleix and 
his nation, and he amply reworded the French battalion. 
The French troops, whose strength had been increased by 
reinforcements from Mosul ipatam to 500 Europeans and 5,000 
sepoys, took up their quarters in the capital. Bussy was the 

1 omifi wrilrf: " He received ibe iovciUlure of lire government of .Ad«d, 
V j.j, tad Ireeii the patrimony of hi* Iillher, and as a Jiul rtpamUjM f 

tKTeauwS Ms death. tie territory « the Nabob Lndup T who 
nlannclPtbo conspiracy, nod nl Kanoul, by whoae amt h* fell, »■*£ 

the™«lm princr, which by th« Freeh ,ccnant f p^ctd Uc,. 
gH hr r an annual revenue of near a inbllun of pounds sterling, —Ownf, - *, 

p, 253. 
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real master of Lhe wide domain of the Deccan. Ditplcix 
wa5 the absolute ruler of a region as large as France., inhabited 
by thirty millions of people and defended by a large and vic¬ 
torious force. The power and glory of France was at its 
height i the prestige of England at Its lowest depth. Duplets 
had effected this great change in the fortunes of his country, 
but the time bad come when the hide of success was soon to 
be checked by a young man five-and-twenty years of age, a 
civilian serving as a commissary. 

In the summer of 1750 Thomas Saunders, a man of a sound 
and vigorous judgment, a clear and quick perception, a con¬ 
stancy of mind not to be disturbed by danger, 1 assumed the 
government of Fort St. David. Ho saw at once the far- 
reaching effects of the French victory and the death of Nasir 
Jang. If the French rule became supreme the English must 
perish out of the land. Stringer Lawrence had gone home dis¬ 
gusted by the perpetual interference of civil authority in 
military details,, and dissatisfied at nut being allowed to have 
the definite authority which a commander ought to have over 
his army. 1 Though the British force had no competent com¬ 
mander, though it was lacking in discipline and inferior to the 
French in numbers, Saunders decided to support Mohammed 
AIL In January, 1731, 280 Europeans end MO sepoys, under 
the command of Captain Cope, were sent to Trichin op uly T 
Not long after their arrival Mohammed Ali, in order to estab¬ 
lish his power, sent 6.000 of his own troops, with 30 Euro¬ 
peans* to settle the government of TinaveUy, a city lying 
ICO miles to the south of Trichenopolv and capital of a territory 
which extends to Cape Comorin.” a 

Meanwhile* the garrison of Madura, the capital of a vast 
territory lying between TricLdnopoly and Tinnevdly, revolted 

1 Wnti: ' J Hbtoiy of Mysoor/' VoL L, p, 273—" Mr, Tliwnai Saunders, a 
man Inferior perhups lo M. Duplex In splendour of talents, ami Ln *alL EhuL 
ranititutvs Ihu decora t inn at chnrcicter. bm not yielding to that dlsUngutsiied 
stoteissncsii in the possesion of & sound ami vigorous judgment, a clear and 
quick perception* U constancy of not In be disturbed b f djln^er, and a 

devotion ia thu cause of his country' no kss ardent and tincctv Hum tliaL of 
Mr Duplcls/ 1 

* MuunUtwirt ElpbhiUoni 1 : " Rist of lhe British Power in lhe EnsL" p, 141- 
. 1 Orme* Vol, I., p. 173. 


127 


War in the Carnatic 

and declared for Chanda Sahcb. Captain Cope offered to 
retake the town. But the attempt to storm its lofty walls 
ended in disaster, though the sepoys “ went to the attack with 
as much spirit as the Europeans/ r L A large body of Mohammed 
Ali's troops deserted to the enemy, and at the same time lie 
heard that Chanda Sabeb, with a force consisting of 12,000 
horse, 5,000 sepoys, and the French battalion, was about to 
march from Arcot to besiege Trichinnpoly. He again applied 
to the English to help Iiim in life distress, Saunders with 
the utmost exertion was able to dispatch only a detachment 
consisting of 500 Europeans. 100 Caffres, and 1,000 sepoys 
with eight field-pieces under the command of Captain Gingen, 
n Swiss officer in the Company’s service. Clive accompanied 
the detachment as commissary. The English and I runeh were 
at peace, and Gingen was commanded to remain near Fort St. 
David untfl he should be joined by some of Mohammed Ali's 
men. for the Madras Covernmentwas determined not to appear 
as principals in the war. About the middle of May a small 
party of the Naw&Vs troops arrived, and Gingen, vested with 
the somewhat transparent disguise of an auxiliary, advance 
to the large and strong pagoda of 1 erdaeheUum, about tort) 
miles from the coast, which commanded the most direct com¬ 
munications between Fort St. David and Tricbmopdy. The 
governor, after a show of resistance, surrendered. Gingen had 
been sent to watch the movements of Chanda Suheb and the 
French; finding their intentions were to attack rnthmnpoly. 
he, leaving a small garrison at the pagoda, moved that way also, 
and on his march was “ joined by 10U Europeans detached by 
Captain Cope from Tritehanopoly, and *>d>u0 horse, with 2.00U 
foot, the remainder of the Nabob’s troops, under the com¬ 
mand of Ids brother Abdul-waliab Khan.' * Soon after this 
junction Gingen discovered that the army of Chanda Saheb 
was encamped in the neighbourhood of Wconrla, a consider- 


: &££ ■»#!.“ ! c r ,ssii/T Tssst 

tss.'stfsi teiizSffgsrm* »> »■>«•*-- 

nf Cuptsin DalttfBr P- 


128 


The Life of Lord Clive 


able town ninety miles from the coast and forty-live from 
Triehmopoly. It was also of considerable strategic importance, 
as its citadel* built on a rock some two hundred feet high and a 
mile in circumference at the base, commanded the great road 
which ran directly between Arcot and Triehmopoly and also 
joined the best road to Fort St. David. 

" Th'-- dtsiM of Vokonda/ 1, says Dalton, 11 has round towers 
aiul some small pieces of cannon mounted on It ; the town below 
joins le lt T and Is surrounded with a pretty good stone wall ol about 
16 feet high, flank'd with round towers, but has no ditch. In this 
place the Moors and all the people of distinction reside, and without 
all lb Lhe pelta, or village, where the poorer sort have their habitations, 
Inclos'd with a mud wall and a ditch." 1 

Gingen encamped in a largo grove about a mile and a 
half to the southward of the town : the camp of Chanda Sahcb 
lav about four miles to the north, separated From the British 
by a long range of lulls and a river which lay near the western 
side nf the citadel and town * 6 Besides his own Large force, 
Chanda Saheb had the French detachment mustering about 
600 Europeans and +>,.000 sepoys, under D'AuteuiL IIe : had in 
vain endeavoured to persuade the Mogul governor to admit 
his troops into the fort. The English mode the same request, 
“ He gav e us for answer that the fort was his family estate, 
which vve could not blame him for taking care of, and that 
he could not admit one party in without giving umbrage to 
the other /' 3 The English commander asked leave of the 
Nawah's brother to attack the place, but this was refused 
as the governor was a relative and he was certain that Si Ins 
relation was not in any interest but his /* 4 A fortnight was 
spent in fruitless negotiations. The Council at Fort St. David 
grew impatient at the delay* and there is the following entry 
in the records: 

JJ June —? 17;>l r Mr. Robins volunteers to go to Vokondah* 
but La not allowed ; he and the Hoard concur that Captain De Gin gins 

1 C, Dalton: ¥P Memoir of IjpUnln DmUon. ]Ll:.LC.S/' (18S6). p. 02. 

1 Ornie in hb ilr«artptlou of VulconcJa spruks of tlac forUlieil town lir. -s fort 
h'ilk f *t Eton*, and he eaUa the village " a Urwn sfepdcrly fonlfled wills a turn! 
w «!L —Onncj Yol. I.* p. 170 , 

* Dalton, p r PU. * Ibid. 
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be ordered to seek the onemv T and use Ms utmost endeavour to bring 
to an engagement, and tills ns soon as possible, their strength in¬ 
creasing dally by the arrival of their supplies from Europe, and thr 
President is now ordered to writ? to Captain De Gin gins to that 
purpose/' 1 

On the receipt of the President's letter Gingen determined 
tn commence at once military operations. He was a brave 
man w T ho had, as u subaltern, seen much active service in 
Europe, but he was without ability and without enterprise. 
He thought a few shells thrown into the fort would lead tn 
its surrender. Some of the officers suggested that instead of 
throwing away bombs, which would be visible to Chanda 
Saheb's army, they should in the night ■ L sealadc the lower town 
where all the principal men liv'd/ 1 Gingen was, however, says 
Dalton, u of an unfortunately jealous temper which made him 
mistrust the good will of any who offer'd to give him advice/ 1 s 
He rejected the suggestion, adhered to Ins scheme of bom¬ 
bardment j and gave orders that as soon as the first shell wns 
fired the village should be attacked and burnt, ' 4 in order to 
increase the confusion/ 8 About S F.M* the mortars opened 
fire, and 4,1 the whole village* which was a very fine one* plunder'd 
and set in flames. 3 * * This stupid and barbarous deed was 
followed by its natural consequences, h4 The governor, as was 
foreseen, immediately sent a messenger to acquaint Chunda- 
saheb that he was ready to admit his troops into the place/ 1 4 
All night the bombardment continued, but when daylight came* 
as the garrison showed no sign of surrendering, “ we drew off 
our mortars and join'd our army which was lying on the plain 
drawn up out of caimonshot of the fort/ 8 B Soon after Chanda. 
Saheb’s army, “ with the French battalion of about 500 men 
in their front,” * were seen marching pretty fast to gain the 
deep bed of the river that led directly to the gate of the town 
and was almost dry* The English battalions and the sepoys 
were posted a mile northward of the citadel near the river, 
and might have seized it before the French, 44 But we lay 


1 Dalton, p- 00- 
* fbliL f pp. £3-1. 
*lbid. t p. 94. 


* Gnue, VdL L, p. 177. 
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still in a state of stupefaction and saw era all enter the water¬ 
course and pushing hard along it to thc‘ fort. 1 The English 
stood to their amis. Gingcn. instead ot sending fits men for¬ 
ward, consulted his officers as to whether it was possible to 
check the French advance 5 “ I believe this beginning gave 

none a very extraordinary idea of our success. Notwith¬ 
standing which some gave it their opinion that a brisk push 
might still doe it, as the lire from the fort was very incon¬ 
siderable." The officer 11 commanding the negroes, showing 
great readiness,” - was ordered to advance and engage the 
enemy’s front and if possible stop them till the English main 
body could come up. 

<f I inarch'd after him m fast as I could/' Dolton enters in his 
journal, 1 in any order, with the grenadier?* 3 company* of SIpoya 
from Llic right, and a company of Tnpasscs belonging to the Nabob, 
Tht i Caffrcys ran all the way as fast as Urey could and attacked the 
French Grenadiers and Sipoy* who led their van in so daring a manner* 
that (assisted by Usl: lire of the artillery from the left of the Battallion, 
and 3 guns of the Nabob's) they made 'em give way, and abandon 
their two advanced guns, so precipitately * that they threw the Trench 
main body into confusion and they ad got for shelter Into the bottom 
of the watercourse firing from tlicuce up Ixl the air* without doing 
ns the least, harm. Never was there a finer prospect of a comp Scat 
victory, and the French saw it so plainly themselves, that giving 
owr thoughts of relieving the fort, they suffer'd us to stop 'em, and 
with much adoe got 2 Held pieces up on the bank lo bear upon our 
bat talHon which was marching down In ah appearance with a great 
deal of resolution, to support u* T hut on receiving about 20 shot 
which killed a Lieut, and 3 or 9 men lhe whole went to the right 
about and march’d toward? camp in great disorder without giving 
us who were advanced the least notice to reLlre in time. J 


Dalton's account differs from that given by the historian 
of "The War of Coromandel/ 1 Grme fttnLes that the English 
troops advanced against the enemy with resolution. 


« As they approached a cannonade ensued, and a shot struck 
one of tlic French tumbrils, which blowing up wounded some of 
tlieir Europeans, and frightened ho much a hundred more, who w r ere 
posted near it, that they ran away with Mr, d’Antenil at their head 
to the fort of Vul-kondah, where they were admitted ; and from 
hence they InunecUoU ly began to lire from U pieces of canivtm upon 


1 D allot!. p, 95. 
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the English battalion. This unexpected cannonade, notwithstand¬ 
ing that most of their shot flew too high, flung the: troops into dis¬ 
order, and some of the officers likewise discovering fear, the whole 
battalion wi iv seized with a panic. The captains Gingtn, Dalton, 
Kirkpatrick, and lieutenant (Jive, endeavoured to rally them, hut 
in vain ; tot they recreated in great confusion, without stopping 
until they reached the camp." 

Ornie also mentions that 

" Abdul-wuluib Khan had prevailed on one of tfieir generals t 
who commanded 4000 horse, to come over to ldm on the Meld of 
battle, which body was observed to separate from the rest as the 
enemy approached; and Lbis appearance of defection flung Chunda- 
sitheb into such perplexity* that he dkl not venture to pursue the 
English, over whom lie would otherwise have had every advantage/* 1 

Somn of Ormc’s statements are rounded on a memorandum 
which Clive sunt to him. Clive wrote : 2 

" A Moors Officer in Chun da saheib's army commanding 2r>n$ 
men had agreed to come over. This party was observed Id be de¬ 
tached from the main body, ready. H Lhe English bad not, the French 
would 1 1 a\ L 1 retired firsL—Explosion of a T umb ril threw Ltiem Into 
confusion—Til this first action the Nabob's troops behaved better 
than ever they did afterwards, £ even in the field of buttle reproached 
the English with their want of spirit." 

As soon as it was dark C ingen broke up his camp, ami, 
marching with great expedition, arrived the next morning at 
41 the streights of Utatoor,” about twenty miles from Val- 
comia, and the same distance from TrichinopoJy* Captain 
Dalton with a small force and two field-pieces was left io a 
village to guard the entrance of the pass, and the main body 
made their camp in the valley* At a meeting of lhe Council 
held at Fort St. David on July 22, 1T51„ 

" The President acquaints the Board Muit lie Lit. Maskclyncy 
who came In from Camp a few days ago, gives an account lhal Cap¬ 
tain De Glngihs having advice that a Body of the Enemy's Horse 
was moving towards our amj^ then encamped at Woolatore, went 
out attended by Captains Dalton and Kilpatrick and himself, with 
about 100 Sepoys and a lew troopers to reconnoitre, but advancing 
too far, they were all surrounded by a parly of Lhe Enemy's Horse 
that were lying in Ambuscade, That Captain De Ginglns, Dalton 
and Kilpatrick thereupon mounting their horses made their way 

1 Urine, VoL L. pp* 177-B. * Onnc MSS, : India, It* p, 207* 
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thro' I hero by the assistance of the troopers, and arrived sale in camp, 
but he (Lieut, Masktlyne) not having a borw was obliged to sur~ 
render to the Sepoys, that he was carried prisoner to Chunda Saab 
who gave him leave to come here on his parole* but not till be had 
received a a answer from Mr, Duplcix to a letter hr wrote on this sub¬ 
ject, The President further informs the ftoard Lhut be 1ms advice 
that a few days after the above acddent T the Enemy made a greaL 
attack on our advanced guard at Wootatore p which was so bravp]y 
defended by Co plain Da] ton that they were obliged to retreat with 
a considerable loss without effecting anything, That our troops 
have nevertheless quitted Lhai Post and retreated across the river 
very near Trichinopoly, whJLhcr the Enemy have followed them, 
and encamped on the Punks. Captain De Gin gins writes that the 
reasons of his taking this step were llie wont of provisions* and his 
apprehensions that tlic Nabob's people would leave us/" * 

The town of Trichinopuly was at that time rectangular in 
form and nearly six miles in circumference. A double enceinte 
of masonry with Hanking towers and a wet ditch thirty feet 
wide and twelve deep protected it. In the north quarter of 
the town rises sheer up a broad itir^s of dark grey gneiss that 
bears on its topmost pinnacle a small shrine* Looking from 
the platform northward the eye rests on two bright rivers 
winding serpentine, and lefL between them a fair champaign 
covered with the dark mango. Lhe feathery tamarind, and 
the lovely green banian- Amidst the varied foliage may he 
faintly seen red battlements high towered ■ they are Lhe 
walls and the gate-towers of the stupendous temple of String- 
barn, which has for centuries been a centre of Hindu religious 
life. Seven enclosures surrounded by seven lofty and solid 
walls, the outermost of which was four miles in circumference* 
protected the inmost sacred shrine containing the image of 
Vishnu, the maintainor of existence* and the treasury con¬ 
taining the dedicated silver and gold and the jewels of the 
godsj necklaces of diamonds* emeralds, and rallies, charms 
of gold* armlets and rings for the toes wrought with much 
cunning work. About a mile and a half from the great pagoda 
is a smaller miic with four quadrangles dedicated to Shiva, the 
destroyer and the healer. The two temples so well fortified 
afforded good posts for an invading army, and the sacred 

1 Dalian, pp. 107-3. 
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place is charged i.Lh history- Men call it an Island* but it 
is. in fact, a peninsula, two miles broad at its western ex¬ 
tremity, but growing narrower until at about the end o( thirteen 
miles It joins a large and strong mound of earth which pre¬ 
vents the union of the two branches of the river CavetL and 
sends the northern stream* which takes the name of Coleroou. 
Foiling farther north-west until it reaches the sea near Devi- 
cotah, while the CavcrU retaining the name* spreads out into 
many channels and fertilises the green rice fields of Tanjore, 
A king of Tan jure, realising that the prosperity of ids kingdom 
depended on the ancient dam, erected for its protection at 
a distance of a mile the mud fort of Cuilady* 

Looking southward* instead of bright river, gardens* courts* 
and cloisters, lie stretched below a vast veldt full of hollow 
ways and studded with kopjes. Due south of the town are 
two conspicuous heights, the Golden Rock and the Sugar 
Loaf Rock, both rising a hundred feet above the plum. Almost 
east, about two miles from the town, there U a ridge of rocks 
and sand not more than forty feet high* known as the French 
Rocks, and three miles farther to the east is the almost in¬ 
accessible rock of Elsemeram with a fortified pagoda on the 
summit* On this wide veldt the French arid English struggled 
for two years for the mastery of India. Many gallant deeds 
of arms did these old rocks witness. 

On July 13 Gingeiftf force left the valley of Ltutoor, and after 
a march of eighteen hours, ts without refreshment in the hottest 
season of this sultry climate; 51 the English battalion took posses¬ 
sion of ** Fitchandah, a fortified pagoda situated on the northern 
bank of the Coleroon, about a mile to the east of Seringham : 
the rest of the army encamped along the river.'* a During the 
night they crossed the rapid stream in boats, and occupied 
“ three of the first enclosures* which affording room much 
more than sufficient for their reception, they complied with 
the earnest solicitations of the Bramins, imploring them to 
carry the stain of their pollutions no nearer the habitation of 
the idol.” The prat might easily liave been held against the 
■ Detail* p* 114* 1 Orme. VaJ. L. p„ 
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enemy's whole force, but kL the spirit of retreat still so strongly 
possessed the army,” says Ormc T that two days later they took 
“shelter under the walls of Tritchanopoly, J? l ‘ L The English 
battalion encamped on the west side of the city close to the 
ditch, and the Nabob's troops on the southern side: captain 
Cope with I IK) of the Europeans sent thither in the beginning 
of the year remained within the walls/ 1 1 Chanda Saheb and 
the Trench at once crossed the Cole roan, occupied the page k 1 us 4 
and in tlie beginning of August they sent a strong detachment 
to attack the fort of Coilady, GLuge% an hearing of their 
movement. “ detached 20 Europeans and 100 Sepoys, under 
the command of Ensign Trualer, to reinforce the garrison. 
This onicer defended the fort very gallantly for several days, 
until it was so shattered as to he no longer tenable: he then 
received orders to draw off his men in the night.” 2 The fort 
was evacuated. Chanda Saheh having obtained a post which 
protected the “ island ,s at its most vulnerable point, left o 
small detachment to guard the pagodas, and crossing the 
Cavcri, encamped on the east side of the town at the French 
Rook. 3 

When Gingen began his retreat from Valconda, Clive re¬ 
turned to Fort David and told the tale of beaten troops. 
The attempt to relieve Triehinupoly had ended in disaster. 
Mohammed Ali no lunger possessed a single district in the 
Carnatic. VerdacheDum was the only fort north of the 
Coleman which acknowledged his rule, and it was invested by 
the troops of a neighbouring chief. Saunders wus a resolute 
man, and disaster did nut pfevent him iron] directing with his 
usual energy the slender resources which he possessed * The 
ships from Europe had brought a few recruits. In July he 
sent a detachment of Europeans and 300 sepoys with a large 
convoy of stores ta the relief of Verdachdium, 

H hut every officer of r&Lahlished diameter being already In tlie 
fit;Id T there remaliH'd none In tlie garrison tq whom such a command 
uukild pe prudently entrusted. The governor, Mr. Sauiulcrs f Lhere- 

1 Urmr. VcL I.. p. 1B4. * ibid., p. 18&. 

1 Cambridge: Jfc War in ludW Pp^ i:s-i-i_ 
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lore requested Mr. PigoU one of the council, to proceed with the 
detachment until it should be out of reach of enemies* and then 
to send It forward under the command of the military officer at 
Trichenopuly.” 

Clive again accompanied the detachment as commissary of 
the troops. The small bund surprised Ltir_- forces of the hostile 
chief at midnight, and the convoy entered Verdndidluni with¬ 
out any loss* From thence Mr. Pigot sent it forward ” under 
the command of the military officer at TrichenopoljV and 
the convoy reached Lind fort without interruption. After 
having delivered over their charges, Pigot and Clive out 
from VerdacheOum, accompanied by twelve sepoys and the 
same number of servants, to return to Fort St. ID avid. On 
the march they were surrounded by the Poligar's 1 troops, 
who with matchlocks harassed them for some hours, and 
killed seven of the sepoys and several of the attendants. The 
ammunition of the rest of the party being expended, they 
were ordered to disperse. Pigot and Clive galloped off, with 
the enemy's eavalry thundering alter them for several miles. 
It was a close race, and Clive's fighting nearly came to an end. 
Many a fierce contest, however, lay before him. 

In the difficult vocation of commissary to an army in the 
field, Clive, who was now a civil bin, had to meet great demands 
upon his organising and administrative powers. He had to 
keep marching columns supplied with food and iorage in u 
country which had been devastated by successive invaders. 
He had to find oxen, camels, and elephants to convey the 
supplies and the guns through a country where roads were 
few and great rivers had to be crossed* He had to keep to¬ 
gether the motley elements that compose the staff of an Indian 
convoy, by patience, firmness, and tact. He knew how Lo 
win Ids way into the affections of the native drivers and sepoys* 
and he was rewarded by their great fidelity when in service. 
As commissary, i-'live had to find the money tor the troops. 

1 ** This term U peculiar to ilie Madras Presidency, The personi 

SO culled rcrre properly sutnjrdin.il r feudal chiefs, uceupyiun tracts more or 1*55 
\rild t and generally vt prtiliilory hubiLs In former days - they arc novi much 
the same m Zemindars in the highf'd use uf that t^m rF —Yule nmi Bdnidl I 
J *Hobs*a-iebson, M p. 71E„ 
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He obtained loans From the native merchants in order to meet 
the bills drawn upon him in the field* The position which he 
had previously held in the mercantile service of the Com¬ 
pany enabled him to deal with these matters* in the " Account 
Salary due to the Hon, Co/s covenanted Servants/* CLivc is 
entered for September 25, 1750, at the head of the factors 
at a salary of £15 per annum. He h also mentioned as 
Steward. In May* 1751, John Smith appears to be acting 
as steward, and on the 21st of that month Clive is entered 
as Junior Merchant at £30. As a Junior Merchant, Clive had 
the privilege of private trade, and he had ample opportunity 
of making a fortune in legitimate business. He had tho^e 
qualities which make a man a great merchant—foresight* calm 
judgment* and a temperament not to be discomposed by suc¬ 
cess or failure; but mercantile ambition did not satisfy the 
ticry temper. He had left the army because be thought the 
Ire&ty of Aix-Ia-Chapcllc had secured a lasting peace. The 
clash of arms awoke again the desire to command^ to fight, 
to win* or to die as a soldier. lie asked that he should be 
restored to the army, and the request was readily granted. 
Among the proceedings of a Consultation held on July 22, 
1751, we find the following: 

' Mr. Robert Clive, who has lately been very serviceable in con¬ 
ducting partu-s iu camp, offering to go without any censitkf- 

siLion of pay, provided we will give him a Brevet Lu entilji him to 
Lhv rank of a captain* as he was an officer al the siege of Pimdkherry 
amJ almost the whole lime of Ihe war, and distinguished hinisi lf 
on many occasions, IL is conceived that this Officer may be of some 
service anti, therefore* now ordered that a Brevet be drawn out 
and given trim.” 1 


Clives camniEulon appointing him eujiLrin vumi "Given under uw* 
hendFi, and ttw seal uf Ihc llurkUh 1 United Company at Merchants of Fn gland 
Lradsiig to ihtr E-Lst Iridic in Fort St. David this hr*i dav of January In the 
Tw^nly-mth year Of the T*Jgn of Our Savrrfdgn Lord George Hie by the 

urucc of God, Af Great Utftaln, trance and Ireland, King defender of the faith. 
* ; LI]J >eorol our Lord one thousand Seven hLiudred and lifly-onr." 

—rdfflS MSS, 



CHAPTER IX 

1751: cutve’s capture asd defence of arcot 

Soon* after Clive had been made a captain for the skill and 
gallantry he had shown in the field “ on many occasions'’ he 
was sent in command of n detachment consisting of nidi 100 
Europeans and 50 sepoys, with one small lield-pieec. tu make 
his way through the Tanjorc country to Triehinopoly. Alter 
a smart skirmish with the French he entered the besieged 
city. He soon realised the critical condition t>f the garrison. 
There was the grave disparity in numerical strength between 
them and the besiegers; “the English battalion did not 
exceed 009 men; whereas the French had 900, and the troops 
of Chunda-saheh outnumbered the Nabob's ten to one. 
But this was not the chief evil. “ Disagreement and Caballs 
among the officers (the usual consequence of bad success) 
ensued.” says Dalton, “ and never was a more unhappy set 
of people got together, nor from whom less good could be 

expected.” 

Clive returned at once to Fort St. David, and informed the 
governor that Triehinopoly, the safety of which was vital, was 
in instant peril. He also made a proposal which was an 
example of daring and military sagacity, Chanda Saheb and 
his French allies had, in their desire to capture Triehinopoly, left 
Arcot, the capital of the Carnatic, without a sufficient garrison. 
If a bold, swift dasli was made for it, Chanda Snheb would be 
bound either to lose the seat of his government or send a large 
portion of his besieging force from Tricliinopoly to protect it 
or retake it. Clive offered to lead the expedition. Saunders 
had been struck with the young officer, ardent, void of fear, 
who had shown such a precocious faculty for commanding 
men. and he approved of the proposal. On Monday, August 19, 
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"The board btiing ul opinion lhat a diversion ill the Areot country 
wiU oblige the enemy to withdraw part of their forces from Trichln- 
opoly and put H in our power to attempt ^omethin^ that way. now 
agree that Captain Give be senL with a party of all lIn: Europeans 
we can possibly spare & some sepoys for this purpose* and Mi at he 
proceed on the H’aper to Fart St, George, where he is to be reinforced 
by all the men they can any ways furnish, anil march Emnicdlately 
towards Arcot r and the President U now desired to write to [he Deputy 
Governor to acquaint him with the intent of their coming, and to 
recommend It to him to dispatch tetters io the several KUktdars 
[commandants of fortsJ, to engage thtiu to bring in their troops 

to his assistance, and to forward the design id! in their power/' 1 

Hut nil the Europeans and all the sepoys they could spare 
at Fort St. David, and all the men they could furnish at Fort 
St. Oetnrge\ amounted only to 200 Europeans and OOd sepoys. 
To command the men they could find only eight officers* 
“ six of whom had never before been in action, and four of 
these six w r ere young men in the mercantile service of the 
company, who. Inflamed by hi£ [Clive’s] example, took up 
the sword to follow him/' - With a handful of men lucking 
in discipline, and four trained officers, arid “only three field 
pieces for their artillery/’ Clive marched from Madras on 
August 2d (September 6 N*S.) to lay the first atone of the 
foundation of our Indian Empire. 

The town of Arcot, which was Ida goat lies sixty-four 
miles to the southward of Madras, Surrounded by a barren 
country and granite hills, it. was chosen by the Mohammedan 
Xawabs of Lhe Carnatic to be their capital on account of its 
healthy climate and its great strategic situation. It was 
only fifteen miles l'rom Vellore, the strongest fortress in India, 
which commanded the main communication from anil to 
Mysore, then a powerful Hindu kingdom, The city stands 
upon the left bank of the River Palar, whose bed at the dry 
season of the year is a stretch of sand some three thousand feet 
wide. It was surrounded by a broad high rampart nearly five 
miles iu circuit, faced with a thick masonry wall, gates and 
bastions, and five gateways. The Delhi Gateway, with its two 

LMInutts ai Cons liILi bun. Fori St. David, Aukoud 15 (Madras Records) 

1 Qtme. VoL l. p p, 187, 
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arches. Is the only one that has defied war and time, and from 
a small chamber which surmounts it the traveller looks down 
upon the river flowing through a wide plain bounded by brown 
hills, Tradition states that the chamber was a favourite 
resort of Clive's, Inside the eity wad, about half a mile from 
the river, was the citadel, a rectangular fortress ol consider¬ 
able size, surrounded by a very broad moat about a mile m 

circumference. 1 ^ 

It was the gallant Pathaal officer Daud Khan who t when 
he was administering the affairs of the Carnatic 1170(5-13), 
with Arcot as Ids headquarters, built or improved the fort, 
and laid out the town in eighteen streets named after illus¬ 
trious commanders. The Nbwabs of the Carnatic erccte a 
palace outside the Tort on the verge of a large tank, and their 
new capital grew rapidly in prosperity and became » chief 
seat of the manufacture of chintz and gold lace for the nobles 
of the court. When the city came into the possession of 
Chanda Sahcb the population was estimated to have exceeded 
100,ntl0 souls, and the strength of the garrison of his troops 
to have amounted to t, 100 men. The capture of this fortified 
city with a strong citadel by *200 Europeans and G00 sepoys 
was certainly a hazardous game. But Clive was never un¬ 
willing to run a risk or to fight against odds when a great 
result was to be achieved. 

Two days alter he inarched from Madras, Clive arrived at 
Conjeveram (K&nehtputam), a considerable town, with a large 
pagoda, lying about 4.0 miles inland, and hearing of the strength 
of the garrison at Arcot he sent back to bort St. teorge ior 
two eighteen* pounders. But he did not wait tor them to 
reach him. On August 31 (September 11 N-S.) the detachment 
marched on. and they had gone but a short distance when 
out- of the monsoon storms which sweep over the Carnatic 
at that season of the year burst upon them. The heat was 
stifling, the wind sent billows of sand over them; there was 
a lull, and lightnings illuminated the sky, and the thick clouds, 

i fin** Madras District Manual, North Areal/' jjp. 30*1-307- Ormc T Luwcver ff 
that ihe cUy no walls or defences/'—Onne, v aL i. r p. lev* 
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with the big stores of steaming oceans charged,poured out 
water. Soon the small band was marching through a Liquid 
plain. But on they went* and they did not halt till they 
arrived within ten miles of Arcot. The spies ran in hot haste 
to the town and spread the marvellous tidings that, unchecked 
by the prodigies of heaven and earth and the muttering^ of 
the thunder, the English had continued their march- The 
populace, always inclined, like Orientals, to he superstitious, 
believed that a terrible disaster was in store for them, and 
the garrison during the night abandoned the fort. 

At ten next morning the detachment marched, says a 
sergeant who was with them, 

wit hunt Apposition through the town* amidst a million Spectators 
whose looks betrayed them traytors notwithstanding their pretended 
fi'le nth hip and dirty presents. We tiu-n took possess ion of the fort 
where we found great quantities of Rockets and lead* with some 
gunpowder, which afterwards was of infinite service t* ug/ j 1 

Clive also found in the fort goods belonging to merchants 
to the value of five lacs of rupees, which he restored to their 
owners# ‘and this judicious generosity conciliated many of 
the principal inhabitants to the English interest. 1 * 3 He also 
insisted that the populace should be treated with considers- 
tlon f and they remained neutral throughout the operations. 
He allowed the residents of the fort, sonic three or four hundred 
in number* to remain undisturbed in their dwellings* Fie 
collected provisions and materials for a siege* for he felt cer¬ 
tain that when the garrison, who were encamped within a few 
miles of the town, recovered from their panic and were rein¬ 
forced, they would attempt to recover the fort. In order to 
prevent them* as long as possible, from returning, he deter” 
mined to take every opportunity for offensive action. He 
therefore# on September 4, went with the greater part of his men 
and four field-pieces in quest of the fugitive garrison. About 
three in the afternoon he found them drawn up near Timorv. 
a fort situated six miles south of the city* The sergeant enters 
in his diary i 

Onue ; India, VeiL 11.* pp, 277-S2L *' Siege ;uid Defence of Arret* 

by b SerjwinS. i Om,. r Yoi. L t p, Ida. 
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« i lh I September 1751 ] We marched towards Tinuneric, a fort of no 
inconsiderable force in possession of the enemy, and about six miles 
distant from Arcot. About three in the afternoon the, enemy shone 
L „ the nunifier of 5(10, & about 300 foot, made their appearance about 
1 mile Snt from us then on the march. Without hesitation we 
turned to the left, and as they advanced soon came near enough to 
cannonade, which they begun from one held piece on the left where 
U ie ir foot were posted. Capt. Clive ordered one id our HUd pieces 
to advance towards them under care of Lieut. Bulk ley s platoon, 
mid attacked their horse himself with the Seapoys. As they g TWt ri 
inion th a right he soon put them to flight, as hmi Mr. BulUey s 
XLad^lta ,»» J Ita Ml -y »avradn 6 .n UMr to*-* 

cannon which they carried off precipitately & disappeared under 
cover of the rocky hills and some tops <«e)i 1 about n mile m ‘heL 
rear. Night coming on, wc buried one [(sic) T some] of their dead and 
returned Lo Arcot having had only one Srapoy wounded and [a] 
Camel killed. The loss sustained by the enemy eon Id not be con¬ 
siderable, as they did not stand fire at proper distance, but severs 
horses were seen without their riders. 

Two flays later Clive again marched out and found the 
enemv in considerable strength formed up in a Lope, pro¬ 
tected by the guns of the fort of Timmy. A bank and u 
ditch gave cover and concealment to them. About fifty yards 
in front was a large tank, almost dry, surrounded by a bank 
much higher than that of the grove, which also sheltered 

them- 

- Blh [September]. We again marched towards Tlmtnerie, and as we 
cuue within a mile «f the fort, upon a rising ground, saw the enemy 
(who had been considerably reinforced) drawn up in a top plunder 
the protection of the fort guns. Wc continued our march toward* 
'em, and as we came near they tired from two Held pieces very briskly 
and killed 3 of our Europeans. Mr. Brildty was Immedioteyordered 
to dislodge them if possible, and lake possession of Ihc top which 
their men tav under cover of, a bank which made 1 f . 

tor them. Notwithstanding which, the tmdaantod manner 
in which our people ran up to tbtm Intimidated them so much that 
ilu v retired to the side of u Lank, in front of the top and wilb ji musket 
shot of it Being now under command of the fort guns, limy fine 
vi rv briskly upon us from the fort Held pieces and musketry; from 
Tank (tic) we cannonaded them in llie lank but with little execution, 
not more of a man to be seed than Ills head and musket. Captain 
CUve finding our situation very disadvantageous, ordered the men 
under cover of a house, and ordered Mr, Glass’s platoon v.ilh some 

i Tops ; characteristic of the British soldier for lopes, growis or orchards. 
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Seapoys to go round upon the Hank of the enemy, who na sooner 
made their appearance in flank but Mr. Bulkley advanced upon them 
in front, and put them to the rout without losing one man ; we 
immediately marched into the village adjoining the fort which they 
had left in flames. Several messages were Interchanged, and we fired 
a few shot and Shells front the Hmihitis but the fort being strong 
and well surrounded with a wet ditch { 4 fr). As we could do no tiling 
by bullying were sensible nothing could be attempted with hopes 
of success by force of arms, having no battering cannon with us and 
our force short one platoon (left at Arcot) of the number brought 
out with us, we returned to Arcot In the Evening, attended gre.it 
part o( the way by the enemy's horse, who carefully avoided coming 
within carmen shot of us. Me lost in this frav 3 Europeans, some 
blacks & whites ; ean'L compute the loss of the Enemy." 

During the next few days Clive employed his troops in 
repairing the defences of the ibrt and constructing new works. 
The enemy, regarding the intermission of sallies from the fort 
as due to fear, and being reinforced hv ij,000 men, advanced 
and encamped within three mill s pf Art ut. They boasted that 
they were about to besiege the fort. On the night of Septem¬ 
ber I t Clive stole out with the greater part of his garrison and 
utlacked their camp. The sergeant must tell the talc ; 

" 1 Itii [ Sc pte m berj. The enemy n ow be In g ve ry si ron g ven l are d to 
encamp within 3 miles of Arcot, which we having intelligence of. about 
1 “ night marched out vviLh .1 platoons & the Senpoys, observing 
the most profound silence, well knowing I lie success of a handfull 
of men against such numbers entirely depended on not being dis¬ 
covered. The attempt succeeded to wish, for unobserved we arrived 
in their camp and alarmed them by firing platoons. So great was 
their confusion that tho 1 we went through Lhe middle of 'em they 
fired vary' few shot amongst us, & those few to no purpiKi. 1 . Wc 
made no stay, but relumed to Arcot immediately. Sn privately 
was this affair conducted that the Inhabitants knowing nothing of 
our be big out upon our return imagined it to be a reinforcement for 
tiie garrison. We can no Otherwise judge of the enemy's loss than 
by the terrible shrelks and groans all over the camp. As our people 
were sLrictly order d to keep their ranks less plunder was got than 
perhaps might have heed expected from such mi exploit. From 
this time till the 24th tittle worth notice happened, only as the enemy 
increased in numbers tiny did in audacity, now and then coming 
into the town and cutting our people, who for that reason were 
denied port liberty.” 

The cnem}^ hearing that the two eighteen'pounders which 
Clive had sent far from Madras were on their way, escorted 
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by a few sepoys, determined to interrupt them by the occire 
pation of the £reat pagoda, Conjeveram* Clive sent 30 Euro¬ 
peans and aO sepoy* to dislodge them, and two days later, 
urged by the importance of being strengthened by the two 
eighteen-pounders he took the bold measure oi sending the 
rest of the garrison to meet and escort them, leaving, says 
the sergeant, only a few men besides the sick to take care 
of the fort.” 

■* IGth Sept* Some stores being the road from Madras? and 
having Intelligence lhaL the enemy had possessed themselves of 
Conjcveram Pagoda in order to intercept our conummicalion Lieut [s). 
Revel and Tien with, with Ensign Dawson, one platoon, &. 
Seapoys and field pieces, were ordered to escort the stores. The 
enemy on their approach deserted the Pagoda and retired to Mai- 
chulavaum, a fort six miles distant. Captain Glivc, somewhat ebs- 
satiiified with the proceedings of Ueut. Trenwiillw on the loth ordered 
Lieut: Btilfeley with tin? resL of the garrison to march towards him, 
leaving onlv a few men besides the sick to take care of the fort. is 
party was joined [on] the 20th on the road by Lieut. TrenwiLb s and 
marched hack for Arcot* But the men being fatigued they halted 
about six miles distant. The enemy sensible a! the incapacity of 
the Tort for a defence, came into the town and attacked the tori 
about ten at night, flushed with hopes of our non-resistance and ol 
an Insurrection amongst their friends within. 1 he number of our 
men would not admit even of centres (tficj upon Lhe proper posts 
round Lhe walls, so Lb at we were oblidged to divide into parties and 
keen moving round. The enemy (lid little els* but pop at us from 
the houses on the side of the ditch (by which wc had t or ^ 
wounded) till about two o'clock when a greaL number of horse and 
foot came close up to Lhe gate and were received by all lhe Ore we 
had, and some Grenades, which pul them Into confusion and obliged 
them to retire, the horse rilling over the foot. They then went lo 
the other gate, called the back gate, but retired in the same mai ™ r * 
as we were apprized of lhe place they intended to attack by the 
hideous shouts and noise they made. They made no further attempts 
at the gates hut kept a brisk fire all round our walls Ull six m the 
morning, when Lieut. Bulkley appearing on the banks «f the river 
they betook themselves lo flight. Our men saw several dead m the 
street?! and brought in some prisoners and near 300 Cattle which 
they picked up in their march, 

" This attack of the enemy with small am? nnd horse against 
stone walls may seem trifling, but we look upon it in a different hgnt, 
there being above 2UD0 men Ld Hie fort, every one of them attached 
to Chawndas interest, and willing to cut our throats had ool I heir 
dastardly spirits hindered them from the attempt.^ 
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The rapture of Arcot produced the effect which Clive 
predicted. Chanda Saheb must relax his hold on Trichinopoly. 
On hearing that Clive was in possession of his capital, he 
sent 4 t 0Qf> of the best troops from Iris force to recover it, >md 
entrusted the command to his son, Hezza (Razia) Saheb, who 
was joined in his march by loO French soldiers from Pondi¬ 
cherry. On the night of the 23rd they came into the town, the 
sergeant tells u.s, and took possession of the palace and streets 
adjacent to the fort. On the 24th, 

” Captain Clive with the whole garrison skilled forth, only a few left 
in the fort. The enemy began firing on us before we had got 50 yards 
frum the gate, but wc kept so brisk a fire from our musketry & field- 
pieces with grape as obliged them to retire into the palace and houses, 
from whence they kept a continual £Lce # wounding many of our people. 
The only people of theirs remaining in the street were the french 
artillery who played their guns upon us with great execution. Our 
people got into a Choultry which proved a good shelter from the 
enemy's shot. Our train by this Lime had advanced their foremost 
gun within ten yards of the Enemy's two and ohlidgcd them to desert 
them (having kLlh-d most of lhe gunners) upon which Ca.pt. Clive 
ordered Lieut, Trefn]wlth J s platoon to bring off the guns, but 
the men not showing the greatest readiness, and the loss iL must 
necessarily he attended with, made us decline it as the tairing of guns 
is at best hut a nominal victory and dearly purchased by the loss of 
even a few r Europeans where they are so scarce. Lieut, Glass with 
bis platoon was stationed at a street on the other side of the palace 
and was ordered lo come upon the enemy's rear, but by some mis¬ 
take the orders miscarried* The enemy* not a man of cm to be 
seen In the slreet, dfc their shot fulling in grt at quantities, was the 
only reason we had to think they were not gone, for they were all 
In the palace and house windows under cover. How to retreat now 
became the question, and as the doing it in a regular manner must 
have been attended with the loss of many. Captain Clive ordered 
the field pieces to be fired till they ran hack to the corner of a stri ct 
when the men followed and carried them off. The loss on our side 
was very considerable, having a great number both Europeans and 
Blacks wounded, of which some afterwards died Viz: Lieut: Trenwitt) 
and some 1 or 2 of the train, besides blacks. The loss of the enemy 
must likewise be great, most of their Train being killed or wounded, 
as were a good many blacks hy Mr* Glass, who ordered his platoon 
to Ore over a wall Into a square where 200 of them wcie/ p 

The loss was most serious when we consider the number of 
the garrison. Fifteen Europeans were either killed on the 
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spot or died afterwards of their wounds* Clive himself very 
nearly lost his life in the street fight. Trcnwitli, one of the 
officers sent out to escort the guns* “ perceiving a Sepoy from a 
window taking airn at Captain Clive, pulled him on one side, 
upon which the Sepoy, changing his aim,, shot Lieutenant 
Trenwith through the body/ 11 Lieutenant Revel* the only 
artillery officer., with sixteen other men was likewise disabled. 
Clive had been foiled anti frustrated; Ills small force had 
suffered severely in men but not in moral They had shown 
the enemy how Lhey eould fight*® 

The next day Rezza Snheb was joined by Murtaz a AH 
with 2 r 0tK) men, anti he completed the investment. His force 
now consisted of 150 Europeans, 2,000 sepoys, 3,000 horse, 
and 5,000 irregular infantry, Clive's force had been reduced 
to 120 Europeans and 200 sepoys fit for duty. Of the eight 
officers who had set out on the expedition only four were left 
to guide, entourage and command. The fort which the little 
band had to defend was a mile in circumference, and how 
little the fortifications were capable of defence is shown in 
the plain, matter-of-fact narrative of the sergeant, a narrative 
of which Englishmen may well be proud : 

11 T Mth [September^ The enemy now In possession of the town hin¬ 
dered all manner of supplies of provisions, t-ul uH the communication 
for the waters coming into the fort, and we had nothing before our 
eyes but the dismal prospect of either being starved out by blockade 
or being obliged to stand a storm in case of their bringing battering 
cannon to make a broach, which the unshaken fortitude of our oJIteers 
made us cJiearlully resolve upon rather than meanly to submit to 
any terms could be proposed us. GreaL were the disadvantages we 
laboured under from the mal situation condition of Llie fort. The 
town houses close to the walls, the ditch in many places easily ford¬ 
able and in some dry* The walls in many places tumbled dawn* 
and those standing ready to fall; the parapet altordrd but little 
cover for our men. Tin- bastions ill contrived and of no service lill 
made so by the hard labour of our man who were constantly annoyed 

1 Ormc, VoL L p p, 191. 

1 Grmc writ™: ,f This sally wool.! hr condemned by the rules of war rslafch 
bb&bcLl in Europe* for they forbid the besieged, to run such n risque* unless th^y 
are assured of ftrenlly outnumbering ihe p^rly ihev ultack ; but M is not reason- 
ahk to Strain the rules calculated for oat- system 1 o the service of anulher differ- 
Ior so widely frotn It, us the modes of war In IrEdostnn differ from lhose in 
Europe."— Ibid.* p. l#2 fc 
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by the enemy *s fire from the houses, whilst w:e could not see so much 
as one of them. The inhohiLants gave ns to understand the use of 
thr water would he destructive to our men* and the hopes of fresh 
supplies inlLrely cut ofT. besides our quantity of ammunition far 
short of wbfit would be judged sufficient for our defence. 

“ Thu enemy lutirely surrounded our waits, placing their men in 
the houses upon the side of the ditch and kept a continual fin- all 
round, so that our peuplu could no sooner look over the parapet but 
they had a whale volley of small shot Bred at them from the houses 
not thirty yards distant by which we lost a good many men/’ 

The sergeant uniits tu mention that ri three serjeants were 
killed* who at different times singly accompanied Captain 
Clive in visiting the works/ 1 1 The enemy at first had no 
battering guns, and the sergeant tells us that nothing more 
remarkable than the throwing of a few shells into the fort 
happened till October 7 : 

M 7tli October. AVben they dismounted one of our two eighteen 
pounders by the first shot they fired, which was the Knowledge we 
had of their having haltering cannon, and by another .shot rnlirefy 
disabled her, which gave them an opportunity to heat down the 
parapet and destroy our defences before we could have the other 
gun mounted to oppose them ■ however we line! been provident 
nioiigh to have fascines ready, with which we made a battery in 
the night and endeavoured to retaliate our misfortune by dismount¬ 
ing theirs, but our train Officer being ill of Ids wounds our shot were 
badly aimed and the enemy soon dismounted this gun likewise. 
The place of the wall they foegEin io halter the stone-work was already 
tumbled down, so that Lhey had little difficulty in making a breach, 
which Captain Clive being resolved to defend, endeavoured to raise 
with fascinery on the inside, and filling up with earth, ordering a 
deep trench to he dug that their design might be as difficult as pos¬ 
sible. On the Inside this trench was the whole length or the breach, 
which he made the best list- of by taking down the uppur part of its 
wait and leaving enough standing for a breast work for our men, 
supporting the roof on pillory for a protection from Ihe weather* 
and kept a strong guard in It, at the same time ordering pickets to 
he drove on the ramparts at Lhe tnds of the breach to hinder the 
enemy's running along the curtain. And got one six pounder on Mie 
flank ami two on the terras of a house in front, 

M 14th. The enemy kepi sn hot a fire from their cannon that 
they spilt their only 18 pounder, the resL being only 6s & 3s." 

On October 21 the President at Fort St. David laid before 
the Board a letter from Captain Clive: 

J Dime, Vui, I., p, 1B& 
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4M Advising that li^ is Invested in the fort of Arcot. where the 
fnemy are cannonading him. That unfortunately two of his 18- 
pounders are disabled by the shot from tlieir battery ; he was going 
to niotiui the Im.L he has. That he has three months* provisions and 
thinks himself able to defend & breach should the enemy make one* 
Ills only apprehension, therefore, are his peoples falling down through 
fatigue ; that he thinks no Jess force than 1,000 Blacks and 200 
Europeans can attempt to relieve him, as the enemy s situation is 
strong and their number increase dally ; if therefore we cannot furnish 
such a body he gives it as his opinion the place slirmtd jtm evacuated 
as soon as possible, as it must fail when his provisions are expended, 
Mr* Prince writing that if he can have fifty' men more front hence 
he shall he able ta send out the party Captain Clive thinks necessary. 
Ordered that number be immediately detached to Madras with some 
sepoys. And the President is desired to direct the Deputy Governor 
to dispatch the reinforcement to Arcot as expeditiously as possible, 411 

The enemy grew nearer and nearer every day, and two 
wide breaches were now nearly practicable. The sergeant 
enters in his diary ■ 

M 2-Sth fOcLobvr]. They opened a Battery of 1.18, and 1*0 pounder 
on Nil" SAY, of the fort. Our parapet being pretty good In this place, 
wc drove them several times from their guns by our small arms* 
killing sever id of their gunners. But they by degrees heat down 
that defence and breached without any nl hi r opposition I had from 
a G pounder we had mounted in a fascine battery on one of the 
Cavaliers, which they soon disabled, and made a practicable breach 
of forty yards wide. Our defences ai this broach were contrived 
nearly hi the same manner as at the other."’ 

Thus October wore away. The courage of the garrison 
never faltered, but it was sorely tried. The deficiency in all 
articles uf food grew serious as the month ad vanned. Strange 
and insufficient diet increased the sickness. 14 

1 MejnortindLira on time Madras Records <1891). by G- W* Fntrtut, Director 
of Records, Government of India, 

1 Malcolm miles * 11 J have it In my power, from authority 1 cnnnol doubt* 
fn add In I he account of Lhl% ctiehml rd an uncrdolc, ringalnrly illustrative 
of the charnetcr of the nnllvc troops of India. When provisions became so 
ficartw that there was u tor thrit Lind tic might compel them to surrender, the 
tppoys proposed lo Clive to limit them Lo the vraLer In which Uw rlep was boiled;. ri 
“ This water/' «yi Malcolm in a note, JB is colled Canjee, and contains a sufficient 
infusion of tlie grain to be nutritive, resembLIng thin prucl/ 1 -l • IL it, 1 they said, 

1 sufficient for our support: the European*require the grain/ J, ~ Hl Memoirsof Lord 
Clive, 1 " VoL I., pp, 99-7^ Macaulay (Essays, VoL III., p. I3i>) converts this into 
the fnhawing well-known pnssnge : "tlir icjmyicaiRe In Clive* not tocompLdni nf 
Uirir scanty fare, but to propose that all Lbi* Rrsiin should he given to ihc Europeans, 
who required more nourishment than !ht nidlvtiof Asia. The thin gruel* they *Liid F 
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Early in November* the sergeant says* “ Our people sickly« 
not above 80 military fit for duty. 1 * They had daily watched 
with anxious eyes to see some sign of the reinforcement which 
had left Madras. A spy brought the evil tidings that it had 
been compelled to fall back. But Clive was ever full of re¬ 
source. Morari Kao* the Mahratta chief, was encamped with 
ti T 000 horsemen thirty miles from Areot. lie had been paid 
by the kingdom of Mysore to render assistance to Mohammed 
Ain But he had heard of the retreat of Gingen's force* and 
he remained inactive on the frontier of the Carnatic awaiting 
the issue of the siege of Trichinopoly. He would then take 
part with the victor. Clive now sent a messenger to the 
Mahratta to inform him of his critical situation* and request¬ 
ing that he would approach to his relief* 

11 The messenger returning safely ta the fort t brought a letter from 
Morari-rnWp in which he said that lie would not delay a moment to 
strut a detachment of his troops to the assistance of such brave men 
as the defenders of Arcot f whose behaviour had now convinced him 
that the English truuJd fight / 1 1 

On this exchange of communication between Clive and 
the Mahratta chief becoming known to llcK^a Saheb he began 

which was strained a way from the rlce p wnuld sufUcc for throve Ives. History con¬ 
tains th> mure touc h ing Instnnee nf uiLlitciry fidelity, or of the IJLniLCmrf cf A com¬ 
manding mind/' Malcolm flr^l mentioned the incident in u ,p Short Account of 
the Rise, Progress, and diameter of the Native Army of India, wTSltm in 183G, 
■it the desire of the lute Lord Buckinghamshire." He stales : * p The particulars 
of that sip ei^, which forms 0 reniarkaLi? feu turn In the hie of the celebrated 
Clive, have been given by eloquent ami faithful historian (Gnuc), but he 
loss not informed us ut one DCCtItT£TlCC that took place, iLJid which, ELS it lliti&- 
tmtes the character of the Indian soldier, well merited lo be preserved, When 
pro visions were viry low die Hindoo sepays entreated Lheir CGimniiiider to 
allow them to boll the rice tihv only food kit) for I he whole garrison* * Your 
EnUllsh .soldier^ 1 they said, d can eat from our hands though we cannot from 
I heirs; we will allot as their sdmrc every ^Tnin of riEc,. and subsist ourselves hy 
■ Iliukhin the water in which It hus been hnflrd/ I state this remarkable anec¬ 
dote Irani an authority L cannot doubt, ns il refers to the most lmeiteptkiiable 
con temporary i#itn«® 4 ,p “The authority L tunnel dbnbt/ 1 we may presume, 
was the second Lord dive, created l£nrl of Powi.% eldest son of Hebert Qivc t 
who was Governor of Madras (170d-ltw>3), nod with whom Malcolm was on 
LnUmnLc terms of liiemtship. Jd The nioal utienccptlojmhfe contemporary wit- 
ness,” 1 prPKHTTic, was Clive himself. Rut why were these words omlUi-d in 
the Life ? It was right to omit the words Ji the only Toad lcft/ J as that was 
absolutely incorrect, for the sepoys could not have existed on the grind alone nor 
the soldier* on the rice. The second version of the anccdnfc is greatly Impaired 
hy the omission of the main drcurnslimco—the entrance of enste con sfd era lions 
into the case. The sepny* could not eal the food cookerl bv Christ In ns, and 
therefore they made the offer. * Orme, VoL |. F p" 105, 
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to consider whether it were not imssible to gain his ends by 
negotiations instead of war. He accordingly sent a messengerp. 
who, under a flag of Lrnec, obtained admission into the fort* 
On being conducted into the presence of Clive fie delivered 
his message, ilezza Saheb 41 offered honourable terms to the 
garrison and a large sum of money to Captain Give? and if Jiis 
offers were not accepted he threatened Lo storm the fort imme¬ 
diately and put every man to the sword*” 1 Clive calmly 
listened, and when the speaker had ended he treated the 
threat to storm with scorn, and the offer uf money with coil' 
tempt. He wrote to the President at Fort St. David and to 
the Deputy Governor at Madras* 

+l giving a description of his situation and that the enemy had made 
two largtf breaches in the walla which he was fortifying in the best 
manner he could, and was nut under the least, apprehension from 
them unless they should make a breach of one-half the fort. That 
lie had received a summons from young Chun da, lo whom lie re¬ 
lumed an answer and let him know that neither threats nor bribery 
should hinder him from doing Ills duty.” " 

News now reached Arcot that the reinforcements from 
Madras, increased In numbers, were again on the march, and 
on November 9 14 the Morattoes . . . coming to our assistance* 
took sumo of the enemy’s ammunition and burnt some of the 
skirts of the town/' 3 There was now no alternative for Itezzn 
Saheb but to storm the fort* 

"About 2 in the morning 2-t November 1751, a Harcarry 
for spy] who had been sent out to watch the motions of 
the enemy, M says the sergeant, u came in and informed us 
they intended to storm > But a$ our people were night and 
day on their posts we made no alteration in our disposition/' 
Clive having given orders that he should be awakened at 
the first alarm, lay down to sleep. ' l About half an hour 
before day-bresk they made the signal fur a general attack.' 1 

The day that came was one of the great days of the Mohmvatu a 
the period of fasting and public mourning observed by the 

■ Orme, VoL L. p. 196. 

J Memorandum un the Moiras Records (1891), by G + W- Forreit, Direct or of 
fi-corrim F Government id Indlq. 

1 Sle^ 1 jEiid DcltrnCt* of Afeut,, by a Serjeant." 
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Mohammedans hi commemoration of the murder of Hasson 
and the erne] death on the plains of Kerbela of his brother 
Hosnin -the sons of Ah, and the grandsons of the Prophet. 
On the annual festival of their martyrdom the Mussulmans 
abandon their souls to religious frenzy, and a peculiar blessing 
rests on those who die in holy war during that mournful period. 
It was at such a time that the Moslem soldier at Areot felt 
and obeyed the impetus that paradise was the swift and sure 
reward of him who fell in battle against the infidel. The 
stunners* their hot blood inflamed to madness by arrack, 
by opium* and by religious fury, moved swiftly forward to 
the attack. A formidable host that carried ladders strove 
with considerable courage to “ sealade all round.” Two large 
divisions preceded by elephant s r which the princes of India 
kept for the service of war, advanced against the two gates. 
The beasts had for battering purposes a protecting pike fastened 
by an iron band round the head. Their drivers drove them 
against the ponderous gates, A supreme moment. The gates 
stood firm. The unwieldy brutes presented an easy mark to 
the besieged, who shot at them from the loop-holes in the walls* 
Terrified at the sound of the muskets and galled by the bullets, 
they soon turned round, and dashing through the advancing 
troops trampled down many of them and threw all into dis¬ 
order, 1 

Meanwhile, the other columns attacked the two breaches. 

M The ditch befflrc the breach to the north-west was fordable ; and 
as many us the breach wouJd admit, mounted it with :i mad kind of 
Intrepidity* whilst numbers came and sat down with great coux- 

T It was from Uie po^cs of Ontie ilmt M.veauUy look Ms Lime a* aecoLirrl of 
ttitf storming, of Artul fort. Orme wrote (VuL, L, p. I9&>: M flupLUn Ulvr, 
ll wakened by l.he ubnn, found J ■ i ^ gjurl nt thirlr ^Ijs, According lo tike 
dispositions he hod umdr. Tin- portE.-s who atLuekcd the gates drove beiurr 
ihtm f^vercd ckphoiibs, who, with Liege plaits of iron Ural Id their torEhrud*. 
w^re intended to bivok, tlivni down; bid I he t lL-jibonU, wounded by the 
musketry, soon ttimed, and tmmpW nn Iho*e who escorted them.” MocmiLiy 
wrote (Essays \ ol. ll[. r p. i^l): -i He was awakened by the oLiitii, and wos 
loilooLly ot his post. The cicmy advupcod, driving bcfofe itum * li-pliiiiils 
w!mM fareheiidB were annuel with tmn plates. It was expected llrnt ihc Hates 
would yield to tin- shock of llie.se Uving battering-rams. Uul the huge beasts 
no soucLE-r Mi the English muskch-btilLi Umo I bey LuJrned round mid rushed 
furiously qway* trampling on the multitude wlikh had urged them forward; 11 
The con version of elpphanti Lulu living bidterin^-rnan is dmacteriitle. 
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posure in llic fausse-brayc under the tower where the field piece was 
planted, and waited here to relieve those who were tmployed m the 
attack: these passed the breach, and some ol them even got o\or 
tin first trench before the defenders gave fire; it fell heavily, and 
every spot did execution ; and a number ol muskets were loaded In 
readiness, which those behind delivered to the first rank as fast as 
they could discharge them. Tin? two pieces of cannon from the top 
of the house fired likewise on Use assailants, who in a few minifies 
abandoned the attack, when allot tier body, and then another suc¬ 
ceeded, who were driven oft in the same manner: in Lbe mean time 
mortars with short fusees, which had been prepared and lodged on 
the adjacent rampart, were thrown into the faussc-hrayc, anil by 
their explosion drove Lite crowd, who had seated themselves there, 
back again aver Ihe ditch.” 1 

At the breach to Lbe south-west, “ the ditch being deep,'’ 
says the sergeant, “ they attempted to come over on floats, 
but were su warmly opposed by the fire of our well pointed 
grape that only two of them got over, the rest being drove 
into the water or killed. They fired very hot to cover their 
retreat, and we did great execution among them by our hand 
gratiades and musketry.' The sergeant does not mention 
that Clive himself laid one of the field-pieces with bis own hand 
and sent k ‘ the well pointed grape." 

After a stiff struggle the enemy were repulsed at every 
point. How stiff it was is revealed in the sergeant's simple 
and faithful record: 

M Out men fit fur iluty„ Europeans and Blacks* did noL i.occred 
240 of which 1 whites were killed and 2 Ldncky wonrnl u1 T and there 
were 12,000 cartridges expended during the action, which lasted not 
an hour, so that it will he readily allow td we wire nut idle. The 
loss ol tho enemy on this occasion we can [knowl no otherwise than 
that there were a great many dead hi the streets* ditch and breaches, 
and the deserters and Inhabitants affirmed their loss to he dear 200 
killed and wounded, among which was one Abdul Codah [KlianJ a 
leading man among their Scapoys, which afterwards occasioned 
many disturbances among "cm- It was reported tlsat one ol their 
Seapoys ahot a Irenrb Serjeant who commanded llie party to the 
attack, the Serjeant having left them in the lurch.” 

Abdul L'ndah Klnm, the communder of the enemy's sepoys* 
had shown conspicuous bravery in the attack. \\ hen he 

1 Griiie, Vok h t P- 
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lectivt-d his mortal wound ;i gallant exploit was performed. 
A sepoy, seeing his beluved commander rail in the breach, 
crossed the ditch and Carried off the body, “ exposing himself 
during the attempt to the fire of 40 muskets, from which he 
had the good fortune to escape.” 1 The assailants continued 
their fire upon the breach till three in the evening, when they 
mpiested n short truce that they might bury their dead. 
This was granted and hostilities ceased; “ the enemy carried 
off their dead and we I heir arms.” 1 The truce lasted till four, 
at ^hich time they began and continued till 2 in the morn- 
iiig [ot J tJie 15th (26 November N.S.), when they broke up the 
siege, going away in the greatest confusion, leaving behind them 
most of their gums, some shot, shells and powder. This agree¬ 
able news was soon communicated to the inexpressible satis¬ 
faction of everybody,” 

Soon after more 11 agreeable news " came to them, 

and gave us unbounded joy when we heard Captain Kilpatrick 
was within a few hours march with only a handful) at men. with 
which he must have encountered 6 or 7,000, had he attempted to 
relieve us, under the most insurmountable dffitfullies. The enemy 
laving barricaded every street and passage in such maimer that 
it was impossible for us ever to have joined had the enemy kept pos- 
session, and equally impracticable for Ibe Morrattocs in be of any 
service iu him or us. Thus did providence disapuinl our fears, 
and relieve us from Liu dread necessity of starving or submitting 
to tne terns of merciless barbarians. And Captain Kilpatrick's 
cflfflmand joined us in the afternoon. We fully and unmolested 
enjoyed tile IralLs of the earth so long denied us T tho every day 
n our sktfhC and solaced ourselves with lhe pleasing reflection of 
having maintained the character of Britons in a Clime so remote 
from our own/ 1 

So ended the memorable siege of Areot. For fifty days, 
aimcM fatigue, hunger, disease, ami imminent danger* 320 
men in all r commanded by four officers,, held a vast for tress 
invested by 10,000 men before the little band had time to 
repair the dilapidated defences. The enemy from their 
1 m pound shot besides many more from their smaller cannon * f 
showered shots and bombs on the working parties* but they 

1 Orme, VoL L, p. 1SQ, 1 Th* Sergeaut’s Dhu-y, 
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toiled on. They pouted on those "who manned the ramparts 
volleys of musketry ; “ a good many men fell owing to 
the unlucky nearness of the houses to the walls, hut they 
held on. The spirit of the garrison answered to that of their 
Youthful commander. They admired and trusted a leader 
who surmounted every obstacle, whose energy - was untiring, 
who with calm equanimity was ever ready to lace the bullets 
of the enemy. The same feeling stirred Clive and the sergeant, 
and it was one which must be well understiurd and well remem¬ 
bered if we are to hold the noble Empire whose foundation 
stone was laid at Arcot—the conscious motive of main¬ 
taining “ the character of Britons in a clime so remote from 
our own." 1 

Clive had sustained a siege with conspicuous success, hut 
defensive fighting had been forced on him. He had no love 
far it j the chief aim of his strategy in all his campaigns was 
to secure the offensive, however inferior his force. Four days 
after the siege had been raised and reinforcements had reached 
him, he, leaving o small garrison under the command of Kil¬ 
patrick in the fort, took the field with *200 Europeans, TOO 
sepoys, and three field-pieces. He had been invited hv the 
Governor of Timarv to take possession of its tort, which we 
accordingly did on’the lSth ” “ We found in Tlnunttfe a few 

horses, a few pieces of cannon, some arms, shot, gunpowder, 
a little money, and other things of value," - Leaving a few 
men to guard the fort, Clive returned ami encamped irm grove 
on the skirts of Arcot* 


i Onus concludes his narrative of I he defence as follow*! "Thu* ««£ 
this deer, maintained 50 days, under every disadvantage id situ&Uun and fom. 
Ly u handful of men in their first campaign, with a spinl worthy®*™?£ 
velcrtui troops : nnrt conducted by their young commander wilb liidcrutlgaWe 
activiLv, unshaken constancy, Liiid undaunted courage. nud notwltli _ b 
he had ill this time neither toad boohs, or conversed with n,En h J? 

him talicll Instruction Ln the military art; all llie resources which he employed 
In the defence of Arcol, were such fts are dictated by the best nl “ st ( ?. , j B ^ 

science of wur.”— Vnl. L, p. -nO. Wilks writes: In a afegr ** flf J> 
whitli terminated on the l4ih November, Captain tnfaslng hto 

spirit into the remnant c! Ids little parly, displayed hi the Jefenee ot^ lh» pW 
that ready perception of ihe Lest possible resources, under every ™*“ ™ tr 
genev. which hm ol ordinary talents ore contented tu acquire iwtte result of 
itLidy* lotm experience* and attentive ubservatlon*"-^'i. K p^ 

■TU e S.-rg* ant's Diary, 
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sirf, „ J f vLw T‘ J T imanded tb * thfCB into the town on the 

a (ew H l .^- tnen5y * era fucamiHd. Here we remained 

ini 'T i - 1 ° nt wiU * tlle «»« of Prudenee to 
ho un<fe* ffh fiUardlt " f ’ S - ^ kllowIr| g Ihc disail vantages we must 
under if the enemy should repossess themselves of the town 

1 l °° daring l ° att,;m P t atlaeklng so numerous all 
“ Usid^TfL"’ 10 ? l ' lfK kaT!i had Knl ™^ them op to Hie 

b\ tho tSZu g ^ C0VL Z 0I Vclt>ur ^ ns ' m ™ were Joined 
to secure i^lT 8 *» SOim ' 20 "" 1lis bcy(,nd M* t'ucmv 

S miks kt.ru ' V ^ X r hfd ° Ut BT5d tr,f am P td in * top about 

or^ ree ^v e ■ ^ Wher * we inactive for two 

At l ift m lipectatiors the Morratloes would join us. 

Velour^bat hlTli W *rfi| tll * ir # m ti ™ d dl |ays ‘ We ma ivhtcl towards 

returtieH t Ly " ' ,fmy our Ii£ircftrr > ,s were misconducted and 

returned to unr encampment.” 1 


The next day it was rumoured that the French had sur¬ 
prised the Mahratta camp. The report was swiftly confirmed 
ry the arrival of the Mahratta commander and his thousand 
horse, ‘ who tho they had about 20 men killed and wounded, 
jesides some horse anti furniture taken, were more frightened 
him hurt, and agreahJe to our wishes were filled with senti¬ 
ments of revenge, intreating Captain Clive to march towards 
Umeldey druganm, the place the French had used 'em so 

1 lfl “ t0 comt "? on %heta without preadvising them of their 
intention ” Clive complied with their request and marched 

to the place, 1 when the Hatrattoes made a vain search for 
w hat they had lost /’ 2 

On Clives return, a letter from the French commander 
was intercepted, in which he complained to Duptdx that the 
reinforcements from Pondicherry had not approached nearer 
r ° Jm ‘ Llive res °lved at onee to march to Arid, a strong 
inrt situated about twenty miles south of Arcot, in order to 
intercept them, “Hut the Morrattoes would not stir that 

Way ‘ A f ™ tlays !lil:er spies brought news that the French 
pai ty were at Chittaput and intended to march to Vellore 
with the greatest expedition. “ Captain Clive intreated the 
Morrattoes to march with him, and meeting with a flat denial 
begged them to lend him 200 horse or even bullocks ■ but 
these mercenary wretches expected no plunder, a reason 
1 The Sergeant's Diary, > 
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sufficient to hinder them from assisting us with anything in 
their power." 1 The next day the Mahratt* commander 
heard from his spies that the reinforcement had encamped 
near Arid, and that they escorted a large amount of treasure. 
He immediately went to Clive and urged him to march against 
them, “ which he did immediately, and to the Morrattoes great 
disappointment on our arrival at Pandavocam found the 
enemy had marched of! in the night." 3 The troops returned 
to their encampment near Arcot, where Give awarted the 
movements of the enemy. On December 13 news reached him 
that Besiza Saheh, who had with his whole force quitted \ tllore 
in the night and made a forced march to Arm. had been 
joined by the French reinforcement. He hud determined o 
strike them on the march to Vellore. The sergeant s aecoun 
of Clive's first important victory in the open field bears printing 


in integrity' 

" We immediately marched towards them, and niw ai^ran«d 
rnrlv came in si ah t of them about eight o cluck in tht mar (4- 
con Li nut d our march till near tea when Captain CTvv » 

Halt in full si-hl of the enemy. This he did as well « rtI ^ h u ' e 
had marched most It the night « 
the ni, my (then 2 miles distant* who seemed on tbrir rn ^i t 
... Thi‘ rtiiitv we Hicanipi d In was m eminence In mvi ui unicu 
«qe Paddy Helds reaching more than musket 
me nL On the right flank was situate a villagejrith * well 

Wc were soon satisfied the enemy intended lo altAck ‘ ( i b,™ 
continuing to march in order of halt a owa! _ * .uti-hed 

to be much pleased will! the situutton Captain Clive had pmn 
upon, and more so when we found the numbers of the em > 1 

exceed oar expectations and that the Mormttoes bad Wt at ^ 

1000 of their nominal three. At twelve a i’live ordered 

cannonading out of distance. Upon which Laplain »*■ 
r^rty of Seapoy, to advance down 

Ti «„U«.K. V£r .1 lb. Paddy Md.. ^ 

in rear of which [were] posted the Europeans, On l n h u J 

rat toes advanced into Lhe Lop as did the Em my s horse the same. 


■ TiLit: Series Ell-'“i D^i'r 

■ OnsiC's lUCCCHHit differs frmn 
pp. 201-^ 
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The enemy by continuing their march soon canm near enough 
to cannonade at proper distance, which we returned to more pur- 
pose. The ground they were upon way a gradual descent, bard and 
chamiclly, which curried our shot a vast way. The Paddy fields Jn 
from burled their shot at once, so that they did little execution. Our 
advanced Seapoys at first retreated* hut it was only lo a Bank from 
behind which they kept the enemy from advancing that wav. On 
the left the Morrattoes charged the Moor horse, hut they being Inter- 
ined wiLh musketry the MoratLoes rdivuLod, having a great aversion 
to sniafl arms since their being surprized. Captain Qtve observing 
hat the warmt h of our cannonademeut made the enemy iodine 
towards the top on Hie left, ordered Messrs Buikhy and Moirice 
with three platoons and field piece over into the top. and Mem 
Tumer 10 ad vanec on the right with one platoon Lo 
a mile Choultry near where the Seapoys were. When Lieut: Buikley 
aiui party arrived; very unluckily there were no shot with the gun, 
w ich as soon as Captain Clive got notice of. he ordered the party 
uck lo their ground, strictly charging the olFieer Lo inarch as slow 
as were he on a parade, which retreat* so far from appearing an 
advantage La the enemy, that they began to retire from the top 
leaving only their horse, Imagining we intended to carry o!T their 
artillery and baggage by advancing to the right. The \1oor horse 
nuw descried by their fool, the MoralLoes at several different charges 
dislodged them from the lop. Captain Clive observing the French 
advance behind a Choultry and fustrees [sk] ordered the Europeans 
with two of the 6 poundtrs to advance upon them, but they scattered 
and ran off In the greatest confusion. Their horse were retreated 
nt-ar a ruffe, anti by sunset Capt, Clive with some Seapoys bad drove 
Ua m [into] three different Choultry's and a pagoda, where we encamped 
iu nighl. About 60 yards distant from this pagoda was a vltv 
deep ditch naturally hollowed out by the declivity on each tide and 
being difficult to transport a nr carriages over it together with the 
night coming made It certainly the most prudent step to halt, especi¬ 
ally as had we attempted a pursuit we must have laboured under 
he same and greater disadvantages than the enemy did in attacking 
35 w ' re by Lhis time got over Aron! river the hanks of which 

e g steep made it a difficult task to convey carriages and 

baggage, besides being under the cover of the fort In the night 
~, e ^ ei f> T het<H5k themselves to flight leaving behind them most 
of their baggage some horses* and. it was said, two of their camion, 
the carriages being broke in the engagement. Their flight was in 
a manner the most unguarded, for except Lhe body of French there 
wl ri: not above 20 or 30 of them in one place, this gave tile Morratloes 
an opportunity of making a capture of many of their horses* Muskets 
ami baggag c \ Themselves acknowledged to have got 20b Horses, 
vse were well satisfied of many more, and the Hraminv Kdltdar of 
the fort assured ns the Mor rat Lucs had got 7000 gold ~ Moors, Naza 
juies, fan |sru*?J and other things to Lhe value of 40000 Pagodas. The 
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loss on our side killed and wounded did not exceed 10 or 12, And those 
only Topees and Seapoys. That ot the enemy was more iromeroM- 
and , by the report of deserters & the Brammy rd ih. forl ^s atm^ 
200 killed and wounded, of which were :■ ,<«*>"“? , £jJt nurnv 
encamped between Ihe lort and r.vt r and' J ££ offend 

of their Seapovs (almost a number equal to the whole of ^rajoflere 
their service 'to us. Those who had imiskels wc entertained and 
dismissed the others. As we were informed the ' ncn ^ ^ 1, f 
most of their baggage in the fort we summoned the Brum^lo 
deliver them up. But he denied our allegiance find 
up to his nates and either by persuading him lie hail some horses 

7-api-. »r ih. ™my« ** “■£*'“JKJ SK 

& sent us 15 horn, one Kiephanl and a bm to :"J 
I ccm't say whether accepted or not. Il Captaii h T J 1 _ 
wt should'go to Chittaput where the scattem.lrvniainsnflhur . 
were collecting, but the Morrattoes would not slk wg^being 

of opinion little plunder was Lo be got whom the &™***»£ 

- VrsTS liSJtlfSi’-f A S3? i°" 

* rSTS?-5TS««.i "* S“P°JS <”■£■"« 

250. an ittM »■ horL OU the left and into the village on lbe 
right" 1 

Thus by a good " 5 C of his artillery md stilfi.l tactics, 
Clive defenied a force superior to his own ■" nun,J™ *T 
artillery. Of ilia OB share in this or any other battle 
said hut little. At the request of Ornrc he m after yews sent 
tbe following brief memorandum : 

Jl Battle of Arani 

^arz^^^sssSS 

ST4S JLrm. 

frcncli, & being annoyed by tbe Hr* villane with the 

swwrass'JKias- 

” very «--■ “ 

\lltr the victory in sight of his walls he sent an hkphaiH u a ci 

2 £?« 2 Sm»» oM-wa 

to Mahomed Ally, having hitherto acted a neutral part between 

Mahomed Ally and Chunda Sabcfb. 1 1 

1 The SmtpanL 1 * Diary- ™ 

i ormc MSS,; lurtiiip \®L U< + P> “ 97, 
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Clive immediately followed up his success. The French, 
m order to intercept communications between Arcot and 
Madras, had again taken possession of the great pagoda of 
Cunjeveram and placed a garrison in it. From this strong¬ 
hold they sallied forth and cut off convoys, Tn one of these 
raids they surprised a body of men who, having been disabled 
at Arcot, were proceeding to Madras. Amongst these were 
Ensigns Revel and Glass. Clive determined to reduce the 
pagoda, and two or three days after the battle he marched 
rapidly on it. 

“ The French o nicer Conjt varam was tummonnl lo surrender; 
and none of I he garrison understanding the English Language, [,r 
ordered ids prisoners. Revel and Glass, to write a letter, anti acouaint 
captain CJive, that, lie Intended to expose them on the walls, if the 
pagoda was attacked. They wrote this, but added, that 1 h. > hoped 
no regard to their safety would Induce him to discontinue his onera- 
tions against the place." 1 


Two eighteen-pounders were brought from Madras and 
begun to batter in the walk at a distance of two hundred yards. 

The enemy had no cannon, but fired very smartly with their 
musketry, which killed several men.” Clive had another 
miraculous escape. He and BuJklev were reconnoitring the 
pagoda over a garden wall, when the latter was shot through 
the head by his side. For two days the stout walk resisted, 
and tiicu they began to crumble away; Lhc garrison slipped 
away in the cover of darkness, but left behind the two prisoners. 


,. tcr rULnin E ilie defences of Conjevaram, captain CUve sent 
JO Esropcms and 500 Sepoys to Areal, and relumed in the middle 
or December with the rest to Marines; from whence he went to Fort 
St. David to glw an account of His campaign to the presidency." 3 


He also went to arrange further operations for the relief 
of Trichitiopoly. 


■ Qrnie, YoL U p. 20.1. 


1 Ibid. 


CHAPTER X 


lTfil -2 ; the siege of triciuxopoly 

YVhii.e Clive was being besieged at Arcot the French persist¬ 
ently carried on l he regular operations of the siege of Trichina- 
pOly. In the beginning of September, 1751. they raised a 
batterv. which they afterwards converted into a regular re¬ 
doubt. twelve hundred yards from the city wall. It consisted 
of three 18-pounders and three mortars. They mounted t»o 
IS-pounders on the sand-hill which has ever since been known 
as " the French Rock." They also raised * battery of two 
guns on the island of Sermgliam - from which they fired 
across the Caveri at the northern gate of the city, to inter¬ 
rupt the communication of the inhabitants with the nwr. 

But these guns, as well as those on the French Rue were a 
too great a distance to be of any real service. 

D’Auteuil had been succeeded in the comm an a 
French detachment by Mr. Law, nephew of the famous co- 
tish financier. He had displayed considerable persona corn- 
age and energy during the siege of Pondich^. but be was 
not one of those men who grow greater with the 
responsibility. He was not lacking in ability, but m 
and character. He was full of ideas, and was able to egress 
them with considerable skill end fluency but he could not 
wei-h them. He regarded them as inspirations, and adhered 
them with tenacity. As is the ease with most vulgar natures 
his determination was mere obstinacy., from the moment 
he arrived at Trivhinopoly, Law determined 
or blockade. Dupleix sent him every soldier that came Irom 

Frle. He eent him letter after letter *«**£*« 
him to storm the town tehile the enemy »erc demoted. It 


i Otme. VoL L 


204—k 


160 The Life of Lord Clive 


was all in vain. Law wrote to Dupleix and argued that it 
was impossible to take by storm a city so well fortLfied t and 
defended, not by Indians* but by British soldiers. He pre¬ 
ferred winning his way into it by the slow process of sap and 
mine. Thus week passed after week* and at Hie end of October 
the French had done no more than surprise the English en¬ 
trenchments opposite the French Rock and carry off “ the 
captain of nine Coffres.' Gingen, knowing that an attack 
on the strong French posts wo* too hazardous* and seeing that 
the besiegers did little harm to the town, kept the British 
troops out of the reach of annoyance. 

During the month of November the French continued to 
bombard the to>m. but* as Law did not change the position 
of lus guns, he met with no greater success. He hoped that 
the constant bombardment would keep the garrison in cheek 
while the native levies of Chanda Suheb, 15,000 horse and 
-0,000 foot, would, by cutting off communications, compel the 
town to surrender from want of supplies* Week after week 
he informed Dupleix that the capitulation could not be long 
delayed. But his own strategy and the diplomacy of Moham¬ 
med Ali proved a bar to the fiiUUruent of his hopes* When 
Mohammed Ali found that he had no money to pay his troops 
and that provisions grew scarce, he sent an ambassador to 
the Rajah of Mysore* whose territory lay on the tableland 
between the Eastern and Western Ghats. The extent of the 
territory was not great—about 200 miles in length and 150 
in breadth but its physical features, deep ravines and lofty 
mountains, were favourable to protection and to do min ion. 
On the west it extended In within 30 miles of the coast of 
Malabar, on the east its frontier was protected by the strong 
fortress of Carour (Knrur), 1 within 40 miles of Triehmopoly* 

\\ hen Aurangzib contemplated subduing the whole of the 
Deccan and actually brought it back once more under lhe 
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allegiance of Delhi* Mysore escaped tuuJer its wise ruler, Chikka 
Dcvaraj* who was advanced by the Mogul Emperor. With 
Revaraj the greatness of the house ended, and he was suc¬ 
ceeded by incompetent princes who rapidly lost all authority. 
Under them all real authority passed to the Mayor of the 
Palace, who was in this case the dhalmaif or Commander-in- 
Chief, 

When Mohammed Ali sent his envoy to the capital of 
Mysore, the dhalaiaif was Nanj Haj, an unde of the young 
king, a man of unbounded ambition but lacking in many of 
the qualities which command success. Quick and cunning, he 
was a master in the art of intrigue, but at a critical moment 
he lacked decision and boldness, Nothing could be more grat i¬ 
fying to Nanj ltaj than to learn that Mohammed Ali needed 
his help, and that the price he was willing to pay for his suc¬ 
cessful assistance was the cession of Trichinopoly and all its 
dependencies down to Cape Comorin, constituting a dominion 
little inferior to that of Mysore itself. AH that Mohammed Ali 
asked for himself was a personal jaghlre to which he might 
retire. It is not easy to believe that any Oriental prince 
ever thought that Mohammed Ali would voluntarily fulfil these 
terms. What is more easy to believe is that Nanj RlsJ hoped 
that* once in possession of the fort of Trichinopoly. he would 
have him in his power. By lending Mohammed Ali pecuniary 
and military aid he was taking a course by which he might 
gain, and could not lose, a great deal. There was abo another 
strong motive, based not on probability but on facts, which 
prompted Nanj llaj. During the time that Chanda Sahefa 
governed Trichinopoly he formed a. design of conquering 
Mysore aud had besieged Carour for several months. The 
Lime for revenge had conic, and Nanj Raj entered into the 
compact. About the same time that Moruri Rao, the Mahratta 
chief, marched towards At cot t Nanj Raj set forth from Sering- 
apatam anti arrived towards the latter end of the year in the 
district of Carour. His force consisted of 5,000 horse and 
JfMiQO infantry* of which the only regular troops were a small 
body in the corps of Hyder Xaiek. 

L 
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HyderNaick, or Hydcr AH, who lived to convert the Hindu 
kingdom of Mysore into a Mohammed AH empire and to 
endanger the very existence of the British power in India, 
was the grandson of a wandering dervish from the Punjab 
who is said to have founded, in a little town about a hundred 
miles from Hyderabad, a small mosque and rest house for 
fakirs and to have accumulated some property by this pious 
speculation. His two sons proceeded to the south in search 
of service. Hydcr was only seven years of age when his 
father, a gallant soldier, fell in battle, and he, with hi^ brother 
aged nirtCj were put to the torture for a pretended debt of 
their parent. This monstrous act of cruelty made a lasting 
impression on a nature inclined to be savage and morose. 
He 41 sought his revenge after the lapse of thirty-two years 
with aU the virulence belonging to the memory of a recent 
injury-" 3 Hydcr grew up without learning to read or write 
any language, but he received from Nature excellent parts, 
vast muscular strength and unflinching courage. 2 He was a 
bold and skilful horseman, and no one outdid him as a 
marksman. 

It was at the siege of DeorihuHy (1740} s a strong fort about 
one hundred miles from Bangalore, that Hydcr first saw 
active service as a volunteer horseman who was also occasion¬ 
ally entrusted with the command of parties of infantry in the 
trenches. He was observed on every service of danger to 
lead the way, and to conduct himself with a coolness and self- 
possession seldom found in a young soldier," 3 By hh valour* 
energy, nnd self-possession he won the favour of Nanj Raj, 
who, at the close of the siege, raised him at once to the com¬ 
mand of fifty horse and two hundred infantry, with orders tu 
recruit and augment his corps. The following year he was pre¬ 
sent when the French attacked the encampment of Nasir Jang, 
and was foremost in an unsuccessful attempt on the flunk of 
the French column. During the confusion of the day his select 

1 Wilis i H History ol Mysoor/' YoL L a p. LS jg. 

* Selections from the Stuto J nf Hie Gwrnor^Gemr^, edited by 

G. W* Forml (Wamm Hastings), Vnk I. g p. 2S2. 

1 Wilke t ,p History of Mysoar," VoL L, p,. a M7 
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bam] nf "brave and faithful thieves™ secured 500 muskets* 
tlyder armed his infantry with these, anti he employed a few 
French sepoy deserters to drill his recruits: and he was 
much advanced in the favour of Nunjeraj by exhibiting to him 
these invincible^ who were to conquer Trichinopoly, 31 1 Early 
in February, 1752. Nanj Itaj with his force arrived at that 
famous stronghold of the south. 

The disappointment and distress which Duplcix endured at 
Law’s refusal to act with vigour were increased when he heard 
the news of Clive’s victory at Arni. The siege of Arcot revealed 
that the English had got a new leader of rare courage and 
resource; the operations after the siege proved that they 
had found a commander with dash and vigour who could lend 
a ^nmll ftirce to victory. When Duplcix heard that Clive bad 
sent the main portion, of his force to Trichinopoly and had 
himself proceeded to Fort St. David, he was too elcar-sighted 
not to see the next move—a fresh expedition to Trichinopoly 
under the command of Clive. He determined to checkmate it 
by playing Clive's own game. Clive had lessened the pressure 
on Trie hi imp oh by his dash at Areot. Duplcix would prevent 
him from relieving the beleaguered garrison by threatening 
Madras. In a dispatch* dated January 25* 1752, the Governor 
in Council at Fort SL David informed the Court that 11 Captain 
Clive with the Morattas ” had routed the enemy in the field 
near Arni with 41 many lulled and made prisoners/* The 
defeated army 

ff took Lhe advantage oF the nigMI and cadi shi!tec l for himseJf* their 
next rendezvous l 1 : was at ChLttaput about twenty miles nearer Pondi¬ 
cherry, where they have gather'd tticlr scatter'd Troops again, taken 
the Field and are near Covelung ; it is said their design Is against 
St + Thom! buL judged they arc not In a condition to do It." a 

The Presidency soon discovered the error. Rezza Saheb, 
at the instigation of Duple be, invaded the Company’s terri¬ 
tory, burnt several villages, and plundered the country 
houses budt by the English at the foot of St. Thomas^ Mount. 

1 Wilks: u History of My soar/ 1 V*i, L, rp r 'IW -7U, 23&-G* 

* Madras MS, Records. 
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Clive was ordered to return at once to Madras and assume 
command* At a Consultation held on February IT, 1752* the 
President produced to the Board two letters from Captain 
Clive, dated 10th and 11th, 

" advising that lie had taken upon him the Command of Lhc Army 
at Mndrass and had hern joined by part of the Bengal Detachment 
that were arriv'd from thence on the Ship Furt SL David, but was 
apprehensive of not meeting with any Arms, therefore requests a 
supply T having rais'd about five hundred Sepoys for whom be is Eia 
want of them. Thai he was then encamped in a very strong situa¬ 
tion at the Jill Lie Mount, and the enemy were about seven mites db- 
lant, whose slrcnglh, from an exact account be had procur'd, con¬ 
sisted of about fourteen hundred Sepoy’& Matchlocks, &c r awl abouL 
Lhe same number of Morse, though only bha hundred weiu esteem'd 
good* thirty Europeans, eighty Topazes, with eight small Field 
Pieces and two Tomans/" 

At a Consultation held seven days latex (February 24) 

** The President fays before the Hoard two Letters hr has re¬ 
ceived from Captain GBw dated the 15th & 20th instant, Lhe mobt 
material part of which is ¥135% lltnl he has received a Letter Jrnm 
Captain D Gin gins representing how necessary a Step his proceed¬ 
ing Ira Trlcidnopoly will he ; that Captain Kilpatrick had joined him 
from Areal by which with the Bengal Detachment his party consisted 
of four hundred Military and Train* Thirteen hundred Sepoys besides 
Matchlocks and 1^0 horse which last he found great difficulty in 
raising as money would noL do it; that he should do his utmost 
to bring the enemy to an engagement* if the strength of their situation 
did not render It imprudent tu attack them in H* in which case he 
thinks Ise will be: best to come this way in order Lu proceed to Trichin- 
opoly Eh join Captain J) p Ginghis, and if be can be strongly reinforced 
with Military from hence, Oeve Cot lab and Che 11 am bruin, is nf opinion 
It will soon put an end to the disturbances of the Province* and that 
he designs leaving behind him for the protection of Madras ahouL 
sixty Military, some Horse and Sepoys/* 1 

The strung situation to which Clive referred was an en¬ 
trenched cauip at Vendalore* about seventeen pilled south¬ 
west of Madras* where the enemy lay with a force far superior 
in numerical strength to his own. It consisted of 400 Euro¬ 
peans* 2,000 sepoys, 2,500 native cavalry, and a large train 

of artillery. Clive did his utmost, to bring the enemy to an 

s Mu Liras MS. Recurd&. Ornie itates: " HL wIhjLc Inrrr united consisted 

dl 3S0 Eurcrpcdna, 1/iOD Sepoys* with 6 field pUcc*." —Oraie VoL. L, p. 213, 
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engagement. lie received intelligence that this camp was 
not so strongly secured behind as it was in front, on which 
he took the resolution of making a circuit to attack them in 
the rear. 

When lie was Informed that they had wry p re dpi Lately broke 
up tlieir camp, ami dispersed, with all the appearance of people 
greatly alarmed. Captain Clive attributed thte to their having te- 
ctived bad news trom Trilchanopoly* but Immediately advanced and 
took possession of the camp they had deserted. Here 12 hoard 
atLtrwards he received intelligence that all the dispersed parlies 
had rejoined at Conjevaram. He immediately conjectured their 
intenlion was against Arcot, & in this persuasion made a forced 
march of 20 miles to Gonjavaram that evening. Here be found the 
breach he had made In that place repaired and a garrison of 300 
Seapoys left in It who surrendered on the first Smnmuus and here 
likewise he found his conjectures of tin) enemy's In lent ions con¬ 
firmed by a letter from the com i el a titling officer of A root who acquainted 
him that the enemy were In fuff march towards that place Intending 
as he supposed to attack him Immediately, depending upon the 
weakness of his garrison. Captain Clive as soon as his men were 
refreshed proceeded for Arcot + Jfc on his march received a second 
letter which acquainted him that the french had entered the town 
In which they hail skirmished against the walls, in expectation that 
their appearance would Immediately produce the effect of a piece 
of I re ache ry they had been carrying oil with two Scnpoy Officers in 
the garrison to open one of the gates to them which lie had discovered* 
But that now they had as suddenly disappeared and lie could give 
no farther account of them. About Six In the Evening near the 
village of Goverypauck the situation of the enemy was discovered 
hy the tire of 9 pieces of cannon, but not till Gaplm Clive’s advanced 
guard was within 250 yards of their entrench men L" 1 

Clive, lor want of horse/* as he says, ls could not receive 
intelligence to be depended upon/ 1 and he had been enLrapped* 
The enemy were in a strong position, and had the advantage 
of guns, loot and cavalry. When Clive saw he was surprised 
and found battle imminent, courageously, aware of the danger 
round him* with oyJin diligence and decision lie disposed his 
troops for action. Here is the story of this memorable fight 
told hy the victor with terseness, modesty, imd faithfulness 
of detail : 

u The French Infantry and artillery were drawn up in an 


i Gnpc MSS,: India, VoL II., p. 29& 
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Orchard with a breastwork in front- Their fire did great 
mischief before it could be avoided but fortunately Lhere was 
a deep water course to the left of the road into which Captain 
Clive immediately threw both military and Sc-apoys, order¬ 
ing at the same time the baggage with a guard I or jEK) yards 
back again : it was the close of evening when this battle began 
and I he enemy began to extend themselves on the plain to 
the left of the water course A to advance fast upon us; this 
obliged us to oppose them with two field pieces on the other 
side of the watercourse which with our musketry kept them 
at a distance. The French also were in possession of the 
upper part of the watercourse and fired several platoons which 
were returned by us in such manner as to prevent their ad¬ 
vancing or gaining any ground upon us. Our field pieces 
drawn up in the road fired upon the French cannon, but their 
lire was greatly superior to ours. Hitherto we had effected 
nothing but what was to our disadvantage and our loss was 
greatly beyond that of the enemy. This made Captain Clive 
determine either to attack the orchard or so far give up the 
point as to endeavour to find out some other Road which 
might enable Captain Clive with the army to throw themselves 
between the French and Areot, and by that means engage 
the enemy at Ids lea sure and under less disagreeable circum¬ 
stances. At ah Qiit ID o'clock he sent one Shaulur, a M us tee 1 
Serjeant who spoke the languages with some trusty Seapoys 
to reconnoitre who shortly after returned with a report that 
the enemy's in fan try and artillery were entirely uncovered 
In the rear and might all be surprized killed and taken. Cap¬ 
tain Clive rejoyeed at such an opportunity, immediately ordered 
200 Europeans and 4 or H Companies of Seapoys under the 
command of Lieutenant Keene with Serjeant Shaulur the 
guide to undertake this enterprise &. accompanied them part 
at the way himself. On las return he found the remainder 
oi the forces Jelt in the watercourse had quitted it and were 
retreating in spite of all the efforts made by their officers- 
It was with great difficulty Capt. Clive led them on to the 

1 Mustafa, Portuguese halt-caste* 
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attack to the place from whence they came, where Captain 
Clive continued in great suspense till past eleven o'clock, 
when he received advice from Lieutenant Keene that he had 
surprised and routed all the french infantry and taken their 
cannon. Captain Clive then immediately joined Lieutenant 
Keene with the rest of the forces and in the morning found 
we had Lnkcii pieces of cannon & 3 mortars with 50 french 
prisoners* & hail killed upwards of 00 more with n great many 
Soapoys, & soon after Cup Lain Clive had left Lieut: Keene he 
continued his march in great silence till he could very plainly 
discover the rear of the french artillery forces, when he 
thought proper to halt in order to get further intelUgenee. 
Accordingly Ensign Symmons advanced alone. His first 
obstruction was a deep trench full of Scopoys Some of which 
offered to shoot him: them he deceived by speaking french & 
pretending to be a french man. Having got clear of tliem T he 
advanced to within a very few yards where the freneh in* 
fan try & cannon were drawn up 11 ring upon the party com¬ 
manded by Captain Clive in the water course. After he had 
made these observations, he luekEy returned safe to his party 
& conducted the party iu such manner that they marched 
between the Seapoys in the Trench i the French infantry 
Jfc camion in the orchard so as to come directly in their rear & 
without being discovered from the darkness of the night & the 
noise and confusion arising from the firing of the Cannon 
and Musketry. At the opposite party Lieutenant Keene gave 
them a general volley from 2CK) Europeans at the distance of 
aft yards which at one firing gained this battle. 1 

The battle of Coverepauk (Kavcripak), won by the skill and 
insight of Clive, deserves the dignity of an historical event. It 
destroyed the organised force which Dupleix had raised with 
so much difficulty; it increased the reputation of British arms, 
and it changed the balance of French and English influence 
in Southern India. After Ihefr defeat 4i a very considerable 
body” - of Rezza's troops retired into the fort of Coverepauk- 


1 Grm? MSB.: India, Yol H- r pp- 299-300. 

* Ibid., p. 291, Orine states (Vol. L» p. 21ti) : 


fr Part of Lh-e fugitives." 
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Clive .sent a summons to the governor, who was a Moor man. 
who answered that he was ready to submit to Mahomad Ally, 
but that the great numbers of Raja Salieib's forces which 
were in the fori would not suffer him to surrender,' 3 A party 
was sent to invest the fort, but before these got there, the 
enemy had retired and the governor submitted. 1 * 1 

On February 29 Clive wrote to Saunders and informed him 
that 

the enemy having possessed themselves of a strong spot of ground 
near Loverepauk, an engagement ensued wherein they were entirely 
defeated, an Aid Major, thirty nine French and eighlcHi Topasses 
made prisom-o, Ml their Cannon, eight large Tumhrills of Ammunition, 
above two hundred Barrels rif Gunpowder taken with a Number of 
Carriage Bullocks and every tiling else they had belonging to them, 
and had jt not been late in the evening not a single Man would Lave 
escap ch That the Head Jemldar of Chanda's Horse was killed and 
a great many French, and our Josh had hem pretty considerable, 
besides Ensign Keene, and Mr, Preston, a Volunteer wounded .'* 1 

On March 2 Give wrote that 

he had left a parly to watch Hie Prisoners at Coyerepaiifc, that 
having intelligence some money, EL-p hunts and all young Chundifs 
Ba^gnge was left at Velloiir Pet tali, he hod sent to demand them 
of Moortaz Ally Gann and intended proceeding thither the next 
morning to look after Lhtm, and after refreshing lus People a little 
should set out for this place. 1 " * 

Five days later he informed the governor 

tlial he Ss on his march hither, and on his approaching ChrUepul, 
young Cliunda n-tSFd to Gingee and from thence to Pondicherry, 
Itud he was encamped lo the Eastward of Ginger and hop d to be 
within ten or twelve mites of Pondicherry* to-day * 

The f * young Chunda ts did not receive a pleasant welcome at 
Pondicherry. For several days Dupleix would not jJW him 
to appear in his presence. On March 8 Clive wrote that he 

"was then encamped on the ground where Nazir .lung was rut off. 
In commemoration whereof a wry tine Choultry was tnch d, and a 
\ 111 age. Which Monument of Villainy he designs destroying and 
Expected to be here the liUi/ 1 & 

* Orine MS,: India, Yoh K. + p. 301. * Madras MS. Records, 

’fMd, 1 Ibid. *Ibid. 
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Orme converts the village into “a rising town pro¬ 
jected by the vanity of Mr- Duple Lx to commemorate 
that detestable action, and called Duplelx Fateabad or the 
town of Dupleix’s victory/’ He adds: “It is said that he 
was preparing a column with a pompons inscription in the 
French, Malabar, l J ersic and lndostan languages, which he 
intended to erect in the middle of the town, where he had 
already caused corns struck with symbols of the victory to be 
buried ” Macaulay in his essay on Clive omits the important 
words “it is said,’ the column becomes a “stately pillar,” 
“coins struck with symbols of the victory” become 11 medals 
stamped with emblems of his successes, they “ were buried 
beneath the foundations of this stately pillar, and “ round it 
arose a town.” From the records of the time we now learn 
that in order to commemorate a “ detestable action won by 
foul treachery, Dupleix had erected a splendid Best House 
for travellers on the battle-field. Both, in erecting a memorial 
and in the nature of the memorial he was following an ii.astern 
custom, and he did it to impress the llriental mind as to the 
power of tin- French j and Clive levelled the splendid choultry 
and village to the ground, thereby altering the native im¬ 
pression as to the respective powers of the French and English. 
The work of destruction could not have been very onerous, 
for three days after the receipt of his last letter Clive en¬ 
camped within the bounds of Fort St. David. 

«* ii Lb March.—At about 5 this afternoon arrived Captain Clive 
will) the Forces under his Command at Trlvi ndupnram whew they 
encamp’d, and orders were immediately Issued ouL for bringing m 
nil such Necessaries as were in want of Repair and to gel the same 
due as soon os possible, also that the necessary Supplies of Ammu¬ 
nition. <£*, for the use of the Camp be got ready with the greatest 
expedition." 1 

When the preparations of the detachment had been almost 
completed. Stringer Lawrence arrived unexpectedly at Fort 
St. David. He hart not been two months tit home when he 
was appointed Commander- in-Cl lief of all the Company s 

i M_nj ra s Mi>. Records — Diary. Marvh B# 
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military forces in the East Indies, “ on a salary of £600 per 
annum to which was added a yearly allowance of £250 in 
heu of diet money, servants, houses, and all other privileges 
nod perquisites whatever." 

At a Consultation held on Monday, March 16 , it was de¬ 
termined that 

“ The Military being very well refresh’d and the Stores for the 
-amp a| ready, ordered that the Forces march to-morrow evening 
th J q 111 . -^finy at frichiuopaly, and Major Lawrence acquainting 
' Boa, ' d '} a S^eablc to them he purposes proceeding with the 
roops mid taking upon him the Command of tile whok when he 
teds there, the Board entirely concur therein and his instructions 
hung accordingly draughted out are read, approv’d and ordered 
to be transcrib'd. Copy whereof follows: 

To Sthikqer Lawrence, Esq., f'.oiumnnder-ia-Chie} of the Com¬ 
pany's Forces in India. 

appoInUd you to the Command of the Troops at 
I nhmopoiy, you will proceed there with the Ihlnforcement now 
put unthr your direct tun; The situation of the Nabobs as well 

a :. J “, , Fol F > JU W|1 soon be acquainted with by the re¬ 

presentation of tin- Officer on Command, the former tnust be greaily 
superior. We would by all means have you press an e ng ~ 

knowl'd^* rr 1 ;^ Lh r * ar *' slrQ ' 1 ^" ^“^d to from a certain 
knowledge that they have applied to SnJabul Jung for a strong 

n f ay h r reaSCllitLly cS P ecl * d arrive sonu 

wrl nrdhnht tu ^ m rOIH '- Sfi0UiJ > ou P rove successful, 
itrj probably the enemy must abandon their Cannon. A* which 

v, ,?'* !f“ D H 1 * 5 "“IftS* 1 The Basslons of the Moon are ever 
fl Li l Luo ling, their friendship and alliance not to be depended on. 

P™yiding in n reasonable manner for the stcuritv 
of J jdchJnopoly, think it would be prudent to send them | 0 Dcve 
Lotah as the leaving them there might prove a disadvantage to us - 
, ° U l[ d , l , h ^ ?“ e * ny b:l '' L ' address enough to secure a HeUeat, you will 
Lc mindful that our Garrisons here and at Fort St, George are weak, 

S?J2f. S rr l T? u r U- may prt,Vint 1lum doIn S to our 

L uft l, ' a 7 t 0h * ,!^ S €Dns|UIli e or several Countries whose 

£i£5T,r, grfaUy Jm ^ nt tT0 "' 'V- must particularly 

WriT 'f y 7 n n T h 35 pnssibli; !l °J P"™** * harmony, 
rale us tons! antly the material EJist we may give you the 

pioper assistance. On your departure from Tricliinopoty you will 
i5,„T pj y* * F ° rCe “ y ° U iurffie ™<* 5 sary for the security of 

Dupleix had in vain implored Law to storm Triclinopuiy 
while Clive was at Am*■ he had planned the raid into the 
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British territory around Madras in order to keep Clive employed 
away from Trichinopoly* He had supplied llesza Sahib with 
reinforcements, but he had no intention that Rezza should 
light; but Re^za had fought, and was totally routed. The 
manner in which Dupleix bore misfortune was. however* 
worthy of Jiis gTeat ambition. Ilis cool coursige never failed* 
his high energy never diminished. The relieving column 
must be crushed. He sent Law every soldier he could spare, 
and wrote to him : 

■ Vr'ittt.z sur la route que suivent tea Anglais ; mm ami Hit a mrli 
a temps if est dr votre honnmr de dUrmre te srrours. - * , Taut 
dipi'tid dr re coup, \V nigiigpz rim pour riumr* Jr was latest carte 
ManchtJ* 

The weak, vacillating Law determined to wait till it reached 
the vicinity of Trichinopoly, and Dupleix added to him: 

JJ It sera pour font difficile dr pmuadtr an Prance que Irenie mill? 
h&mtnes m utent lami passer deux nUfte y embarrasses d un. ctiarroi el 
d'un transport eJfrogaMes. . . * Quaml cessem-uous dr rrmetfre d un 
jour d f autre pour alter au-deminl du conwl?” 

But neither taunts nor commands had any effect on Law. 

On March IT Stringer Lawrence, as commander of the 
troops at Trichinopoly, accompanied the relieving force, which 
consisted of 400 Europeans and 1.100 sepoys with eight field- 
pieces. It escorted a large convoy of military stores. There 
has been some weak, watery talk of Clives disappointment 
at being superseded by Lawrence* 4 ‘ The young and success- 
fill soldier,” says Malcolm, 11 placed himself under the veteran, 
whom he never ceased to regard with attachment and respect/ 1 1 
Young soldiers do not place themselves under a eouimniider- 
in-olucf. Macaulay writes: 

l " From the waywardness and Impatience of control which had 
characterised Ciive* both at school and In the coilnting-house, It might 
have been expected that he would not, after such achievements, act 
with iral and good humour in a subordinate capacity* But Lawrence 
had early treated him with kindness; and It is bare justice to Clive 
to say that* proud and overbearing as he was, kindness was never 
thrown away upon him. He cheerfully placed himself under the 

i “ MluioSk of Lord Clive," VoL U p 103. 
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orders of liis old friend and exerted Mraseli as strenuously in the 
second post as be could have done in the first. M 1 


Clive was the junior of all the young captains* and when 
he reached Triebitlopoly he would be under the command 
ol Gingeus, whose incapacity in the field he had witnessed* 
The arrival of Ids old capable commander must have afforded 
Clive considerable relief und pleasure. Clive’s own splendid 
success and rapid rise had aroused considerable jealousy* and 
many of the officers fresh from England objected to a lad 
of twenty-six, recently given the rank of captain, lacing ap¬ 
pointed second in command, Lawrence tells m that ** the 
uncommon success which attended the Arcot expedition 
" £ame peuple were pleased to term fortunate and lucky/* 
but he considered it was clue to ^ an undaunted resolution, 
a cool temper and a presence of mind which never left him 
in the greatest danger/ 13 

Most beautiful and attractive is the falher-like interest 
that Stringer Lawrence took in fostering the glory and advanc¬ 
ing the fortunes of the young soldier. It is refreshing to turn 
fi'oin the paltry jealousies and spiteful detractions of this 
time to Lhe frankness and simplicity of the official conminniea- 
tions between Lawrence and Clive* In their desire to win 
distinction by fighting their country's battles there was no 
alloy of selfishness, no feeling of rivalry. The brave veteran, 
a master o| the art of command, and the young soldier* fear¬ 
less, strong, self dependent, but always loyal* working to¬ 
gether, were the forces which mainly contributed to the success 
of the campaign. 

When Madras was restored to the English the authorities 
at Fort St. David wrote to the Court : “ As Fort St. George 
is much better situated for despatch of business of al) kinds 
than this place, we take the liberty of recommending it to 
\ our Honours to make that place again the Presidency.” B 
llii-ir Honours, after some delay, acted on the suggestion. 


1 Mjfciuliy’s EiSay dh Lord fJhw (“Essays" Vul IJI 
Lnwrenee's Narrative (CJtmbrfcl# : "War it, indy." 9 \ 
^ or t St. DavliJ MS. Rpccnis, 


p. 134)* 
14 ). 
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At a Consultation held on Monday, March 30, IT52 S we find 
the following; 4 " By the Company's Orders received )>er ship 
Dunnington, the Presidency is now remov'd to Fort St, George/ 1 
The President also laid before the Board for their perusal 
two letters from Major Lawrence, the contents of which were 
summarised as follows i 

HH That he had sent Captain Clive ? on his being near Tan Jour, 
to wait up Du the King [of Tanjorcj who treated hint very hand¬ 
somely, gave him great assurance of his regard tor Hit Company 
and heartiness in the present alliance and expressed a desire to con¬ 
tinue 1 always upon the same good terms with lhe English, That he 
had been inform'd Chunda's camp was reinforced with a hundred 
Europeans, seven hundred Seapoys and four Camels loaded with 
money, which addition he Is of opinion does not yet make them 
formidable. That lie should make what haste he could to Trfchino- 
poly when he shall give his opinion of the enemy's situation and 
the designs on them.” J 

On March 27 T 1752* Stringer Lawrence arrived within 
eighteen miles of Trichinopoly. “1 was met, 72 he says, “ by 
the commanding olhcer of artillery who brought me intelligence 
tlitst the enemy had posted a strong force at Koyladdy [Coilady] 
will i in cannon-shot of the road I was to pass the next day/ 1 
Lawrence at once dispatched his guides to find out another 
road. He deposited in the neighbouring fort of Tntmjapoly* 
“ belonging to the King of Tan]ore* 1T a part of his * 4 very large 
quantity of ammunition and stores/' in order that 11 it might 
not retard my march next day/ 5 1 Next morning Lawrence 
continued his march along the strip of land between the two 
southern branches of the Caveri with the intention of crossing 
the southernmost branch before coming in touch with Coilady, 

il By some mistake of my guide we were led within reach 
of the very post i wanted to avoid/* To draw off the fire of 
their battery, which among the baggage created considerable 
confusion, he ordered some guns from his rear to answer 

■ Jbitf. 

1 Camtaidgt: "War in India#* p, 22* Qrm* atatw that they arrived "cm 
thi? 26th of March" at GoILady and the next day passed Coilady* This docs 
uot a^rpq with Law tenet's JournuL Hive iti a Let let* da ltd Furl SL CrForgr. 
14th (f/c)> 1732* stales they arrived dS ncar Goilady” March 28, Hr On the 
29Lh in the niRriilng we pnrnied nur niarrh" <Orine MSS,: India, VeL Ll. p 
p, 475). 
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them, and be left :t g'luirrl nf 10fl Europcaos under Clive to 
support them. The mam body moved on slowly “ inclining 
to the left, which t,v ith a small toss brought us out of reach 
of their guns, upon which we halted till the party and guns 
came up.” 1 But the loss cannot he considered “small ” when 
we remember the few Europeans engaged. “In this affair,' 1 
wrote Clive, “ we had about 25 Europeans killed and wounded, 
besides blacks: the enemy who were under the protection of 
the fort would not venture to follow us into the plain, tho 
there was little or no difference in the point of numbers." 1 
After he had been joined by the rear division Lawrence con. 
tinned his inarch, crossed the southernmost branch of the 
Caved, and halted within ten miles of Trichinopoly, 

During the night Lawrence was joined by 100 Europeans 
and 50 dragoons from the garrison. At break of day he 
advanced towards Elirueseram, where the French had mounted 
cannon. He had not advanced far when an officer, who lmd 
ridden from the town across the broken plain, informed him 
that the enemy’s left was drawn up between Elimesc-rani and 
the French Rock, and their right emended from the latter 
height to their encampment on the Cavern Soon Lawrence 
came in sight of their vast host, and earnestly surveying their 
position, he saw that if lie passed north of EHmcseram, the 
direct route to the town, they would sweep home on him and 
coil his small army up rear ami front. Prompt were his orders : 
“ March south ; ” and at noon, half-way between E limes cram 
and the Sugar Loaf Rock, he found Dalton, who had stolen 
forth during the night from the city with 200 Europeans, 
400 sepoys, and lour field-pieces. The heat was now intense, 
and Lawrence ordered his troops to halt anil lake their break, 
fast. They had hardly sat down when the scouts came at 
good speed and reported that the whole of the enemy’s army 
was advancing, and their cannonade had put the Mahrutta horse 
to flight. The enemy soon galloped up, and forming with 
the rest of the native allies in the rear of the Europeans and 

1 Cn mb ridge : "War In India,’* p, 22. 

■ Ofine MSS.; Tndi.i, Vnl. If., p, «$, 
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sepoys, followed them slowly, CUvc having reconnoitred the 
enemy, reported that there was a large choultry (caravanserai) 
with some stone buildings not far from the front of the French 
battalion. Lawrence ordered him to advance with the first 
division of artillery and the grenadiers and seize it. Clive dirl 
as bidden ; the enemy opened a heavy fire and pushed forward 
their French battalion* But they had not advanced IS 00 yards 
when Clive reached the choultry* mid his guns opened fire. 
Then 

lf A cannonade ensued, without doubt. Tor the time it lasted* 
the hottest that lisd ever been seen on the plains of Indostan, for the 
French fired train 22 pieces of cannon and the English from nine* 
Such of the English troops as were not employed at the guns found 
shelter behind the choultry and the I nail dings near it, whilst the whole 
of the enemy's army stood exposed on the open plain, suflertng Lei 
proportion to this disadvantage.”* 

For half an hour the French battalion bore it; they then 
began to waver, and withdrew their guns* Clive continuing 
to advance with his artillery, the French retreated Lo their 
camp, 11 and left us*” says Lawrence, w to finish our march 
to Trichinopoly/' 

Clive, in his letter written in 1752. gives a brief account 
nf what took place that day, but he makes no mention of the 
important part he and IMlton played in the action! 

■■ On the 2SLh In the morning we pursued our march : at the 
distance of 6 miles Irani Tritcbenopoty we were met by our allied 
army consisting ot near 12000 horse ; they were In the utmost con¬ 
fusion having been put to the route by Chanda Saib who bad ad¬ 
vanced upon them with aU hU forces and a heavy Train of artillery, 
luckily we had been joined by 300 Europeans, 2 field pieces, and some 
Seapuys, this junction strengthened our detachment to GOO Europeans, 
1200 Seapoys and S pieces ol cannon: with this force we threw our* 
selves between the enemy and our scattered horse, and after about 
one hours brisk Cannon a dement, obliged the enemy to retire into 
their Camp and entrenchments : all the french hi general were there, 
but concealed in such manner behind a ditch or high bank that we 
could see nothing of them tilt they retreated : on the plain lay dead 
1 Elephant and 297 Horse, Adam Cawn the 2d In command was 
killed with abundance of Seapoys, besides the numbe r of wounded is 


* Ormi?, Vo]. L r p, 220. 
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very consider3Ilk. Our loss was trilling and not worth the men¬ 
tioning.*’ 1 


Lawrence was desirous to attack the French camp without 
delay ; hut the Mohammedan and Hindu allies insisted on 
waiting for a lucky hour. Thus precious time was thrown 
away. 11 On the second of April/' Clive soys, “ 400 Europeans 
& 800 Se&poys were detached in the night time to attack the 
Enemy's Block Camp. This design miscarried through the 
timorousness of the guide* hut whether the enemy had intelli¬ 
gence of the scheme and dreaded its consequences in another 
attempt, or were too much dispirited by the battle of the 
2nth March, they decamped the next day and took possession 
of Syringham Islam I and its Pagodas* 1 ' 1 It was a fatal move ; 
and Lawrence and Clive* with the instinct of good commanders* 
took advantage of it. They determined to divide their forces, 
as Clive says, that w T e might have it in our powder to cut 
off the enemy's supplies and communications with Utatoor* 
Volgonda and Pondicherry.** Lawrence in his narrative states : 
u Promising myself great success from the activity and vigilance 
of Captain Clive* I detached him with 400 of my best Euro¬ 
peans, 1200 seapoys and 4000 3 horse to take post on the other 
side. He crossed the two rivers about seven miles below Sr- 
ringam/' 1 Clive was the junior captain of the battalion* and 
ins seniors had to he reconciled to his being appointed to an 
independent command. The matter, however, was soon settled : 
"The Kahob, the Marattas* and Mysoreans demanded Captain 
Clive to command the army sent to Sumiavaram/' 5 

On the night of April 4 Clive took possession of that village, 
“ ira which are two pagodas about a quarter of a mile distant 
from each other, one on each side of the high road leading 
to Utatoar : these w'ern allotted for the quarters of Uic Euro¬ 
peans and Seapoys; ravelins were immediately Hung up before 
the gates, and a redoubt capable of receiving all the cannon 


1 Letter from Captuln Clive Lo Mr. Selionlng, Foil CiEorcrc, Mtli f 
t7n .—Orme MSS*: India, YoL IL t pp. 

1 Ibid. 

■Clive flivca Ike number as 3 F 00(J fitter emoted tupra). 

4 Cambridge; H, "WraTin India/* p. 24. 
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wa& consLrtinted to command tlic road to the north and south. 
The Moral:toes mid Tanjorines encamped round the pagodas/' 1 
On the 6th the enemy made an attempt to dislodge them, 
“ but were repulsed to their Camp,” says Clive, 11 with con- 
siilerahle loss. T The following day Lawrence w r rote to Clive : 

Trichesopoi.ly April 7lA 1752 

5 , Evening' 

SiHp—I have received yours & congratulate you on your 
success. Mr. dc Vurcille is arrived and on talking with him I have 
altered my mind as to sending my disposition and intend to be with 
you myself as soon as you let me know you have received this. I am 
Dear Clive 

Your most humble Servant 

String Ell Lawhenije. 

On Liar following day Laurence visited Clive to concert 
further measures. ** We agreed that he should make an 
attack on Pitehuuda, a place which they had fortified, situated 
on the banks of the Ctilertxm, opposite to Scringham, and com¬ 
manding the paAH of tliat river* But it was first necessary 
to storm LaJgoody, a mud fort where the enemy had a large 
magazine of grain . 171 Three days later the sepoys stormed the 
fort of Lalgoody, “ and found here a quantity of grain suffi¬ 
cient lor ten thousand men for two months.” a On the 13th 
Lawrence wrote; 4 

Trichinocolv April 1 3th 1752 

i past 15 mam 

Dear Clive,—1 have just received two letters from you , . * I 
shall send you all your supplies as soon as possible and the 
party of seapoys marched off this morning to Join you and I shall 
send Immediately Carriages and Cooleys for the Paddy £ would 

have you withdraw your party from Lojgoody leaving a careful 

Serjeant and six Europeans with such a garrison as you think proper 
to defend the place, hi answer to your second Letter you'll easily 
reflect that iL will be of full as bad consequence for me to divide my 
men as you yours, and I assure you Dalton's Company ar^ the greatest 
part of our Strength* so 1 would haw you to be certain of Omoda's 
yon's motions before you leave your pObt a* perhaps on their hearing 
Lojgoody Is taken they may halt at Coihiddy: if you hear they pro¬ 
ceed you can then march to intercept Lhem leaving the force you 

1 Qnnr. VnL l. p p. 225, i Cambridge : - - War In India" p. 24, 

1 Orcie p VoL L r p. 22S. * Qnne MSS.; India, VnL H. fc 453. 
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mention in your post which if I judge right of the runt ter h capable 
oT defending 1L agonist any the enemy can send: for I he rest I leave 
It to your discretion as yon won't he so far from your post but you'll 
be able in support it on occasion and i'll watch their mo Unas and 
be on their hacks if they attempt to disturb you: I shall send you two 
Guns with ammunition for the forL imd beg to hear from you often 
that I may be able io assist you with every thing you want* 1 
approve entirely of your sentiments that the effects found In the 
forf belong to your party £ every thing they may hereafter get 
while divided from me, Bui renumber that Arms or warlike Stores 
of any kind are no plunder for which reason iL is ordered here & 
you'll immediately give it out That sill Arms that shall be taken 
belong to Ehe Company, and for every firelock &. bayonet the men 
bring off they shall receive a Pagoda and that no one after victory 
presume to plunder Lill ordered by his officer on pain of death* but 
the EJTcet& are to be sold at outcry dc equally divided. My com¬ 
pliments to all Lhe Gentlemen and i am very sincerely 

Dear Clive 

Yours 

S. LAWWEjVCE. 

That same afternoun Lawrence wrote a letter to Clive 1 
which ho concludes ;ls follows ■ ±L I am highly satisfied that 
you take every prudent method of distressing the enemy and 
discovering their designs and God grant you success," He 
signs himself Dear Clive: Vour most sincere Friend.” On 
* l April liLhj 1 morning,” Lawrence wrote to Clive:- Si I have 
just advice that the enemy are marching down the island* 
Watch their motions & protect Latgoody & endeavour to pro¬ 
tect their escape by a forced march when you know their 
design; we are under arms and prepared to follow/ 1 He added 
in n postscript: 4L Iam not certain the whole party is marched. 
If the French are not I shan't move; nor do you quit your post 
intirely till you hear again, I leave all to your discretion.” 
Clive had to quit his post and act on his own responsibility* 
That same day* April I k he discovered from an intercepted 
letter to Lnw r why the French on the island were in motion* 

When Dupleix heard that Law had carried out his loog- 
cherished design of taking up a position on Lhe island of 
Scririgham, where he would be il dans tine belle concentration ** 
and security, his heart bled because he thought it was due to 
1 Oont; MSS,: ImlLi, Vul. IL, p, 459. * p. 4GU. 
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some grave calamity. He was in transports of rage when he 
discovered that Law had taken the step without consulting his 
officers ami against, the wish and advice of his allies, lie divined 
that the outcome of the move would indeed he fnr-rcaching* 
He knew that Lawrence was an able commander and Clive 
a dashing war-captain, and he foresaw that they would 
cut off Law's communication with Pondicherry. Without 
reinforcement, without supplies. Law would be forced to 
surrender. 

But obstacles both military and political only aroused 
the energy of B up lei*. He at once got together and dis¬ 
patched a substantial force and 5 field-pieced, with a large 
convoy of provisions and stores. He superseded Law* No 
amount of energy could, however, create a capable com¬ 
mander* He had to appoint tPAuteuil, disabled by age and 
gout. In the letter announcing to him his supersession, 
Dupleix wrote to Law with cruel irony: * L Je nuts 'perxuadS 
que cet arrangement va faire ptaisir a madame voter femme, qui 
nc disire que h moment de vou# knir dam srs bras™ On 
April 14 d'Auteuil arrived 16 at the streights of LTtatoor,” and 
Intended by making a large circuit to avoid Clive s position, 
gain in the night the river, and join the force on the island. 
When Clive discovered d’Auteuil 1 n intention, he saw at a 
glance the whole Importance of the crisis. He had no time 
to consult with Lawrence, lie decided that the most daring 
course was the best to follow. The story of his great exploit 
and romantic escape is well told by the hero in his simple 
narrative : 1 

" Dauteui! was now advanced as far as the streights of 
Utatoor with 100 Europeans, 500 horse & as many Seapoys, 
with a large convoy of military stores, provisions &. money : 
all these were intended to reinforce the army in the Island 
of Seri ogham which now Lagan to be in great distress. The 
intercepting this convoy was of the greatest consequence,- the 
fate of the two armies in a great measure depended upon 

i '* Att n rh niLiite by list- French In ITw N'S^lit mi Uw Camp nt Sunil a varans t 
and dive's Ev=npts. JJ —Ofm* MSS.: India, YoL IL, pp, ^2-j. 
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its arrival or non-arrival. Captain Clive was aware of 
this . . . his force was too small to attack this party & 
at the same time leave a sufficient force to oppose Captain 
Laws who might have attacked Summiavaram and Carried 
if before Major Lawrence could have tome to his assistance. 
Therefore the success of this attempt depended upon seeresy 
and expedition; accordingly Captain Clive quitted his sLrong 
situation with the greatest part of his force leaving his Camp 
ticc. all standing to deceive the enemy, the instant it was dark tic 
made xi forced march of about I t miles tic [? arrived] within about 
3 miles of Uttatoor when he received advice the enemy did not 
intend to move that night upon which he returned to Sumia- 
varum Sc gut there a little after day break. To explain this matter 
more fully it h necessary to observe that one of the two Pagodas 
was much larger and stronger than the other. At the large one 
was placed the whole body of Europeans with the greatest part 
of the Seapoys; the entrance into the gate was fortified with a 
strong ravelin. The oilier Pagoda being much smaller only 
a party of Seapoys was placed which served as a body guard 
to Captain Clive who slept in a Choultry adjacent. Between the 
two Pagodas as was said before run the great road from 
Tritchanopoly to Pondicherry* On this Road was erected a 
battery with dry ditch, parapet & Glacis. The enemy in the 
afternoon of the same day, and not before* received advice of 
Captain Clivers march, but none of his return- In consequence 
of which a party of SO Europeans & 500 Seapoys were ordercd 
to Lake possession of this strong post on a supposition that 
Capt + Clive was absent and had not leTL force sufficient to make 
any resistance. In this error the enemy continued till they 
approached the camp when their spy informed Captain Colhier 
he had just received advice the party was returned. This In¬ 
telligence the french officer disbelieved & attributing all to 
the cowardice and apprehension of the conductor pursued 
his march. It happened of this party near 10 men were English 
deserters with an English officer at their head. Upon being chal¬ 
lenged by the advanced guard of Seapoys the English officer 
advanced & in English told the Seapoy officer he was sent by 


The Siege of Trichinopoly 1S1 

Major Lawrence with a party to reinforce Captain Clive, 
This being likewise continued by all the deserters who spoke 
English also, so far convinced the Seapny officer of the truth 
that he omitted asking the counter word and sent one of his 
Seapoys to shew the party the head quarters where Captain 
Clive slept, and the enemy continued their march tiirough 
part of the Marat La Camp without the lensL disturbance till 
they came to the small pagoda when challenged by the cen- 
tries who were at the gate & at the choultry, they returned the 
challenge by a volley into each place. This immediately 
awakened Captain Clive who jumped up in his shirt, got out of 
the choultry and made the best of his w r ay to the great Pagoda 
where upon the alarm he found all the Europeans & Seapoys 
under arms. Captain Clive not having the least conception 
that the enemy could get into the middle of the camp with¬ 
out his knowing it* concluded as he was marching down at 
the head of his troops it was only some alarm at the outskirts 
of the camp & that the firing he heard was from his own Seapoys 
who are always greatly alarmed upon night attacks & tire, 
whether they see any one to tire at or not. His conjecture was 
the more confirmed in this persuasion when he approached 
nearer from observing the firing still continued & that the 
party bring had their backs towards the camp & their faces 
towards the enemy. Fully convinced of this after having drawn 
up 200 Europeans within 20 yards of the Seapoys he went 
among them and made them cease firing, upbraiding them w ith 
cowardice & striking several of them< But one of the Officers 
who understood something of the frencli language found out 
Captain Clive to be uii enemy and cut him in two places with 
his sword & then ran into the little Pagoda where Captain 
Clive immediately followed him to the entrance of the gate, 
when to his very great astonishment he found himself in the 
midst of six french* He made use of presence of mind up nil 
that occasion i told them if they would look out they would 
find they were all surrounded and would certainly he cut to 
pieces if they did not surrender immediately- This had such 
an effect that 3 of the men ran into the pagoda to give the 
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intelligence and the other 3 surrendered to Captain Clive 
who was returning with ft full design to demolish the Seapoys 
whom ho now knew for the first time to be enemies, hut they 
finding out their error likewise had stolen off. During this 
Lime oi ignorance and darkness wo had made prisoners of 
ft or ten frenchmen between the ranks; these with the other 
three who put under charge of a Serjeants party who not 
knowing the french were in possession of the pagoda con¬ 
ducted them there and found the place full of frenchmen. 
Such was the confusion and ignorance of the french also tJftftt 
they suffered the Serjeant Sk his party to return who reported 
to Captain Clive this matter ifc that the Pagoda was full of 
French. This Captain Clive then knew and was making the 
proper disposition for the attack of the Pagoda. Accordingly 
Captain Clive judging it of the utmost consequence to dis¬ 
lodge the enemy before they could be reinforced perhaps from 
the whole french army resolved to storm the Pagoda, but 
the entrance of the gateway being so narrow that not even 
two men could enter abreast an Officer & 12 or 15 men were 
kill^l in the attempt which proved impracticable. This being 
the case Captain Clive ordered a Platoon to watch the entrance 
oi the gate and was making a disposition to keep the enemy 
within the walls of the Pagoda & at the same time oppose the 
enemy in case they should come to the relief of their party 
when the french commander finding the desperate situation 
made ii sally at the head of his men. who was killed with the 
like number of men by the platoon stationed there for that 
purpose. A Iter this Captain Clive went to the gate of the Pagoda 
and being weak with loss of blood leaned upon two sonldicrs 
shoulders with his body projected & summoned the officer 
to surrender on pain of having no quarter. The English officer 
made no answer, hut immediately fixed [me, ? fired] his piece 
at 1 uptam Clive which luckily missed him but shot the two 
men who supported both through the body. The other Officer 
as well as the men seeing Lhe desperatenesa of their situation 
obildged the English ollieer as well as the rest of the English 
with themselves to surrender at discretion. Thus ended t his . 
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affair. The mifortuoate Seapoys who had so fortunately 
escaped the late danger were overtaken by the Mowxtta horse 
before they could get back to their camp and every one cut 
to pieces. Captain Clive found two Musket balls lodged in 
Jus hand escrutore at the foot of his bed and the servant who 
slept on the ground by him killed/ 5 

On April 1G Lawrence wrote to Clive: 1 “I rejoice at your 
success, Lis your wounds arc not dangerous* and if they spoil 
the beauty of your face they raise your fame in having served 
your country when you got them/* The same day he scut 
to him the following official communication : 1 

TarcmiffOPOLY April IG 1752 
No. 3> 

Ssh,—A s Kcisall was taken in arms against us after lie had de¬ 
sert ed our service* no commission of any kind whatsoever from any 
nation can he a protection to him ■ so let him be hanged immediately 
for an example and keep the other English deserters strictly guarded 
as I intend they shall soon share the same fate. Hancock will tdl 
you the rest I have to say. & I ant 
Dear Clive 

Yours very sincerely 

Stbjngeb Lawrence. 

The gunner who deserted yesterday *£ shewed the enemy the 
way to the Pagoda you will likewise order to be hanged imme¬ 
diately.—-S. L. 

Clive states In a note: 3 "'Kdsall hud been a pay serjeant 
in the Independanta and deserted to Pondicherry with the pay 
of his company. This man Dupleix made an officer. He w r ith 
three other Englishmen were hanged the next day/ 1 

Lawrence directed J that the other prisoners should remain 
with Clive, 

" till J Eippui.nl u time for fiddling them with my whole force, which 
can’t he till the day after to morrow: my scheme in It is Lhnt it may 
probably draw oul their whole force to attack m: if so you know 
whaL we have Lo do. If they give us tiu disturbance, yet currying Iturn 
in opi-n day lighl will have a great Effect on the minds of the people. 

1 shall send my watch to you & Hr an hour lor you to march that 
we may moot on the Coleman logeLher. I believe- the remains til 
the enemy arv too sick to altempt any thing against you. Fur 


1 Gnne MSSl : tndis p Vol. 1L P p. -162. 
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ymir prisoners, ii you pinion Ibtm all, iheir late behaviour to ours 
Wftti warrant It, so that you need not be over complaisant ii necessity 
requires your doing otherwise." 

Clive, however, did not think that the enemy were so 
decidedly worn out and shaken by recent events. The two 
I' rencli commanders might fall upon him by u concentrated 
movement while Lawrence, owing to the swollen state of the 
river, could render him no timely assistance. He therefore 
considered that the greatest part of the forces should he 
on his side, Lawrence did not agree with him. If he 
diminished his force, the enemy might cross the river Cavori 
and the road to the sea would be open to them. He wrote 
on the 20th: 1 

JiuL do you think it [ iliould make such a removal they aiv so 
stupid us not to pass the Covry which Is a matter of less diflleullv, 
and tiled the road is open to Caricawi. Your force is now superior 
lD mt ’ le so that 1 don't know liow to think of making any farther 
division or quitting my present post. If they are ignorant of vour 
‘strength tint's mir advantage and the passing over a rapid and 
raver, should you have notice of their designs, may fro opposed 
with a few men against ail their force, I need not sum up more 
particulars as your own judgment will List point uut to you what 
may be done but shall conclude with assuring you tbal it's my upinion 
1*11 lire more than n match, considering the Situation you are in, for 
all their force weakened and dispirited as they are. Pray let me 
hear from you with your further thoughts on this subject and as an 
interview (sic, ? interchange] qf letters is endless I should hi glad 
you'll give me your firm opinion." 

On the following day, April 21, the fort of Coilady sur¬ 
rendered to the Tanjore general l * on terms for the garrison 
to march out with their arms to Pondicherry,” * Law was 
now cut off from communicatioD with the east, and a con¬ 
temporary writer states: " From this time Chunda, the 

1 rench Nabob, began to suffer much by the desertion of Ihe 
black troops and want of provisions, ” a Clive sent a friend to 
headquarters to explain his plans, and Lawrence wrote to him; 4 

" Bul lhaL ™ “*»>’ thoroughly understand each uLher ! should 
e glad that on tbc jpeceipt of lhis you'll l^tn the command of your 

1 OrmeMSS.: Indli. VoL IL, p. -163 
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parly with Captain Chase, and come over lo me bringing with yon 
an estimate of everything yoti am possibly want for which you can 
cons lilt your train ameers." 

There is an indication of the nature of the scheme on which 
they agreed, Lawrence wrote; 1 

T RF.cn inopolv Apn7 27tfi 1752 

JVeS- 13. 

Dear Cltve t — I crossed the river this morning as I proposed 
which 1 had no sooner done hut a very heavy ruin fell; however the 
Coffry’s and Grenadiers marched to their posts £ took them without 
any Joss, but tin- rain con fuming and the powder which i was obliged 
to cany over in barrels being wet* aild to this the uncertainty of 
having it in oui pow r er to give a second lire, I thought it prudent to 
defer the prosecution of our scheme & returned willioul losing a 
man. A certain in stance of the cowardice of the enemy. As soon 
as we have our things In order I'll let you know- what i intend next 
which possibly may he the attack of Pitchnndah Pugoduh, if so I'll 
Ih on the island to sustain you. Let me know you have received this 
and any thing else that may occur to you. if it's fuir weather to 
morrow I r JI send the stores you want, and 1 am 

Dear Clive 

Yours very sincerely 

S. Lawbence, 

PS,—After we left the Island there was a long Tight between 
the enemy and our allies but I believe as usual with very link harm 
done on either side. 

lyAuteiii], however, remained at Utatoor. If Clive be¬ 
sieged the Fitchandah pagoda, d r Auteui] would certainly take 
the opportunity to make his way good to Seringham, lie 
must first be driven from Utatoor. Not a roan could be 
spared from Samiayerani* It was Clive's presence of mind and 
pluck which bud prevented a terrible disaster on the night of 
the Kith. Lawrence now saw that he must do what Clive 
had suggested—strengthen the force on the other side of the 
river. On April 28 he sent Dalton across the stream with 
150 EuropeuriSp 400 sepoys, 500 Mahratta horse and four guns 
to attack d’Auteuih At 5 o'clock the next evening Dalton 
arrived at a caravanserai within two miles of Utatoor. Here 
lie intended to pass the night * as his troops were much fatigued* 
Some distance in front of the choultry lay a village from w hich he 
1 Orrne MSS.; India. Vol. II F p r 4S5. 
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might be attacked. Dal Lon sent some dragoons to reconnoitre. 
They brought buck word that it was occupied by the enemy, 
and Dalton straightway pushed forward a body of Europeans 
and sepoys to dislodge them* “ This they effected with so 
much ease, tlmt T flushed with success* they pursued the enemy 
beyond the village. 1 ’ Suddenly they saw in full view dAuteuds 
whole force marching out of Utotoor. Xu time to form—a 
party of the enemy was upon them. The English officer was 
mortally wounded and Lhey fell back on the village, where 
they remained and sustained the lire of the enemy’s cannon 
until the rest of the troops came up*” It was now almost 
dusk. A hold and clever stratagem entered Dalton’s mind. 
In the fading light the enemy might think they were attacked 
by the whole of Clive’s force. He therefore kept only a few 
Europeans with the guns near the village, who played vigor¬ 
ously* while at the same time he divided his small detachment 
into two bodies, who marched to attack each flank of the 
enemy’s line. On seeing this movement d'Auteuil became 
completely- convinced that it was Clive’s whole force, ” and 
retreated with great precipitation pursued within a few yards 
of the walls of Utatoor.” 1 11 The Same night,” says Clive, 2 

” Mr. Dauteuil took the advantage of its darkness to quit 
Utatonr likewise* retreating to Volgtmduh and leaving behind 
him a large quantity of ammunition and store of good 
durst. 11 A few days after his success Dalton wrote to Clive 
as follows:* 

l>F-Aii <*UYK r —I bat! the pleasure of yours ]ast nlftliL and have 
rteeivrd the 2 Tumbrils* Camels about 41) Cooleys; I um going 
to send you back the 12 pounder as it can be of no sort of service 
hero &r with it the french ammunition. T send you 12 baskets or Claret 
each containing 15 bottles to rejoice the hearts of your Lads of war; 
the 11 olher baskets please tn forward immediately to Trkhenaptdy; 
10 are lor the Major- there! H likewise 2 ku Liles of Rappee snuff & 
a ham : Likewise one for yourself to make the wine relish : the 
arrack j shall keep for the people. 

I would have wrote the letter as yon advised me hut you never sent 
me a person to do it- The linsmSuy promised nie fail hi ally he would send 

HJnms YoL l. h pp. 230-1. s Orme AJS5,: India, Vnl_ U-, pp. 475-8, 
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me a Canlcoply [native clerk]* but he never thought more of it ’when 
my back was turned, I shall leave bore 20 Europeans, 100 Seapuys 
and 500 of the Toroor punes {peons], with ammunition and all the paddy 
that is in Lhe place, whirli is but a smalI stock. The Torroor [Tirurj Ghah 
has never been near me yet : I find tin Enemy have got into Yol- 
cntida,, and am afraid Lhal should l march that way* as in ail proba¬ 
bility I should not be able to get 'em out, it would be a surl of dis¬ 
credit to us, Tis true they are damnably frightened* and perhaps 
might not [arc ? run] of! Lho F a deserter that came this morning tells me 
they expect a reinforcement from Europe to proceed to their army: 
i am getting every thing in readiness to march, as soon as ever i get 
a Line from the old gentleman: perhaps he maybe olTended if I move 
wiLhoul JL Mr, Bodginruw has a mind to trot io Tricbenopoty 3 l 
don't find ht j has sent 300 horse to make their appearance near Voi¬ 
ron da as he promised me he would, If he bad pursued briskly in¬ 
stead of staying to plunder we might have destroyed their whole 
command. My coinplimenls Eu Iirnls, Chase, ^c r and believe mo 

Dear Clive 

wry sincerely yours 

J; Dauton. 

WooTATOORp iVfaJ/ bfh, 

P: S:—Upon second thoughts 1 won't scud Ihe 12 pounder till 
l bear from the Major. You*)) receive the wine Per Bearer. 1 
t-xprul news from Yolconeia this evening. Send back the Cooleys 
directly. 

On the morning of April 20 Law saw from the lofty gate¬ 
way of Seri ng ham Pagoda n long line of troops marching 
across the plain towards Utatoor. As Fse had not heard of 
Dalton's movement* he thought it was a part of Clive's force, 
and lie determined to cross at ottee the Coleroon* “with nil 
his Europeans and Sepoys and a large body of cavalry/' arid 
attack Samiaveram. Clive, on hearing that the enemy were 
crossing the river, set out with the greater port of his force 
to oppose them. He came in sight of them just as their rear 
had readied the northern bank. 

"Mr- Law, startled at the appearance of a force which exceeded 
his expectation, halted and formed his troops in a strong situation 
along tlie bank of the river. Beth armies remained in order of battle 
until evening! each having advantages which the other respected 
too much to venture to attack. Some skirmishes passed between the 
advanced Sepoys, and in Hie night the French recrossed Ole river." 1 


1 Onnc, Vol, L, p, 232. 
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Dalton now got orders from “ the old gentleman n to rejoin 
him. But on his return to Sarcuaveram he found that the Cole- 
roon had suddenly risen and cot of! all communication with 
Lawrence. The French post of Pitehandah could not receive 
any support from the island* and Clive had determined to seize 
the opportunity to renew his attack on Pitehandah, “I there¬ 
fore ordered him to continue with Mr. Clive,” says Lawrence. 1 
Dalton was Clive's senior* and Or me states that he put his 
detachment under Clive's command, k,L ami to prevent the 
disputes which might arise from the superiority of his rank, 
resolved to act himself as a volunteer.” 4 It was an action 
worthy of a brave soldier of warm heart, full of honesty and 
simplicity* 

While the batteries for the attack on the pagoda were 
being erected, dive placed the guns on a lofty mound close 
to the Coleroon. Beneath them within gun-shot thousands 
oi tents stretched their canvas, from the HoyaJ red to the 
white cotton cloth on two sticks. Multitudes of camp fol¬ 
lowers and servants, with women and children, were camped 
on the brown plain. Every horseman hud two servants* one 
to take care of his horse and the other to procure him forage* 
anil prince, general, soldier, and servant were accompanied 
by a harem or a single spouse. Vendors of provisions* dealers 
in luxuries plied their trade in the bazaars assigned to them. 

a movable town of shops where everything is to be sold 
as in their cities/* Elephants, camels, horses and oxen were 
picketed among the tents in different quarters of the camp* 3 
\\ ith the first light of the morning the six guns on the mound 
opened fire. A horrid din arose in the air. The trumpeting 
oi elephants, the neighing of horses, and the lowing of oxen 
were mingled with the cries of the womem. The tents were 
swiftly struck, and the frenzied mass of men and women 
and beasts swayed to and fro and then slowly rolled away 
between the pagodas out of the range of the shot. It was 
only a brief respite. As the crowd approached the river 

1 Cum!)rid £t: “War in Iadiu/ 1 p. 26. » Orme, Vbl h r p. 232. 
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Caveri the puns of Trichinopoiy opened on it* and, seized with 
a fresh panics it made its way down the island and took refuge 
below the Jumba-kLtrm temple. 

During the day the battery was finished and the next 
morning two heavy guns opened a lively cannonade on the 
walls of the pagoda. They soon began to crumble away. 
The continuous strain wwh however, too much for one of the 
great guns : it burst t killed three Europeans* and wounded 
Dalton* The other gun continued the cannonade s and by 
± f*m. the breach was practicable, and it was determined to 
storm and escalade at the same time. 

di The enemy f seeing the preparation* for the assault, were dis¬ 
couraged and beat the cliamacteu 1 The Sepoys, mistaking Oils signal 
of surrender lor a defiance* fired a volley, which killed the drummer* 
arid then, giving a shout, ran to plant the colours on the hreach. p,a 

Before they could be restrained by their European officers 
they killed several of the garrison. The rest surrendered. 
The joy of Lawrence at the capture of the temple was groat. 
He wrote to Clive: 3 

" I have just received the joyful news o! your success against 
PiLchunda by ynure of Sa-st night, Lho I was on the rock when you 
took It. I heartily congratulate yon on this glorious success as it 
has opened the way for us to join and put an end to Lhe war, and 
you'll hear a salute before this reaches you." 

The fate of Chanda Saheb's army was scaled. Law's 
communication with the north was severed, and the Indian 
camp was again exposed to artillery, Clive tells us that he 
“ began to fire at the enemy on the Island of Seringham with 
all the artillery, 10 or 12 Ps,, he could mount on the walls of 
Pitchunda.” 4 The renewal of the cannonade and the increasing 
want of provisions led the greater part of Chanda Saheb’s 
chiefs and officers to the determination to quit his service. 
They went in a body and informed him of this resolution. 
The blow was indeed a heavy one. But Chanda Saheb be¬ 
haved like a Mohammedan gentleman. He received their 
address graciously. He assured them that he himself intended 

■ Inviting in a parity. Set S, E. D- *,p. ■’ Ormr, Vo!. I., p, 234, 
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to propose that they should retire* He was deeply sorry that 
he could not pay them the whole oi their arrears, but he pro¬ 
mised them that he would punctually acquit himself of all 
his obligati mis whenever his better fortune should return. 
"As a proof of his sincerity he offered to deliver up to them 
thv greatest part- of Ills elephants, camels, horses, and other 
military effects whic h they received at a valuation in part of 
what he was indebted to them/ 11 On May I-l Chanda Saheb’s 
commanders sent into the English camp ollering their services 
or requesting a tree pass through their posts* The allies 
strongly objected : “ the Morattoes particularly, who do not 
rate the life of a man at the value of his turban were averse 
to the granting of any ferine which might hinder them from 
exerting their sabres to get the spoil/' - The English* how¬ 
ever* insisted that the passport should be given* On May 17 
Lawrence wrote: s 

Beau Clive,— 1 have this instant received yours and I believe 
yon know you can't do nic a greater pleasure than keeping strictly 
up to yaur promises and I beg you'll give Coop Suita and his people 
your protection a^dnsL any body that attempts to hurt tliem. I 
have sent to the Nabob to l-L Litm know bis baseness and 1 bat of 
his allies A am extremely sorry wc have any thing to do with people 
of so vile a character, 

I sunt two of your horses over tills morning before 1 relumed 
to this Camp* f intend Id go to ChcrccuiipoHum again to night and 
if it's by any means convenient I shall be glad to see you in the morn¬ 
ing as I have a great (many things to talk to you about. 

I ain Dear Clive 

Yours sincerely 

S. Lawrence. 

Two thousand of Chanda Sahel./s best horse and 1,500 
of his foot joined Clive, some the standard of the Mysoreans* 
and the troops of the independent chiefs followed them to 
their respective dominions. Ev May 18 not a tent was stand¬ 
ing on the island- Chanda Suheb occupied the first and second 
courts of the Pagoda uf Scringham with 2*000 horse and 3,000 
foot, all that was left of his vast host. The French occupied 
the other pagoda* for Clive states that, knowing the extreme 

1 Once, VoL l, n p. I!35. * JbfiL 
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veneration which the Indians owe to the sanctity of Sering- 
ham* they 4t had given preference ttj Jatiib&kkistna for the 
reception of all their battalion, and had avoided all occasion 
of frequenting the Pagoda of Seringham.” 1 

On May 18 Lawrence’s main body crossed the Color non 
and encamped to the east of the pagoda occupied by the French f 
li where some days after," says Lawrence* “ we threw up an 
entrenchment quite across from river to river, intending to 
wait there till we could get up heavy cannon from Daveeotah ; 
having but one 18 and one 12 pounder, artillery not sullicient 
to make a breach.” 1 Clive’s force encamped along the southern 
bank of the Col croon and the troops of the allies also drew 
closer the ring round the quarry- The circle was. however, 
a wide one, and Law might have broken out of it if he had 
made a vigorous dash. He was urged by l'hand a Saheb* an 
adviser more able and more bold than himself, to try a vigor¬ 
ous course. But he clung sullenly and obstinately to the 
belief that d’Auteuil would relieve kim r and Lhat he would 
be able to defend the pagoda until reinforcements from iVance 
reached Pondicherry. 

JTAuteiiil. pressed by the repeated and urgent solicitations 
of LaWj quitted Votconda in the vain hope of relieving the 
island. On the evening of May 27 Clive again stole out of 
Ids camp with TOO Europeans, l,00f> sepoys, 2*000 Mahratta 
horse, and six field-pieces to intercept him. Before daybreak 
he reached Utatoor and remained in the fort “ all that day 
and the ensuing night* in hopes that Mr. d Auteuil would 
inadvertently come near enough to give them hti opportunity 
of falling upon him on the plain before he could reach Vol- 
kondah,” 1 D'Auteui! arrived within seven miles of Utatoori 
mid hearing that the British were there in force he fell back. 1 

1 Orrne MSS.: India, VoL It, p r 307- 

1 Cain bridge: “"War in India/' p. ^7. 

3 Qnnc, Vol. U P* “38. 
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Clive, on discovering d’Aut cuU's route, at once sent forward 
small parties of Mahratta horse to harass and detain the enemy 
until his main body reached them. Forming his men in u 
column with two field pieces in front, d'Auteuil made his 
way across the plain while the Mahratta came surging around 
him. Between the mud walls of the town of Vnlconda and 
a dry river he drew up his small force. Six hundred of the 
English sepoys had, when in the enemy’s sendee, gallantly 
stormed the breaches at the assault of A rent. Clive had 
enlisted them after l he battle of Arni. disciplined them, led 
them in several actions, and by his power of command and 
his courage won their confidence and devotion. 11 These men 
no sooner came within cannon-shot of the enemy than they 
ran precipitately to attack them, without regarding any order. 
They received the fire of the enemy's cannon and musketry, 
which killed many of them but did not check the rest from 
rushing on to the push of bayonet.” 1 After a short tussle 
the enemy retired within the walls of the town. Clive tells 
us that he “ now gave orders for storming the pet tab,” * 
which after some resistance was effected. 41 During the 
storm Mr. D auteuil Mas informed the Governor had shut the 
gates of the tower fort, & determined not to be disappointed 
of a retreat of so much consequence, sent a party with sealing 
ladders who pot into the lower furt and opened the gates, which 
now received all the fugitives who were now retiring from 
hr] ore the storm of the suburbs. These fugitives were pur¬ 
sued so closely that the English had like to have got into the 
fort along with them. Captn. Clive now ordered the field 
pieces to be brought up to hatter the gate, at the same time, 
a constant fire of musketry which suffered nothing to appear 
on the walls.” 3 

Here Clive’s memorandum nhmptly ends. D’Auteuil, as 
the last resource, attempted to get into the fortifications of 
the adjacent mass of rwt, but the governor threatened to fire 
upon them if they used any violence, and as the English pieces 

1 Orrae, Vol. L, p, 238. * Onne MSS.: India. VoL II., p, 300. 
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were hound to hatter in the gate, he hung out the white 
and surrendered with his whole force. On May 3Q Lawrence 
wrote to Clive : 1 

ftcfarc Syringitvm Mag 30th, 1752. 

Dear Clive, —I have just received yours willt u great deal uf 
joy at your excellent situation and hope" a few hours will bring niv 
word that wc haw conquered the enemy. J hope you'll be troubl' d 
with hut few prisoners and leave those'at OuLitour under a guard of 
the Nabob's Sepoys assisted by an officers eoramaml of ours, to whom 
give special directions &. God bless you. Dear .Clive make haste here 
with tin- rest of your Command for I expect the great Guns to morrow 
and have every tiling ready to open ground .so I shall want your 
people for a covering parly as ours must be employed in tiie trenches 
and at the battery. 1 gave your Jllrcar 5 rupJes iiiid hope soon to 
pay another better: let me hear from you as often :is you can and 
above all things take care of making any terms with Llie Enemy. 

I am Dear Clive .. . 

lour sincere friend 

S. La whence. 


Clive was troubled with few' prisoners, as “ the horsemen 
and Sepoys were, as usual, disarmed and set at liberty." a Clive 
returned to his camp with the European prisoners on May 30. 
The following day the battering cannon arrived from Devi- 
cotah, arid Law received a summons to surrender at dis- 
cretidtt. He replied defiantly that he would defend the pagoda 
to the very last extremity unless he was permitted to march 
away with all the troops under his command. Lawrence 
refused to accede to his proposal. That night Chanda Saheb 
attempted to make his escape through the Tanjore lines. He 
liad paid the Mahratta commander of the Tan j ore troops a 
very large sum, and had promised him a much larger sum 
if he had him conveyed to a place of safety. At dusk Chanda 
Saheb set forth on l lie perilous road, and on drawing near 
the Tanjore lines he sent one of his oflieers to the commanders 
quarters who demanded an important hostage for his master's 
safety. The Mahratta calmly replied that no hostage would be 
a check to treachery if it were intended. To send an im¬ 
portant hostage would reveal the secret. Escape would then 
be impracticable. 


1 Orrne MSS.: tattlfl. Ycl, II.. p. -170. 
* Onnf, VoL I., p. 230. 
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M He, however, Look an oath, Lhe mossl sacred of a)J to an Indian 
soldier, on his sabre and poniard, wishing they might hi* turned Lo 
his own destruction if he failed in his engagements, which were to 
send away tlhunda'saheb as soon as he came into his quarters, with 
an escort of horse, to the French settlement of Karlcal. At the same 
time a Tanjorint officer assured Chunda-iaheb’fl that he was appointed 
to command the escort* and shewed Lhe pailankin and other pre- 
punt Lions which were intended for the journey. The two officers 
then repaired to a choultry, where Chunda-sahcti Mmself, with a 
few attendants* waited the result nf the conference. As soon as 
he had beard it related, he proceeded with the Tanjorine to Monack* 
jee's quarters, where, instead of the escort he expected, he was met 
by a guard patmling for him, who carried him with violence into a 
lent, where they immediately put him inLo irons*" 1 

Next day. .Time I f a conference of the native chiefs was 
held regarding the disposal of this important prisoner. Law¬ 
rence* who was present, states in his narrative that Mohammed 
Ali and Monakji, the Tanjore commander, 44 judged it very 
dangerous to let out of their I Kinds & man who had already 
given them so much trouble/ 1 The Mysore Regent and Moruri 
Ran* the Mahratta chief, kir were for having him hi their pos¬ 
session/' He adds ; “ Finding they could not agree, I pro¬ 
posed that we should have the care of him and keep 
him confined in one of our settlements: this was by no 
means approved, and we parted without coming to any 
resolution/ 12 

Immediately after the meeting of the chieftains, Lawrence 
sent another summons to Law, more peremptory than the 
former. But the obstinate Law was even then unable to 
realise that the sands were fast running out. He had heard 
a rumour of the French defeat at Voleonda, hut he would 
not credit how serious it was. He refused to believe (Clive 
tells us) that d'Auteui) was a prisoner till he was sent Lo him. 
w Dn seeing him he immediately desired a personal confer¬ 
ence with Major Lawrence/* 3 The conference was held, and 
Law put forward the pka that the peace which existed be¬ 
tween the two nations entitled him to expect from the English 

1 Graue, Vo!. L* pp, 241-2. 
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every mark of consideration for tlic French troops. .Major 
Lawrence replied “ that he acted in the conference only as 
the interpreter of the Nabob's intentions, with whom the 
English were in close alliance; and as a justification of the 
Nabob’s conduct, produced a letter in which Mr. Pup Ids 
had declared that he would never cease to pursue him while 
a single Frenchman remained in India.” 1 After some discussion 
a capitulation was signed in the Nawnb’s name. On the 
morning of June 3 Laiv came out of the great pagoda with 
some of his officers and conducted Dalton’s detachment of 
250 men into it, lt where they formed with their bucks to the 
gate opposite to the French troops who immediately flung 
down their arms in a heap and surrendered.” Thirty-five 
commissioned officers, 725 Europeans, " battalion men bear¬ 
ing arms.” besides 60 sick and wounded in the hospital and 
2,000 sepoys, became prisoners of war. Four 13-inch mortars, 
eight cohoms, and thirtv-onc pieces of cannon, besides large 
quantities of ammunition, stores, and carriages lL of all sorts 
in very good condition,” 3 fell into the hands of the victors. 
The Pagoda of St-ring ham was soon after delivered up and 
the remnant of Chanda Sahib's force, who were quartered 
there, were suffered to leave it without molestation. The 
Rajpoots illustrated their race, Clive wrote: ” The Raspoots 
in Chunda Saheib’s army amounting tn about 1000, on hear¬ 
ing that llr. Law was about to surrender to the English took 
the resolution of not quitting the Pagoda of Seringlmm, and 
of not suffering any others to enter it. They acquainted 
Mahomed Ally and his allies that they were not there in the 
intention of resisting hostilities as Enemies of war but that 
they were determined to fight to extinction in defence of their 
gods & the sanctity of this place which would be defiled by 
the intrusion of strangers .” 3 

When the British troops took possession of the pagoda, the 
Rajpoots ret used to quit the temple “ and threatened their 
victors to cut them to pieces if they offered to enter within 

* Orme, Vol. 1.. p, 213. i /bid., p. 

5 Qttnc MSS.: India. VoL II., p. 307. 






ig6 The Life of LoTd Clive 

tie third wall: the English, in admiration of their enthusiasm, 
promised to give them no occasion of offence.’ 1 1 

So ended with the blaze of victory the first contest for the 
city of Tiiehinopoly, the key of Southern India. It also ter¬ 
minated with a tragedy which wus at once most piteous and 
most inevitable. The aged head of Chanda Saheb fell under 
the sword of the executioner. After the conference held in 
Lawrence's tent, every one of the confederates attempted to 
get possession of the prisoner by bribes or threats. The 
Mysorean promised money, Mohammed All threatened re¬ 
sentment * and ihu Mahratta free lance 4t swore plainly that 
he would pay him a visit at the head of 6,000 horse.” n 
The Mysorean was terrified by these threats; the English 
had also proposed that they should have the care of him, 
and they might insist on compliance with their proposal. 
The same morning that the pagoda surrendered he had a 
conference with Lawrence 41 which convinced him that the 
English were his friends* and that they were resolved not to 
inferfere any farther in the dispute/ 3 On returning to his 
camp Monakji ordered the head of Chanda Saheb to be 
struck off. 

“ The executioner of this deed was a Pit an F one of Mouack-jee*s 
retinue, reserved for such purposes. He found the unfortunate victim 
an aged man* stretched on the ground, from whence the infirmities of 
sickness rendered him unable to rear himself. The aspect imd 
abrupt intrusion of the assassin instantly suggested to Gbunda- 
s&heb the errand on which he was sent. He waved his hanrh and 
desired to speak to Monack-jee before he died, saying, that he had 
something of great importance to communicate to him : but the man 
of blood giving no heed to his words, proceeded Lo his work, and 
after stabbing him to the heart, severed his head from his body." 3 

Dripleix, in his Memoirs, asserts that Lawrence himself 
ordered the death of Chanda Saheb, u which/' to use the 
words of Mill, L " it is difficult to suppose Dupleix must not 
have known to be untrue.” Mill, however, adds: 

" But it is true* that Lawrence showed an indifference about his 
fate which is not very easy to be reconciled wilh either humanity or 
wisdom. He Weil knew that his murder was, in the hands of any 

1 Orme, Vol. L, p. 244. ■ Ibid. * tbitL t p> 245* 
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ol them, the probably In those of some of them,, the certain conse¬ 
quence, ol their obtaining Lhe charge of his person. He ’well knew* 
ttaal If he demanded bun with flrrrines.Sj they would have all consented 
to his confinement in an English fori." 1 

Lawrence had made the ^suggestion that Chanda Saheb 
should be confined in an English fort and the confederates had 
rejected it. Me. acting as an ally of Mohammed AJj, had neither 
the right nor the power to dictate to the confederates. If 
he had the power, any attempt to use it was bound to lead 
to the execution of Chanda Saheb. Ho well knew that 
Mohammed All would never consent to so powerful and danger¬ 
ous a rival being in the bauds of the English. Wilks states* 
with the support of native authority, that Chanda Saheb 
was slain at the instigation of Mohammed AIL 

” It is a fact u l public notoriety/’ he writes,*" that bis bead was 
Immediately sent to that personage, and after being subjected to 
unman ly in mb, was delivered to Nuujeraj [Lhe Mysore Commander-* 
in-Chief] and by him sent to Setitigapatani; where it was suspended 
in a cheenka 1 over the southern or Mysoor gate, to be gazed at by 
jdie multitude during three days* as a public trophy of the victories 
in which the troops of Mysoor had certainly as yet burnt no very 
distinguished part- The death of Chun da Saheb Is hardly ever 
mentioned by a Mussulman* without noticing* as a visible mani¬ 
festation of Almighty vengeance, that be was treacherously mur¬ 
dered in the some choultry* in which, sixteen years before, be bad 
profaned the holy Koran by a false and treaebtrous dnLh to Lhe 
Kanee of Trichinopoly." 

1 Mill: 11 Hfftury uf India, 11 VoL IN., pp, 123--4 + 
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CHAPTER XI 

1T52 : CI.TVB’a 11 GLORIOUS CAMPAIGN " 

Teichinopoly was relieved, Lhe besiegers were beaten, and 
their candidate for the throne of the Carnatic was put to 
death* Lawrence now thought that he had only to place 
the Xawab “ in quiet possession of Im territories to the north' 
ward, where many places still remained with the French,-’ 1 
He considered Gingee ts was the only fort of consequence which 
could give us any trouble/ 1 He was, therefore, not a little 
surprised, when he pressed Mohammed Alt to march with 
his allies in order to reduce the rest of his province, to find 
him most unwilling to move. The explanation of the mystery 
was a thunderstroke to Lawrence. He discovered for the 
first time that Mohammed All had promise# to ** Lhe Mysorean " 
the possession of Triehinopoly and its dependencies its the 
price of his assistance* Xanj Ruj refused to march until the 
Nawab fulfilled his engagement. Mohammed Ali pleaded 
that the Mysorean could not but know that such a promise 
was never made to he fulfilled. He also advanced the more 
substantial plea that be should be prepared to carry’ out the 
agreement when Nanj Raj had assisted in the recovery of 
the rest of his dominions. 3 

" The Mflissareans, seeming satisfied/ 1 says Lawrence,*" premised 
to march and remove this objection. In confidence that they would 

u f Cambridge t «"War In India," p. 20. 
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folio w, we marched with our Europeans to Outatuor the itith of 
Jude, but not finding our allies, or the Nabob follow us p we returned 
the Ifith of June, hearing that Morarow with his MmalLas intended 
putting a stop to the Nabob's march/' 

Lawrence endeavoured to reconcile the chiefs* but he found 
that Morari Rao T the Mahratta leader, wanted to get Trichin- 
opoly once mare into his own possession. 

" An agreement therefore between the two contending parties 
never could procure It him, wherefore he separately advised both 
not to give up their pretensions, hoping a breach would give him 
an opportunity to effect what he saw was not to be obtained by 
another meLhud." * 

The Madras Government determined they would take no 
part In the dispute unless an attack was made on the Nawab. 
Then as auxiliaries—not mercenaries* as Wilks states—they 
were bound to interpose. IS they allowed the Mysore chief 
or the Mahratta captain to gain possession of Trichinopoly, 
they would lose all the advantages for which they had spent 
blood and treasure. The return of Lawrence to Tiichinopoly 
led to an agreement. The Mahrattas and Mysoreans wanted 
the English to quit the neighbourhood* for both hoped that 
then by strength and stratagem one of them would gain 
possession of the city. 

" The Nabob made over to the regent the revenues of the island 
of Serin ghanl, and of several other districts, imp owe ring him to col¬ 
lect them himself j promised again to deliver up Trltehaitopoly at 
the cad of two months; and in the mean time agreed to receive 
TOO meB p provided they were not Morattoes h into the cily." 31 

Tike Regent of Mysore with his force was to accompany 
the rest of the combined army and assist the Nawab in re¬ 
ducing the Arcot or northern province* Neither side hud any 
intention of keeping the fresh agreement. 

On June 28 Lawrence again set forth with 500 Europeans 
and 2 n 5W> sepoys, accompanied by the Nawab at the head 
of 4,000 horse, but, in order to frustrate any attack on Trlchin- 
opoly, he left a garrison of 200 Europeans mid 1 + 500 sepoys under 
the command of Captain Dalton* The Tun j urines and ^oligars 
1 Cambridge; « War In India/' p. 30. 1 Gmu% VoL L, p. 2S0. 
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returned home. But 41 the Mysoreans and Mar at toes remained 
in their encampment to the west of the city, placing a detach¬ 
ment in Seringham Pagoda, which the Nabob had permitted 
them to take possession of. 3T 1 They “ every day talked of 
following the Nabob/ 1 On July 7 LawTence arrived before 
Trivadi (Tiruvadij, about fifteen miles from Fort St. David, 
and found a garrison of French sepoys in the pagoda, who 
surrendered on the first summons* The troops encamped in 
the neighbourhood* and Lawrence left the army under the 
command of Captain de Cingen* ' l being in so but! a state of 
health that I could not keep the lieliJ. ,M 3 Clivers health had 
also been broken by the strain of the defence of Arcot, followed 
by the brilliant but toilsome operations before Trichinopoly 
at the hottest season of the yew, and he, too. left the field 
and proceeded to Madras. 

Lawrence and Clive had good reasons for considering that 
further important operations would be suspended (or a time* 
14 Our forces were not very considerable ; we had lost a great 
many men; there was a strong garrison left in Triehinupoly 
and we had but few recruits that year. 11 3 Lawrence was there¬ 
fore surprised when he heard that the Governor of Madras 
liad* at the earnest request of the Nawab r dctcrniined to lay 
siege to G ingee and vainly hoped to complete the discomfiture 
ol the French by capturing the only important fortress that 
remained in their hands. “ ill as I was, at that time with the 
fever/ 1 says Lawrence, 14 I set out from Fort St, David for 
Madras p to see the governor, and try if I could dissuade him 
from the attempt, 1 But Saunders was hard to dissuade. lie 
listened to the reasons put forward by the military commander 
and merely replied bL that be had ordered a party and it must 
go." 4 

On July 23 Major Kinneer, who had lately arrived from 
Europe, left the camp with 200 Europeans, 1,500 sepoys, and 
GOO of the Nawab’s cavalry. The next day he reached the 
fort of Villuparam, twelve miles north of Trivadi, winch 

1 Orme. Vat L p, 2&0, 1 Cambridge; « War \n India" j* It 

■ /Mrf., p. 32* 1 /W4, p. 33. 
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surrendered without resistance* Continuing his march, lie 
rapidly passed through the flat country and reached the fool: of 
the mountains which girdle iringee for ten miles. A few strong 
passes pierce them* Kinneer made his way through one of 
them without opposition and encamped before the fortress on 
tile 2tith. He summoned the garrison to surrender. The 
commander answered with civility that he kept Lhe place 
“for the King of France" 1 and we 4 determined to defend it. 1 
Kintjeer could not compel him to yield, for lie had neglected 
to wait for two pieces of battering cannon, together with am¬ 
munition and carriage! which hud started from Fort St* Duvid 
under an escort of lut) Europeans.- 

The catastrophe at Trlchmopuly was a grave blow to 
Dupleix and his plans. But the vain, passionate nature of 
the man could defy despair. He was always ready to grapple 
with the last disaster. His magnificent talents* his extra¬ 
ordinary energy, enabled him to frame and carry out fresh 
expedients for the reinovixl of the perils which threatened his 
wide aspirations. The instant he heard of the surrender of 
Law he began to intrigue tlirough his wife with the Regent 
of Mysore and Hie Mahratta chief to gain them as allies. He 
promised the Regent of Mysore not only Trieliinopoly, but 
gave him hopes that the kingdom of T&njore might he added 
to it. When Chanda Saheb’s fortune was on the decline 
Bossy persuaded Salabat Jang, who had assumed the office 
of Viceroy of the Deccuii, to issue a commission appointing 
Dupkix governor from the River Kistna to Cape Comorin. 
The commission, “ with several other pompous patents* was 
sent to Pondicherry and Sakibut-jing promised they should 
soon be followed by an embassador from the Crcat Mogul.™* 

1 Grtne* YcL t. p, 257. 

■ CairiLrlJ^: “ W^r In Intilia 14 cuurativ*K p. 31 

1 Gnne, Y.uL_ L p p. ‘256. CnwrtsiiM writes : Hi The EuppuRtni nit^wpger from 
I Jelly was recflvt-il with all Lhe honour and ceremony usually paid Lu an um- 
bfassudbr Irtttn tli-- l iiml thul nu filing rtjl^sil he W Aiding to compel 

the farce, Mr + Pufilcix himself p in IJic country' maiuttG wiUt mfctslck JmJ dmicinp- 
glrls before him, siuunled tin an elephant, received with due reveitento from 
Ihu hundfl of the ptctvoM nmbtis&adur, hli commission from lhe Moguls Jind 
111 cnnSRfpJccicu of his appointment. &&\u nut nii udders- Itum llLut time as siiL-h ; 
ht even kept his DurLmr or court* sot on a torn, urnl received presents from 
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On the death of Chanda Saheli + Duplrix published these man¬ 
dates, held his durbar, and exhibited on all occasions the 
oriental pomp and marks of distinction which he assumed, 
as the Mogul's Viceroy. The fianad from the Emperor was 
forged, but in virtue of I he authority supposed to be derived 
from it Duplcix proclaimed Rajah Saheb + the son of Chanda 
Saheb, Nawab of the Carnatic, 

The surrender of THvadi increased the gloom and anxiety 
at Pondicherry, hut it merely roused the ire of Dupleix and 
made him eager for the FrencJi troops to take the Held. They 
were few in number. It was the season of the year for the 
ships to arrive from Europe with reinforcements. The horizon 
was anxiously scanned. On July 16 two broad sails were 
seen ; 1 they were the Hour bun and the Centmne, and they 
brought the greatly-desired reinforcement. It consisted of 
500 raw recruits badly armed. As soon as they disem¬ 
barked* Dupleix proceeded to 4t sort out L1 the best of them 
to form the corps destined to operate in the Carnatic. The 
process of selection furnished him with 200 men ; the remain¬ 
ing SOD he sent at once to Russy and gave orders that they 
should be drilled on the march and bent to discipline. In 
order to increase the strength of the Carnatic army corps, he 
landed LjO sailors and replaced them by Lascars* 9 Dupleix 
appointed his nephew, the Chevalier de Kir jean, who had dis¬ 
tinguished Idmself by Bussy's side, to command the Carnatic 
force, and h j was busy completing with characteristic energy 
the arrangements for their taking the field when he heard that 
Kinnecr T s detachment had marched for Ginger Two courses 

h\b council □& well in Hie ositiTei, like b Prince of tlic country; am! thus t-n- 
d e-avnnrLil to Euppqrt tins character at SuLali of Ike Deckan, ir —Gumbrldge : 
n War In India ,r (Lawrences narrative), p> 31. 

1 u Dupldat, 1 * by Ttbuliv Hiimonl, p, 21G. The dUcrejHiney lo bv seen In 
the ilptts given by Hymont, Lawrence, and Orme is due lo the change In the 
calendar, 

' Ibid., jj. 217. Lnwrencr (Cambridge: ** War in IndiaZ 1 p. 31j, writes: 
11 The surrender o! Mr Law happened at thut senson of the year, when ihe ships 
arrived from Europe, and brongbl u burge rrlnfnrcernent,. tu ’which Mr. Dupleix 
nddril nil Die sailors from the Company's ships, EEruJiug Lascars on board lo 
navigate them to Chin** 1 * Oune |Vol. L, p 4 256| converts thii intot The 
Linm3.il ships, from France arriving al the lime Mr. Law surrendered, brnughl 
a Large rebifulcrniEiit to Puiullchcrry which lie I i\n reused by taking the Sailors, 
and tending Lascars on board to navigate the ships to WmJ T 
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wrre now open to him. He might attack the force left at 
Trivadi, or he might cut off communication from the base 
of Kinnecr’s operations by placing Oc Kir jean somewhere in 
His path. Dupleix chose the second course. He sent orders 
to Bernier, who commanded at G ingee, to defend himself ta 
the last extremity, and he dispatched Dc Kir jean with 300 
Europeans and EGG sepoys and seven field-pieces* He in¬ 
structed him to choose a strong position between the three 
routes from Pondicherry and Trivadi to Gingee, and \m sug¬ 
gested the town of YikravandL Dc Kir jean followed the sug¬ 
gestion and took possession of the town, which was on the 
high road “ and not far distant from the pass through which 
the English had marched,” 

Kinneer, finding that without battering guns he liad no 
prospect of taking Gtngee and that the French were attempt¬ 
ing to cut off his communication, immediately repassed the 
mountains. Having been reinforced by troops from Trivadi* 
he marched on July 2G tL with 300 Europeans, 500 sepoys, 
a company of L'offrces, and 2,000 horse to give the enemy 
battle,” 1 and found them posted in a strong position. The 
greater part of the town was surrounded by a stream whose 
bank was lined with old ruined houses which acted m a parapet. 
The opposite bank was as high as the houses* The French 
were drawn up beyond the outwork bank; but as soon as the 
English field-pieces began to play, they poured across the 
stream “with precipitation, and the appearance of fear,” The 
ruse was successful. The English, leaving their field-pieces, 
advanced rapidly to the bank and opened a tire of musketry* 
A fearful storm of missiles came upon them from the line of 
old houses. 

Si The company of En^lhli Coffrees were first Hung into disorder 
by carrying o!T their Wounded us they dropped, ami soon after took 
flight ; they were follower] by the Sepoys ; and Major Kinder in 
this instant receiving a wound which disabled him, the Europeans 
began la waver likewise. The enemy perceiving Ike confusion, 
del ached 100 of Lhoir best men, amongst w hich were 50 volunteers, 
who, crossing the rivulet briskly„ advanced to the hank. The 

1 urmc, Vol* L, p + 25S* 
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vivacity of this unexpected motion increased ttie panic, and only ]<! 
grenadiers, with two ensigns, stood by the colours; these indeed 
defended them bravely, until they were rejoined by some of the 
fugitives, with whom they retreated In order; and the French, 
satisfied with their success, returned to the village, having, with 
very little loss to themselves, killed and wounded -10 of the English 
biillallan, which suite noil in this action more disgrace than in any 
olhrr that had happened during the war: Major Kiueer was so 
atfccted by it, that although lit- recovered of his wound, his vexation 
brought on an Illness, of which he some time after died." 1 

Dupleix, greatly elated by this success, reinforced the 
Carnatic corps with all the men he could send into the field. 
After taking the fort of Yillupuram, De Kir jean with 150 Euro¬ 
peans, 1,500 sepoys, and 500 horse marched on Fort St. David 
and encamped to the north of it “ dose to the bounds.'’ The 
English and the Nawub’s troops quitted Triviidi and encamped 
at a redoubt 41 in the bound hedge 11 three miles to the west ol 
Fort St. David. They remained inactive. They had no com¬ 
mander competent to lead them, to victory, Lawroncc and 
Clive were at Madras. On the receipt of the unwelcome in¬ 
formation of Kinneer’s disaster and the t hreatened attack on 
Fort St. David, Saunders determined to dispatch at once to 
its relief one of the two Swiss companies which had re¬ 
cently arrived at Madras from Europe; and in order to avoid 
the risk and delay of a march by land he determined hi send 
them by sea. He thought as peace subsisted between Great 
Britain and France, Dupleix* would not dare to violate the 
English colours on the high seas. He therefore had the force 
embarked immediately in the light boats of the country. 
Dupleix, on hearing of their embarkation, " sent a ship out 
of Fuinliohery road, and took Captain Schaub ami his whole 
company, and carried them into Pondicfaery, and there de¬ 
tained them prisoners of war. ’ In Madras and in England the 
capture raised the most hostile feeling. Lawrence considered 
it an action against the law of nations, and an open violation 
of the peace then subsisting between us and the French; sacred 
here, as well as in Europe, though we were allies in different 
causes. Dupleix, however, 11 insisted that the capture was as 
1 ormf, Vol. L, pp. 2S8-0, 
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justifiable ns that which had been made of his own troops at 
Serlngham/" 

As soon as the news reached Madras of the capture, Law¬ 
rence, “ ill as T still continued/ ? embarked with the other 
company of the Swiss on board the Bombay Castle and arrived 
at Fort St. David on August IQ, The next day he took com¬ 
mand of the force consisting of iOO Europeans. 1,700 sepoys, 
and 1,000 of the native troops with eight field-pieces. Dc 
Kir]can, discovering that he was about to be attacked, broke 
up his camp and fell back on Bahur two miles from the fort. 
Lawrence followed ; Do Kirjean again went back and encamped 
between the bound hedge marking the limits of Pondicherry 
and Villanur. “ I attacker! their advanced post at ViUenour/ 1 
says Lawrence,, 114 but as they would not support it 1 could 
do no more than drive out that party, my orders not per¬ 
mitting me to follow them into their bounds/ 1 Seeing that 
they had no intention of leaving their bounds, Lawrence now 
affected fear and retreated precipitately to Bahur. The 
impetuous DupleLv fell into the trap. He 

" ordered Do Kerfcan to follow u&, conjuring him to improve tJm 
minute, and make the proper use of our fesus. De Kerjean, sus¬ 
pecting it might be otherwise, represented his thoughts of aur retreat, 
which only procured him a more peremptory order, to march after 
us immediately ; for Mr. Duplcix laid him he was convinced we 
would uuL fight, that he expected the Prince 1 every hour with Mr- 
D« la Touche, who should instantly supersede liim. ir a 

De Kir jean yielded to the threat, and, leaving the bounds, 
marched within two miles of Bahur. Lawrence determined 
to attack him next morning. On August 26. at 2 a.m>, his 
little force was under arms, the sepoys in front in one line; 
the European battalion formed the second with the artillery 
divided on tlie flanks. A high bank on the left flank extended 
to the French camp. Behind it was posted the Xawab's 
cavalry w with orders to march as we did. 11 The force advanced* 

111 The Prince wds a wry Lirge French company'* aldp h with 700 mtn Y and 
promts fram the French king for the M&gul, SalAbalxliig, and Chtinda Saheb; 
%he was burnt on her parage to India, njid scarce a man ■Cambridge: 

M War in India/ 1 p. 35> note, * p. 35 
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and the sepoys placed in the front line to ascertain the strength 
and position of the French European battalion were challenged 
a little before the break of dawn by the enemy’s advanced post* 
and not imswersng> received thefr tire and returned it T still 
marching nn + When the light came, Lawrence saw the 
French battalion five hundred strong drawn out a little upon 
his left, 

" L On their right was the hank I mentioned before, and 
on their left a tank or pond of water* which obliged us to 
incline, to make our front equal to theirs/' As the English 
force advanced they were saluted by a brisk lire from the 
enemy’s cannon. 14 The small arms soon began/ T says Law¬ 
rence, “our men advanced firing, and the French stood their 
ground, till our bayonets met/’ After a rough death wrestle 
the English grenadiers broke the enemy's centre* and their 
whole line became a ruin* “ They then threw down their 
arms, mid ran for it/* 1 This is the battle of Bafiur, famous 
in Indian military annals as one of the very few actions on 
record where bayonets were fairly crossed. More than a 
hundred of the French fell by 41 the queen of weapons ” alone. 
Three commanders and fifteen oHicers were made prisoners* 
Their artillery, with all their ammunition, tumbrils and stores, 
became the spoil of the victors. 

The victory was followed by far-reaching results. Law¬ 
rence had struck so severe a blow that Dupleht could not take 
the field until reinforcements should arrive from France, The 
fame of the British arms, which had been tarnished by the 
failure of the Gingee expedition, was restored* and the intrigues 
which Duplets had carried on with the Regent of Mysore and 
Morari Rao with success were shattered at a critical moment. 
They had sent ambassadors to Pondicherry, a treaty had been 
concluded, war resolved, 3.000 Malirattas, ** commanded by 
Inn is Cawtt* the next in rank to Morarow/* - were m then- 
way to join the French* when they heard the news of the British 
victory at Bahur. Iiuiis [Yusus] Khan halted on receiving 
instructions from Moran Rao; 

1 Cambridge; " War In India/* p. 3{J. a /Aid,, p, 3?. 
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" ho joined the Nabob, with ureal protestations of friendship and 
seeming joy at the- late event, pretending to lament that he bad 
not come up in tune to have a share Ln it ; and in order to accom¬ 
plish his intention of getting money, he did not hesitate to take the 
oath of Ikk-iily to the Nabob.” 1 

On September 18 Lawrence marched to Trivadi with the 
intention of devoting Lhe time before tlic north-east monsoon 
began to the reduction of the country northward from Pondi¬ 
cherry to the PaJar. Within half a mile of the northern hunk 
of that river, about thirty miles from the coast and forty north¬ 
west of Madras* was situated the strong fort of ChinglepuL 
North of Chingkput nu the coast was the fort of Covelong, 
“called by the Moors SaudeL Bunder," about twenty miles 
south of Madras, They were both regularly garrisoned by 
French troops. European and native. In the hands of the 
French Covehmg was a perpetual clanger to Mat3ms, and 
ChingkpuL a grave obstacle to Lawrence establishing the 
authority of the N a wall in the centre of the Province* Governor 
Saunders therefore determined to capture both these strong¬ 
holds before the reinforcements from France, which were 
daily expected at Pondicherry, arrived. On August 31, 
1 752 s 

“ The President acquaints the Beard that he had concerted 
with the Nabob measures lor reducing Saudet Bunder Fori and 
Changk'put to Ills obedience which they are of opinion will greatly 
contribute to the tranquility ol the Country ;ihoul us + as these places 
glw the enemy opportunities of making frequent incurs ions into 
our Villages of Poonumallre. SL Thonii, and that Hie Nabob 
had promis'd (if the Plan be approved) to send a Detach mi? oL of 
his Troops to join what Forces we can assemble wit lion i weakening 
the grand Army and attempt the enterpilie* whereupon it is debated 
haw far we can be assisting therein, as the French Colours are hoisted 
on the former, and it being considered that although these places 
are now in possession of the French* yet as they bold them only by 
right of Conquest, without any Cession, 1 a- gal Grant or Phlrmaund, 
the Nabob s natural claim to them as Governour of the Camatcek 
t*ountry remains unimpeach'd and in tills light we are ol opinion 
that we may agreeable to the Law of Nations or nulier the custom 
of Europe (not to mention the example shewed us by the French 
jji attacking AreuL and Co daddy* where our Colours were tlyiiig)^ 

1 Onae, VoL L, p. 265* 


2o8 


The Life of Lord Clive 


without infringing the late Treaty of Peace between our Sovereign 
and the French King, assist the Nabob* in consequence ol our alli¬ 
ance with the drear In recovering these places, it is I he ref ore 
agreed that Captain Clive with what Forces can be spared from this 
Garrison and such as con be drawn together from PoonaiuaUec, &c. s 
proceed to join a Detachment of tbt 1 Nabob's Troops and In con¬ 
junction with them undertake Ike Seige of Saudct Bunder Fort/* 1 

At seven-and-twcnty Clive came again to Fort St* George 
with the honour which he had won* The defence of Areot way 
really a brilliant and romantic piece of work, and the battle 
of Cover epauk and the operations before Triehinopoly brought 
Fresh glory on the hero of the hour. In his great manoeuvres 
and operations he had shown that he was gifted with the 
quick eye and intuitive powers of command* and in repairing 
an error or meeting the blows of fortune he showed coolness 
and tenacity and a strongly tempered soul. What Napoleon 
said of Frederick the Great was true of Clive: 14 He was 
especially great at critical moments.” Like Csesar, Crom¬ 
well, or Napoleon, Clive had great administrative ability united 
to a genius for war. Like them, he won victories and per¬ 
fected his command of the instruments and means by which 
he won them. However wild and degenerate the young 
recruits might be, he discovered the sound stuff that was in 
them and by discipline converted them into effective soldiers. 
He had a wonderful understanding of the nature and humours 
of Orientals; and the sepoys, elevated by the confidence he 
placed in them, rivalled their European comrades in many a 
gallant deed* He had not a gracious person, he possmed no 
ornament of discourse* nor any of those talents which win 
the affections of acquaintances, but no man was more beloved 
by his friends. Lawrence, Dalton, Maskclyne, Repington, all 
the signal men of the time,, show by their letters how greatly 
they esteemed his spirit, generosity, and sincerity. His purse 
and his influence were always at the disposal of a Friend. During 
his ten years" service he had amassed by private trade* batta t 
and prize money a moderate fortune* In December, 1750, 

1 Selections hum Use Letters, Dopjlcbet and o thpr St site Papers piu*rrwd 
In Hie Madras SfcrWarint (Give Series), edited by George W. Forrest. 
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Robert Grme of Calcutta uuule Ordain’d Authoris'd Con¬ 
stituted and Appointed * . .and in my stead and place put 
Mr. Rubert CUve of Fort St. David to be my true Certain and 
Lawful Attorney*" 

Eight years before, Robert Orme had arrived in Calcutta ; 
he became an assistant in the house of Jaeksun and Wedder- 
bum, at that time the first English mercantile firm in India— 
Mr* Jackson being one of the- Council, and Mr* Wcdderburn ( <s of 
the same family as the late Earl of Rossi yn ”) a free merchant. 
While with them young Orme made a voyage round the Penin¬ 
sula to Surat in one of the freight ships, “ as they are termed " ; 
and iL was on his return to Calcutta in 1713 that he found 
he was appointed from England to be a writer in the* Com¬ 
pany^ civil service, in which he continued between nine and 
ten years, becoming, after the first five, a factor. As writer and 
factor, Or me* in accordance with the Company's regulations, 
exercised the right of internal trade, Clive became his partner. 
The firm at Mail tils was cn titled 14 Robert Orme and Clive/ 1 
and, according to a mass of accounts and receipts, they carried 
on a very lucrative trade between Bengal and the Coromandel 
Coast. They were successful as merchants because they studied 
“ at all convenient seasons the institutions, manners and 
customs of the native inhabitants/" Clive also had the con¬ 
tract for supplying the troops with provisions* At the close 
of the campaign, Repington wrote to him that the Governor 
and Council had written to Stringer Lawrence desiring his 
opinion 

11 whether the men may not he dieted on easier Daily 1 Lo which lie 
answered that they were better judges than ike, however proposed 
the giving a handsome salary to the Steward for the future instead 
of contracting, and he to tfive in his accounts upon Oath, by which 
the Company would pay no more than is necessary/' 

Repington added: 

AA You have deserved your money Give, and every honest English¬ 
man will tlilnk so; besides I could prove that no man unless a soldier 
beloved by the country People and either in Comm and himself or 

1 Bally. Battu— l+ subsistence munryJ* Hence, extra piay gjveu to EJ. 
rcgliiienU when on a campaign,—N r E. D. 

0 
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highly in favour with the (lommandpr Can ever make half so much 
of the Employ its you have done on Urn same term*/* 

Clive amassed wealth, but lie was the least sordid-minded 
of men- He had more the soul of a prodigal than that of 
n usurer. After enduring For two years the hardships of a 
trying campaign, Madras was to the young man a climax of 
comfort as well as a centre of convivial companions, Ho 
plunged into the trivial pleasures of the small society of exiles 
to which the ships of the season had brought some fair recruits* 
When Clive was in the field his friend Boddani wrote to lum 
from Fort St, David, May 30, 1752 : 1 

4i 1 have heard the following Europe news, Lhe King of Sweden 
Is dead, Liu* Queen of Denmark clsn, and the Prince of Orange Loo, 
the Princess ol Orange is made St a dt ho (dress. The Duke of Bolton 
Ms married Polly Peaeham, his Duchess being dead. There are 
Eleven Ladle & coming out vM. Mrs. Keene and Mrs. Edwards, two 
young ladies to Mrs, Ackcll, Mlu Eliot and Miss Austin, Miss Boss 
a Scotch Lady, and a prodigious fine Girl It’s said T and Miss Maskclync 
Your Friend's sister* The others I have Tint heard the Names of 
hut However I would advise you to guard your heart well against 
these, when you Lhlnfe of the Lime of seeing us, as 1 don't doubt but 
after such a campaign as you have had, these beauties will have u 
wonderful effect upon you,” 

There is a romantic tradition regarding the meeting of 
Miss Maskdyne and Clive. It is said that Clive saw and was 
fascinated by a miniature of a young woman in Mask dyne’ s 
room. He asked about the subject of the delicate end spiritual 
features—gracious, intelligent, and sweet. Maskelyne told hint 
she was one of his sisters. He begged his friend to invite 
his sister to come to Madras. The other tradition is that 
Maskelyne rend to Ids chum his sister's letters, and he was so 
struck by them that he asked him to invite bar to come to 
Madras, What substance there is in these legends it is impos¬ 
sible to tell, but in a packet of old letters whose white tape 
had not been unbound since they were tied together at Madras 
there was discovered the following letter from Maskelyne to 
his sister Margaret : 1 


1 P*mU MSS, * ibid. 
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Deak FEGGY t —I wtts Favoured with yours of Ihe 20th August 
1751 : by Lhi* Utoruiififftan, on the HLli Instant, and hope your de¬ 
clining my Proposal fer tripping it this Way, proceeds from some 
more agreeable views at Home* as otherwise I can't hut blame you 
for it; Matches In this Country generally proving so vastly Superior 
Ln what are made in Europe* 

T am ExLrciui'iy GJail you left our Undo Nuvil in good Health ; 
whom I do myself the Pleasure ol writing to by this Conveyance ; 
and hope Mrs. Fowke who QuiLtrd us In October List is so too. 

As I have given you my Advice, Supported by the mast Solid 
Reasons t could urge ; 1 leave ft Entirely to you lo determine for 
yourself* only begging Your Assurance that whenever We have the 
Happiness of meeting you will find 

a Sincerely Affectionate Brother in 

Dh viCOTA, March 2#th 1752 : Edm d Maskelywe* 

P.S + —You leave me quite in the Dark as to whero the young 
Astrojoger Nevll Is. 

As a voyage to Europe in those days took seven or eight 
months* Peggy must have wiled from England before she 
received this letter, for she arrived ut Madras about the end 
of June, To her the East was no unknown land. She came, 
like Clive, from the strong middle-class stock which had the 
privilege of providing the East India Company with its most 
successful soldiers and its most able administrators* Her uncle 
had served in the East India Company and died at Fort Marl¬ 
borough on the west coast of Sumatra, a settlement of the 
East India Company which was founded, as York Fort, in 
16Hh Her aunt Elizabeth married at Fort St* George 
Joseph Walsh, Governor of Fort Marlborough, and her aunt 
Alice Maskdyne married at Calcutta Captain Keisall. Their 
brother, Edmund Maskelyne, was for many years clerk in the 
Secretary of State's Office, Whitehall, He had three sons* 
Two of them had the high honour of being elected Fellows 
of Trinity College, Cambridge. Ni vib the kt young astrologer, 11 
after wards became Astronomer Royal, and did an invaluable 
service to humanity by establishing Liu; Nautical Almanac. 1 
It was through the iullut-nce of the Duke of Newcastle that 
the third brother, Edmund, obtained u writer ship nt Madras. 

1 " Mflikrlyne, NrvtL A&LTOiitimcr Hay.i\ r |7Dn, ctUtttihed Lbe NumlciL 
Almanac, 17 * 16 , F.RJL 1758 .”—Dictionary ol NAtiaaxU Rfographv/* Yol. 
XXXVI., p* iYL 
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TYtzfrv' ami h<rr fair companinns on their arrivjil at 
St. George 1 were looked at, observed, talked uliout and written 
about- On July 1 Dalton writes to Clive from Trieiduopoly: 1 

1>h Beauty— By this time I reckon you are able to give oiu- 
an Account of the new arrived angels—by god it would be a good 
joke it your countenance was to smile one of llu-m, and you were 
to commit matrimony—1 should however be concerned at it os il 
would put me out of all hopes of the pleasure I propose myself in 
company with you in Coven 1 Garden Ac. 

On July 2(1 Dalton ajjain wTOte:- 

Tm Chino poly July 26/A 

Dear Ci.iye,—W hat can be the meaning I can never have the 
pleasure of a line from you ; you now & then favoured me with one 
when yon hart infinity of business on your hands & now you neglect 
me when you. have no other employ than gallanting the Ladies, and 
jovially entertaining your friends, t hear that you keep one of the 
best houses in Madras—not in the least resembling our Handipolem 
Oeconomy— however recollect at a leisure hour Lhat you have a 
friend at Trichlnopoly to whom the news or your health and welfare 
will always give infinite satisfaction & 1 m Mire you 11 wrllc me a 
Line. A'rescal of a Vnqult UinL came from Pondicherry entertained 
the King &. Morari with a plausible account of your being rlink'd 
and Trivedy retaken, which made us uneasy tbo r It had not the 
colour of the Irutb ! however these reports only serve to do you honour, 
as it is manifest by ’em. how sensible Lhe enemy are of how much 
consequence your life is to the cause. 

The Batta for this month will come to upwards of 4000 mips, 
for the french and my people. I have already drawn an you for 
36 QQ. i sent you Inst months account a good while ago, as I shall 
also this in a few days, 1 beg you’ll order Bod darn to answer my 
Bills at sight for I should be sadly off if Buckangy did nul supply me, 

I sin absolutely astonished the Nabob’s people stay with him 
at all, paid hi the manner they arv: I am obliged to keep spies on his 
sepoys the same as the Mist tor Puncs* sitter the late alTnir, Lho 1 m 
convinced the people would serve ldin well if they had but enough 
to support nature. There was a Company wanted to go out of the gate 
yesterday who assured me they had 5 inonLhs pay due mu I had re¬ 
ceived but 6 fans, each this month, those under me have had but 
3rupees. However. 1 promise high to keep up the poor devils spirits. 
The se lads in Camp must shortly move If the rain continues: they 
are in a shocking condition. Do Ciive write me a Line and believe 

me with the utmost sincerity 

Your most aflcctionatc Irkntl and servant 

J m Dalton. 

t Onnc MSS,: India, VoL 11., pp. 48S-W. 4 Ibid.. PP . 400-1. " Mysore Peons. 
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Tli*' man who owned your great grey horse is here a prisoner. 
He assures me lie is tin- finest beast India ever saw: 1 imagine you are 
by Lliis time acquainted with Ills qualities. ihmemlM-r me Lo 
Maskclyoe. 

Clive* under the warmth of youth* increasing fortune, and 
success, entered into the social life of the settlement which 
was the social life of the eighteenth century transplanted from 
England to t he Coromandel Coast. Society, owing to the 
increase of English ladies, had grown since he entered Fort 
St, George a friendless and penniless lad. The factor and 
merchant considered it enhanced their importance if they 
imitated the luxurious splendour of the Indian nobles* and 
a luxurious style of living came to be regarded as a neces¬ 
sity. Ives* who visited Madras in 1755* remarks, lk Many 
of our countrymen residing there, to maintain their dignity 
among the natives, live in all the magnificence of the East, 
They introduced the miscellaneous social it ies of the \\ est. 
They were unusually line and brilliant in their costumes; they 
paced their minuets, they flirted, they drank their claret and 
their m&dcira at the tavern, they toasted the beauty of the 
hour, and they exchanged shuts on I he beach. The letters 
afford glimpses of bright scenes in which Clive mingled with 
all the gay audacity of youth. His nature was like many 
others, open alike to cheerful and gloomy impressions, anti 
when the fits of despondency did not attack him, there was 
no pleasanter companion than the fearless, open-hearted soldier* 
The: time for sport, however, soon passed- Clive had been 
three 1 months In Madras when Governor Saunders determined 
to turn the French out of the two strong forts of Covelong 
and Chingleput. The troops which could be spared from this 
garrison were 1200 European recruits and 500 untrained sepoys* 

,# II could hardly bp expected/' says Qrine, 11 lhal any officer, 
who had acquired reputation, would risque iL by taking the 
command of them ; but Captain Clive, whose military 11 fu had been a 
continued option of difficulties, voluntarily ofltenui his service on 
this occasion!, notwithstanding that his health was at this time much 
Impaired by the excess of h\s former fatigues /' 1 

1 Omw F Vol, hi pp. 2G5-0. 
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Grme T who was at Madras at the time, had already begun 
to gather material for his History! and among the many memor¬ 
anda which Clive sent him there Is one of the u Siege of Cobelong 
& Chinglapet,” which Orme extended, embellished, and in¬ 
corporated in his work. Every reader will he pleased to see 
it printed in its original state : 1 

11 Siege of Cobelong & Cuinglapet* 

“ Captain Clive at the request of the Governor took the 
command of about 200 European s s & 500 Seapoys destined for 
the siege of Covelong; the Europeans consisted of European 
recruits just arrived from Europe, not one of which had ever 
seeu service & were very indifferently disciplined. The Seapoys 
were no better t being raised nn the occasion. On the [15th] 
Septr. Captain Clive began his march towards Covelong* k the 
next day arrived at a rising ground at about 2 miles distant 
from the fort. Over night Captain Clive ordered Lieutenant 
Cooper before day break with one half of the forces to take 
possession of a garden very advantageously situated at the 
distance of about 500 yards from the fort; on receiving advice 
from Lieut: Cooper that he had taken possession of the garden 
without any opposition from the enemy, Captain Clive began 
his march at flay break to join him. As he approached the 
garden he perceived the forces were broken and running away 
in great confusion ; it was wit3i great difficulty they were rallied 
and with the assistance of the other forces the enemy were 
drove back into the fort and the garden repossessed again with 
several other advantageous posts necessary to keep the enemy 
within their garrison. It seems upon the enemy receiving notice 
of this party being in possession of the garden [Lhcy ] sallied [out] 
with about 30 Europeans & 100 Seapoys & having killed the 
commander Lieut: Cooper the rest of the troops took to flight 
and were found in that condition when Captain Clive came 
to their assistance. The next day Captain Clive summoned 
the fort to surrender* la answer to which the governor com- 
* Onue MSS.: India, VoL 1L P pp, yyu-lQ, 
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mantled Captain Clive to retire from a fort belonging to the 
King of France & where the french colours were flying 
assuring him at the same time he would defend the place to 
the last extremity* Upon this Captain Clive began to erect a 
battery of two 21 pounders at the distance of about 800 yards 
to batter in [the! breach. During the erection of this battery 
which took up three days Monsr. St. Germain the Governor n 
Chcnealuput being reinforced from Pondicherry arrived vim 
about 4 miles with SO Europeans, 2 field pieces Jt TOO Scapoys 
but upon a party being detached towards lum retired with 
great precipitation towards Chcngalaput. By this time the 
battery was up and no succour arriving the governor instead 
of performing his promise to defend the place desired to capitu¬ 
late which was granted on condition of the whole being made 
prisoners of war & the fort being surrendered in the afternoon 
which was taken possession of about 4 o’clock. In the morning 
Captain Clive received intelligence the Chcngalaput party was 
again approaching towards Covclong but eonclu «-5 

would immediately retreat on receiving advice the place was 
up early in the morning Captain Clive discovered them. 

“This party came a second time upon receiving a tetter 
from the governor that if they did not come immediately he 
should be obliged to surrender the place. And approaching 
near the place at dawn of day mistook the Nabob s colour^ 
the ground of which was white bordered with green for french 
Colours, & having received no other intelligence marched con¬ 
fidently on to the relief of the fort. Captain Clive perceived 
by the motion of the enemy their ignorance of the surrender 
ordered the greatest part of the troops to conceal themselves 
behind the Hocks, bushes and houses which lay in their way. 
Mr. St. Germain the commandant of Chengalaput with 2a 
Europeans & 2 field pieces were either killed or taken prisoners. 
The taking of Covclong & Chingalaput put the Nabob in 
Possession "of all the Carnatic to the North of the Punnmx.” 

Clive’s own modest account is too terse to do him sufficient 
justice. As in his furmer campaigns, he hud been ioretuost 
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m the diurge and fought in the thickest press. He had at 
Cmrelong converted disaster into victory by the hardihood with 
which he rallied his broken troops* and with even violence 
compelled the cowards to return to the fight. Or me records* 1 
what Clive omits p that at Cuvdong, when Clive began to erect 
the breaching battery at the distance of 300 yards From the 
walk he nt the same time placed a strong guard on a rock 
about a hundred yards to the left of the battery. 

" The enemy braught many of their guns to bear upon Uic face of 
attack, and fired smartly \ whilst It was with the greatest difficulty 
the English troops could be kept to their posts* both Eurapram and 
Sepoys taking Hight on every alarm : an unlucky shot, which struck 
the rock and with the splinters it made, killed and wounded fourteen 
men r frightened the whole so much* Lhat it was some Lime before 
they would venture to expose themselves again, sind one of the 
advanced Gentries was found several hours after concealed in the 
bottom of a well* 

” Captain Clive judging that shame would avail more than severity 
to reclaim them from Eheir cowardice* exposed himself eon tin nail y to 
the hottest of the enemy's fire* and his example brought than in 
two days to do their duty with some firm ness. 11 

The fort of Covdoog having fallen and the detachment 
being advancing to its rebel: having been defeated* Clive fol¬ 
lowed up his success by pushing on to Chingleput, which 
surrendered as soon ns its walls liad been breached—the gar¬ 
rison marching away with the In moms of war to Pondicherry* 

It m recorded at a Consultation of the 0th October, 1752* 
that “ Captain Clive complained of want of health* and desired 
to return, which, as he hail executed his plan, wm granted," 1 s 
So ended what the President in Ids letter to Lawrence calls 
Clivers 41 glorious Campaign.” 

1 (Jrme. Veil. L p p P 267* 
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CHAPTER XII 

\ 752-5 : MARRIAGE AND RETURN TO ENGLAND 

VVhen Clive returned to Madias after the relief of Trichinopoly, 
his liealLh broken completely, and with no prospect of imme¬ 
diate service, lie must have mentioned to his lather his in¬ 
tention of returning to England, for we And Mr, Richard Clive 
writing to his son on December 15, 1752, as follows: 1 

Oeah Son,-—I was at Dinner at S' Philip Chetwoods uur Nieghbor 
in the Country when I reced Your welcome Letter which gave nie 
Jov riot Lo be NcpretiS^ Since then now [ mi coinc to London the 
Pleasure Is reputed by tins aplause every one gives lo your GflUant 
Action & and Behaviour* and the Success llsat bath attended you 
and yon are eoinpar d to no less than some of those brave Generals 
who are gone but left their names upon Record to their Glory and 
Honour. The Dii*dors of the Company you have so faithfully 
Served I hear aL a FuMJck Entertaium 4 drank Vour Heal Lb by the 
name ol General Clive, and are pleas'* to Say th* y are Under great 
Obligations to you, l waited on LI* three principal Dined- last 
week in order to find out if T could what they prop** 4 for you hut 
perceive Lhey are desirous lo have Lhe Ace* I he nexl Ships bring 
before they give me any positive answer other than a general one 
that they are very desirous to do you any Service in their power. 
Your frelnds amongst which is one of the prkielp IJirtct™ and my 
intimate Acquaintance advise that you Should not leave Madras* 
before you know how the Direct" propose to Reward you, but Ibis 
will be for your owne determination who can best Judge in Lhe Situa¬ 
tion you arc in what is most propper to be done You may be Shore 
Your Mother and my Self slmll think the time long till wee See you, 
[ have seen Mr, King but twice since I came to Town and oace he 
Dined with me with the late Govern r Floyer. Mr. King tell* me that 
hr find* great ihfismity to puL off the Diamonds that only worth 
arf yet disposed of and the rest are sent to Holland and that he do s 
not bellive they will make more than £7in» id the whole Cargo, Ibis 
is bad encourage in 1 to moke Remittances in Diamond* Mr. \ere 
and l are not quite so intimate us when you left England and 1 could 
hove wisht you had put Mr, \V W Bolchiers name in your power of 

t MSS* A tiortion of this letter Is printed In M alcolm 'S Life at Oive T 
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Attorney In his 5Lead as Ike latter is? my very good frelnd and Yours 
but lis only for form and so not very material* 

T hope you receiv* the £500 which I gave you an Ace* of In my 
last Jitter and doubt dot but you will make the most of it + Your 
5 Sisters that are now most of 'em grown Women ^ two little Bro. 
the one II and the other 7 all Rejoyce at Your Welfare and are not 
a lit Ur proud of their Relation p I hear that Duplex on bebaifa of 
himsdf and the French In India hath made large Remonstrances to 
Gov r Saunders and that he has remitted them to the Direct* and 
at the same time tis Said that b ranee hath Sent Some Remonstrances 
of the Same nature (complaining of the Usage Lhey have met 
in India) to Our Secretary of State, this the Direct™ seem pleas' 
wilh that those who carried It w* So ldgh a hand very lately arc 
now oblige to iii akt 1 Riniuustrances, I hope thU will meet you 
before you leave Madras^. I have but one word more & Conclude, 
As Your Conduct and Bravery Ls become the Publick talk o£ the 
Nation and this is the time to enertase Yanr fortune, make use of 
ElH present Opportunity before you quit the CounLry Remembering 
tlial the Intrest of 2 U,ijGG in this Country is no more than £5110 p E 
Ann. May Heaven direct and prosper you in all Your Undertakings 
and bring you safe to your Native Country where -with transporting 
Pleasure you'll he reced by 

Your Affectionate Father, 

Rich* Clive. 

S wit h en Lane London Decemif 1 5th 1752 

I send this by Mr* Hulls who will sec you if possible & with whom 
I am well acquainted. 

The following day his mother wrote* to him : 1 

London December the 16 1752 

Deail Son,^—I Cant express the joy yours to your Father gave 
me your brave Conduct and Success which providence has blesst 
you with is the talk and wonder of the pub tick the great joy and 
Satisfaction of all your Irir-nds: but more peculiarly So to me has 
it gives me hopes of Seeing you much Sooner then I could possible 
have expected ; 1 fhide Some of your friends (7 omission] which your 
longer Stay in India but l earnestly entreat you will left do motive 
induce you except your honour and the peace of the Country require 
it; your relations are all well 4 of your Sisters are with me the youngesL 
and your 2 Brothers ore at School: your Cousin Ren has no employ 
his onely in half pay as a lieu tenant lives with his Father I believe 
wishes himself with you * wc an? removed to a large House in Swilhcna 
near the post House and hope to See you in It; may a kind 

1 Powta XI SS. Thia li tter is printer] la Miilrolm a S Llfr at rJivr T blit Ihr spelling 
and punctunlinn have been plLered. ^ 15 
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providence attend nrnl bless you and bring yon Sale to your native 
Country is the most Sincere wish and prayer of your 

Ever affectionate mother 

Reh Clive. 


Before these letters could meet Clive at Madras he had 
embarked for England. He had volunteered to take the 
field before his health was re-established, and the fatigues 
of the campaign dining the worst season of the year had worn 
out body and mind. He was again attacked by the nameless 
and inscrutable disease which tormented and embittered the 
greater part of h hi too short days. Stringer Lawrence writes 
to him : 1 

Fobt St. David. 

j\W' 30fh 1752. 

Dear Clive,— I’m greatly concerned to (Ind your Fils continue 
whjch I sincerely hope will he removed by a change of Climate and 
shall be glad that you'd tell me yourself The last has not done much 
mischief and you are on the mending Hand. As I'm perswaued 
however distant we are from each other Our Friendship is unalter¬ 
able 1 shall he always anxious for your welldoing and the oltner 1 
hear from you the more real satisfaction it will give lo 

Dear Clive 

Your Affectionate friend 

S. Lawrence. 

To Caj-t. Guve at Fort St. George, 

On his return to Madras Clive resumed the office of steward ( 
but his health rendered the habits and responsibility of busi¬ 
ness almost an impossibility. He was, however, unwilling 
to leave India, for the prospect of active service in the field 
was again before him. On December 14 the President laid 
before the Board two letters from the Governor of Fort St. 
David advising “ that the Morattas plunder bum and destroy 
wherever they come and that Lhe trench have taken the 
Field.” Lawrence had, owing to Saunders’ constant inter¬ 
ference in military details, resigned the command and re¬ 
quested permission to return to Europe if he could not be 
serviceable in the other settlements. The Governor and 
Council, in a conciliatory hut firm letter, state : 

■ ormc MSS.. Yel. L, p. 37. 
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w At a lime when the Honour of our Nation* the Welfare of our 
llonble Musters AfTuirs. perhaps the Happiness or Misery not only 
of Ourselves In general, but those that may come after us (for cer¬ 
tainly on the Success of Affairs at this Critical Juncture depends 
the good or HI Fate of tlie Settlements on this Coasii us at Stake, 
at a time when an Enemy Is In Sight and you know that Major Ktnneer 
Is dead, that Captain DeGingliis (who has very honourably staid 
two Years 'till an Officer came out) is going ho trie, that Captain Clive's 
Health is so bad that he must probably do the same, and that Lhere 
is no Commanding officer but yourself ; At this Juncture we cannoL 
think it honourable in you to ask, nor can we grant your Request 
of laying down the Service and going to Europe ; We have no power 
to annul the Contract you have made with the Company, but desire 
that you take the Command of Lhe Army rs the present Occasion 
renders it much more necessary than your Presence can be at any 
other Settlement,” 1 

The old soldier resumed command of the army, and in 
January again took the field, but Clive found that his coir 
stitution Iiad been ssu completely shattered that he would 
never be fit for active service without a complete change 
of dimate. He took the advice of his friends, resigned the 
oflice of Steward, and prepared to embark for England, In 
a bundle of old receipts we find the following : 

To Capt*. Edmund Cooitk of ship Admiral Vernon, 

Sin,—The President and Council having Grunted Captain Robert 
Clive leave to tnke h!s Passage for England on your Sis ip. You 
are hereby permitted lo receive him and his Necessaries on hoard. 
Dated in Port St. George Lhis 12th flay of February 1753. 

Signed By Order of lhe President £ 

C. H B . Bo ub cm eh See 1- , 

Cattail Roueht Clive j 

To the Honble Company for permission ul 

Passage to England on the Admiral Vernon £12 or Pag*. 30 
To Secretaries Fees # # ^ | 


Fort St, Geohoe 13th Feb”, 1753, 


Pagodas 31 

C. H\ BouBcnmn Scc r . 


On Sunday morning, February lH r 1753 , five days after lie 
had leave to take his passage for England, Robert Clive wa* 

s R*cortii of Fort St Gcnrge, Diary nM ConeultdilDn Book, Military Depart¬ 
ment 1752, pp< 68, 89* 
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married to Miss Margaret Maskdytic in the small, picturesque 
cliurdi witliin the walls of Fort St. George. His bride, be¬ 
sides grace and beauty, combined practical sagacity with 
u love lor music and letters. During his stormy career he 
sought confidence and counsel from her to whom all tilings 
mifl-lvL be safely confided, and from whom he found comfort 
in The blaek hours of gloom. Some of her letters to him are 
extant, 1 and with their assistance we form a good conception 
of her accomplishments and strong devotion to the heavy- 
laden intrepid genius, brave and much -suffer mg mail- During 
all their married life they wisely kept their honeymoon. 

Many were the congratulations which Clive received on 
his marriage with Peggy, who seems to have won all hearts 


in Madras. His old commander wrote: 

■■ 1 now oblige mysdf hy taking this opportunity of wishing you 
and Mrs. Clive much Happiness on your marriage. 1 always I bought 
her a worthy and deserving Young Lady and am sincerely rejoice 
you both have met with such good fortune.” 


A Few days later, in reply to a communication from Clive, 
Lawrence writes ; 3 

» for Clod’s sake why do you mention obligations to me, 1 never 
thought you under any and the Proof you have given me that I was 
not deceived In my opinion of you from the beginning affords n 
much satisfaction : May you have health to enjoy the fortune your 
meriL has gain'd.” 


In one of the letters which passed between them Lawrence 
requests Clive to take home for him letters to be sent to Hie 
“ Indian house ... as they arc of great consequence to 
me," and “two Runts* for Mr. Mabbott” “I beg you U 
take care of them and fee the Butcher to use them well by 
promising him two Guineas if they get safe which you’ll give 
him on their Landing and I’ll pay you again when we meet 
in England if you'll trust me so long. ' 1 

Clive cancelled Lhe passage for England be had taken in 
the Admiral Vernon owing to the lack of suitable accommo- 


1 Slruchcy MS, s Or hie? MSS,, Vol. P- 

* An ox nr ccfw of :i snuli hired nr —N- E. u. 
1 Orinc MS&-. VoL I,i p, 4k 
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datioti- He writes io Lawrence that the two Runts* 1 had 
arrived with the ** Paddy Straw/ 1 4fc They are now grassing 
on shore. In a day or two I shall send them on hoard the 
Bomlmy rWfc, and will try all in my power to carry them 
safe to Lady Driver. ” He adds : 

A few days ago I dellverd in a polite Letter to the Board hut as 
I received no oLher Answer lhim a Note for 30 Pagodas Passage 
Money Sl an Order Id the Captain to take me on Board I think In 
Juslice to tile Military in General I cannot leave this Coast without 
leaving a, Paper behind me representing the little Notice taken of 
People of our Profession I hope the World will not accuse me of 
Vanity or he of Opinion that I think too highly of my own Successes 
as 1 seldom or ever opemd my Lips upon the Subject all that I ever 
expected was a Letter of Thanks and that I am informed is usual 
upon such Occasions, 

A Jew days ago the Governor scut for & informed me the Nabob 
had made me a present of 40 T fKK) Rupees I sent a Note for thaL Pur¬ 
pose, but by all the Enquiries I havt made since can learn nothing 
furLher t if there- should be any such thing & the Nabob should after 
my Departure be in peaceable possession of the Promise I must 
request the favor of You to stand my Friend in Lhis Affair. Mrs. 
Give desires to be remembered to You in the most Affectl«n*te 
Manner we shall both think ourselves extreumJy happy and your 
Correspondence which we desire may be as frequent as Opportunity 
wlb permit. May perfect Health & the greater Success attend You 
and may I always have the Pleasure of subscribing myself Dear Major 

Your Affec* Friend and hum Scrv 

R. C. 

There is no date to this letter, but it must have been 
written after March 12 t 1758, for in the Minutes of Consultation 
of that day we find a letter from Captain Clive desiring “ to 
have an error in his account rectified ” and leave for Iiimsclf 
and family to go to Europe on the Bombay CmUe, At a 
Consultation held on March 16, a letter ivas read from Mr. 
Or me, desiring passage tu England per the Btwih&ij Cmite,* 
On March 31, 1753> Clive wrote as follows: 

To Mess*. Walsh Vaksittart £ Maskelyne 

GmrrLEMMM,—1 have left in the Hands of Mr. Leri Moses the 
Sum of fifty thousand Arcot Btipecfi, to be Invested In Diamonds, 
should a part or the whole remain uninvested p at the Dispatch of 
the last Ship, 1 desire it may be let out if possible on good Security 

1 Madras Phbhc Consul tatlem (India Office Retard*), 1753, pp. 141, 156* 
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aL Lanfl Interest wiLh all at her Moneys in Your bands belonging 
unto rn<‘, till another Opportunity ul Investing it oilers, so as to be 
sent next September, 

K Mr. l-evi Moses will give it as his Opinion in writing that the 
purchasing of Diamonds Is likely la turn out to my Advantage, 1 
not only direct that the above Sum he made over to him for that 
purpose but likewise every farthing belonging to me in your Hands 

_[ lU l if on I tie contrary Diamonds are not procurable upon ad van- 

t E ,pious Terms 1 then desire that the whole of my Estate remaining 
in India may be sent to Bengal, paid into the Ccunpys flush Hills 
taken out In my Name and transmitted me by the first Opportunity. 

Mr. Levi it loses bath my Consent to take up at Respondentia at 
9" the Pagoda, ns far a:, nnc half Hie Money of mine in bis Hands, 
on Condition lhat lie concerns me jointly with bhnseil to the 
amount ol the Sum lent him and consigns the Diamonds to me and 
his Brother .Mr. 

Should you have reason to apprehend I he Death of Mr, Levi 
Moses through Sickness or any Accident, ! then direct that you 
immediately withdraw any Sum or Sums of Money belonging to 
me 1 j, hts Possession, as 1 would not on any Account winder have 
my AITairs blended with those of Mr, Levi Moses afLer bis Decease, 
and should your Apprehensions prove true you will then send the 
whole as before directed to Bengal, if not the be tore-mentioned 
Instructions an? to take place. T am 

Gentlemen 

Your most Ohe t bum Strv 

Ruseht Clive, 

Fort St. George, 21st March* 1753. 

On the evening of March 23* 1753 p Clive and his bride 
sailed from Madras on board the Bombay Catite. 1 Of this 
homeward voyage we know little except that the Pt'ltiatH 
“ spoke 11 the Bombay Castk off the Cape on June 10, 1753, and 
on June 14 “ came on board Captain Clive and Sir. Oram 
(me) Passengers from The Bombay Castle.” E Maskdyne, 
writing to Clive from Madras (October 27* 1753)! says: 3 

■* 1 had the Pleasure of learning hv Peggy's Letter of the 2Glh 
June, that You had made a considerable Progress In Your Passage, 
and tho* removed to the Pelham partly on Account of Your Health, 
partly Your Con I Science In Captain Lindsay's superior Assiduity* 
yet that the former was in no such Condition as to alarm us," 

i Log (India OULre Murine Records, 125 C.). Mdcolm write* : *'Uc cm- 
harked at Madras In February 1753/' This Error ha* been copied by subsequent 
biographers. 

1 Log (India Olflcc Marine Remd% GOT C). 

* Orttie MS$„ VoL L, p. Hi 
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We learn from the log of the Pelham that on July 12 Clive 
uml" Oram " (Ornit) went ashore at St. Helena, On October 14 
the Pelham anchored at Erith, and “ most of our people went 
ashore.Ten years had passed since Hive, a lad of seventeen, 
had left England, threat was I lie happiness in the 11 large 
house in SwiLhcns Lane ” on his return. 

Clive soon discovered that the establishment was beyond 
his father's means, and the first use which he made of the 
fortune he had brought home was to apply a part of it to 
place his parents in a state of independence, and to redeem 
the debt with which the family estate of Styelie was burdened. 
He also gave freely' to his relations, and lhere was no limit 
to the happiness which he spread around him. But his wel¬ 
come was not confined to his family circle. The splendid 
services he had rendered were known not only to his most era, 
but also to his countrymen at large, and he was received with 
every mark of popular honour. The Court of Directors had 
written to the Governor of Fort Si. David “ of the great regard 
they had fur l lie merit of Captain Clive, to whose courage 
and conduct the late turn in our affairs has been mainly due; 
he may be assured of our having a just sense of his ser¬ 
vices.” They had, as his father informed Clive, toasted him 
at a public entertainment as “ General ” Clive, anti they 
now received him with every mark of respect. Shortly after 
his arrival Clive went, according to custom, to pay his re¬ 
spects to the Court, and in the Court Minutes 1 we hud the 
fallowing : 

“ 3isi OrfoS'er, 1753,— Robert Clive Esq' late a Commander of 
the Companys Forces, under the Presidency of Fort St. George, 
being returned from thence on the Bombay Castle, and paying his 
Respects Lo Lhe Court. 

"The Chairman sn the name of the Court, congratulated him on 
his Arrival, and returned him thanks to r thr Signal Services he had 
done Lhe Company* hoping he would afford inch further Attendance 
uud Assistance, with his Opinion on Affairs in those parLs. os the 
Court or any Committee thereof may advise with him upon, 

-i Captain Give then made his Acknowledgments for Lhe Courts 
favors* and dt-sired leave to assure them, tier should with the greatest 

*YoL iiS* p. 1*19 (India Office Records). 
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readiness, nfTcr any experience he may have gained, and embrace 
every opportunity /or furthering their Service. 

*' Whereupon a Motion being made 

" Order'd That it be referr’d to the Committee of Correspondence, 
to consider of a proper present, lu be made to Captain Clive, a* a 
Token of the Courts sense of his singular Services in the East Indies, 
and to report.” 

L'livc settled in n house in Queen Square, and was soon 
drawn into the whirlpool of London fashionable life. The 
foremost statesmen of the day were anxious to meet and 
converse with the hero of Arcot and the young commander 
who had materially helped to humble Dupleix and his ambi¬ 
tious policy. From Lord Hnrdwieke, Murray soon after 
Lord Mansfield- Lord Harrington, and Lord Sandwich he 
received marked attention. Henry Fox was introduced to 
him, and, by the force of his personal attractions, won Clive’s 
confidence and attachment. Clive always regarded him as 
“ the patron of the East India Company.' 1 Lord Holderncss, 
one of His Majesty’s Secretaries of State who was negotiating 
with two french deputies as to the best means of putting 
a stop to the hostilities in India, sought Clive's opinions con¬ 
cerning the military and political relationship of the English 
and French companies. 

Both the English Company and the French Government 
found the burden of the war too great. The East India Com¬ 
pany had, about 1751, represented to the Ministry that they 
were lit Lie able with their own resources to continue the war 
against the French Company strongly supported by the ad- 
ministration of France. They stated in clear mid emphatic 
terms that the object of Dupleix was the complete destruction 
of the English establishments in Indio, and they solicited the 
Government either to terminate or carry on the war. The 
trade of the English nation in the East was a national con¬ 
cern, The Ministry now began to make frequent remon¬ 
strances with the French Government with regard to the 
con I.inflation of hostilities in India, when the two countries 
were at peace in Europe. At the same time the French Com¬ 
pany and the King’s Minister began to lose faith in Dupleix. 
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His early successes and acquisitions lost their glamour. Stories 
were circulated regarding his pride. ambition, and cupidity. 
The merchants and officials who returned from Pondicherry 
spoke of the large jaghires, the money and the jewels be¬ 
stowed on Mr. Corfc and his follower*. The Directors reminded 
Dupleix in 1750 that officials were forbidden by Royal Ordin¬ 
ance to receive gifts from native princes. But the remon¬ 
strances and commands of his masters merely aroused the 
pride, temper and arrogance of the man. 1 heir servants 
were growing fabulouslv ncli, but the l ompany bad drifted 
into the shoal of bankruptcy- They held that peace was 
essential to the progress of commerce, and they ordered Dupleix 
to make a peace and withdraw- Hussy from the Deccan. But 
the idea of a permanent peace was never in the mind of Dupleix. 
He would never abandon his great project to render France in 
effect the Dictator of Southern India and to shut out England 
from all interference in its politics. If he had kept Bussy 
and his splendid French corps in the Carnatic, he would by 
mere superiority in numbers have been able to capture Tri- 
chinupoly. The miserable end of that ill-projected enter¬ 
prise blasted his hopes and scaled his fate. About the close 
of the year 1752 news reached Paris of the surrender of Law. 
The surrender of French troops touched the pride of a sensi¬ 
tive and gallant nation. AH the former services of Dupleix 
were effaced, and men began to consider that the statements 
made by his old rival, La Bourdonnais, in his " MiSmoircs,” re¬ 
cently published, that he was a vain, ambitious, grasping 
ruler without prudence or judgment, might be true. Ddaitre, 
one of the Syndics, and Silhouette, one of the Royal Com¬ 
missioners. who had been inspired by La Bourdon nais, had 
prophesied disaster, and disaster had come to pass. 

When France was in this temper a Director of the East 
India Company proposed to the correspondent of the French 
Company in London that the best wav to stop the fighting 
between the two companies in India would be to have the 
matter discussed cither at the Court of St. James or Versailles. 
T( 1P French Minister of Foreign Affairs adopted the suggestion. 
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Duvclaer, nne of the Directors of the French Company, and 
his brother ties Lude, were going to England on private affairs, 
and it was determined to give them a general power to settle 
the preliminary negotiations. In March, 1758, Duvelaer and 
liis hrnthcr arrived in England charged with the mission to 
conclude a treaty of neutrality between the two companies. 
Three months passed before negotiations with the Ministry 
began. Then sundry conferences were held in London be¬ 
tween the Earl of Holderncss and the two deputies. Months 
passed, and no progress was made towards a definite settle¬ 
ment, bln f October 2ci, 1 1 Louis XV. signed a decree ap¬ 
pointing \f, Godehcu the Managing Director of the Com- 
pagnie ties Indcs’ naval establishment at L’Orient, Com¬ 
missioner of his Majesty and Commander-General of the 
French establishments in the East. Be had been a factor at 
Cl moderns gore when Dnpleix was Governor, By tliis decree 
Codeheu was commanded to arrest Dupleix, keep him under 
a safeguard, and place him on bourd the first vessel sailing 
to France, At the same time secret and supplementary' in¬ 
structions were given Godehcu that he was to show Ihc letter 
of recall to Dupleix and then make it public. If Dupleix 
calmly faced his dismissal that portion of the decree order¬ 
ing his arrest was not to be put in force; but if he resisted 
his fall, Dupleix, his wife and daughter were to he arrested 
and sent to France. 1 

The English Ambassador at Paris informed the Ministry 
of the appointment of Godcheu and also of the more impor¬ 
tant fact that the French Company were raising 2,000 men 
to send to India with him. The dispatch of so large a force 
seemed to contradict the statements that Godcheu had powers 
and orders to make peace. The Earl of Holderncss informed 
(be French Ambassador that the King had resolved to support 
the East India Company in all their rights and privileges, 
and that a regiment would be sent to Madras, Early in January, 
1754, the French Ambassador was told that a squadron of 
men-of-war, on which the regiment would embark, were pre- 

1 " Dupleix," by TlhuUe Hainan t, p. 263. 
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paring to sail in a fortnight for the East Indies. The attitude 
of the English Government produced the desired impression 
on the French administration, “ and they consented that the 
disputes of the two companies should be adjusted hy com¬ 
missaries in India, on a footing of equality ; without any regard 
to the advantages which either the one or the other might be 
in possession of, at the time when the treaty should be con¬ 
cluded-'* 1 

In February Godeheu set sail in the Due de Bourgogne, 
and two ships with !i,000 French troops on hoard followed him. 
In March, 175:1. a naval squadron consisting of six line (if 
battle ships under Admiral Watson, sailed for the East 
Indies. The squadron had mu board the ,19th Regiment, of 
TOO men, under the command of Colonel Adlcreron. fp of the 
King's artillerymen, and 200 recruits for the Company’s 
force. In the commissioned ranks of the 39th were Eyre 
Cuote, Forde, and Canute. 

The Court of Directors refused to send out a commissary, 
but they invested Mr. Saunders and some of the Madras Council 
with authority to treat with Mr. Godeheu, They also sent 
out Or me, who had been in communication with Lord Ilolder- 
ness, to be a member of the Council at Fort St. George. Clive, 
in a letter to a friend at Madras, makes the following comments 
on Ormc’s appointment t 

“ There is no doubt by the Station he goes cut il must be dis- 
ngrciible to every one under him. It is very natural y^t you will 
allow that Dear Self gets the bitter of every other Consideration, 
make his Case Your own would not you and every one else gladly 
have ascended the Ladder by the like means. [ J]nd by Experience 
that a man is noL the farther front Pti-fciuienl by paying a Visit 
to his Native Country this Is not wrote ont of any particular regard 
or Attachment to firirie. I declare lie has not had any Interest his 
own Merit in a particular Way has done the Thinking fl mean his 
History.) my Lord Hnlik-mess to whom he Jlrsl skew'd il, fs so pleas’d 
with the Author that he has made u Point of Serving him. 

What ever the World may think J am no Stranger to Ornu*. 
It is in his Power to make himself m agrvahlo or Dlsugrcsblc os any 
man in India it he pleases so he h going to be an Inhabit an I of Madras 
I hope he II study to make himself more and more hpcl'P table in 

* Oraie, VdL L, pp» 307-8. 
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future lie has had my Advice (reely upon fills Subject so imicb 
for business, 11 

He adds ; 

will 

“ My HeuJlh Wou | c j not permit me to accept the Offers that 

have been nude me of going abroad this Year If [ can have Lhe 
same next [ si 1 all very happy m the thought of seeing again all my 
old Friends & Acequaintance.’' 

At n meeting of the Court held on February U, 175 1, the 
Minutes of the Committee of Correspondence, who had beet) 
asked to M consider of a proper present to be made to Captain 
Give,” were read, and it was unanimously 

Resolved That a Sword sett with Diamonds to the value of 
£~5C0 be presented by the Court to Cap 1 Robert Cl Eve as a Token 
of their Esteem for him and sense of his singular Services to the 
Company, upon the Coast of ChorumandeJ. 

******* 

Order'd That it be referr'd to this Commit tee of Correspondence 
to provide those presents and give such further directions 1hereupon 
ns lhey shall see fit / 1 1 

Clive objected to receiving this mark of distinction unless 
a similar compliment was paid to Stringer Lawrence. He 
wrote ns follows to his old and gallant Friend : 

Deah Major. — 1 couid not let any more Ships sail for India 
without writing. I have taken the Opportunity of Mr. Ornu-'s return 
to make him the Bearer. 

I deliver'll Your Letters safe In the Secretary, A yrnir two Rirnts 
Id good Health to My Lady Delves she returns you many thanks 
A is vastly pleas'd with them, at the same lime wishes for the Sake 
oi the Breed they had not been both of Lhe Female kind. You 
know her LndyMtip Is a Quick sigh Led Woman in these Cases* 

It is natural to imagine that many Questions would be ask'd 
about the Indies and especially of tin: Dispute between You and 
Mr, Sanders L gave my Opinion with sincerity *£ J must do many of 
the Directors, especially the principal, justice to say Urnl they s]ioke 
highly In Your favour nL tile same lime that they express'd their 
Concern least something prejudicial to their Affairs through your 
Disagreement. I assured them Lo the Contrary & Dial ytmr Zeal 
for the Publick would not suffer private Animosities io Interfere 
with their Interest. 

I must refer you to Qnne who is a Master of tlie Subject for an 
1 Court Minutes, VuL 0li p ju SO Undia UlUce Records). 
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Aw* of what Is carrying on In England* ] sincerely wish Peace may 
hi- the thing at lflsL f tiie Directors have and arc stHI [ilteyihlti in original) 
all ways and Means to make every Lhing as ogreabie to You as possible 
they have always express 1 *! the highest Sk-nse of Your Services and 
Mine 4 as I am info mid are going to make Yon a Present ol a 
Sword set with Diomonds of £7Cib Value & me another ol £500. 

\ give You Joy of the Mutiny & Desertion BIU which will be 
most certainly past, made perpetual it is the best thing Mint has 
happen'd for the Company these many Yearn, our Coven™ wilt 
now Lh- no longer afraid ol the Consequences ul signing a Death 
Warrant when it fisj tor the Politick Good. 1 

The Compy have made me some advsmtagious Offers In a Civil 
Way ] am sorry my Health will not permit me to accept them 
however I hope the next Year the same Opportunity will offer 
again & that I shall have the Pleasure of seeing You *£ my Friends 
u second time hi India—Mr* Pi got who is appointed Mr* Saunders 1 
Successor I am sure will moke India more agreable to You than 

it has hitherto been £ 1 great Pleasure in the thoughts of spend¬ 
ing a few more Years there in Harmony & Peace my best Wishes 
attend Mess* Poulk RippSngion & all my BroLher tinkers & 
l all! Dear Major 

Your Altec 1 Friend & hum 1 Serv 

Roeilrt Clive. 

Three months passed before the Committee of Correspond¬ 
ence provided the presents. On May 29, J754: 

" A Gold Hilted Sword tnrich'ij wiLh Diamonds being provided 
agreeable to the Resolution of the 6th February last uml Robert 
Clive Esq', waiting upon the Court was called in when the Chairman 
in their name presented him therewith as an acknowledgment for 
lhe eminent Services he had done the Company in the East Indies 
and a further mark of the Courts esteem far him. 

*’ Whereupon Cap*. Clive express’d Ids grateful sense of this Instance 
of the Courts favor as well as for the obligations he was under to 
them while in the East Indies, adding his Assurances of the readiness 
will] which hr shall embrace every occasion of shewing how sincerely 
be has the promotion of the Company* interest at heart ." 1 

Clive had now secured a scat in the House of Commons. On 
March 0\ 175t* Henry Pelham, who had been almost uninter¬ 
ruptedly Prime Minister since the fall of Walpole, died, and his 
brother* the Duke of Newcastle* became the head of the Govern^ 
menb. A mu nth later (April 8 ( 1754) Parliament was dissolved, 

1 in 1751 Mutiny Alt (^7 G^n. IL, c. was passed for Indian forces. 

1 Court Minutes, Yol. Oli, p. 60. 
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anil in the general elections which followed immediately t live 
stood for the borough of 11 Midsholl otherwise Mitchell," ‘ in 
the County fit’ Cornwall, which then returned two members. 
Lord Sandwich, a3 Walpole tells us, “ had long dictated there 
upon the interest of his nephew Courtney, a minor,'* and he 
was no duiibt pleased to bring forward as a candidate the 
hero of the hour who had brought home a fortune. The 
Duke of Newcastle encouraged the families of Edgccumbe and 
Boscawen to oppose him. 1 Sandwich carried his candidates, 
the numbers of the poll being: 

For Robert Clive. Esq. \ For Simon Luttrell. Esq. , M 

„ John Stephenson, EsqJ ' , r Richard Hussey, EsqJ 

Petitions against Clive and Stephenson were lodged. Sand¬ 
wich applied to all parties for supplies, He '* worked so art¬ 
fully' as to engage the Chancellor z on his side ; and having 
once engaged him pleaded his countenance, as a proof that 
il was a private affair unconnected with party.’ Rut New¬ 
castle was too great a master of political intrigue to be deceived. 
He entertained grave doubts of support from any member 
returned by the intrigues of Sandwich. 11 The Duke ot New¬ 
castle at first did not appear in it," says Walpole. " but Lord 
Lincoln, 3 pretending to espouse the Ldgecunibes, commanded 
all their dependents to vote against Lord Sandwich. The 
Earl tried to defer a hearing, but was defeated by a majority. 
“ The second hearing.” Walpole says, “ was on the 28th [of 
February 1755] when Mr, Fox attacking and uLtacked by 
the law of which body was Hussey, 4 one of the petitioners, 
beat four lawyers and Nugent, 6 and carried a division by 20; 


* Harmon Wainmle: m Memoir* of the R<ign ot King Georg? Ihr Second/’ 
VoL U P- 4^7. JtfQCAtilay writes: " Newcastle hud set his heart on reluming 
t wU members for St Michael, one of those wretched CctfoUh borough* which 
were swept ywtiy by the Reform Act In 3832."* 

■Homes Walpole; 1 Memoirs of Hie Reign of King Georgs Lhc Second, 
Vdl. II.+ p. 11- 

1 Henry Flennet Clinton, ninth Kart of Lincoln JJfJ nopbewr 

of Uu- Uiike of Newcastle, anti succeeded him in the dukedom, Hbo. 

* Hussl v, Rlehunt (1715-70). a prominent barrister nod formidable m dtht.it. 
He was -counsel to the Host imSLi Company 

1 Robert. hart Nugent (I702-S8), Walpole Mrrnolri. 
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ill which he 1 V 41 S nided by Potter. 1 one or [ fn- tellers who counted 
liie votes twice. “ The Tories who had promised their votes 
indiscriminately “as their affect ions led them." now per¬ 
ceived that “ this election was to decide whether Fox or New¬ 
castle should carry the House of Commons,” and that at 
least m this affair the numbers were nearly balanced, “ came 
to a sudden resolution of (jiving their little body importance, 
and at once, as if to add to their weight, threw all their passions 
and resentments into the scale.” Then sixty-two of them 
met oil March 7, “ and determined to vote according to their 
several engagements, on previous questions, but not on the 
conclusive question in tile Committee." On March 12, after 
evidence had been taken upon the whole matter, the Com¬ 
mittee came to the following resolution, viz. : 

*' ResoltKfl. 'that it is the Opinion of this Committee that Robrrt 
Unv Esquire is duly elected u Burgess to serve in this prose hi ParlJn- 
ment tor the Borough of MldshnU otherwise Mitchell in the Countv 
of Cornwall.” 


I'll*- Tories, however, now took “ the shameless resolution," 
su^.s Walpole, of eancelliiig nil their engagements in order 
to defeat Fox. When the resolution was reported to the 
House un March 24., 1755 : 


" Only twelve of them stood io their engagements ; the Duke of 
Newcastle assisted by tin- deserters, ejected Lord Sandwich's mem¬ 
bers by 2»7 to 183; tin- House by a most unusual proceeding, and 
maced by an absurd power, os the merits are only discussed in the 
(.onimittcc, setting aside what In a Committee they had decided." * 


, Ibnnuis i’Ottcr (1718-5®), « wit und politickin' 1 : nssucluU- of Wilkes, 
nflac;iulny cimyitrli tlitr nlHsvi- into Lbc fnlln^ingj 11 Fox uui forlh all 
15 rare powers of debuts beat bull Uui lawyers hi the fiyusii' fit thoLr uwo 
™ riifJ diviilaa after division iiguiast the whole Influence nf llie 

i„,L' J ^"' 1 a ^, uti “ n l "'! I1t! maJp > anJ !hl ‘ Qui-slioit liL-Jrg pul. Tiinl llie House 
i- , w 1 11 * 1 . lll f l-«nnillltee In the laid KtiiiolnUcui—That Hubert ( lilt 

inquire |b duly elected u Llurjiesa to serve In the present Purlin men l [nr Ike 
Uoroj^Lh oi MidihrM utlu-rwbe Mitch'it In ike County of Cornwall: 

I 111* Htiuics divided 
Tlic No^s went forth 


*“****“■*>- £:S!f}i83 

TeUer-i for I lie Noe. Townihand 1 

Mr. Nutfi'nl J 
in I he Kegntlvt ' 1 *—*" Journals id the 


So It passed 
XXVllpp 1754-7, p. *Mk 


the House ol Cosnmoiu ,* 1 YoL 
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iSt> Glided Clive’s first experience of borough-monger in|f 
iiiid the black arts of politics, The very day after the House 
rescinded the resolution of the Committee he signed an agree¬ 
ment with the Company which 11 Received and enter turned 
him the s d Robert Clive into their service as their Council 
and Covenanted Servant at Fort St, George in the East Indies 
to serve them fur the term of five years/ 1 Macaulay states; 
“ Ejected from Parliament and straitened in his means, he 
naturally began to look again toward* India/ 1 1 Considering 
that Clive signed the agreement the day after the decision 
arid sailed seven or eight days later, he must have begun 
to look again towards India before he was ejected from Parlia¬ 
ment In fact, it became known, before the resolution was 
reported to the House, that he was returning to India, and 
that the Court of Directors hail asked that he should have 
a Commission in the British Army* Lord Sandwich wrote 
to him : 

Queen Street, March a 

Delvr Sir* — I heard last night for the first time that you was 
to have a Lieut : Collonitls commission which surprized me greatly, 
3s your seal in Parliament would thereby be vacated; I take for 
granted you are not aware of this circumstance otherwise you could 
not have given in l© It, & therefore will J flatter myself immediately 
prevent anything farther being done in il. 

If you would write me a tetter in answer to this to tell me that 
you ate determined not i© vacate your seat, by cornm units Ling that 
tetter in proper places I might possibly retrieve some of the ground 
this report may have made us lose 

1 am 

Your most obcdk-uL nnii most Humble Servant 

Sandwich, 

J urn In very good spirits and not at oil diffident of success. You 
must observe IhoL the indard the King signs your commission your 
seat is vacant. 

The statement that during his first stay in England Clive 
was lavish in Ids private expenditure and became straitened 
in his means is based cm a very slender foundation. When 
Clive returned to India his household goods anil chattels were 

* Macaulay: “Essays'* (Lord CtlveJj, VoL UU, p r HU* 

1 Xo data ul day In Uu- original 
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sold by auction* and his father sent him an account of the 
sale. The coach fetched £40, a pair of horses £40, and a grey 
riding horse £12 12s, “ From this statement of property/ 3 

says Malcolm, * we infer that Give while in England must 
have lived very expensively/ 1 Macaulay converts this into 
the following: " He lived splendidly, dressed gaily even for 
those times, kept a carriage and saddle horses, and not content 
with these ways of getting rid of his money resorted to the 
mosL speedy and effectual of all modes of evacuation, a con¬ 
tested election followed by a petition*” The expenses of the 
election were no doubt great, and Malcolm states, “It would 
seem from Ids agents letters that he had not, when he returned 
to India, more than three thousand pounds of money, the 
interest of which, together with a small annuity lie had pur¬ 
chased, he directed to be given to his father. 13 It h quite 
possible that his cash balance in England was not more than 
three thousand pounds, for he liad not only acquired Styche, 
but purchased another small estate, and the bulk of his money 
was in India. Ambition and generosity made Give profuse* 
hut he was never reckless and heedless in money matters. 
He kept hi* accounts with the greatest precision, and he filed 
hi* bills with the utmost care. We have the receipt for Lhe 
thousands lie paid for Walcote Park, the receipt for 12 pagodas 
paid to the official warehouse keeper for Medley doth and 
flannels he bought when he returned from the defence of A root, 
and his hair dresser s account when he resided in Queen Square : 

+i -July the 30: 1754 

“Clive; Esq. 1/, Lo W 1 BtDuiNQriKUi 
To 28 weeks Shaving * * „ . , £2 2 0 

To a eirtt Bab Wigg . . , . ! 1 1 0 

To a bahwigg for your block bay « 18 0 


Rec - * Hit eon I eats an full nnd all demands 

M W™ Red dj > _ cfi ej,d/* 

f live returned to India at the call of glory and duty- He 
hud regained health; he was appointed to a high office “ in 
Llie civil way. ami he saw the prospect of obtaining fresh 
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renown as an independent commander in the field. War be¬ 
tween England and France was impending, and if it broke 
out in Europe it was certain to extend soon to India. Clive 
told the Court of Directors that " so long as there was 
one Frenchman in arms in the Deccan or in India, there 
could he no peace* For his own part he desired nothing 
better than to dispute the mastery of the Deccan with 
M, Bussy.” 

Bussy hud not only made himself supremely powerful at 
Hyderabad, but he had obtained from the Nizam, on account 
of the great services he had rendered during the wars with 
the Mahrattas and the personal courage he had shown in 
the field, a grant of the extensive district of Condavid on the 
right bank of the Kistiiu not far from where it falls into 
the Day of Bengal, Dupleix was always desirous to obtain 
possession of the district on account of its proximity to Musuli- 
patam, and Bussy now generously handed it over to his nation. 
In December, 1753, he further obtained from the Nkun an 
assignment for the payment of Ills French corps of four northern 
provinces lying along the eastern coast, commonly called the 
Northern Sircars (Sarkwrs). These provinces, with Masuli- 
pntiim and the adjoining district previously ceded* made the 
French masters of a seaboard extending about 450 miles 
along the Bay of Bengal, from the months of the Kistna to 
the far-famed Temple of Juggernaut in Orissa. The breadth 
of this tract, rich in natural productions and manufactures, 
was from fifty to eighty miles, and it was protected from 
any Oriental invasion from the interior by woods and moun¬ 
tains, but a European Power who was master of the sea coast 
could employ all the resources of European warfare to attack 
it and also to invade the Deccan* 

Clive thoroughly realised the strategical value of these 
provinces. The Ministry and the Court of Directors, having 
full confidence in his penetration, sagacity, and sound judg¬ 
ment* accepted Ms view that French influence in the Deccan 
must be destroyed. It could not be done by an invasion 
from the Carnatic. Bombay was, however* within two hundred 
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miles of Aurangabad, the Nmini's capital, and the MaL- 
ratta territory stretched to Jus borders. Between the 
Mahr attaa and the \ ieeroy of the Deccan ! here were frequent 
collisions. It was determined to assist at the first opportunity 
the Peshwa, the head of the Mahratta Confederacy, 

" witfl « force of Europeans the first lime he should march against 
Salabad-jing, who it was hoped would far so much alarmed by this 
measure as to consent to dismiss the ["rench troops from his service, 
on condition that the English retired from the banners of the Mo rut- 
toes: anil if he persisted in his attachment to the French, it was 
determined to weary him into n compliance by vigorous hostilities 
In conjunction with the Morattoes." * 

The Directors vet tied that before Clive proceeded to Fort 
St. Deurge to assume allice as a Member of Council he should 
land in Bombay with a European force and conduct this 
military operation. But the Duke of C'umlmriand insisted 
that Colonel Scott, who had gone out to India in the previous 
year as Engineer-General, should command the expedition. 
The Directors, however, adhered to their resolution to send 
Oise to Bombay in the hope that some unforeseen occurrence 
might give him the command. 

On March 26 they wrote : - 

"The Court of Director having appointed Mr. Clive, one of the 
Council at Fori SI. George in rtuik next below Mr. Pigut, and as We 
have reason to believe Mr, Saunders has resigned I lie Government 
in which case Mr. Pi gat is Govtmour of Fort St, George, and Mr’ 
Glivt, Second and Deputy Governour of Fort St. David, you are 
lo show' him the same respect, and order the same Honours to be 
paid to him as are usually paid fo the Second ot Bombay, and during 
the Progress ol the Expedition, he is not lo be otherwise employed, 
than ot his own free Choice, except the Command of the Expedition 
devolve upon him and unless it be to give ids Advice, win never 
called upon by the Commander-in-Chief, or that he may think proper 
1u give It. though not culled upon, he Is therefore, during the whole 
Course of the Expedition, Lo he regarded In a manner suitable to 
his rank os Deputy Govern our of Fort St. David accompanying the 
Expedition, as Second of the Council belonging to it. and a* a Lieu 
tenant Colonel appointed to lake the Command upon him, In ease 
of accident or necessity as a ho Vi mentioned, mid on his arrival on 
the other Coast, if not iu the Chief Command, he wilt he at liberty 


1 Urtuc, VoJ. L, p, 3^ 


1 Blridnu KucuriJs, 17!>5. 
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to quit the Army to repair to his Government. If hr should happen 
to go by Vizagapatam* or any other Subordinate Factory' on that 
Coast, he mast be respected in his said Rank." 

Four days later Clive addressed to Robert James, Esq. T 
at the East India House, the following letter to the Secretary 
to the Court of Directors: 

Sunday Morning March 1755. 

Sih,—I am this Instant setting out; as my Affairs requir'd a 
day to settle I could not conveniently go before. 

Yesterday morning I was with Mr Fox who enquired tins Name 
of the Ship J went on Board, and where it lay* and promised he wand 
get the Commission ready by Monday and send it to me : but for 
fear of Disappointment I think it woud he proper to send fa the Ertrl 
of Holdi rncss to be certain whether it will be so or not. I am 

Sir 

Yr. most ObcdL Scrvt. 

Robfrt Cljvel, 

Addressed .-— 

I'd Robert Jambs Esq', of the East India House. 

The next day Lord Holder ness signed a commission 
appointing Clive, not as Lieutenant-Colonel in the King's 
Army* as so often stated, but as Lieutenant- Colonel of Foot 
in the East Indies only. 

ai George the Second^ by I lie Grace of God, King at Great Britain, 
France and Ireland* Defender of Lhe Faith, £e. To Onr Trusty 
unit Welbeloved Robert Clive Etq., Greeting : We, reposing 
especial Trust and Confidence in your Loyalty. Courage and 
Experience in Military Affairs, do by these Presents* constitute 
and appoint you to be Lieutenant Colonel of Foot in the East 
Indies only. And do give and grant you full power and 
Authority to take ycur Rank as Lieutenant Colonel of Foot, in 
the East Indies only ; Yon are therefore to take upon you Hie 
said Charge and Command of LientenanL Colonel of Fool, In 
the East Indies only, as aforesaid, and carefully and diligently 
to Discharge the Duty thereof, by doing and performing ail, 
and liLI Maimer of Tilings thereunto belonging ; And We do 
hereby, Command all Oiffcers and Soldiers to obey you us 
Lieutenant Colonel of Foot, in Lhe East Indies only ; And 
yon are Lo observe and follow 1 such Orders and Directions* 
From lime to time* as you shall receive from Us. Mur Captain 
General of our Forces* or any other your superior Officer, 
according to the Rules and Discipline of War* in Pursuance of 
the Trust we hereby repose in You, Given at our Court at 
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5L. James's tin- Thirty first Day of March 17.35 in the Twenty 
Eighth Year of our Reign. 

BY ms MAJESTY'S COMMAND 

. ... „ (Sfffl) Hotdemrssr. 

Entered with the 

Secretary aL War. 

(Sgd) Titos Sherunn 

Robert Clive, Esq., Lieutenant Colonel in the East Indies only." 

On April 5, 1755, Captain Clive and “ his lady were 
saluted with nine guns “ at their coining on hoard *’ the 
Stidham. 1 On April IS his father wrote him a letter which 
must have been the last he received from England: 

Dear Son,—I was glad to hear from you last post ami tho’ you 
banter me ab‘ the Election at Dover 1 think as you are so near and 
t le Elect" so well disposed to oppose the M , , y you have a Inir 
Opportunity to disapuint the D of X and after you an- Elected vou 

P !'. C ! CL ' e ! <i ““ Y' Vo - va S c - s ' Janit-s went w“* me Yesterday to 
aliie with the ArchB. at Croydon who Drank y' health &. Success with 
BTf-at pleasure and gave as reason lv befclve he will Soon provide 
for Georges Father which will be more than he deserves. It's now 
r thC ' \° \ bh,nk in ortvinat] this day Sevenlght every 

! f g ' ,V- np "“ dy fr>r hbi Ehpature. Yet preparations are 
tnakjiig for Warr J wrote Bin an Angry Jitter for Loitering in 
the LeutUry and this day J wrote me that he’s on the Roarl & will 
be with us to morrow, 

f ,rSi h f m Ship or other if the Wind do's not change 

I Hunk to come A lake another farw.il my Love to my Daughter 
who diverts us every day and the rest of y' Company & am 

Y r affect Father 

April ISf/r 1755 . R " tuVE 


On April 2:1, 1755, the Siretham "weighed” with the 
Pelham , Doddtngton, amt other ships,* wliich carried under the 
conduct of Clive three companies of the Royal ArtiJJerv and 
three or four hundred of the King’s troops. ' When he sailed 
for the East a second time Clive had no conception that an 
Empire was wailing to be created under hie hand : he and 
his wife went forth with heavy hearts at leaving behind them 
two infant sons. 

* Log, Murine Records fi03 I. (l Q ,|j a Office}. 


* Ibid. 










CHAPTER XIII 

1755-58 : FALL OF D U1 1 LBIX 

At the close of October, 1755* the Strdham mid companion 
ships anchored in the harbour of beautiful sun-girt Bombay* 
and the troops were ini mediately landed. Between the Lime 
that Clive left the surf-beaten toast of Coromandel and his 
return to the East important changes had been occurring 
m Southern India, These must be briefly taken into account 
because the greatness of the issues then arising affected the 
policy of Clive and the foundation of British dominion in 
India, 

When Clive sailed from Fort St, George in 1753, Lawrence 
was encamped at Trivadi* while the French had formed en¬ 
trenchments on the banks of the Penner* which with the 
usual dexterity of that nation in works of this kind, were soon 
eomplealed, and rendered little inferior to the defences of a 
regular fortress/* 1 Late at night, on April 20* Lawrence 
received a dispatch from Dalton, who had been shut up in the 
fort at Trieliinopoly+ slating that he was in urgent need of pro¬ 
visions, On the 22nd instant, in the morning, he set forth 
for Triehinopoly and arrived there on May 6, much decreased 
in numbers through fatigue ; and notwithstanding we frequently 
sent the sick back to our settlements, t he hospitals were filled 
at our arrival. We had even left cur tents behind, anil took 
only with us what baggage was absolutely necessary t that 
nothing might retard our relieving Trichinopoly, which, indeed, 
was of so great consequence that everything was to be risked 
for it" a Lawrence’s whole force, including the original garri¬ 
son, consisted only of 500 Europeans, 2,000 sepoys, and 8,000 

* Gm^ VaL Lp p. 281. 

1 R O, CqmhrLrjgu j ‘ War in India" (Lawrence** NnOUllv*), p. 44, 
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°( the Nawab's horse* Hi* artillery consisted of ten Held- 
piect-s and one or two cighbeen-pounders. 

The day after Lawrence's arrival at Trichinopoly M. 
Astruo* who had been .sent in hot haste by Dupleix, reached 
Seringham, which was held by the Mahrattas and Mysoreans. 
_ strue, si brave and capable commander, brought with him 
~ 0ft Europeans, r,oo sepoys, and four guns. 11 Nandcratiac 
'' BS on the island and had with him 10,00b cavalry, 6,000 
Black infantry and about 100 Europeans with a good train 
oi artillery/’ Inferiority in numbers never dete rred Lawrence. 
Aittr giving his men “ two days refreshment/’ t he crossed 

e riv<r to Seringham, the scene of his former triumph, with 
the intention of attacking the enemy if he found a Favour¬ 
able opportunity, but their superiority in numbers and advan¬ 
tage in situation made it inipracticable. Recrossing the river 
he encamped at the Fake era* (Faqirs’) Tope or Beggars’ 
Orove, a mile and a half S.S.YV. of the city. Owing to his 
hea th he had to go into the fort, and the officer } n command, 
neg ceting his orders, allowed the French to gain possession 
of some high hills called the Five Rocks, about a mile to the 
south, between him and the Tanjorc country. In order that 
tis communications might not be quite cut oil, he ordered 
two companies of sepoys to occupy the Golden Rock, On 
June 2fi the French commander attacked it with his grenadiers 
and a large body of sepoys. But the resistance of the English 
sepoys was so gallant that he had to send his whole army 
to support them.* 

Lawrence. on hearing of the attack, dispatched a messenger 
to order a European jacket to support the sepoys. Then, 
galloping to the camp, he perceived the whole French army 
had begun to move. He swiftly ordered all the troops under 
arms, and leaving 100 Europeans to protect the camp, he 
hastened with the rest of his force to reach the rock before 


1 Cambridge : '■ War in India," p. 45, Gone fVnl [ D Mm 

La '> T /ftprf’ Or^^v'lT 1 U,e ,5? n lflr ” da >* tn theujsdvet, 11 tie. 

. 0r , ^ ol - Ll PP' 28 /-S) (-Ives ii Innjr uctouat of the battle. Jle 

tft wtimt Wcfr T ire P“ r,?d to retreat when the BrtnatJSers Were nrdcretf 
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flit main bcnly of the enemy. The 1'rcncL perceiving his 
approach, made a vigorous effort, “and before the Major 
had got half way, the sepoys who defended the rock were all 
either killed or Laken prisoners, ami the French colours imme¬ 
diately hoisted/’ 1 Lawrence halted his small force. It was 
a critical moment. The French battalion had arrived behind 
the rock, and their guns from right and left poured forth at 
a murderous rate their shot. Ihe French sepoys, supported 
hv their grenadiers, covered the rock. The whole Mysore 
army was drawn up in one great body at the distance of cannon- 
shot in the rear. The Mnhratta horse in small bodies charged 
in (lank and rear the English battalion. The officers agreed 
with their stout old general that to retreat before such num¬ 
bers was impossible. The soldiers “ seeming much delighted at 
this opportunity of having what they called a fair knock at 
the French men on the plain. * Lawrence ordered the grenadiers 
to carry the rock with fixed bayonets, whilst lie himself with 
the rest of the troops wheeled round the foot of it to engage 
the French battalion. “The soldiers received the orders with 
three huzzas, and the grenadiers setting not at a great rate, 
though at the same time ki pping their ranks, paid n« atten¬ 
tion to the scattered fire they received from the rock, nor 
made a halt till they got to the top of it, whilst Lhe enemy, 
terrified at their intrepidity, descending as they were mount¬ 
ing. without during to stand the shock of their onset.” * Grena¬ 
diers and sepoys poured down their fire upon the French 
troops, drawn up within pistol-shot below. Lawrence, wheel¬ 
ing his corps round the base of the hill, formed up in line 
directly opposite to the enemy at the distance of twenty 
yards. The gallant As true did his utmost to make his men 
keep their ranks. Hut it could not be, Tbe hot fire from 
the rook above, grape from a field-piece, and a well-levelled 
discharge from the battalion threw them into irreparable dis¬ 
order, and they fled. The Mshratta horse made a gallant 
effort to cover their retreat by flinging themselves behind, 
“and some of the grenadiers who had run forward to seize 
' Drme, VoL L, p, 2fM, * IMtL, p. 205 » jjfcj 
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the field pieces fell under their sabres." 1 Animated by this 
success, the Mahrattas again and again charged the battalion 
up to the very bayonets, but were received with so much 
steadiness and with so severe a fire that, after losing many 
horses and men. they galloped out of shot. Amongst their 
dead was Ballapah, brother-in-law of Morari Rao. 

“ He commanded the Mfiraltui. as lheir chief was yet in the 
Arcot province. I Lad known this young man when he was on our 
side—a youth of great spirit and courage, and an excellent horse¬ 
man. His body being fount I in the field p was sent back in my pallan- 
keen to his friends: a mspect I thought justly due to so gallant an 
officer * and they were very thankful for the favour, lie was shot 
by one of our grenadiers* being advanced so near us tlmt he cut one 
of our men in the ranks, though accompanied by only four tao»vmuD. lva 

liftwfence remained three hours at the foot of the rock 
in order to give the enemy an opportunity of renewing the 
fight; but on their showing no iiidivurtlOQ to do so, he placed 
the prisoners and three captured guns in the centre of the 
column, and set out towards his camp* The rear had scarcely 
pot (dear of the Golden Rock into the plain, when the Mysore 
and Mahraita cavalry, IO t OOQ horsemen, shouting and waving 
their swords and spears, pressed on at full speed from all 
sides, resolved to exterminate the handful of men that opposed 
them—scarcely 400 Europeans and 1,300 sepoys guarding 
seventy European prisoners and three captured guns. il But 
the euerny had to deal with Veterans equal to any who have 
done honour to the British nation*"' :| They halted, formed 
square, ami calmly waited for the enemy. When they liad 
come sufficiently near, the signal was given, and t he eight 
six-pounders sent showers of grape through the advancing 
masses of horsemen. They suddenly drew rein* 41 and stood 
a while like men astonished by the fall of thunder/* Seeing 
their ranks wasted by every discharge of grape, and that the 
English battalion and sepoys, with unyielding spirit, reserved 
their fire “ with recovered arm$* tf they broke and fled/ The 

1 Ormc, Yd. 1«, p* 296> 

* H, 0, Cambridge; Ji War in Indio “ (Lawrence's Narrnflvc), pp T 47-8. 

B Qrme f YoL l rp p< 297. * Ibid., p. 297. 
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English troops returned quietly to their camp. Thus by the 
victory of the Golden Rock was Triehinopoly saved. “ But 
the numbers of the enemy weep so great, 1 ' says Lawrence, 
w that a victory op two more would have left nil my men on 
the plains of Tri chi nopoly 1 

The Mysore and Midirstta cavalry had so laid waste the 
country that Lawrence was now- mainly occupied in marching 
and counter-marching through the land in order Lo get supplies 
for his troops anti Lhe garrison. On August 9, as he was 
returning to Trichitiapoly with a convoy of some thousands 
of bullocks laden with provisions, Dalton signalled to him 
from the rock that the enemy were preparing tu oppose him. 
"And by the same signals we were enabled to judge of their 
disposition, which we soon discovered more plainly as we 
advanced.” They had extended themselves from the French 
Hock to the Golden Rock, at each of which some of their 
infantry was posted. 11 At the Sugar Loaf, as between both, 
and readiest to oppose us if we attempted to pass, was their 
battalion, with the artillery planted to advantage. All the 
cavalry was between these rocks.” - 

Lawrence, wishing to avoid an engagement on account of 
his large convoy, determined to go round by the Golden Rock. 
The French, on discovering his intention, sent a party of their 
European battalion to seize first tliat post. But the British 
troops pressed forward, and driving the enemy from the rock, 
planted their colours on the top of it. Seeing this, the French 
party halted, utid also the main body which had advanced a 
little way to support them. The former were nearer the 
English than their own men. So favourable an opportunity 
was not to be lost, Lawrence promptly sent the picket, 
grenadiers, and four platoons to attack them, and he him¬ 
self with the main body followed, “either to support, if 
repulsed, or to join und push Lhe advantage to their main 
body, by driving on them their beaten party.” 

The artillery were on each dank to keep in cheek the enemy’s 
cavalry'. The officer appointed to lead the attack, instead 
1 R 0. Cambridge: " War in India," p. 46. * Ibid., p, 43 . 
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of following his orders, which directed him to come 41 to the 
push of the bayonet without hesitation,” sent word ilia* he 
could not advance without guns. Lawrence, on receiving the 
message, galloped from the main body, and putting himself 
at the head of the attacking party, led them on, 41 the line 
keeping in admirable order in spite of a very smart fire from 
Hie enemy's artillery.*' Several fell, and amongst them 
Captain Kirk, ** at the head of his favourite grenadiers. The 
brave fellows, by whom he was much beloved, could not see 
his death without some emotion. Captain Kill pat rick, who 
saw him fall, and his men at a stand, immediately put him¬ 
self at their head, and desired them if they loved their captain 
to follow him and revenge his death* * > - The fellows 
roused in an instant, swore after their manner they would 
Follow him to hell; and in that disposition attacked the 
enemy, who wen- unable to stand the shock. 1 1 

The main body corning up pursued the blow, and the French 
retreated in great haste round the Golden Rock and away to 
the Five Hills. On September 1, owing to sickness among 
his troops, Lawrence moved his camp to the French Rock ; 
the enemy at the same time moved, and encamped with the 
Sugar-Loaf Mock on their right and the Golden Rock on their 
left. On September 16 Lawrence again attacked the enemy. 
A wing of the British sepoys stormed in gallant style the 
Sugar-Loaf Rock, and the French battalion was broken by 
a bayonet charge of the grenadiers. After an action of two 
hours, 14 tbe three camps of the enemy, with all their baggage 
and ammunition, were taken.” 

The success of the battle of the Sugar-Loaf Rock was great, 
hut for a year active operations were carried on around Tri- 
chmopoly, Lawrence won victories, but also bad, like every 
general, to endure severe reverses, partly due to fortune, 
partly to the errors of his subordinates. In February a 
detachment, consisting of two captains, six officers, the grena¬ 
dier company, 160 strong, and eighty other Europeans, four 
pieces of cannon, and 800 sepoys, was surprised by a large 
1 R+ 0 + Cambridge : " War in India, 1 * p, M*. 
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body of the enemy, and after a hand-to-hand struggle bail 
to surrender. One hundred and thirty Europeans, of whom 
100 wert; wounded, were made prisoners; fifty were killed 
on the spot ; of eight officers, live were killed and the Other 
three wounded. 11 And what still [more] added to the mis¬ 
fortune,” writes Lawrence, “ our brave company of grenadiers, 
who had ever behaved well and successfully, were amongst 
them." 1 Lawrence met his misfortunes with a stern resol u- 
tiou that he would win at any cost, anti his confidence never 
abated. 

But Ills steadfast mind was sorely tried. The difficulty of 
obtaining supplies greatly increased. They had been brought 
bv the traders to a place eighteen miles east of Trichiuopoly, 
whence they were escorted in by detachments from Lawrence’s 
camp. But I laving now only 500 Europeans and a large 
number of French prisoners to guard, he could not spare a 
detachment of sufficient strength which he could safely 
send so far. He was therefore entirely dependent on the 
provisions brought from the barren ami sparsely cultivated 
Tondiman's 1 country to the Tondimams woods twelve miles 
from the city. They were scanty, and day by day the situa¬ 
tion grew worse. To add to Ills misfortunes, Lawrence fell 
dangerously flJL Weeks of grave anxiety passed. Provisions 
must be obtained; convoys mast be escorted. On May 2$ 
at four in the morning, a detachment consisting of 120 Euro¬ 
peans. 500 sepoys, mid two field-pieces was sent to escort 
a large convoy of stores hourly expected from the Tondiman’s 
country. The detachment was to march to an old dry tank 
surrounded by a lofty mud bank two miles to the south of 
the Sugar-Loaf Hock. Here it was to halt until the convoy 
emerged from the wood. The small force proceeded stealthily 

1 R, 0- Cambridge: p * War in tiulLa* 1 p. ft*. 

|,J Tint- Tumi Ilium's ccmnLry > ,r of the PiijdukkflttHl SI Lite ILL Mb. Ira. 4, It ifl 
bounded on the north and west by the TrkhiiiOpoly District* oa the south by 
Madura, and on the east by Tanjore, it measures fifty miles from east to 
west and forty miles trurn norUt to south, IL Is EaUcd utter Its chief town 
the name meaning "new fort." The State was formerly known ns the TcmiU- 
man's caiinlrv from Iht family name at the mJLug elder—Imp, Gm. of India 
new olL. Yol XX. + pp. 23&-I. 
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in the darkness before the dawn. Mohammed Yusuf of Ndlore, 
a gallant native soldier, rode at some distance before the 
advanced guard. Qf him Lawrence said* 44 An excellent par- 
tizan , * + brave and resolute* hut cool and wary In action. 
He was never sparing of himself . * . born a soldier* and 
better of his colour I never saw in the country. He always 
prevents my asking, hy offering h i nisei f for everything, and 
executes what he goes about as well and as briskly as lie 
attempts it.” It was owing to Lawrence that Mohammed 
Yusuf was granted a commission as commandant of all the 
sepoys in the Company's service. On approaching Liu place 
of meeting, Yusuf, whilst ascending a little mound, was sur¬ 
prised by his horse neighing and being answered by several 
others* 4£ When be gut to the top of the bank,” says Law¬ 
rence, 1 he discovered a part of the enemy posted ; the French 
troop in particular who mounted on his appearing, first dis¬ 
charging their carbines, on hearing Which Captain Call laud 
halted, formed lib party, and rode up tn his advanced guard/ L 1 
He met Yusuf, who told him that he thought the French had 
taken post in the choked-up tank. Caillaud determined to 
attack them at once. He ordered Yusuf with the sepoys 
to attack them on the right whilst he with the Europeans 
fell on the left flank. The two divisions dashed forward, 
aim oat stormed the mud bank, and drove the enemy from the 
tank. They quickly rallied, and when daylight spread over 
the place, they commenced a sharp cannonade, 44 which was 
answered with the disparity of two to four/' Caillaud now 
aJso discovered how superior the foe were to him in numbers, 
Grave was the danger which threatened. But the sound of 
the firing had been heard In Trichinopoly. 

Lawrence had been obliged by illness to leave the camp 
and go into the town the previous day, and Captain Polier, 
an intrepid soldier, commanded in his absence. No sooner 
did Polier hear the firing than * + the little army being under 
arms " he marched to Caillaudassistance. The rest of the 
confederate force at the same time crossed the river, but i4 as 
1 LL O. tlttmLiritltpE ; ” War In India Fl (Ljiwreuceu narrative). |>. 0&. 
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imr distance was less than that of the enemy we were (list 
joined.” The British force now amounted only to 3H0 Euro¬ 
peans. 1,300 sepoys, II troopers with five guns, and the united 
force of the enemy determined to intercept their return to 
rump amounted to TOO European*, 50 dragoons, 5,000 sepoys, 
1,000 Imrstr, ” of which fortunately none were Morattoes,' 
and ten guns. CniUaud had employed a native to slip through 
the enemy aud order the provisions to return. He and Folicr 
now agreed to go back to camp. The English battalion defiled 
out of the enclosure and formed a column. The sepoys fol¬ 
lowed and formed a line touching the rear of the column at 
right angles mid extending to its left. Thus making two 
sides of a quadrilateral, the little detachment moved tor- 
ward. The French sepoys, getting to their rear, plied the 
English line of sepoys with musketry. Polier himself was 
wounded. On the small force tramped for almost a mile, 
when it reached another tank, also surrounded by a mud 
bank. Just as they got into the enclosure Polier received 
a second wound, and C&illaud again assumed command. The 
sepoys and cavalry of the enemy closed round the tank on 
three sides of it, the French battalion on the fourth, tuillaud 
placed two field- pieces in front of the English battalion wliich 
blazed out in the face of the advancing French, and in a few 
moments a hundred of them lay on the ground. 11 Never, 
1 believe,” says Lawrence, ” were two pieces better served. 
They were of the short six-pounders that take in a large quan¬ 
tity of grape." 1 The French, surprised and gulled, halted 
and began to waver in spite of the eftorts of their officers, 
Caillaud improved 11 the lucky minute ; the English batta¬ 
lion advanced and delivered so hot a fire that the French 
gave way in panic. The sepoys and Mysore cavalry, which 
had been kept at bay by the English sepoys, then joined in 
the retreat. The English detachment continued its march 
to its camp. But many were left behind. The killed find 
wounded on their side is [tut down at a little more than two 
hundred, of whom rather more than a third were Europeans, 
* 1 Ct. O, tluiiibridge : ” W*r in Iwlki," p. 6G, 
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while the French lost two hundred of their battalion and three 
hundred sepoys killed or wounded* 

Lawrence, although very ill, ordered himself to he carried 
to the top of one of the city gates, and watched the dread 
fray as it swayed this way and that across the plain. It was 
the last of the stem Homeric combats fought beneath the 
walls of Trielunopoly. 

Foiled in their attempt to intercept the convoys^ the French 
determined to destroy the supplies at their source* They 
marched into the country of the Folignrs with the intention 
of destroying everything they could* The country people, 
idarmed, quitted their villages, drove their cattle to the 
woods, and left their homes to be burned by the enemy. 1 
The French troops proceeded to devastate the Tanjore 
frontier, and they 11 cut through the great bank which, pre¬ 
venting the waters of the Cauvery from running into the 
channel of lhe Coleman, may be called the bulwark of the 
Tanjore country. 1 * 

Lawrence, leaving half Ids force to defend Triehinopoly, 
marched to Tanjore. On his arrival there he was joined by 
a reinforcement from the coast consisting of 150 Europeans 
and 500 sepoys. Alter a stay of some weeks he again entered 
the plain of Trichmapoly on August 17, with a force com¬ 
prised of 1,200 English and Tnpasses* 8,000 English sepoys 
with 14 field-pieces, 2,500 Tanjorean cavalry, and 3,000 in- 
fan try with some field-piec&s. He intended to pass between 
the Sugar-Loaf and the French Rocks. Maissin, the French 
commander, whose force consisted of 000 European infantry 
400 To passes, a number of sepoys, H guns, and 10,000 Mysore 
horse under Ilyder Ali, “ the best officer of the Mysoreans/* 
advanced from his camp at the Five Hocks on hearing of 
Lawrence's approach His plan was to make a brisk demon¬ 
stration of attack,, then, a strategic retreat, ami, if the enemy 
followed him rapidly anti placed a wide interval between 
their troops and their baggage, Hyder was to sweep round 
the French Rock with his cavalry and cut oil the convoy* 
1 Ft, G. Gain bridge; +l War in India/* p. 67. 
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The (feign very nearly succeeded* The action began with 
an artillery duel, Lawrence's gunners dealt the French a 
punishment more tremendous than they expected. They drew 
their cannon ofi and began to retreat regularly- Lawrence 
was on the point of following them when he heard that Hyder 
All had attacked his rear. The Mysore commander had 
fallen too soon on the baggage. Lawrence ordered the rear 
guard to march back to their station, and Hyder had only 
time to secure and carry off about thirty-five carts, some 
of them laden with arms and ammunition* A party of 500 
Topasses and sepoys with two guns had crossed the river 
to cover Hyder's operation, but a sally from the garrison 
drove them back to the island. After the scattered bullocks 
and coolies had been gathered together, the force continued 
its march* encamped near the city, and supplied it with a 
stock of provisions. * By the end of the iirst week in Septem¬ 
ber all the French troops had been forced from the plain into 
String ham, the grave of French glory and ambition. On 
September 2S, the rainy season having commenced, the greater 
portion of the English force went into cantonments in some 
pagodas, and while there Lawrence heart! in October that 
a three-months' truce had been concluded. 

On August L 1754, the Due dr Bourgogne anchored in the 
road of Pondicherry, and Godeheu landed on the following 
dav, accompanied by some of his troops. Duplet x went down 
from Government House to the landing-place to meet his 
old acquaintance, the former Factor at C hander nagore. After 
a few polite words of greeting, Godeheu lumded to Dupleix 
the King's warrant depriving him of the oitiee of governor. 
Dupleix read it* and replied that he only knew to obey the 
King and submit to «JL n They then proceeded to Govern¬ 
ment House, where Godeheu read the orders of the Com¬ 
pany and of the Court, and assumed the administration of 
the Government, which \L Dupleix resigned to him with 
an appearance of composure and serenity, and was treated 
by his successor with all imaginable respect. 

1 urine, VuL L, pp. 070-1- 
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The following day ** Mr. Godehcu was acknowledg'd at 
the Ift-ml of the Troops Commissary General & Governour 
General for the King, of the French Nation in India*” 1 Dupleix 
was permitted 41 to continue the exhibition of those marks 
of Moorish dignity, which both Muraafu-jing and Sal&had-jiag 
had permitted him to display, when they appointed him 
Nabob of the Carnatic. These were of various flags and 
ensigns, various instruments of military music, particular 
ornaments for his palankeen, a Moorish dress. . _ * In this 
equipage he went . , . to dine with Mr. Godehcu on the feast 
of St. Louis. 11 3 The fact that after having been deprived of 
all power he should rejoice in an exhibition of this kind shows 
the weak side of his nature. The better side is illustrated 
by his writing to entreat Bussy not to allow the change of 
governor to diminish his zeal for the service. He entreated 
Godehcu to send reinforcements to TrtehUiupoIy, But Genic- 
heu had been sent out for the express purpose of substituting 
pacific for warlike relations between the two companies. 
He knew how low were the French finances, and he also knew 
that the English were sending out a fleet with a large number 
of troops. He therefore lost no time in making overtures for 
peace. On August 5: 

" Ttm H President lays before the Board a Letter from Mohs', 
Gudeheu at Pondicherry dated the 1st Instant advising bis Arrival 
l here with full Power from thu King and the French Company in 
Quality of Commander General of all the French Settlements on 
both sides the Cape of Good Hope, Lhul he is come with a Sincere 
Intention to Endeavour Ld pacify the Troubles in India, that as an 
Kxoiliplr of his Sincerity <£ moderation he sets at Liberty the Troops 
which Mr. Duplrlx caused heretofore to be stopped in their Passage 
from Madras* to Fort St* David. That ns Nothing Is inert 1 uncer- 
lain than the fate of Anns. & new Acts of Hostility on which side 
soever the Ad van Luge may turn will onjy serve to inflame he pro¬ 
poses a Suspension of Amu during wkicli each Nalion is to remain 
m their present Condition & that a Day be agreed on for publishing 
the same at the head of the Troops of both Nations* which will afford 
a proper Opportunity for Exchanging Lhe Prisoner*.” 3 

1 Dhiiy ■ i m I Omni It: lion Louk. Military UefuirlmenL p, IHO. 

1 Qrmfc, VtiL L, C- 

0 Mwircts Hecyrda, 
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The Buard in thdr 44 General Letter ,T to Lawrence wrote: 

11 There hs a great Finesse in sending hack Capt* Schniib & such 
of his Party as Remain at Pondicherry! it has an Air of Frankness 
& Sincerity whilst the Satisfaction offered is no way equal to the 
injury i Indignity receiv'd, perhaps not above one third or i of the 
Men who were seized are now at Pondicherry the rest have been 
inveigled into the French Service & arc now with de Hussy, We pro¬ 
pose to write M r Code he u that We have directed Capt u Schaub to 
deliver him a Roll of all his Men who were unjustly seized by M T 
Dupleix & if he will return ns the whole Number or make up the 
[tendency out of the English Prisoners We then shall consider 
this Action as a real mark of his good In Lent Ions & shall be ready 
Lo take the most effectual Measures for restoring of Tranquility," 1 

On the morning of August 13 “arriv'd the Ship Galatea 
from Pondicherry with Captain Sdintib and the remainder 
of Ins detachment." On September 2 the President lays 
before the Board two letters from Mr. Godehcu ' L by which 
it is very plain to be observ'd that at the same Time he speaks 
in the most paeifiek State he endeavours to evade hte own 
Proposal of a Suspension of Arms/* Seven days later they 
heard that the Britannia, one of the tenders of the squadron, 
Imd arrived at Fort St, David with part of His Majesty's 
troops* On September 12 they received the following letter 
from Admiral Watson s 

Gkhtleitch, — I tills Morning arriv'd here with Ills Majesty^ 
Ships Kenl and Salisbury* in which Ships are about two hundred 
Soldiers, who in Consequence of yonr Opinion dated tlie 11* July 
lust, (which I have just receiv'd) win be landed to morrow Morning, 
and Join Lieutenant Colonel BagshaWn 

The remaining part of the Regiment are on board his Majesty's 
SlilpJi Bridgwater A Kings Fisher (sic) Sloop A three of the Com¬ 
pany's Ships ; The Bridgwater & Sloop 1 parted with two Bays ago 
off the North end of Ceylon, but expect to sll- them to morrow or 
next Day at farthest, A hope very boon to sue all tlir India Ships p 
and in gel the whole RegimenL Landed, that they may be ready 
to act upon the very first Occasion. 

1 must own, 1 very readijy Concmr with you in regard to your 
Opinion relating to the Station of the Ships, & think tins by much 
ttu- most advise able Place to remain in* in the present Cifcuimtances 
of Affair*, and if Nothing material happens to cause any Alterations 
in this Disposition, I shall remain here 'till 1 am forced to retire on 


1 Minims Hi;-CDnl5, 
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Account of llie Monsoons setting in, but you may depend l shall 
exert my utmost Endeavours to continue on this Coast as Jong as 
Possible, £ to do every tiling that will promote the Benefit £ Advan¬ 
tage of unr Possessions in this part of the World. 

I am Gentkmtii Your most Obedient Servant 

Cha* Watson* 

Fort St. David's Road 
KT Sepr 1734. 

P.S. Inclos'd ! send you lour Packets from the East India 
Company* 

Watson very soon saw all the ships anchored in Fort St, 
DavitTs road* and the whole of Adlercron's regiment* 700 
strong, 10 of the King's artillerymen, and 200 recruits for the 
Company's service* were sent ashore* The French had also 
received a reinforcement of 1*200 men, half of which were 
hussars, under the command of Colonel Fitsehcr, a Gemnm 
partisan of some reputation: but the rest were only raw 
recruits. The arrival of the English fleet and troops., better 
disciplined than his own, induced Gadefcueii to propose terms 
more reasonable, and on September 2# f 1754, Articles for a 
Suspension of Hostilities between the English ^ French Nations 
in the Carnatcek *' were “ Signed in the English Copy Tho* 
Saunders in the French Copy Godehcu. 11 They were fc4 to 
begin from the 11th October the Hay on which the Suspension 
of Arms shall he published to all the Troops in mil the Forts 
and actual Possessions of the two contracting Nations in the 
Carnateck.* 1 

The day after the signing of the suspension Dupleix and 
hb wife embarked on board Le Due iF Orleans. The high 
officials, factors, and ckrks, and a multitude of the native 
population, moved with ft deep sense of admiration and regret, 
went to the seashore to bid farewell to the departing ruler. 
His temper, pride* and arrogance, which liad offended so 
many, were forgotten; hb kindly actions and profuse gener¬ 
osity were remembered. He had spent a princely fortune 
to exalt the French name. His whole career us a ruler through 
ten years of stress and storm shows the single-handed courage 
with which he met every blow of fortune* the infinite skill 
with which he would cover over disaster and the audacious 
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self-reliance with which he worked to promote the ultimate 
ad vantage of his nation. But with many splendid gifts he 
was defective in piain judgment. The plans which he formed 
were well imagined, but the course which he pursued was 
never cautious and definite. He never put a hound to his 
aspiring spirit and his love of pomp. He did not, like Clive 
in Bengal, attempt to quiet the minds of the natives by leaving 
the country in the Jiatids nominally of the native princes, hut 
he claimed to be recognised as Nawab of the Carnatic by 
doubtful patents. This claim aroused the jealousy of the 
country powers, and could never be acknowledged and 
recognised by the English. His ostentations parade of sover¬ 
eignty, his intrigues with the Indians were miserable blunders, 
because a European governor ought to govern on European 
principles and by European forms. But his resort to other 
principles and other maxims was due in a large measure to 
his Oriental wife. Madame Dupleix was fond of intrigue and 
avaricious of power and money, because that was her Eastern 
nature. It was her corrupt native agent who became the 
real administrator of the Carnatic and pillaged the districts 
and cruelly imprisoned and tortured the inhabitants whose 
treasure he seized. The Frenchman who opposed the native 
agent was a ruined man. It was the abuse of the powers 
vested in him that led the way to the stats- in which the Com¬ 
pany’s affairs stood when Godeheu was sent for the purpose 
of reforming it, Godeheu found n corrupt and chaotic 
administration, a bankrupt treasury and troops mutinous for 
want of pay. The ill-success of these troops in the four years 
was in a great measure due to the perpetual interference of 
Dupleix in the details of the campaign and bis constant 
removal of commanders. It is true that he had no able captain 
except Bossy, and the English had some uf the most splendid 
officers who ever graced an army — Clive, Lawrence, Dalton, 
Kilpatrick, and Call laud. The French soldiers fought with 
all the gallantry of their race. But they could not support 
a fabric whose foundation had never been properly laid. This 
was the cardinal mistake of Dupleix, In writing about him 
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we, however, fed what Bolicgbroke felt about Marl borough ■ 
“He was sn great a man that I have forgotten his faults,’ 1 

Poor Dupleix! All who have read the story of his career 
must regret that there was not a less melancholy end for tbit 
brilliant and vehement nature. His life had been a long battle 
to enrich his nation, and to fulfil his work he had sacrificed 
his own fortune and the fortunes of his friends. His claims 
may have been exaggerated, but from the French Govern¬ 
ment and the French East India Company he was entitled 
to generous treatment. But they would not do him bare 
justice. He sought it by a law process. The Ministry exer¬ 
cised their despotic right, and put a stop to the proceedings. 
A few days before the mournful settling he published his final 
appeal; il Jc me. suis snumis a ton its Its form c* ■judidaires ; 
j'ai demand £ c&mme Ic dernier des crSanciers ce gui 7 nest dth 
Mes service/! semi trait Ss dc fables ; nut demands cst denoneit 
comme ridicule ; je suits traits comme i'itre k plus j-it dtt getirc 
humain. Je suis dans la phis deplorable indigence / In petite 
propriM yui me retail vient d'etre gains; je .mis contrainl dc 
dcmeiTider une sentence de delai pour Sutler tTHre frainl cn prison." 

On the night of November 11, 1703, Dupleix died. After a 
century of neglect France determined to erect at Pondicherry 
a monument to one of the most famous of her sons, Near 
the beached verge of the tumultuous surf, on a pedestal con¬ 
structed from old fragments of temples brought from Gingee, 
stands the statue of Dupleix, The sculptor has succeeded in 
giving the magnificent head, lofty and wide forehead, and 
the intellectual face, roll of energy and power, of the great 
French patriot and statesman. 

Two months after Dupleix left the East a provisional treaty 
was concluded* between “ Thomas Saunders Esq r President 
for the Honourable English Company on the Coasts of Choro- 
tnandcl and Orixa Governour of Fort St. George &e» and 
Ovaries Robert Godeheu Esq' Commissary for his most Christian 
Majesty, Commander General of ail the settlements of the 
French Company on both Sides the Cape of Good Hope and 
1 Don? at Fort SL Georgs, December 31, 17M. 
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at China, President of all the Councils there Establish'd and 
Director General of the India Company of France,” The 
first Article was a counsel of perfection : 11 The two Companies 
English and French shall renounce for ever all Moorish Govern¬ 
ment and Dignity and shall never interfere in any Difference 
that may arise between the Princes of the Country. All 
places in their possession except those which should be stipu¬ 
lated in the treaty should he given up to the Moors- In 
Tanjore the English should retain Deireeotah and the 
French Karikal “ with their present Districts ”2 on the 
Coromandel Coast the English should retain Fort St. George 
and Fort St, David with their respective districts and the 
French Pondicherry* “ the Districts of which ate to be 
specified (dt) in the definitive Treaty/ 1 The districts of 
Pondicherry were, however, to be made equal to those of 
the other two. 

In the Northern Sircars Masulipatam and Divi were to 
remain “ neuter/' leaving to the two companies the choice 
of making a partition, “Each Nation shall have u House 
for Commerce at Maxuiipatanr with an equal Number of 
Soldiers to guard it j in case this Town should remain Neuter* 
Divi shall be deliver'd to the English if the French reserve 
Mazulipatam, and If the French keep Divy* the English shall 
huve Mazulipatam; In these two last Cases equal districts 
shall be annex’d to the Possessions/ 5 Northward of Mnsulb 
pa tarn and within the Northern Sircars each Company should 
liave four or five subordinate factories merely as places of 
trade without any district attached to them, and so situated 
as not, to interfere with each other. Till the district was 
made definite by its ratification in Europe, ' Neither Nation 
shall be allowed to procure during the Truce any new Grant 
nr Cession or to build Forts for the Defence of new Establish¬ 
ments* It shall only be lawful to Rebuild and Repair the Forti¬ 
fications now subsisting in the Establishments the 3 T possess 
at this Time in order to prevent their entire Ruin. The 
indemnities due to each nation were to he “ amicably adjusted 
in the Definitive Treaty, 51 
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By a separate convention signed the same day, Decent 
her 31, the truce was extended from January 11 until it was 
known whether England and France would accept the treaty. 
James Mill writes: By this treaty everything for which 

they had been contending was gained by the English ; every 
advantage of which they had come into possession was given 
up by the French/ 1 But, as Orme points nut, before the 
decision of the two companies was known eighteen months 
would pass, and 14 there was no positive obligation on either 
of the companies to adopt the opinions of their representa¬ 
tives expressed in the conditional treaty/* During that time 
tlie French would draw annually the revenues of all the terri¬ 
tories acquired during the war, amounting to 1855,000 sterling, 1 
while the English would draw only £100*000 dthrived from 
land mortgaged by the Nawab to reimburse the large sum 
of money they had spent on his account in military expenses. 
If the treaty was accepted by both parties, the French would 
make the larger sacrifice \ hut this was a substantial reason 
for the French Company not accepting it. The important 
advantage gained hy the English was the tacit acknowledg¬ 
ment of Mohammed AJi us Nawab of the Carnatic. 

The omission of any direct mention of Bussy and his con¬ 
nection with the Decent! in the treaty has been often dis¬ 
cussed/ But the solution is simple* The French could not 
possibly agree Eg withdraw Lhcir troops from the Deccan 
because that meant restoring the Northern Sircars to the 
Viceroy. The Madras Government knew it would he useless 
to press this point, and therefore, as Orme states, all mention 

1 Qnne slates ^ "In nil G,&42,iihh rupees equal to &55»0 Dm nountl* sUt- 
Ling."—Orme, YoL L, p. 377-8. 

■James Mill writes (‘ History of British India," VoL IIX, p. 140, note) : 
HP Col. Wilks mujit hnve read the treaty very carelessly, to imagine that ' the 
substantial Moorish government an*] dignity at the ■extensive and valuable 
pinvlntcj of Use Northern Clrairi were jini noticed in the treaty, 1 ubcti like 
very first urtSeie of the treaty says. 1 The two Companies English' anil Fraids, 
ilfcflU renounce for ever till Moorish government ami dignity* and atia.ll never 
interfere In any dUtevoces that urisc between the princes of the country/ Mr. 
Orme, too (ao easily is the Judgment warped of the beat nf men when IhcLr 
paiiiotu are engaged), Imagined it would have been no infringement of the 
treaty, to assist the Malirnttas with English troops from Bombay for tbe 
purfiasH ul compelling SalflLitit Junp to cfimilss Bussy and the French, and 
deprive them of Hie Northern drears/* 
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of the French troops seems to have heen studiously avoided. 
The main object of the provisional treaty was to secure for 
at least some time peace in the Carnatic, The truce was, 
however, badly kept by both parties. The English early in 
February assisted Mohammerl Ali to reduce Madura and Tine- 
velly, and M. de Leyrit. who had succeeded Code lieu as 
Governor of Pondicherry, sent a force to collect rents for the 
Rajah of Mysore, 


R 
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1755-fl : THE G1TEHIA EXPEDITION-THE BENGAL EXPEDITION 

Such was the conditio ri of nriuirs in Southern Imlk when 
Clive reached Bombay, 

On the Stretfiam entering Bombay harbour, Clive saw Ad¬ 
miral Watson's squadron lying anchored in front of the grey 
walk of the old Castle, On landing he learnt that Colonel 
Scott was dead, and he therefore became commander of the 
expedition. But lie was at the same Umc informed of the 
provisional treaty, and that the Bombay Government intended 
to abandon the expedition, not because they considered it 
a violation uf the treaty, it has been so often stated, 
but for other reasons which Clive mentions in the following 
letter: 

Sin, — My last was from S 1 Jago and the Pttham being now under 
dispat el i for Europe gives me an opportunity of addressing you 
a second Time, It may suffice, without being particular to ac¬ 
quaint you that the Troops which embark'd on board the -3 Ships 
are safely arriv'd at this place with the loss only of 0 or 7 private 
men. 

The we have raced news from the other Coast so late as the 0* 
of last Month we have no account as yet of the arrival of the Budding - 
ion 5he cannot surely he gone to Bengal the most probable con¬ 
jecture is that being too late to venture on the Coast she may have 
stood for \ittegihlr\ Intending to stretch over to Madras* sometime 
in December when the Danger of the Monsoon is over however at 
all events 1 hope no very HI fortune hath attended her. 

It would be needless Lo expatiate on the Truce by this Time so 
well known In England Copy of which and of the private Articles have 
been transmit ltd to tills Place by the select Committee on the Other 
Coast who have recommended in the strongest Terms the eHiring into 
an Immediate Treaty with the Moral toes, the joining them in Lhc 
Field and even coming to acLion if necessity should require the Gentle¬ 
men of this place are of opinion that acting by halves or making q 
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Cals paw of the Moratloes may ruin the Company’s Affair? In fhese 
parts they urge that if alter having joined and put them io a very 
great Kvpence in assembling an Army a peace should be eon eluded 
in consequence of the private articles carried home by .Mr, Saunders 
that the withdrawing the Forces may cause an Evolution greatly 
detrimental to this Island at present in a very nourishing Condition ; 
that even tt» very tmatlng with them without being at a Certainty 
of fulfilling the articles o! such treaty, will not only publish the Scheme 
to all the world but likewise deprive the English of that Reputation 
for Equity Eind Justice* which at present they are so fam'd for — at 
tin: same Time they have agreed to make all necessary preparations* 
for the carrying this Scheme into Execution when they are assured 
it may be done to the purpose. I must confess that 1 join Issue 
with the Gentlemen here on this Subject (as do the two admirals 
who were present upon the Occasion). I should not he over Scrupulous 
or wanting in a little chicanery towards a nation who never made 
any treaties Ed all but with a view of breaking them, but really st 
pres* nt E think any Infringement whatever would not be agreeable 
to the Maxims of Sound Policy : It Is not only the welfare of the 
other Coast hut this Likewise that comes under Consideration, they 
on the other side have no connection at all with the Moraltoca* 
therefore any step towards weakening or removing the French 
Influence from Golcond is the grand point gaind to them even 
tho' it be at the Expellee of the Morattu Friendship the loss nf 
which may cause us 111 Effects there whereas a failing in our 
Engagements may occasion the whole weight of the Morattu Re¬ 
sentment to fall on this side ; in short I can only remark that if 
no such Truce had subsisted the Scheme which was designd at the 
India House might have been carried into Execution with a pros¬ 
pect of gre id Advantage to the Company and great Credit and 
Honor to the Gentlemen who planned it. I hope the first Ship I hat 
comes from England will either enable us to put the Intended planti 
in Execution or to enjoy the great Benefits arising from Peace, 
Trade and Plenty. 

At present an affair of the like nature tho not of the like Con¬ 
sequence seems to engross the Attention of this place 1 mean the 
Attack of Guerin, if a perfect Harmony subsisting between the Sen 
& Land Forces esm add anything to the prospect of utir Success I 
am sure such Harmony will not be wanting Mr. Watson ever al¬ 
ien Live to the good of his Country hath undertaken this Expedition 
by Sen the Command by Land devolves on me who upon this occa¬ 
sion have offer'd my Service and indeed I con'd not do less both 
in Justice to I hose to whom 1 ow r e every thing as in Justice Lq my 
own Reputation. T hope Mr Drake will believe thfit I ever carry 
in my remembrance a thorough conviction of his Friendship and 
t hat withouL dwelling too much upon so tender a point 3 cannot 
Lake a better method of shewing my Gratitude to him than by proving 
myself a faiLbful and honest Servant to the Company, whenever I 
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cease lo lie such I am sun' T shall very deservedly cease to enjoy 
the least Share of his Esteem. 

^Irs. Clive joins with me hi best wishes lo Mrs. Drake and oil 
the Family and 1 am 

Dear Sir 

Vonr niofil affect: and most obeclf Scrv* 

Robert Clive 

Bombay Jan* 31 - 1756 

To Room Drake Esq 1 * 

About the same time in a letter without date Clive writes : 

Dear Sir* —l Flatter myself you will he greatly pleased to hear 
of the sale arrival of all Lhc Troops at this place. 1 wish I could 
add and In readiness to put in Execution the Plan you in trebled 
yourself bd much aboul In England nothing hut the Truce could 
h avc prevented so glorious an undertaking The Gentleman on the 
other side seem very desirous of carrying this Scheme into Execution 
even at the Risque of infringing the Treaty but the committee here 
differ greatly in opinion, affirming that deceiving the Merattas will 
ruin the Company's Affairs In these parts which would certainly 
he the Case if In consequence of the private articles carried home 
by Mr, Saunders a peace should be concluded : however everything 
is making ready for joining the Mcrattoes the instant a fitting oppor¬ 
tunity offers ; on Lids Subject I have been more particular with 
Mr. Drake to whom l beg leave to refer you. 

Al this place the Subject of Discourse has been chiefly about 
the Attack of Gueria 1 thought it a duty incumbent on me to 
oiler ray Service on the Occasion, and hope In a very few days to 
embark wiLli 1000 Men ready lo no I by land nr Sen as may he most 
for thu Comp" Interest ; it would he vain and presumptuous Lo 
Insure success but If we may Credit Report and compare that Report 
with the Forces earned against the Place, we have the most san¬ 
guine hopes of sending home agreeable news by the next Ship : I 
am sure nothing has been wanting on my part to forward this Expe¬ 
dition and Major Chalmers eveiy way qualified for the command 
of the Train has been very assiduous in what concerns his Branch ; 
the treating on this Subject leads me to a few Remarks which by 
some may be deem'd ill-naturd ones and yet I cannot pass them 
oyer in Silence without Injustice to you and the rest of my Em¬ 
ployers. The Preparations for Guerin did naturally induce me to 
be more Inquisitive concerning Military Affairs than otherwise I 
should have been, and upon such Enquiry I cannot say I have found 
Capt. DeFinck so equal to the command of the Train as 1 could 
wish : his method of proceeding fell so far short of Expectation 
that I was ohligd to take everything out of his hands relating to 
Lhe present Expedition+ a refractory jealous way of thinking* noL 
at all calcuiiUed for the good of Lhe Service p seems to have possessed 
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hini ami 1 have been at last reduced to the Necessity of writing him 
a Letter couchd in pretty severe Terms In which J have taken notice 
of this Complaint. 

1 nm muter some concern to find most of the Officers of the t 
Companies of Artillery to be Fomlgners for without mentioning 
the many Inconveniences that may attend the employing those In 
the Train who cannot speak one word of our Language It may be 
In I heir power to destroy at one Blow what nil the Wisdom or Caution 
of mail cannot guard against. 

] do not mean by the above to relied on Cnpl. De Kinck as an 
Engineer, it wood be folly in me to give my opinion on a Subject 
in which I am not sufficiently wrsiL T can only observe that the 
Fortifications go on very slowly as indeed they do in nil parts of 
India, and notwithstanding the Gentlemen at Home have shewn 
an uncommon attention in what relates to their Fortifications abroad, 
by sending out able and experienc’d Engineers yet that fatality which 
has attended ilnm (and I much fear) a want uf Jteal even in the 
Company's Servants them selves have left two of the principal Setlli'- 
ments (perhaps at the Eve of war) in a Condition scarce defensible 
1 mean Madras on ! Bombay, as to the latter there is cover for 5£H m 
Men within twenty paces of the Count erschorp the Ground just 
without the Walls is crowded with buildings which sboud he pulled 
down immediately a Glads and cover’d way made which Is the greatest 
& most Expeditious strength that can possibly be added to a Forti¬ 
fication in this Country. It would put it ouL of the Enemies power 
Lo butler in Breach the Body of the Place till in possession of the 
covert! way| nnd of consequence of the of tlit* Countersdiarpt 7 

this wns the Plan which was pursud by the French when ill posses¬ 
sion of Madras buL enough of what does not canie within the Compass 
of my Knowledge and Experience. 

Hy the last advices from Madras Colo 1 Herring notwithstanding 
great Favour shewn him by llie Gourtmnrtial was broke with Ignominy 
anil is since escapd to Sadrassi It serins he was detach d suniitim*. 
ago with a strong party to the Madura and TrinoveUy Countries 
lo gather the Nabobs Revenues on the Company's Account Where he 
was guilty (even hy his own confession) of most notorious and illegal 
Practices in consequence of which lie was suspended, from his seat 
In Council and afterwards prosecuted by Mr. Dupree the Secretary 
In the Company's name at the General Court Martial, I thought proper 
to transmit you this advice as thinking it not unlikely hut the Pt/lmm 
or Stretham may arrive in England before any ship from the other 
Coast. 

I nm sorry so little Harmony reigns on the other side, and yet 
I am so far partial to the Gent 11 in Council as to think they have 
done everything lif not more than in their power) lo satisfy his 
Majesty’s ODkrrs Advices coming round of this grant has occasion) 
the Officers here to apply for the same Allowance which has bun 
given them to put them on a footing with tin Gtdl u at St. Davids 
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and in consideration of their going Iri.tr> imnietliale Service, when 
this Allowance was firs I propos'd l .should certainly have voted 
□gainst It as being persuaded when the Gentlemen gave orders his 
Majesty's Officers should be put upon n footing with Lhe Companys 
they meant in point nf pay rjufy* no! ejoflthlng, a perrpikiLe they 
mud not possibly have without a Foundation for such Perquisite* 
I he Companies nut being doiiLhd by the Captains hut by the Colonels, 

1 CQUd wish that both Civil ond Military wd. cooperate in what 
is for the good of their Country ' it has been my good fortune hitherto 
to agree with all parties, and I am sure It will be so during this 
Expedition. \ hope the Obligations j am under to the Company 
will so far inspire me with a grateful sense of them as to withstand 
all selfish considerations when their welfare Ls at Stake. I am sure 
Mr. Mabbot wond never have shewn Eibnself so firm * Friend if he 
E]ad thought otherwise ; a brie nil ship on which 1 have very greaL 
dependence, yet great sis it is J am confident that Friendship will 
cease whenever ] cease to deserve It. 

It la with Regret I think uti the Loss of Lady Helve's and Miss 
Cotes^ agreeable company [ shall not easily forget the Honor done 
us at Swithip's Lane I hope Lhe Time will come when that Favour 
may be repeated I desire my host Inspects to them and to Mrs. 
Mabbot being 


Dear Sir 

Your affectionate A obliged humble Servant 


Tv Wm, Mabbot Esq\ 


Robert Clive. 


Ghcria, 1 built on a craggy promontory almost surrounded 
bv the ocean, was the stronghold of Tulaji Augria, the chief 
of the pirates who infested the west coast of India. The 
founder oj the family was Ivanoj i Anglia, who was appointed 
Admiral of the Maliratta fleet in 1098, and proved himself a 
brave and daring commander. His ships crept along the 
coast, plundering every vessel and sailing up every fiord to 
sack every undefended town. Shlvaji Iiad fort ifi ed every 
creek with a fort, and these fell into the hands of Ivanojt, who 
became the founder of a piratical empire, which extended 
iroru Goa. to Born buy. The fleets of the Angrias consisted of 
fast sailing vessels of small burden and rowing boats of forty 
or fifty oars and crowded with daring and desperate men. 
From the wik or creek in which their fleet Jay the Vikings or 
crcekmcn pounced upon their prey. When they drew near 

% ijnyntlmg or Gfterln, 170 miles south of Bonibi±v + Is one of the bfSt Lor- 
tonn on the weslcfn coast. 
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they gatherer! astern of their victim and fired into her rigging 
until they succeeded in disabling her; the rowing boats then 
closed with her, ami the crew, sword in hand, boarded her 
from all sides. A heavy merchant vessel lay completely at 
the mercy of the pirates, and the Company had to spend a 
large sum annually in protecting their growing trade. 

At length, in 1755. the Bombay Government determined, 
in alliance with the Peshwa, to make a vigorous attempt to 
crush the pirates. On March 22 Commodore James, who 
commanded the Company's marine force in India, as gallant 
a sailor as ever trod a deck, sailed iroiti Bombay with a small 
squadron, consisting of his flag-ship the PtttleclOT, the Hfimhaif. 
twenty-eight guns; the Swalioo}, sixteen guns; and the 
Triumph and Viper, bomb vessels. He was found at (- haul 1 
by the Mahralta fleet, consisting of seven grabs 1 and sixty 
guilivats, 3 having on hoard 10,000 soldiers. It was intended 
that the Mahmtta army should besiege the forts of the enemy 
juul the English fleet blockade the liar hours. Commodore 
James was not to lend any of bis people, except a few of the 
train. 11 which you may lend them to point their cannon. 

Captain James, both in Ids letter to the Board and in 
his diary, gives a graphic account oi Suvariiaclriig. Suvurna- 
drug. the golden fortress, is huilt on a low, irregular island 
situated about a quarter mile from the mainland. The forti¬ 
fications are cut out of the solid rock, here and there supple- 


‘i’.buul (Cheul), a town on the cauit ahiml thirty mile* from Bunibuy. 

«Grab (AT. (ihorab), U galley. Thu grabs have rarely more than two must*, 
although soma luive three; those of three are about 3Wt tons buriheii, but 
the other* ore not til ore than 150: they ore built to dn.w very tilth: water, 
heidii very l.r.uul In nrrworllmi to their texiKth, narrowing, however, from the 
8,1(1410 to the end, where Instead of bnwi they ImVc prow, projecting Ulw 
that of a Medilerranenn Halley r ’ (dime, VoL I., p, UH>. Hie grab* carded 
a number ot nuns, two or then from nine to twelve pound era. placed on the 
main dock so us lu fire through port holes over the prow, and the real usually 
lix to nine poundott Utted to give a broadside. 

■GaffrvuL "The gallLvals are large mW-bonti Unlit Hie Uie but 

or siriLiilcr ilimenilDiiSv the largest rarely exceeding 70 tons. They have two 
uniats, of which the miien in very slight: Uia mniTimasL ban Only one sail, 
which is triaiigu3itr ami very large. * - - in ftEiirniL tire galllvatB nr* covered 
wiih a spur cL<*ck.* tiihiLe far lightness »E Lamhoes, upllt ;. ami limse only i nrr* 
pEtlenuroei Overt on swfrvcU in Lhc gunnel of the vessel : but those of Ih* 1 largest 
Hi7 E have a Li veil sleek, on which they mount hi* or eight tftets of ennncm from 
two to four poutitlerB- They have forty or fifty stout oar*, ami may he rowed 
four rnll-is a i l ho ur (Onne* \&t. I.» p. I ^2)- 
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men ted by blocks of large red stones of near four feet square, 
so bard that many of our shot split by striking against them.” 
Opposite the island commanding the narrow cimnnel was Fort 
Goa, called by James, Fort Cava, and on a peninsula of land 
joined to it Futtedurg and Cunnoidurg. Suvarnadrug, James 
informs us, bad fifty guns. Fort Goa about forty-four, and 
the two others twenty guns each. On April 3 James opened 
fire on Suvamadrug from the seashore, but “ found their walls 
too thick and solid to beat down.” He asked the Mahratfca 
commander for the loan of 800 or 1,000 of his people to enter 
the fort by storm, “ but could not prevail on him.” Next 
morning James discerned that the water was deep enough 
for him to go further in and bombard both Fort Goa and 
Snvarnadrug. “ They fired pretty briskly upon us from the 
inner and outer forts,” he writes, “ but by returning the com¬ 
pliment of the former with the lower deck, of the latter 
with the upper deck guns, two or three at a time, and by tlmt 
means keeping an incessant fire upon thorn, they were 
very silent in three hours, and afterwards fired a shut a ply 
now and then.” A shell blew up the magazine, and a general 
conflagration ensued. Next morning James renewed the 
Iximbardment, and “at 10 [on April 4] tlirce of the forts 
struck their colours, on which [I] sent Lieutenant Young on 
shore with Lnglish flags, which were hoisted, manned ships, 
ami gave Lhree cheers. On landing James discovered that 
tin? Governor of Fort Goa and some of Ids followers had escaped 
to Suvarnndrug, and “was resolved to maintain it some 
in hope of receiving succour from Dabnl.” He therefore 
next day opened fire on it from the ships and shore, and 
“ landed a number of people under the cover of it," who “ cut 
and broke open the wicket ol the door and entered without 
much opposition,” 

Tims, as Ornie remarks, Commodore James bv his deter¬ 
mination and pluck “ destroyed the timorous prejudices which 
had for twenty years been entertained of the impracticability 
of reducing any of An grin's fortified harbours.” 1 

1 0rn3Q h \ T o\ m L t p. 4i_n^ 
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Tulnjj Angria, after the capture of Suvamadrug, 1 took 
rt ftigc in the fort of Gheria about a hundred miles lower down 
the coast As the expedition into the Deccan was abandoned, 
the Bombay Government considered that the Royal squadron 
under Watson and the detachment of King*s troops under 
Clive might be employed with advantage in destroying the 
pirate in his den. A large Mahratta force was to proceed 
by land tn Gheria in order to assist in the operations. 
Admiral Watson consented on certain conditions to employ¬ 
ing the King J s ships in reducing the fastness, and Colonel 
Robert Clive tendered his services. Commodore James was 
sent with tlirce ships to reconnoitre the fortress, which was 
believed “to be nt least as strong as Gibraltar* and like that, 
situated on a mountain inaccessible from the sca/ p lie, 
however, reported that the place was not high nor nearly 
so strong as it had been represented. On the Tth February, 
173f3 T the fleet sailed from Bombay, It consisted of twelve 
men-of-war p six of the royal and six of the Company's, five 
bomb vessels* four Mahratta grabs and fifty gallivats. On 
board this squadron to co-operate with it on the laud side 
was a force of eight hundred Europeans, a company of King's 
artillery and six hundred native troops. Before the fleet 
saikd, the chief officers met to determine how the prize money 
should be divided. According to the King's proclamation, 
Clive was entitled only to the same share as the captain of a 
ship, but Watson generously consented **to give the Colonel 
sueh a part of his share as will make it equal to Rear Admiral 
Pficock p s. pt 

On the 11 th the squadron arrived off Gheria and found 
the Mahratta foree camped against it. Tuhiji Angria, terrified 
at the strength of the British fleet, left the fortress in charge 
of his brother and took refuge hi the camp of fab own coun¬ 
trymen., The Mahrntta general came on board the admiral's 
ship a ml Captain Hough, in his diary, informs us he told 
the admiral that if he should have a little patience the fort 

* The Ifllflnd forties of Suva nudnik, or "the golJ<m farinas” eighty 
1 til Its 3 -quUi fay eii&l wf Bumhay 
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would surrender without our firing a gun*” He promised to 
bring Tulaji the next morning to treat with us in regard to 
giving up the place, though at the same time he had the 
assurance to offer me :l ny sum of money I could name on 
condition 1 could persuade the Admiral to deshit commenc¬ 
ing hostilities till they should deliver up the fort.” Next 
morning the Mahratba general did not appear according to 
promise* and the admiral determined ' T tu run in and begin 
the attack as soon as the sen and wind would permit*” The 
ships and bomb-ketches sailed straight into the harbour, 
anchored abreast of the fortress, and opened a tire that in 
the course of a few hours silenced the enemy’s guns. A shell 
set on lire cue of AngriaY ships und the whole of his fleet was 
burnt. Late in the evening Clive landed and occupied the 
ground between the IYshwa T s nr in y and the fort. Next after- 
noon* the morning having been spent in fruitless negotia¬ 
tions, the ships warped in to within two hundred yards and 
opened fire un the walls with only the lower-deck guns. In 
a couple cjf hours the fort capitulated* One officer with sixty 
men marched into it and took possession, and “ at 36 minutes 
past 6 English colours were hoisted at the fort/ 1 Next morn¬ 
ing Colonel Clive p w ith all the land forces, entered the citadel 
This was a bitter disappointment to the Mahratta general 
who, the diary informs ua, “ made use of alt the methods he 
could think of for the place to be delivered up to him with¬ 
out any regard to us, and when he found he could not obtain 
his ends he even tempted our own officers, (who were lodged 
with a party of men within a hundred and fifty yards of 
the fort,) by offering them u lakh of rupees to let his people 
pass our sentinel? in order to get into the fort before us T 
which they rejected in a proper manner, and told him they 
would immediately fire upon him and his people if they did 
not retire* which they thought proper to do upon our people 
being ordered to present their fire-locks/* 1 

1 * p SeIecUijil* from 11m Letters. Despatches, isciil Other Stale Popcrt l h re* 
GfrvG i Ln the JSumbuA (Mi lira tty ^'JTipiy pp. fal L 1 —115, lidiledl by 

George W. Fwrist 
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As them remained nothing more to do on the western 
eoast T Clive wrote the following letter, requesting permission 
to he allowed to proceed to Fort St. David • 1 

Hon'ble £m and Sirs, —As the mun-af-war will sail in four 
days for the other coast I am very desirous of your approbation 
muJ consent to Lake my passage lor Fort St* George tin one of them. 
U will be ncedji-ss to explain the Seen t Cm niinltLee's intrntiuh* in 
sending me first to Bombay, Your Honour and Council being suffi¬ 
ciently acquainted there with, I would only represent that, as the 
truce on the other side hath at least suspended all thought ul carry¬ 
ing Into execution the proposed plan till farther advices frutn England, 
my absence may he dispensed with without detriment to the Company * 

If your Honor and Council think my untie linking the expedition 
against Goicondo absolutely necessary, my going to the other coast 
1 apprehend, mn occasion no loss of time or be any Impediment 
thereto, The same conveyance which brings round Lhe de Urchin cut 
ordered from home may bring me likewise. 

The approach of the rainy season, if t tun 110 L misinformed, will 
make it Impossible La take lhe field before nexL October, by which 
time 1 may be returned to Bombay ; aJid as the success of the under- 
taking will g realty depend upon the train ol Artlfirry, Major ChoJrners 
(whose particular province it is) is very well qualified Lo give direc¬ 
tions relating thereto. The expedition against Gheria has put the 
train in great forwardness* and [ make no doubt but what remains 
to bo doue will be accomplished long before the month of October. 

The above reasons will, 1 hope, induce your Honor and Council 
Lo think that as 1 cannot be of Immediate use in a militajy capacity, 
1 may he allowed In the meantime to look alter the Company's InteresL 
and my own at Fort St, David. 

By offering my service against Gheria at a time when success 
could not be ensured or private advantages foreseen, will, I flatter 
myself, be deemed a proof of my zeal and attachment to the Hon'bfe 
Company's service, and Indeed niy obligations are of such a nature 
UrnL 1 can have 110 choice when their interest is at stake, and Llsuygh 
] much inspect both want of abilities and constitution to conn maud 
so great an undertaking, yeti if called upon, 1 shall cheerfully exert 
myself hi that service to which 1 owe every tiling, 

Hun'bje Sir and Sirs, 

Your most obedient humble Servant, 

Boa Ear Cuve h 

Bombay, 21* April * 175G. 

Dated three days later, Clive wrote another letter 2 in 
which he complains of the way in which he had been treated 

%ii Selq^tlflus Irons the Letters, Despatch^* and Oth^r StaU; Papers Pre- 
iflnwl in Mil- Jkimbay !k^rL*tariat JF (Muhratta Series), p* HX Edited by 
George W. Fortral. * 
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regarding a court martial on an officer which had been lately 
held: 

Neither do I complain against your Honor and Council/' he 
writes* hP for ordering the general court-martial, hut against the 
Governor only, tv ho never thought proper Lo ask my advice nr opinion* 
or even to inform me himself or hy any other person whatever with 
one syllable relating thereto; and considering the rank I hear of 
Lie u ten ant-Colo ntl In his Majesty's service, of Deputy Governor at 
St. David* and of a member of the committee of this place, I do 
not think I have bcn i n treated by the Hoax'bit* Richard Bo ur elder, 
Ksq., agreeably to the Intentions of the Hon 1 hie the Court of Directors, 
^ho, 1 Hatter myself, will do justice herein when they come to hear 
thereof.** 

Mr. Daniel Draper, Secretary to Government, was in¬ 
structed to reply that the Government do not pretend to 
instruct Colonel Give in military duty* " but judge it necessary 
to put him in mind of something so generally known, that 
no body can be supposed ignorant of them except such as 
willfully shut their eyes.** The fact generally known was 
that a particular rank commenced when it was conferred 
for a particular service, and “ expired of course when that 
service was no more needed/* Mr, Draper was also further 
directed to acquaint Colonel Clive that the Board had no 
intention to insult or affront you, and that they can likewise 
answer the same for the President t but that they do not think 
him in the least obliged to be accountable to any officer of 
whatever rank* or the Governor of any other settlement, 
for what he shall think proper to lay before the Board t and 
that they as readily as you refer the whole of this affair to 
the determination of the Hordble Company.” 

Dn April 27, 1756, Watson and his squadron left Bombay 
and once more sailed for the Coromandel Coast, * L We touched 
at Geriuh In our way, and on the 14th of May got to Fort 
St. David's road + ” Eleven days later Clive reached Madras 
and took his seat as second in council, 1 Clive did not hold 
this office long. A Consultation held on June 1 * 4 Ordered 
that a Commission be drawn out Constituting Robert Clive 
Esq Deputy GoYcrnour of Fort St, David, and that he be 
I Miui ras Records Pub, Carts.. Vot LXXXV.. pp. 18fi-9& 
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paid the Com puny's Allowance as Deputy Goveruomr for 
seven months past which have elapsed since his arrival in 
India/ 7 1 It is stated hy Malcolm t and accepted by subsequent 
biographers that Clive took charge of the Governorship of 
Fort St. David li on the 20th June, the very day by a 

remarkable coincidence* on which the Nabob of Bengal took 
Calcutta/ 1 But we find that at a Consultation held on 
Monday, the 28th, 1756: 2 

" No. SI, from RabcrL Clive* l£sq r Deputy CfovrnujLir. A 11 
Council uL Fort S 1 David, dated 23F 4 Instant acquainting ns of the 
arrival there of Robert Clive* Esq r on the 22* when agreeable 
to Oar Orders of the IS 1 * he was receiv'd with the usual Honours, 
and Richard Sfarki\ Esq r the late DepuLy Govern our deliver'd 
over lo him the Charge of fclte Settlement, who Intends to proceed 
to the Presidency so soon as he can settle Ills private A flairs/* 

Gn July 14, !75G + 4 evil tidings reached Madras. Roger 
Drake, Governor of Fort WUliam, informed them in a letter 
dated June 1 that : 

" they had been & nrc still involved in n dispute with the Country 
Government occasioned by the Nabobs taking Umbrage at their 
repairing and strengthening Lhelr Ibus of guns towards the River 
and that by letters tr niu Cassimbuzar (copies of which they send us) 
they are afraid matters will be carried to extremities the Nabob 
having stationed a party of Horsemen round the Factory and seeming 
much Exasperated/" 

In a postscript to a letter dated June 7, Drake informed them 
of the surrender of Cassini bazar (Kasim bazar), and entreated 
them to send a reinforcement without the least delay. 4 The 
Madras Government had few men they could spare. Sal abut 
Jang had applied for assistance to sever his connection with the 
French, and the Madras Government vert? preparing to send 
an expedition into the Deccan. They hud heard from England 
that a war with France seemed inevitable, and lt that the 
French were preparing to send a fleet of 19 ships of war with 

1 Sct », inyrfl, * Vdl. L f p. 135. 1 IMd. 

1 Orniti (VfflL I!, p. 84) states ; M The Idlers Advising the surrender of Coss3m- 
Inunr tlirl not arrive until the ISth of Joly/ H They were read at a Consti] lal3 on 
held on July 14 

14i Selection!; from Lhe Letters, Desp&Ertics, and Other State Papers Prc*- 
aerved in Hie Madras SecretaiiaL ra (Clive Series], Edited by George W. Forrest. 
ILLE. 
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3000 regular troops from Brest to Pondicherry.” They there* 
fore determined not to send Watson's squadron nor to weaken 
it, but finding the Company's trading ship Dtlawar “ alone 
can carry as tunny men as can be spared it is agreed that the 
Detaicar only be despatched as expeditiously as possible 
. . . and that two com pi eat Company® of Military be sent 

on her.” 

M The Board lhen proceeded to the Nomination of Officers lo 
Command the said Detachment, when Colonel Lawrence very readily 
offer’d to proceed with Lhe Commamt, blit the Board thinking bis 
Service necessary here, and judging also from an Indisposition which 
constantly attends him that Lhe air of Bengal especially at this Season 
of the year might prove fatal to him* IL is therefore on these con¬ 
siderations thought more advfseahle to desire Major Kill pa trick to 
lake upon him the Command of the Detachment. Major Kill pa hick 
being thereupon desired to attend the Hoard and being tnforend 
of Lhe circumstances of Affairs at Bengal Sc the resolution of sending 
a Reinforcement thither, acquaints the Board that tho* he had re¬ 
sign d the Service and resolv'd on going home, yet being ready and 
desirous at all Limes Lo show Ids Inclination to serve the Company, 
as well as Gratitude for the Favours receiv'd, if the Board think proper 
be will proceed with the said Command^ It is thereupon Agreed 
Major Kill pat rick Command the said Detach me nt." 1 

On July 20 the DehtwuT sailed for Bengal. 

On August 3 the Board resolved to send a further detach¬ 
ment to Bengal* anti approved of a general letter fcn Admiral 
Watson " acquainting him of the state of affairs at Casini- 
bazar, and desiring a supply of a number of ships of his squadron 
for the conveyance of the relief now ready fur dispatch to 
Bengal r and the freighting of the Sea Morse for a lading of 
arms and ammunition for Bengal.” Three days later we 
learn from the records of the Council's resolution to send a 
further reinforcement to Bengal upon the news of the danger 
of Calcutta, and to suspend the prosecution of the designed 
expedition to Salahat Jinig's camp. 1 Oh August 1756, 

1 " Sf’lecLions from the Letters,, Despatches* cind QLhcr Stale Papers Prt- 
mrvcU in the Madras Seen: Lariat" (Clive SeHcis.). Edlkd by Geor^i \V r Farml, 
CLI.E, 

3 Gnu? fhitns Lluil after lhe new* of the euplurp of Calcutta i 44 ScvcrUultss 
there prevailed In baihe af lhr members ni Council tt Mroti.e propensity nl till 
events to ussier Sglabadjing/' ond tbnt j| wm diau to UhjI the Cfnincil tichr- 
mined In semi a &1r»rn^ irircr nf the whole aipiiiflrnUr—Orrnc, VnL II.* pp. $&-7, 
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intelligence was received “ of the taking of Calcutta by Lhe 
Moores on the 20th June,” On the following day a general 
letter From Messrs, Watts and Collett advising of the sur¬ 
render of Fort William to the troops of the Moors, and ** giving 
a graphic account of the occurrence/ 1 was read and discussed 
by the Board. On the ISth the Board passed resolutions: 

" ordering the whole Squadron and all the land forces to Lhe relief 
of Calcutta under Gm-emor Pigot of Fort St. George who volunteered 
his services for the purpose—Mr r Olvt to repair Lo Fort St. George 
from Fort St. David—Mr. Stringer Lawrence lo proceed to Fori 
Si, David Lo lake dlarge of the garrison there till Mr, Clive s return* 
and the approval of orders to Admiral Watson lo proceed to Lhc 
relief of Bengal with bis whole Squadron/" 

The following day at u Consultation ; 

11 John AdJercron Esq„, Colonel of His Majesty's 39Lh Regiment 
of Foot and Commander-in-Chief of the Land Forces in India also 
Present at the request of the Board . . . lhc following letter from 
Admiral Watson [was read];— 

" Gent le*& en,— 1 have receiv'd ynur Letter of the 18th DisLant 
and am much concern'd to find the Company's Affairs in so bad a 
situation nt Bengal, I shall very readily give Lhem all the Assistance 
in my power and will proceed with the whole Squadron as far as 
BaLtlsare Road, where 1 shall be able to consult the Pilots on the 
PriieticabdJly of my get ling there, I shall wilh the utmost cheerful!- 
ness puL every' thing In execution that can be proposed for their 
Service. 

11 The Lime of my Sailing wholly depends on you, ns (lie Ships 
can't proceed to Sea till their Provisions and Water is conipIraU’d, 
which wilt take up a considerable time* if some better method is not 
pursued in the management of the Boats, than is now followed. 

As 1 propose sending a Frigate before me, in older Lo have the 
Pilots ready at ftallison; Road nt my arrival, if you have any 
Troops or Stores you would send by her I will glvv the Captain Orders 
accordingly * 

11 1 am Gentlemen, 

" Your most qbedt, bumble servant, 

* x CiiAni,E5 Watson. 

11 Fort St. Geohue, 

" im Avtf* 1756," 

On August 24 41 arrived the Boneta Ketch Jolm Edwards 
from Batavia, last from Fort St. David with Lieutenant-Colonel 
Robert Clive, Deputy Govcmour of Fort St. David, Passenger,” 
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That afternoon Clive took his scat at the Board Watson 
had written to the Board pointing out the danger of sending 
the whole squadron to Bengal in case of a French war: and 
he stated that if the large ships could not proceed up the 
river he would not land the troops. 

,!l Is it not very probably SI the French Squadron sliouiiS arrive 
htfre, which you have reason to expect, that they having intelligence 
where I am gone to, will, under the presumption of the largest Ships 
not being able to get higher than BaUasare Road p come there in search 
of me 7 how then should I be able to defend HLs Majesty's Ships 
without men 7 would they not become an easy capture to the French, 
and thereby contribute io heap Ruin on your Allaire instead of being 
of any service 7 f * 

He also expressed the opinion that 41 the Fifty and Twenty 
gun ships would be as much force as there would be occasion 
for/’ 1 The Board replied that bl the retaking this* so valuable 
a settlement of the Companys should not lie put to the Hazard 
this e^epedition would be subject to if undertaken by one 
Ship only. And arc therefore to request that you will permit 
the Tygcr and Salisbury to proceed/* Watson wrote the 
following day that tf more were thought necessary he would 
41 send the sloop with them/" but he could 44 never think of 
separating two ships of the Line from only four* till some 
certain advices arrive from Europe/" He also considered that 
if the expedition was postponed till the last week m Septerm 
her it would have a far better chance of success “ than if 
the Ships were to proceed immediately* as they will then 
escape the rainy Season* which is allow'd by every body to 
be the most unhealthy part of the year, and in all appearance 
if the Ships were to go now T one-third of lheir Men would 
fall ?dck before there would be an opportunity to do any 
Service.” 

After considerable discussion: 

,r II is unanimously Resolved that Admiral Watson he desired to 
send the Fifty im U Twenty Cun Ships down to Bengal* with about 
two hundred and forty Military, with the intent to retake Calcutta 
only* without attempting any thing more until] join’d by further 

l+i Selections from Hie Mad ms Records " (dive Series). Edited by G. TV. 
Fomst, C.LE. 
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succours, anrl that all necessary preparations be made, as expedi¬ 
tiously ns possible, to scad all Lhe Forces that can lie spared Jrom 
hence with the remainder of the Squadron, if m the interim the ex¬ 
pected Advices from Europe should not make it necessary lo alter 
Lhese Measures/* 

Two days later, after another long debate, it was resolved : 

B * That the Survivors ol Lhe President Jfc Council of Bengal do 
stUl retain their Powers ns such, and consequently that whatever 
Expedition do proceed thither must fall under their Direction : the 
Board are now of Opinion (in consequence of that Resolution) that 
it Is neither necessary nor proper for either the Pmkk-nt or Colonel 
Clive to proceed/ 1 

It was at the same time determined : 

" Ttuit Admiral Watson be desired to suspend any Orders he 
may have given lor Lhe departure ol the Fifty & Twenty Gun Ships 
and that the Embarkation of Lhe Men Intended to be sent on them 
he also Counterniiinded. That in cose Lhe expected Ships from 
Engiand should not bring the News of a War with Frants, Admiral 
Watson he then desired to proceed down to Bengal with the whole 
Squadron at once* That Colonel Adit rerun be desired to proceed 
on the Squadron with his whole Regiment and Train of Artillery, 
And That all preparations of Stores and Necessaries he made with 
nil possible Expedition, in the same manner they would be, were 
it peremptorily Resolved such an Expedition should proceed at oil 
Events/* 

On September 10 tw r o of the expected ships from England 
anchored in the road of Madras. They were the Chesterfield 
and the Walpole, and they brought a general letter from the 
Court of Directors, but no news of a war with France, The 
Select Committee at Madras also received a letter from Lhe 
Court stating that ; 

M In the present dangerous Situation ol Affairs wc have thought 
it highly necessary to appoint a Select Committee aL Fort William 
with Similar Powers to lliose you and the Select Committee at Bom¬ 
bay are invested with, to transact Affairs and take such measures 
as -shall best conduce to Lhe Protect Ion and Preservation of the 
Company t 5 Estate, Rights & PrivJIedges/ 1 

On September 21 the Council discussed 11 whether upon the 
news receiv’d, from Europe it h proper to undertake the ex¬ 
pedition to Bengal,” and il was unanimously decided that the 
expedition be undertaken* It was also agreed that “ the 
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present expedition be put under the command of an officer 
in the service of the Company,” and * L as Colonel Clive has 
before offerM his Services, lie is now desired on many considera¬ 
tions to accept the Command which he very readily does/ 1 11 
was also resolved that Messrs, Smith and Walsh, Council mem' 
bex% should be sent, “ join'd with Colonel Clive/* as Deputies 
** From this Board for conducting the expedition/* 

At a Consultation held on September 30. 

” The Preside hL acquaints the Board that the Secret Commit Lee 
tli ink it accessaiy £ therefore desires that the Board will grant a 
Coinmhsion appointing Robert CUvc. Esqr., Commander in-Chief 
of ail the Troops sent and to be scat on Lhc Expedition to Bengal* 
and in case of his Death or Absence, l hat Major James K if] pal rick 
succeed him in the sald Command. 

-fc Order’d that a Commission be drawn nnt accordingly/* 

The appointment of Clive gave satisfaction to the troops, 
hut not to Colonel Adlcrcron, who as senior officer claimed 
the command, but would not bind himself to obey orders from 
Madras nor to repay the Company's losses out of the expected 
booty. He now refused to allow any of the King's troops 
to proceed to Bengal, ” Surely gentlemen/ 1 he wrote to 
the Board, 4< you are not so unreasonable as to expect that 
I will send away any part of His Majesty^ train or regiment 
(who are so immediately under my direction) and leave to 
you the ii(>pmnation/ T He demanded that His Majesty 1 * 
artillery with the stores be immediately disembarked. The 
Select Committee agreed il to order immediate landing of the 
King's train but to request of Colonel Adlercron to spare the 
train appurtenances, stores, Aie. For the present expedition* 
upon the Committee 1 s promise to replace the same for the 
use of His Majesty’s train. 1 ’ But the .sullen and perverse 
Adler cron refused to spare the King’s stores unless he were 
satisfied of the Committee’s ability to replace them, and the 
Committee ordered the Company’s stores to take the place 
of the King's stores, 1 

The folk wing day the Select Committee resolved* against 
the strong opposition of Orme and Clive, to alter the resolution 
»jMHUnry ConBultnUons VdI. Vl. T pp. 7StMJl3< 
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of September *21 appointing Deputies* But they agreed to 
appoint a Select Committee for Bengal who were to act jointly 
with Cli ve, and provisions were to he made empowering Colonel 
Clive to act independently of the Select Committee in certain 
urgent cases. On October 3 Clive wrote to ills father; 1 

Honoured Si Rl—T he expedition to Bengal which I am upon 
the point of undertaking will not allow rue to write a long letter. 
1 hope to write you fully and to your ^aNafactlon by the next 
conveyance, 

I have desired my attorney* In pay you the interest arising from 
ah my moneys in England anrl the Bishop of Clonfert annuity 
winch is nil in my power at present* having lost over £3,000 on the 
Haddington and I fear a greater sum al Bengal. This expedition 
If attended wttli success may enable me lu do great things. It is 
by fitr the grandest of my undertakings. I go with great forces 
and great authority. 

I have desired Mrs. dive, who has nothing else to do, to write 
yon alt particulars and I am with duly to my mother and affection 
to my brothers and sisters. 

Honoured Sir*—'Your most dutiful and obcdienL son, 

Robert Clive, 

The following day Clive wrote to William Mabbot, 
Chairman of the East India Company, as follows ; 2 

Dear Sin,—I have received your Favors by Lhe Marlboro and 
have desired Sir. Plgdl that Mr. Fitzpatrick may be stationed at 
St. Davids which he very readily consented to Your Recommendation 
added Lo Mr. Fitzpatricks own Merit will entitle him to oh the Services 
in my power. 

Providence who is Lhe disposer of all Events Has thought proper 
to inflict the greatest Calamity that ever happened to the English 
Nation in these parts I mean lhe loss of Calcutta attended with 
lhe greatest Mortifications lo the Comp* A the most barbarous & 
cruel Circumstances to the poor Inhabitants. 

Tills Unhappy News has calld me to the Presidency & the Gentle¬ 
men thereof have thought proper to put me at the Head of this 
Expedition for the recovery of Calcutta the Company* Lenses Bights 
£ Privileges I have that Sense of my Duty to my Country & of my 
Obligations lo the Company (he tbu Event what it will) there Is no 
Hardship or Risque conslstant wllh common prudence 1 will not 
undergo Lo obtain the wished for Success. 

I am not so apprehensive of the Nabob of Bengal Forces as of 
being [recalled] by Lhe News of a War or checkd in our progress by 
the Woods Si Swampiness of the Country which is represented as 

1 Ppwb MSS, 


1 Ibid. 
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almost impassable Tor a train nf Artillery Bo assur'd 1 shall endeavor 
to merit that good Opinion yon have entertained of me. 

My beat wishes attend Lady Delves Mabbot £ Miss Coates 
and 1 am with real Esteem 

Dear Sir 

Yours most obliged tunable Serv 1 
Fort &*- George, 6** October 1756 Robert Cljte. 

To W“ Mabbot Esq" 

On October II, Clive*s commission appointing Mm Com- 
fmmder-m~Chief was signed, and the same day lie wrote to 
“ The Honourable Gentlemen of the Secret Committee 
London ™ : 1 

Howts Gentlemen 4 — From many Hands you will hear of the 
Capture of Calcutta by the Moors <£: the Chain of Misfortunes & Losses 
which have happened to the Company in particular ft Ln the Nation 
in General. Every Breast here seems filled with Grief Horror & 
Resentment indeed it h Loo sad a Tale to unfold & I must b<-g leave 
to refer you to the General Letters* Consultations & Committees 
web win give you a lull account of this Catastrophe. 

Upon this Melancholy Occasion the Gov 1 & Counsel Lbo fc proper 
Lo summons me to this Place ; as soon as an Expedition was resolv'd 
upon I offer'd my Service which at last was accepted &. 1 run now 
upon the point of embarking on hoard His Majeslys Squadron with 
a line Body of Europeans full of spirit & Resentment for the In suits 
ut Barba riLtes in llic Ll d on so many British Subjects. 

I Hatter myself that this Expedition will not end with the re¬ 
taking nr Calcutta only: & that the Companys Estate in. these purls 
will be settled in a Better & more las Ling Condition than ever. 

There is less Reason to apprehend a Cluck from the Nabobs 
Forces than from the Nature of the Climate & Country. Tin news 
of a War may likewise interfere with the Success of this Expedition; 
however, slmud that happen ft Hostilities be committed in India, 
I hope we shall be able to dispossess the French of Qiarrtagqie &. 
leave Calcutta in a state of Defence, 

" I have a true sauce of my Duly to my Country &. the Company 
& I beg leave to assure you that nothing shall bu wauling on my part 
to answer the Ends of an undertaking bn which so very much Depends. 

Success on Lhis Occasion will fill the Measure of my Joy ; ax It 
will fix me in the Esteem of those to whom t have the Honor lo 
subscribe myself with great Respect, 

Their most oblige cl & bumble Serv 1 
Fort St* George EL Clive, 

11 * Otttf 1756 * 

Ta The Honbfc Gentlemen of the Secret Committee 
London. 
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The expedition to be sent from the const of Coromandel 
to restore English authority in Bengzil and discover the high 
toad to British dominion m India wa* now almost ready to 
start* The squadron consisted of five of His Majesty's ships 
of war—the Keni, of sixty-four guns, bearing Admiral Watson s 
flag; the Cumberland^ of seventy, bearing Admiral Pocock's 
flag ; the Tjjger, of sixty; the SoH&ttury, of fifty ; the Bridge- 
water, of twenty guns ; and the Blaze fireship, were to convoy 
the following transports : the Pr$tedor t Walpole t ^Marlbarmigh, 
Indiamen, and the Lapwing* Snun\ and Smeta t ketch* a3su 
belonging to the Company. A large supply of military stores 
A in I provisions for six weeks was laid in* nnd the water-casks 
were filled- A few field-pieces were embarked. Men and 
officers of a detachment of land forces were on board p It 
consisted of “628 military, 100 train* 040 sepoys and l GO 
lascnr*p” 1 Tids did not include Uiree companies belonging 
to H.M Sb 30th Regiment. Adlercron had refused to let any 
of the King'& troops form part of the military force* hut* a* 
the corps Imd served as a marine battalion previous to their 
going to India* he had most reluctantly to consent to their 
serving as marines on board the fleet. The three companies 
were comm rinded by Captain Archil said Grant ol that corps, 
with whom were Captains Weller and Eyre Cootc* The 
Company's Europeans consisted of live companies of the 
Madras European Hatialien with a detachment of artillery 
under Lieutenant William Jennings. Captain Briggs of the 
Madras European Battalion was appointed aide-de-camp to 
Clive* and Mr. Walsh paymaster to the detachment. 

On October IS Clive went on board the admiral 1 ® ship 
Kent and received his final instructions. He was to assist the 
Select Committee for Bengal with his best advice* and was to 
endeavour 11 to preserve a good harmony throughout. But 
he was empowered ** to pursue Mich measures as you shall 
judge most conducive to the Company 1 ® benefit/' If they" 
received news of war with France it was their intention ini me- 

* Loiter from Connell, Fori St. George* tra Colonel Cliv* T dated October 13. 
1756- (Fort St- George Select Committee Consuttalioni.) 
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diatdy to recall him and the greater part of his troops. Upon 
the receipt of such orders he was " to leave so many men as 
you judge necessary for the immediate defence of Calcutta 
and proceed hither with the rest without loss of time. 15, 1 The 
same day the Select Committee, Fort St. George, wrote to the 
Select Committee, Fort William, that: 

‘ L The mere retaking at Calcutta should we think hy no means be 
the end of the undertaking; noL only their settlements and factories 
should be rest tired but all their prmledges established in the full 
extent grunted by the Great and ample reparation made of 

them for Hie ioss they have lately sustained; otherwise we air of 
opinion it would have been better nothing had been attempted. 
Ilian to have added the heavy charge of this armament to their 
former loss, without securing their colonies anil trade front future 
insults and exactions/' * 

It is now necessary that the origin, progress, and loss of 
the settlements and factories in Bengal should \ye traced, in 
order that the subsequent narrative may be intelligible and 
instructive. 

1 Letter from Council, Foil SI. George to Colonel Clive, dated OetotK?r 13, 
l7SiL 

* Letter from the Select Committee, Fort St, George, to the Select Com¬ 
mittee* Fort WlUlteD, October ill, 1750. 
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FOUNDATION OF BRITISH TtULF IN BENGAL 

On March 22, 1(332-3, Blaster Norris, the agent at MaHulipatam* 
having learnt “ that alJ kinds of provisions for subsisting the 
Company’s factories on the Coromandel coast could be pur¬ 
chased in Bengal, and an indefinite quantity of line white 
cloth,” resolved to send two merchants into Ben gala for the 
settling of a factory, and nix Europeans besides, who were then 
at Ma&ulipatam, were to accompany the merchants and carry 
a present from the agent to the Nawab or king of that country. 
On April l they set sail, '"and in much various weather, with 
many difficulties and dangers (which to relate here would be 
tedious and impertinent to my intended discourse); the 
twenty-first of April being then Easter-day, we were at anchor 
in a hay before a town called Harssapoorc ; it is a place of good 
strength, with whom our merchants hold commerce with 
correspondency/ 1 At ILariharpur, on the Orissa coast, the 
party hired a house for a factory, and whilst some oi them 
remained to build, Mr. Cartwright, one of the merchants, 
travelled towards 11 Eallazary 11 (Bnlasorc), at the mouth of 
the Hugh estuary, and a small agency was established there. 
From Baln&ore the Company's servants made their way round 
the Gangetic delta* and so up its south-western channel to 
Hugli, “ the principal part of the province, lying about 
one hundred miles from the sea. on the river to whieh it gives 
its name/' 

Seven-and-twenty years rolled on, and the Company, 
besides having a small establishment at Hug 14 hail crept 
up the river and founded a trading station at Cossunbazar* 
near Muxshidabad, the modern capital of Bengal, contain¬ 
ing about 200,000 inhabitants, and farther north at Patna. 

a/9 
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lamuiis for its raw silk, saltpetre, and opium, where two great 
rivers meet the Ganges, In IfliSS Job Charnock* of whose 
early career we know but little* was appointed first member 
of Council at Cossimbazar, w ith a salary of £20. In 1064 he 
became chief at Patna. Eleven years later his M horn em¬ 
ployers/ 7 thinking that Job Cbamuck had done them ** good 
and faithful! service, and it being his right,” appointed him 
{January S, 107D) "to be Chief of Cassumbazar and 2 of 
Council iti the Bay* and consequently to succeed in the 
Chiefship at the Bay according to our Rules." But Job 
Charnock could not leave Patna until he had started the 
saltpetre cargoes* a material much wanted at the time in 
England, and Streytisham Master, governor and agent at 
Madras, deprived him of the appointment. The Court greatly 
resented this treatment il of our old mid good servant* Mr* 
Job Char nock* who bad the right Indisputably of succession 
(as you call it), beside our express order to be oluuf of Cassum- 
b&7,ar. A person that hath served us faithfully above 20 
years, mid hath never, as we understand* been a prowler for 
himselfe* beyond what was just and modest: Who therefore 
We are resolved, shall not live unrewarded by us." Rut they 
twice in succession appointed other men to be chief of the 
Bay. 

If was not till August, 1085. on the death of the chief agent 
at ITugli* that Job Charnock succeeded him, but the factory 
at Cosaiinbazar was boycotted because he had stoutlv fought 
against the exactions and extortions of the native officials* 
and it was closely watched by soldiers to prevent his leaving. 
He, however* managed to slip through the cordon* and reached 
Hugh in April, 1080. 

Tiie East India Court had now come to the couelu- 
sion that if their trade In Bengal was to prosper* they 
nm.st shake off the exactions of the Nawab and his olliciuls. 
To do this they must increase and discipline their troops* 
and have a fortified settlement. On January 27* 1085/0, 
they wrote to our President and Council at Fort St. 
George ” s 
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■■ You m list not forge it to send to Bengali some of \* booked 
of military discipline & Martlall Law, now in use hi his Maj L!fi Army* 

& to give them strict orders for keeping all our land officers and 
fioldjers constantly to live & Lodge In Hutts or Barracks w LU tn our 
Fort, according to y 1 usage ol y M modem Garrisons In Europe, and 
thul they may know I low the more decently £ conveniently to con’ 
trive them* we have Induced all our Comand" and Lieutenants hound 
for Bengali before the Ire going to sea to take a view of that regular 
Fortification of his Map, ye Block House at Gravesend/' 

In a letter written tut December 21+ 16S3, the Court state 
that some 

"of our Captains tell us there Is nor way to mend our condition bill 
by seizing and fori if y in g one of these plea^anS Islands in the l lunges 
about the Braces ” ; but i# some others have propounded to us the 
seizure upon a Tounc called Chill ago ng in the casterniost mouth 
of the River Ganges, upon or near the coast of Rackan [Arakan}/ 1 

Years later, Jiaving obtained the permission of James II., 
they determined to send an expedition to rapture Cluttagung, 
jl port of considerable importance in the sixteenth century P 
which was known familiarly to the Portuguese as Porto Grande, 
Chittagong had belonged to the Mogul Emperor* and the 
Court wrote; 

" But you must always understand Lliat th u we prepared for 
and resolve to enter Into a wsirr w ktl y* Mogu 11 (being necessitated 
thereunto) our ultimate end is p«'acc% for as we have new done It. 
soe our natures art 1 averse to bloodshed Jfc RflpinCh w clL usually attend 
the most just warrs, but we have run? remedy left, hut either to desert 
our Trade, or we must draw the Sword his Maj lT hath In trusted us 
w 1 * to vindicate the Rights & Houo 1 of the English Nation In 1ndin/ r 

The fleet sent to il enter into a warr w Ufc y* MoguJU T and 
<s to vindicate the Rights ic IIono T of the English Nation* 
was the most formidable armament ever dispatched to India - 
the Beaufort, with seventy guns and 300 seamen, commanded 
by John Nicholson; the Nathaniel, with fifty gtms and 150 
seamen, commanded by John Hinson; and the Rochester, 
with atxty-five guns ; three 4i Frygstts so contrived for the 
Sea that they may as well goe about the Cape as the best 
ships we have, 1 * armed with twelve guns and twenty seamen. 
They carried six companies of English soldiers* recruited for 
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t * M? purpose, with subaltern officers, hut without Captains, 
for the Court write : 

'We have appointed iioe Cup* of our sixn Comp* of Soldiers, 
becuu.se wv resolve Lo keep la our aiicient well-gra uncled c us Lome 
□ f keeping always our Soldiers under y* Cmtmuuid of our CMefe and 
Louncfli. & therefore wr doe appoint, y 1 our Agent for the time being 
he always Lieut"' Geim 1 £ Command r in Chtefc of all our Forces 
by Sea or Land in or near y* provinces of Bengali & OrlziL and In 
all Sea^, ILirhours, Crtefe^, and places near unto those provinces 
or either of them, <& that he be Collonell & Cap* of y* (list Company 
of .English Soldiers in Bengali, that y a" of our Cnuueil] be always 
’ Coi ) ori( tl i * Cap 1 of onr 2 J Conip 1 of Foote Soldier!, y* the 
J of our Council] be Major of our Hegknent dt Gap* of o' 3“ Comp*, 
f tlml alJ tIle rest °I ,Jur Counclil, according to thelre station in Council!, 
he respectively Cap 1 of the succeeding Comp" of Foote Soldiers.'' 

Royal commissions were granted by His Majesty to Cap¬ 
tain Nicholson and the other commanders; Nicholson was 
appointed admiral, und Mason vice-admiral. The licet was 
to be joiner! by the Company’s other vessels in Bengal, and 
orders were to be sent to Madras to dispatch to the Bay all 
the vessels they could spare. Enclosed in the instructions to 
the agent was a letter to the Nawiib demanding £620,000 
damages “ lor this great Fleet and Force,’* for loss *■ sustained 
by his hc.scidgiug nur Factories and obstructing our trade ” ■ 
" Yett, they add, “ we are not only soe desirous but fond 
ol peace that if he would agree “ to leave us y® Inheritance 
or Chcttcgftm and y* small Territories thereunto belonging,” 
they were willing to relinquish all our fore mentioned demands 
and resettle in his Country in nur old Fficitorys At upon our old 
privileges.” If on the arrival of Nicholson the Nawab had 
not agreed to these hard terms, they were to proceed “ w tt 
all y* forces to Chyttegam both by Sea and land and take 
y lowne. But il y* said Towns or Fort was peaceable 
delivered,” they were to give the inhabitants ** fairc Quart', 
and not to kill any of them or to take anything from them, 
but to suffer them to remainc in the ire cmne houses.” 

"You are to allow y Natives y* liberty of Wrire sev* 1 Religions 
as these Subjects to y* Comp' have at Fort S l George. Above all 
things we would have you very carefull that noe Violence or Injury 
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be uQtrcd to women, children, or any innocent people, that doe not 
hastily oppose you, & particularly that you Slider nor prejudice to 
be done to Churches, Pagodas, or other public places where God Is 
worshipped or sExid to be worshipped* 

From the day on which it sailed the fleet was pursued 
by misfortune ; the winds were unpropitimis, and detained 
it j when it set out to sea u storm dispersed it. Out 

vessel was lost, and two of the largest ships, having o very 
considerable (lumber of troops on hoard, could not make 
the passage. It was not till October, 1 £5J><5, that the Rochester 
and her frigate anchored at the mouth of the Hugli. They 
had IQS men on board, who were sent up the river m small 
vessels to the English factory. The Beaufort and her frigate 
with *200 men arrived son a afterwards. The arrival <>i these 
ships with troops roused the fear and anger of the Nawub. 
On November 24 Job Chnrnock and his Council wrote to 
Surat: “The arrivall of our Forces (tho Small) soe ulanmied 
the country " that the Viceroy “ ordered doune for the guard 
of this townc two or three hundred horse a three or lour thou¬ 
sand font.* 1 The local governor now ** became very insolent 
in denying us all manner of necessities for trade and forbidding 
us Victmdls in tlie Buzar tu prevent our Souldiers resorting 
thither." On October 28 three soldiers went out to purchase 
- Viet nails in the morning," and news reached the factory 
“ that two Englishmen were sett upon by the Governors 
Penes {guards}, desperately cut and wounded, and lying 
dying in the Highway.” Char nock immediately sent Captain 
Leslie with a company of soldiers “ to bring in their bodies 
dead or alive but to oiler violence to noe man except they 
were assaulted." They were attacked on their way by a body 
of the Nawab’s horse and Toot, whom they repulsed, killing 
and wounding seven. The inhabitants took alarm and set 
fire to the houses near the English quarters, and the old factory 
was burnt, “ At the same time they began to display their 
great gunns from a buttery consisting of Eleven Gunns that 
they had lately raised to command our Shipps ift the Hole, 
Char nock immediately summoned reinforcement from Chan- 
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deniogorc. " thrtL miles from towue,” and sent ti detachment 
under Captain Hichardson to attack the battery. They 
had to retire with the loss of many wounded. 

Wbeivup™ CapL Arthbiirtnot [ArbulhnotJ vmd out \ulh a 
Iresli reeruite, made an assault upon the battery, look It, and muin- 
Umed it while Lhey bpiked anti dismounted aJ] the gunns, tarried 
he bat tk on beyond t he Governor's House, bumclng mid drive in g 
all bHore iht ni, upon which, it wits reported, the Governor himsclh 

iledd In disguise by Water—lea veins the towns in this desolated 
condition, 1 * 

Thus t for the first time it was proved in Bengal that 
numerical superiority was of no avail against the courage and 
discipline of English troops. “ The skirmish we have hod 
wilh the Government/’ writes Charncick, “mightily startles 
them, & has made them mightily afraid of us. The Nabob 
knows not what to think of it." The Nawab showed what 
lie thought by directing all the English factories in Bengal 
to lie seized, the factors to be made prisoners, and a large 
body Of troops to be dispatched to Hugii. Charnock's 
garrison did ** not number 400 fighting men,” and the shallows 
m the river prevented large ships from roniing up to his 
protection. 

The Court Imd given repeated kifitructions that u spot 
nearer tire sea and more defensible should be found for Uielr 
establishment, and Chamoek now determined to comply 
with their wishes. On December SI. 168(5. he wroLe to Sir 
John Child, Genera!, and Council at Surat r 

" On the 20th instant we all withdrew & left HugLy, bringing 
ot! ail (he Rt. Honh te Company's Concerns, and our’ own. Our 
coming olt was very PeaceabJi-, and no less Honourable, huvina (as 
formerly advised) continued the Cessation of arms on both sides 
hitherto, for the convonleney of getting of the Rt. Hon Ll ' Cumnanv's 

Charnock's letter was addressed from Chut tain ittee. The 
site of future empire was occupied by three hamlets, the chief 
of which was Chuttanuttce (literally, Satamti Hath, Cotton 
Thread Mart) ; the other two were Kali kata (Calcutta) and 
Gobindpur, where the present Fort William stands. It was 


Foundation of British Rule in Bengal 385 

situated on the east bank of ft reach of the river, about seventy 
miles from the sea, and accessible at high tide to heavily 
armed ships. Chnrnook proceeded to erect some huts as 
temporary residences, and began to negotiate with the Viceroy’s 
agent for permission to build a factory; but the Viceroy did 
not forgot the skirmish at Hugli. and sent an army to destroy 
the rising settlement. “ The country ail up in armes round 
us,” wrote Charnock, “and without any hope of peace or 
{further treaties about it, Warr broke forth ’ ; and the English 
having burnt down 11 the Iving’s salt houses and captured 
his " Ifort at Tanna ” on the right bank of the river below 
Satjumti. sailed seventy miles farther down the river to LLijili- 
a low, flat island, separated from the mainland by a narrow 
channel. They placed their 

" small shipping al several! stations round the Island to hinder the 
Enlmies landing, in the mo si probable places, anti also began to 
raise breastworks & to lllgg trenches round our main Fort, which 
was but ITalceiy so Tearmed, it being but a small weak* house and 
a thlnn wall about 11, with 2orS points, not nigh so strong ns our 
flaetory a! Hugh ley, and seituated among a Grove ot Trees and a 
thick Towne ot mudd housts about 500 (yards) distant from the 
Water Side where was raised a battery of Gunns. Tlir tipper Fort 
had Gunns also mounted where they Could line Service." 

The Viceroy s army of 1*2.000 men followed Charnock 
and his small bund, and at once erected batteries where the 
channel was narrowest, 

“ thereby so Annoying our Shipping that they placed every Shot. 
A our men. Souldiers, Sailors, and others flell iloune every day sick 
of the Generali Distemper of the Island, Feavour and Ague, which 
was by till* tints Epidemical), so that wee had buried almost 200 
men of all sorts and Scarce 100 men remained to Keepe the Fort 
and those very weake.” 

On May 28, 1687, the besiegers landed “ 700 Horsemen 
and 200 Guonnven,” and capturing a batter)', marched “ with 
their fforces & our Amid-peeves to the mainc Forte in the 
Towne-” They arrived ils " our Intelligences,” and surprised 
Lieutenant Richard Frances, his wife, and child, who were 
sick in a house in the town. “ llinini they eiitt in Recces, 
bis wife & child they Carryed away Prisoners.” The enemy 
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seized the outer trenches, and nil I hat night a fierce light 
raged, “ but the MogulFs Courage, as their Nature is, going 
out of them with their Bang [opium]; Next morning were 
soon ffeazed [harassed] out from thence/' The condition 
of the garrison was must despe rate 14 by reason of sickness 
and death, not having but one officer, of 6 Limits, and S Ensigns, 
to command under his Worshtpp at that time in the Fort, 
and of 26 Sergeants and Corporally not above -A alive and 
all to do duty/ 1 The admiral’s ^Tiip sprang another " desper¬ 
ate Create Leake/’ and “ not one of the others was half manned/’ 
If Charnock surrendered the fort, the Company a .ships ex¬ 
pected from home would be lost. He held out the next day, 
iL notwithstanding they Landed a greate many more men 
upon us and battered us with their field-pceccs, and beseidged 
us | round/' A flat-roofed masonry house on which Job 
Charnock had planted two guns and a guard prevented a 
complete investment. It stood half-way to the water-side, 
and by holding it, and a battery of two gums at the landing- 
place, the garrison kept that passage to their shipping open, 
and were able to procure ammunition and provision* 

All that day and the next night the firing continued on 
both sides. Heavy rain fell during the night, ** which with 
constant duty much disabled our men/ 1 A great many had 
to be sent alxwird* and the small shipping that kept guard 
round the island were ordered into the river to be ready to 
receive the scanty remnant. One of them, the Revenge 
grounded upon a sandbank by the way, and the vessel was 
deserted by her crew and possessed by the enemy. Hut in 
face of all trials and misfortunes. Job Charnock is eld out. 
Four days drove on, the garrison “ growing very thinn, not 
having above 100 Righting men it, and the 2 Batter yes/* 
On June 1 the sentinels on the ramparts saw' the sails of a 
slup from Europe coming up the Hugh, and the garrison 
received a recruit of seventy men, “ who cheerfully sullied 
out the Next Day, and bcate the Enemy (from their Gunns, 
burning their houses & returned with the Loss of a Manne/* 
On June 3 Job Charnock resorted to a bold and clever 
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stratagem. He dropped all the sailors out of the fort by 
one and two at a time to the under battery at the water¬ 
side, 14 when being all drawne Up in arms, marched up to 
the Fort with Drums beating and Trumpetts Sounding and 
the men hazaing as two dales before/" The garrison lost 
about sixteen men, the enemy 11 a very gre&te number.” Think' 
ing that Char nock was supplied with constant recruits from 
the shipping, the enemy u grew Dull upon it/ 1 and “ on the 
next day in the mornings being the 6th day, held forth a Ungg 
of Truce in order to a Treaty,” After three days" negotia¬ 
tions* a treaty was signed. On the 11th day. Job Charnoek 
having given the Mogul commander 41 full possession/’ went 
forth ** with our Ammunition and Artillery, drums beating 
and Co I lours flying/* So ended the siege of Ilijili. It lasted 
only a few days, but it displayed all the patience, courage 
and stubbornness of resolution of our race* In 41 that dire¬ 
ful place ” many died, and great numbers fell afterwards 
victims to the disease they contracted there, 11 Wee have 
buried/ 1 wrote Job Charnoek, bi the last Yearc from the 
Shipps and the military nigh 500 men, amongst which are 
14 of the E 1 Hono bta Company's Servants and 6 women. 
Of 6 Lieutenants only 2 Left, and those miraculously 
recovered—8 Ensigns fell* 16 Sergeants and about as many 
Corporally, with 250 Sentinells and as many Seamen; and 
Very few or Scarce any that Escaped a fitt of Sickness 
upon that infected Island.” So our Indian Empire was 
built* 

And now, peace having been estalihshed, Charnoek spread 
bis sails, and once more held his course up the Hugh. He 
dare not return to Chuttamittce, so he cast anchor at Ula- 
biircti, sixteen milts below it* He obtained permission to 
remain there, and began making docks for careening his ships ; 
but after remaining there three months he found it not suited 
to the inland trade, and returned to Chuttanuttee about 
November, 1687* Here he and his factors lived for about 
a year* On June 27, IG«8 T Charnoek wrote to the Governor 
of Fort St* George and the city of Madras : 
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"Wee are in great hopes of obtaining Chutimultoe Id settle in 
with three or four other adjacent townes which doubtless may he 
in some years so improved as to be very profitable to the Kight 
Hono riH Comp* A possihty may he gradually improved to a con¬ 
siderable slrenglh ; for when once wc came to hr set lied thoroughly, 
the country people will Hock to us to live under our Government, 
the nature of which they are well acquainted with, and soe a vast 
disparity between the lenity of ours and the tyranny of (heir own, 
of the which we have □ pregnant Instance in their present Hocking 
to us such abundance as they tlayly da." 

Charnock's good hopes were soon wrecked- In Septem¬ 
ber there arrived the Defence, 04-gun ship, commanded by 
Captain Heath, accompanied by a small frigate having on 
board 1 fiO soldiers. Heath had positive orders “that in 
any case our Servants in the Ray have not already forti fieri 
themselves in some considerable place,’ 1 they were “ to 
prepare to come on board our ship in three days' time,” 
and he was to proceed with them against Chittagong. Heath 
had an extraordinary commission, which superseded Clmr- 
nock in his chief command of the forces in the Boy, 
Charnock objected to leaving his rising settlement, and he 
knew that the attack on Chittagong was a vain adven¬ 
ture; bul the old sailor exercised his authority, and ordered 
all the Company’s servants to embark on hoard the fleet, 
and on November S lie pritceeded down the river to Baliisore, 
After sacking ami burning that town he set sail for Chittagong. 
Rut Heath found the works stronger than he expected, and 
10,000 men ready to defend them. After a month of fruit¬ 
less negotiations with the native governor, he abandoned the 
enterprise, and on February 17 he set sad for Fort St, George, 
“ giving orders for every ship to make the best of her way." 

At Madras Job Charnock remained fifteen months. In 
January, IU00, Aurangzib, finding how important the com¬ 
merce of the Company was to the wealth and prosperity of 
his empire, and that the Company's cruisers prevented pil¬ 
grims from going to Mecca, authorised his representative to 
make peace with Sir John Child, the Governor of Bombay 
and Director - General of the Company’s settlements. On 
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February 18 the President of Fort St George wrote to the 
Court : " For confidence whereof (Le. of peace) we are re* 

solving to send doune Agent Char nock to J3enga.II to the Bay 
upon the Princess when she arrives, * . , which we ore the 
more encouraged to by the kind invitation of the now worthy 
good Nabob Ebrahim Cawne.” On the arrival of the Princess, 
Charnock with his Council and factors, accompanied bv an 
officer and thirty soldiers, went on hoard, and on Sunday, 
August 'i ,!-, at noon, she anchored off Chuttamjttee. 

From the deck of a giant steamer as she anchors off Cal¬ 
cutta a noble prospect now meets the eye, which is the delight 
of visitors from all quarters of the globe. Vessels of nil sizes 
and descriptions gliding over its waters animate the vast 
river with varied life. Stately ships lie at anchor by the bank, 
and their lofty spars tower up black into the air. In the far 
distance, beyond a wide green plain, rise into sight tower and 
dome and spire of the City of Palaces. 

Char nock saw from his small vessel a different scene. A 
stretch of rising ground along the river, with mat-covered 
lodges strewn around; beyond it all a vast, green, malarious 
swamp, girded by a dense jungle like a mighty hedge. Job 
Charnock found the place in a deplorable condition, “ nothing 
being left for our present n ecu mmoda Lion, and t lie rain hilling 
day and night. We are forced to betake ourselves to boats, 
which, considering the season of the year, is unhealthy." 
On Thursday, August US, at a consultation: 

" Present. —The H 1 Worshipful Agent Charnock, Mr. Francis 
Ellis, Mr. Jere. Pead lie. [n consideration that all the former build* 
ings here ore destroyed, it is rusolved that such places be built as 
necessity requires arul as cheap as possible—viz,, 1, A warehouse ; 
2, A dining-room; 3, The Secretary's Office to be repaired; A 
mom la sort doth in : 5, A cook-roam with Us conveniences ; 6, 
An apartment for the Company's servants ; 7, The Age tils and Mr. 
Fend lie's bouse to be repaired, which were parL standing, and a 
house to he built for Mr. Ellis, the latter being totally demolished ; 
S. Till' guardhouse. These being done with mudd walls and thatched 
till we can get ground whereon to build a factory ." 

The mud huts rose, the swamp around was reclaimed, the 
jungle was cleared away, but many succumbed to the cruel 
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fever. The growth nf the infant settlement Wits slow, and 
accompanied by much suffering. Nine months after its birlh 
the President at Fort St. George wrote that “ they were in a 
wild unsettled condition at Chut I mutter, neither fortifjed 
houses nor goedowns, only tents, hutts, and boats, with a 
strange charge of near 100 soldiers, guanfshlps, fe. ■^ ie 
Nawab of Bengal would “ neither permit build Eng or Factory, 
nor merchants to settle or trade with them.” But Job 
Charnock, the Madras President complains, “ continues con¬ 
trary to all reason nr consent of the Government. It is 
bv “divine madness,” contrary to all reason ur consent of 
Government, that empires are made. Chamock’s far sight 
saw that it needed only courage and perseverance to make 
the enterprise a success. But the whole weigh! of the task 
fell on thr sturdy old man, who had served thirty years in 
India, anti the burden proved too heavy. He fell into deep 
dejection, and during his last years bis stubborn will was 
no longer a law to his followers. His race of glory run, on 
January 10, lflM, Job Charnock was with them that rest. 

It is the lot of the pioneer to plough and to sow, and for 
others to reap. Job Charnock was no mere money-making 
trader, no wild daring speculator, but an old English mer¬ 


chant, with the high character, calm judgment, and cool 
courage of his order, lie felt responsible for the merchandise 
and credit of bis “ Honble. Masters.” He was, they said, 
» always a faithful man to the Company." He had, no doubt, 
the faults born of unrestricted power and isolated stations 


of eom.niiuid. But his career attests that Job Charnock was 
a valiant and true servant, who for the good of hLs country 
set at naught all risks and sufferings. By working in the 
same spirit his countrymen have won for England a vast and 
stable dominion. 

The settlement which Job Charnock formed was improved 
by degrees into a valuable possession. The English began 
to build walls and bastions round their factory, and so created 
the original citadel of Fort William, Under Lhc protection 
of the English flag and of English taw, a large population 
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™d“rw, 7* i”! 1 *" tr * d ™ Mtlc<i » «>e Company's «*.*, 
d “ 1 hec “ rnc » nuserahlo trading fort, so Butko 

described it, but a prosperous town, a mart and seaport of 
considerable importance. In the year 1710 the English 

XU Iosul “ ■— ” taJ^w 

’ That at) their mercantile affairs, together with thdr 
gomaslitas (agents), have free liberty, in all aubahships (nro- 
vuices), to pass and repass In and fro, either by land or water 
m any part or district through the several provinces above 
saiff, And know, they are custom free ; that thcv have full 
power and liberty to buy and sell at their own pleasure.” 
The liberty was abused by the servants of the Company 
Captain Retime, a mariner, in his “ Reflections on the Low 
of Calcutta” (June, 1756), states: 


" file Injustice to the Moors consists In Hint, being by their 
courtesy permitted to live here ns merchants, to protected jSI 
what natives were their servants, and In trade custom live—m; 
under that pretence protected all the Nabobs subjects Hint claimed 

I 0 "’ U ' 0Ugh t [ lcy WCfc nciUieT fJur servants nor our tiicr- 
hanu and gave our dmtuck, or passes to number of natives 
to trade custom free, to the gn at prejudice of I he S^bobi 
revenue; nay mow. we levied large duties upon goods hrouitrt into 

fwr and*! v i tht ‘ £7* 7°^ tlmt !L to trade custom 

fret, and by numbers of their impositions (iramed to raise the Com¬ 
pany s revenues, some of which were ruinous to ourselwsWuch 1 
taxes on marriages, provisions transferring land property, — 
caused eternal clamour and complaints against us at Court." 


In 1743 Alivnrdi Khan, an Afghan adventurer, won for 
himself by the sword the ruJersbip of Bengal. |f e whs a 
good soldier and a strong administrator. "lie maintained 
friendly relations with the authorities of the European fac¬ 
tories, and, in return for the subsidies which he exacted from 
them, lie gave them protection and enforced good ordrr 
the close of his long reign he, however, regarded with sus¬ 
picion the strong indomitable race whose ships commanded 
tiie sea and whose forts protected their rising settlements. 
When his chief commanders urged him to expel the English 
and seize their property, he said; “It is now difficult to ex 
tmguisb the lire on land; but should the sea be in flames 
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who could put them out ?" Three years before his death 
Aiivardi Khan, who was sLricken in age, appointed his 
favourite nephew and adopted son, Miraa Mahmud, to be his 
successor, and invested him with considerable power, On his 
appointment Mirza Mahmud received the name of Sraj-ud- 
Daula, signifying “ the Lamp of the State,” by which he 
was afterwards called; but lie is known to history ns Surajah 
Dowbi. Richard Bccher, chief of the subordinate factory at 
Dacca, descries him as “ a young man. violent, passionate, 
of great ambition tinctured with avarice.” 

Surajah Dowla suspected (and he had good grounds for 
his suspicion) the Company's servants of corresponding with 
a widowed daughter of Aiivardi Kban, who had adopted « 
probable rival to the throne: and he was greatly irritated 
when they gave a cordial welcome to Kissendas {Kishn 
Das), the‘son of her Hindu lover and principal adviser, 
wlm, under pretence of a pilgrimage to the sacred shrine of 
Jugeraflth (Jagannath), Imd proceeded to Calcutta with his 
family and an immense amount of treasures. Kissendas 
Look up his residence with Omichund {Ammehand), a banker 
of great wealth. Macaulay speaks of him as " the artful 
Bengalee," but he was a trader from the north of India 
who had for forty years rest tied in Bengal. His commerce 
extended to every" part of the province, and be had provided 
most of the Company’s investments. But three years belore 
the arrival of Kissendas, Omichund was excluded from any 
participation in the Company's affairs, und this vexed his 
pride and avarice. It was stated at the time that he was 
an active parLy in bringing Kissendas to Calcutta, with the 
intention of ruining the English by embroiling Lhem in 
quarrel with Aiivardi or of regaining his former influence by 
acting as mediator. 

The reception of Kissendas at Calcutta has been assigned 
;ia one of the main causes of the war, bid it was due to a 
deeper and more remote foundation. Captain Rennie states 
that 11 the principal cause of the war was the knowledge of 
wlml had happened on the coast of Coromandel, for many 
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Moors (and some of distinction among them) have come lately 
from thence and declared that the English and French have 
divided the country* while their respective Nabobs are not 
better than shadows of what they should be*' 1 The news 
of the capture of the great stronghold of Liberia on the Malabar 
coast by Clive confirmed the impression that the Europeans 
intended to claim the whole as their own* Soon after the 
receipt of the intelligence of the taking of Chcria, Alivardi 
died, an<l Surajah Dowlu took quiet possession of the govern- 
merit. He at once sent a written order to the Governor of 
Calcutta to deliver Kisscndn# up p his property, and his fol¬ 
lowers. The messenger* a man of considerable importance, 
who entered Calcutta in the disguise of a European, “ was 
turned out of the factory and off the shore with derision and 
insolence/* 

When our Hindu agent at his Court represented the sus¬ 
picions which had induced the authorities at Calcutta to treat 
the messenger as an impostor, Kurajah Dowd a listened, aimed 
with the true impenetrability of an Oriental. He showed 
no emotion or displeasure—news had reached him of a more 
serious and exasperating nature than an affront to his mes¬ 
senger* His spies at Calcutta had often informed turn of the 
small strength of its fortifications and garrison, and before 
the deatli of Alivardi Khan i4 the easy capture of it was the 
Pub lick discourse of the city and Durbar 11 ; Sumjah Dowlu 
was now informed that the English were busy raising strong 
fortifications. The report was hi a certain measure true. He 
hud just been pi-oduirned when a letter from the ILL Court 
reached Calcutta stating that war with France was inevitable, 
and ' k in consequence of these advices the line of guns towards 
the river was repaired and strengthened and some other trifling 
works erected particularly a Kedoubt at Perrin's Garden/' 
Surnjnh Dowla at once wrote to the President that he did 
not approve of our carrying on these works without his per- 
mission, and ordered Mr. Drake to demist immediately, and 
destroy what he had already done*" The French having 
strengthened their fort by an additional bastion, also received 
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lower*. The messenger* n man of considerable importance* 
who entered Calcutta in the disguise of a European, b4 was 
turned out of the factory and of the shore with derision and 
insolence.” 

When our Hindu agent at his Court represented the sus¬ 
picions which had induced the authorities at Calcutta to treat 
the messenger as an impostor, Slirajah Do win listened, armed 
with the true impenetrability of an Oriental He showed 
no emotion or displeasure—nows had reached turn of a more 
serious and exasperating nature than an affront to his me*- 
senger. His spies at Calcutta had often informed him of the 
small strength of its fortifications and garrison, and before 
the death of Alimrdi Khan li the easy capture of it was the 
Publick discourse of the city and Durbar”; Surajah Dowla 
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had just been proclaimed when it letter from the E.L Court 
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destroy what he had already done.” The French having 
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Jin order Lo the like effect. They discreetly replied that 
“they had not built New Works, and had only Repaired 
One of Lheir Bastions, which had been injured by Lightning, 
wdl? which answer he appeared satisfied/’ The English 
President, an the other hand, stated s 

ld That in the late War bH wren our Nation and the French* they 
had attacked and taken the Town of Madras Contrary to the neiilralily 
Wi- expected would have been preserved In the Mogulls Dominions - w 
und I hut there being at present great Appearance of another War 
between the Two Crowns, We wore under sonic apprehensions they 
would act In the same way In Beiigit], to prevent which We were 
only repairing our Line of Guns to the Water-side.* 11 

The indiscreet answer increased the wrath and suspicion 
of Su rajah Dowla. It seemed to him an evasion of his clear 
demand, * fc Upon what pretence/’ he wrote, li vdll the Franch 
attempt to attack them n the river ? which they have never 
done since the settlement of Europeans in the Country/* 
li the English began the stniggle he feared it would jemd, as 
it had done in the Carnatic, to the ascendancy uf the con¬ 
queror and the destruction of the power of the native princes* 
Surajah Dow I a felt that if he were to maintain Ids supremacy 
he must take some open and decided action. Now was the 
time. He had firmly established himself on the throne, and 
had collected a large nr my to chastise a rebellious cousin. 
On May he sent the principal merchant of the province, 
who resided at Ilugli* a letter stating: 

" It lias been my tie sign to level the English forLifi rut ions raised 
within my jurisdiction on account of their great strength : as 1 
have nothing at present to divert me from Lhe execution of Lhal 
resolution, 1 am determined Lo make use of this opportunity ; for 
which reason 1 am returning from Ragahrviruih nn ri shall use the 
utmost expedition on my march that I mny arrive before Calcutta 
as soon as possible." 

He added at the bottom in his own hand : 

" I swear by the Great God and the prophets that unless the 
English consent to fill up their ditch, raze their fortifications, and 
trade upon Lhe saute terms they did In the time of Nabob Joffeer 
Cftwn, 1 will not hear anything on their behalf, and will expel them 
totally out of my country." 
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On June y Sumjall Dowlo* having seized the factory at 
Fossim bazar, near his capital* bent his march towards Cal¬ 
cutta. On June 7 news readied Fort William that Cossirn- 
bnanr had surrendered, and 11 that the Nabob was determined 
lu inarch to Calcutta with his whole tinny t estimated then 
at 50,000 men* besides a lar^c train of artillery/* The English* 
when they fortified their settlement, tun:I never meant that 
it should be able to stand a regular siege* and had contented 
themselves with throwing up work sufficient to protect the 
inhabitants against 41 an irruption of the Moots rt and an 
inroad of the Mahratta horse, Omie, In a w Narrative of 
the Loss of Calcutta, composed at Madras, October 17aG/* 
which has never been printed* speaks of Fort William as “‘a 
building which many an old house in the country exceeds 
in its defence if : 

Jj II Is sit anted a few paces from the river-side* on the biink of 
which runs a line of guns l he whole hmgfh of I he fort from North 
to South* and this the only formidable part* as it is capable of annoy¬ 
ing ships on the river. The etuis of Lhis line are joined to the Lwq 
hast ions of tlie fort nearest the river by a garden wail and a gate 
in each, which would resist one shot of ti sli-poimdcr, Imt which 
would tie forced by the second. Opposite to lhe lwo has! ions men¬ 
tioned ore two others placed to the Eastward* bid within thirty 
yards to the North and fifty yards to the South the bastions are 
commanded by large houses. To Hie Eastward inland the top nf 
Lhe church commands the whole of both the Northern ami Eastern 
Ramparts. 1 * 

The curtains of the fort were only four feet thick* and 
terraces which were the roofs of the chambers formed the 
top of the ramparts. Nine years before the siege a range of 
warehouses had been built on the inside of the southern face 
occupying the space between the flanks of the adjacent bastions* 
and consequently rendering, ns Hoi well states, k4 your too 
southerly face of the fort, which could not be flanked by a 
single gun from either bastion/ 5 Ho I well's account of the 
condition of the fortifications illustrates how ancient is 
the English prerogative never to prepare in the time of peace 
for the exigencies of actual war. 
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11 The ruinous slate qf the lines to Lhe Westward of the fort," 
lie writes, '■ had been a reproach iu our scLUemenL, and to every¬ 
thing bearing the name of fortification, for more than two years. 
The whole easterly curtain had been tor many years in so ruinous 
a condition as not to bear a gun ; one we fired from it s a three or 
fmir pounder, as J remember, which made its way through the 
terrace/' 

The nmmunlLkm, like the fortifications, was impaired by 
neglect, 

M 1 No cartridges / writes Captain Grant, the adjutant-genera I, 
h of any kind ready. The small quantity of grape in store had hen 
by so long that It was destroyed by worms ; no shells fitted nor Fuses 
prepared for small or grp at. 'llie few that were thrown at the siege 
burst half way. There were 2 Iran Mortars, one of 13 and the other 
of 10 inches, sent out about 3 years ago. The 10-Lnch Mortar we 
hod just finished the bed for It, but the f3-inch one lay by useless 
far want of one ; Mu/ there was upwards of 3G0 shells sent oul lor 
halhn aU that could be prepared was not above 20, and such as was 
thrown of them burst some after quitting the mortar, other half 
way* We had hut a small quantity of powder, and the greatest part 
of Hull damp/ ** 

The regular force of the garrison amounted only to 
men. or whom a portion were native Portuguese anti Arme¬ 
nians. “ Of these Hand Full of Troops in Garrison there were 
not five who had ever I believe seen a Mu$kett fired In Auger, n 
The officers, however, commanding the regular companies— 
Minehen, Clayton, Buchanan, Grant, and Wetherington— had 
alt except Clayton seen service either in Europe nr on the Coro¬ 
mandel Coast. Captain Minehen was the chief commander- 
Of trim HoIwlII writes, ami the other narratives confirm the 
justice of his criticism; 

" Touching the military capacity of our Commandant 1 am a 
stranger. I can only say we were unhappy In his keeping It lu him¬ 
self if he had any, as neither I. nor, I believe* any one else was wit¬ 
ness to any part of His Goaducl that spoke or bore the appearance 
of his being the Commanding Military Olilcer in garrison," 

When the news that Sura] ah Dowla Tvas advancing on 
theirs reached Calcutta, a council of war, consisting of the 
military captains and the engineer joined to the ordinary 
Council, was held- It decided that the militia should be called 
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out. That same evening the Governor “ by bent of drum, 
caused all the inhabitants of Calcutta fit to bear arms to be 
assembled. 1 * The next morning, June SlK two companies 
of militia were enrolled, consisting of the European, Portuguese* 
and Armenian Inhabitants, amounting to 250 men- If they 
had been regularly trained to arms according to the repeated 
orders of the Court* they might at this juncture* as Ilohvdl 
states, have 

" hern a most seasonable supply, but this essential regulation, l hid 
sorry to ^ay* was totally inflected, so that when We came to action 
there was hardly any Amongst the Armenians and Portuguese in- 
habitants, and bill few among the European Militia, who knew the 
Right from the Wrong end ai their pieces." 

lEolwcll commanded the 1st Company of the militia and 
William Mackett the 2nd Company* 

“ and lhr following gentleman were appointed officers kinder them 
—viz., Robert Maple toft [a clergyman, Chaplain of the Presidency), 
Captain-Lieutenant ; Richard Court, IL Wedderburn* T. Hid rues, 
md Wra* Summer, Lieu leu an Ls ; C. Douglas, T\ Coates, and R, H. 
BaldLrk, Ensigns * and William Durable tou, Adjutant/" 

The council of war, instead of repairing and strengthening 
tlie fortifications of the fort* determined that the l ’ Battcryu 
should be erected in aLl the roads lending to the fort at such 
distances ns Con'd be anywise defensible with the small num¬ 
ber of Troops We bud/ 1 The resolution was n capital error* 
The troops were few in number and the ground covered a 
considerable area. Captain Grant supplies the reason which 
led the Council to conic to so unwise a decision. No one 
thought, even to the very last day, that the Nabob would 
ever venture to attack us or offer to force our lines.'" 

Orine enables us by plan and description to ascertain 
exactly where the three batteries which the besieged con¬ 
structed and mounted were situated. The eastern battery 
was erected near the present Scotch church, ” opposite to 
the Eastern gate of Lhe fart* at the distance of 300 yards on 
the principal avenue* which continued in a straight line to 
the rearward as far as the Mcrattoe ditch/* This battery 
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adjoined to the left the gateway of an enclosure, in which, 
at the distance of a few feet, stood a very spacious house of 
one floor in which the mayor's court anti assi&es used to be 
hdd. The norUi battery mu$t have been situated at the 
foot of Clive lthat Street ; the third battery at the corner 
where Bastings Street, Council House Street, and Government 
i J laet s meet. The fort wen pied a site now comprised between 
Coil ah Ghat Street and Fairlie Place. The chief gateway 
looked out upon an avenue, which was skirted on the north 
side by a large enclosure called hb the Park/* and Onus's p]an 
gives in the enclosure the tank which forms a prominent 
feature in Didhousie Square. To the soulh of the Park was 
the Rope Halt, at whose eastern extremity waa the east 
battery* Beyond Hie Rope Walk there were three large 
English houses, and a short distance from them, on the edge 
of the avenue, was the gaoL 

On June 1*3 a letter was intercepted from the chief of the 
Nawub s spies to OmiehumL he banker was arrested and 
imprisoned in the fort. And Gmichnnd, who was b ‘ implacable 
in his resentments," never forgave the insult and injury* His 
endeavours to mitigate things, when he really found they 
were coming tu extremities, Hdwell states, were sincere 
enough, 

" until his iiuprlsuiuneat by the President, an Act of his power and 
sole authority, lor which Hit pretence made use of was m my judg¬ 
ment by 110 means sulhcicnt : 1 hr corrtspoadeaee detected between 
him and Rajarcun Jlarkarali (the Suba's Mead Spy), which was read 
In the presence of many of us, contained hi our opinions nnihing 
to vindicate |[ r nor had yutir President f ven the consent j or ap¬ 
probation of tils Council for this step, or that 1 ever remember 
acquired it.” 

W hen Omichund was arrested his brother-in-law concealed 
liiinsell in the women ^ apartments. The next dav a body 
of peons were sent to arrest him and Kis&endas, The latter, 
who had gathered around him a large number of armed re¬ 
tainers* vigorously defended his house, drove the peons away, 

’* and took some of them prisoners, whom he treated very 
barbarously.** Lieutenant Blogg was now sent with thirty 
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Europeans, who stormed the house and “ took him wit it all 
his arms, which was a very large quantity,” At Gmichuntfs 
house the resistance wets equally desperate. When further 
defence was hopeless the head of his followers, 

** who was an IniUtiii of a high caste, set lire to Lhe tifHlse, and in 
order lo stive- l hr women of the family Irom Uie dishonour of being 
exposed to strangers, entered I heir apartment^ and killed* it is stud* 
fblrtcrn of them with Ills own hand, alter which he stabbed himself* 
but, contrary to bis intentions* 11 ut mortally.*' 

Kissendaa was taken a prisoner into the fort r 41 Juggernaut 
Sing* the Jemmuutdor or Head Peon, was conveyed away 
by his followers / 1 

Meanwhile, Surajah Dow I a was marching in hot haste 
towards Calcutta* Many of his troops died of fatigue, many 
more were struck down by the sun* but lie pushed on. On 
June 15 lie reached Itngli, and his army crossed the river 
in a vast fleet of beats, which had accompanied him on his 
march, Early in the morning of June 10 the inhabitants of 
Calcutta were alarmed by the tidings that he was close at 
hand. The Englishwomen left their houses mid retired to 
the fort; the Portuguese or black Christians men, women* 
and children — about 2,000 in number* also sought shelter 
within its walls. The natives tied from the town. About 
noun the booming of guns confirmed the news. The advanced 
guard of the royal army had reached Chit pur. the northern 
suburb, and iiad opened a brisk cannonade on the Fortune 
ketch and Chance sloop, that had been sent up flic river to 
assist tin garrison uf the redoubt at Perrin's* It consisted 
of only twenty Europeans, commanded by Edward Piccard, 1 
ensign* The ship.^ by keeping a quick fire* maintained their 
station* “ upon which the enemy turned their whole force 
upon the redoubt* and accordingly brought up their cannon 
on elephants to the edge of a small wood, to the north word 
of the fosse/ 1 over which there was a ilrawbridge. Six guns 
were playing on the redoubt and the sloop when Lieutenant 
Blaggi with 4U Europeans, an lS-poimdtr, and two brass 

1 Aiiu ipelt Picurd, auJ Fisduml. 
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field-pieces, arrived. Under the fire of their cannon and small- 
arms the enemy, 4,000 strong, made several attempts to force 
a passage across the bridge, hut * fc our little troop ” checked 
them by a constant platoon fire, “ as likewise by placing smartly 
the two three-pounder*.” Fur hours the unequal contest 
raged. It was ha If-past six when the enemy* seeing the 

piequet advancing, retired into the grove. 

M At midnlghl nothing was moving ha I hr thickets; for every 
man, alter eating Mb meal, laud as mmil betook himself to Mcep : which 
Ensign Piccard, whn had served on the coast of Co rum an del, sus¬ 
pected from their silence, mad crossing the rivulet at midnight with 
his party, seized and spiked tile four pieces of cannon, heat tip uiid 

drove all the troops out of the thicket, and relumed without the 

loss nf a nun, 11 

The enemy must have sustained a considerable loss in 
their attack, “ for seventy-nine of their dead were found 

the next morning, most of them killed with cannon-shot at 
the corner of the wood where they had brought up their 
artillery/ 1 

The main body of the enemy, on desisting from their attack. 
4,1 directly drew off their artillery and filed off in very large 
columns towards hum Dum plains/' This movement was 
due to the advice of Omiehtmd'a head peon* who, in spite 
of his wounds, was put upon Ids horse and led to Surajah 
Dow! a, ** whom he informed of the transact ions relating to 
his masters imprisonment * and when the enemy was repulsed 
lit Baagbszar he led the vuu of the army to the eastward* 
and directed them to the avenues by which Limy could enter 
our bounds/’ During the night the enemy reached Cow 
Cross Bridge* where they encamped “ behind the brick-kilns, 
and stretched From the bungalows ns far as Goviuderam 
Metre's Garden on the Dum Dum road/ 1 At Cow Cross 
Bridge were posted I,t>00 peons and buxtrric& (hired match¬ 
lock men), who deserted to the enemy. Next morning (June 
17) Monsieur Le Beaume, “who was a French officer, and left 
Chandnagai 1 on a point of honour, requested per miss ion to 
take possession of the gaol, about 200 yards advanced before 
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the Battery A (eastern battery)« anil where three roads ter¬ 
minated into the place/’ He was sent with 12 military and 
militia, 40 htt.rerries, and 2 cannon, to take possession of it- 
il He broke embrasures through the gaol-house for the cannon, 
and made loopholes all round for the musquetry/' The 
enemy, however, did not appear in sight of the batteries that 
day, “ but they entered the skirts of the town, plundering 
ami burning all they met nn their way, especially the Black 
merchants* houses/* Many of them were taken prisoners. 
Their accounts of the Nawahs situation and strength varied 
so much that little dependence could he placed on them. 

11 Our own Intelligence all along frem our spies was fqualJy bo. 
These Prisoners in general told us Lliat he had all the Cossinfrutar's 
ran nan, and 10 or IS pieces, -which he brought from Muscadabad, 
of a larger size, besides numbers of swivels and wall pieces mounted 
on camehs and elephants. That his troops consisted ol 20,000 to 
30,000 Horse and Foot," 

The garrison was also advised by their spies and prisoners 
that the Nnwab's artillery u was commanded by a French 
Renegade who had been an officer at Pondicherry, and gave 
himself the Title of Marquis de St. -Tuque, 1 and had under 
his command 25 Europeans and 80 Chittygam Fringees/' By 
evening the enemy had set lire to the great bazuur and many 
parts of the Black Town and the English, all the bazaar* and 
native huts to the eastward and southward, fci which burnt 
till morning, and being so very extensive and near, formed 
h scene too hoirible for language/ 1 That night the [leons 
and matchlock-men, to the number of 500, deserted to the 
enemy, as the lasears and coolies had done some days before. 

That we had not a Black Fellow Lo draw or work a gun, not 
even Lo carry a cotton bale or sandbag on ye Ramparts; and what 
work of that kind had been done was by the Military and Militia. 
This want at workmen at lost and Scarcity at ye beginning harrasM 
us Prodigiously, and prevented our doing several works that would 
have been necessary." 

Early on the morning of the 18th the enemy appeared in 
all quarters of the town, and the tactics they intended to 
1 Marquis tic St, Jacques- 
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pursue soon became apparent. They meant to force their 
way into the lines, not by attacking the batteries, hut by 
creeping into the different, houses- The garrison ' L accordingly 
fortified some of the houses which they thought commanded 
the batteries with as many as could possibly be spared/’ But 
they had very few to spare. The fighting men of the garrison 
were so small a number that they found it difficult to perform 
their ordinary duties and also guard the crowd of prisoners* 
H The same morning/’ writes William Tooke* “ orders were 
issued out that no quarter was to be given to the enemy, the 
prison being but a very small place, was full, and among 
other prisoner* was Qmichimd. 1 * About eight o'clock a large 
body of the enemy took possession of the houses adjoining 
the southern battery* whence they opened a destructive fire 
of musketry and wall-pieces* The guns of the battery were 
turned against these houses, but they had little effect uii the 
hard Indian mortar. However, Buchanan, who was in com¬ 
mand* and his gallant men fought on strongly and sent small 
bodies of men to hold the houses to the left of the battery, 
so that their finnk might not be turned through any of Use 
avenues in that direction. 

An hour later a column of the enemy rushed up the narrow 
street leading to the northern battery, commanded by Lieu- 
ten ant-Cap tain Smith. The guns opened lire with grape* and 
“ smote them with such effect that they went to confusion." 
Many took shelter in the adjoining streets, ** from whence they 
came out in small parties mid continued a desultory fire/* A 
platoon with a field-piece was detached to drive them out 
of the cross-streets, which was easily effected* They then 
proceeded along the southern street* until they lost sight of 
the battery. The enemy, seeing their error, returned through 
the cross-streets to cut off their retreat, but yielded again 
to the field-pieces ami Use fire of the platoon." Soon after 
the whole body went away and joined those who were employed 
against the eastern battery* 

About eleven o'clock the enemy brought two cannon to 
bear on the gaol, ft * one of them an 18 lb. by the size of the 
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balls/’ Ensign Carstairs with twenty men ami two field-pieces 
was sent tn reinforce Lc Rcaume. “ Rut the walls nf l he gaol- 
house were so weak that they were hardly any defence against 
their cannon." However, the gallant garrison held it till 
about two, “when Le Rea .11 me anil Ensign Carslairs, being 
both wounded, and numbers of tlirir men tilled, had liberty 
to retire within Captain Clayton's Battery,” The enemy 
instantly took possession of the gaol and all the adjacent 
houses. 

** Tho" our men from Hip tops ami windows of Hip houses kept a 
caitsUout fin? on them as they advanced, and our ran non from the 
Fori and our Battery* played on every house they coil'd sec them 
In possession of* and endeavour'd, tho' with little success* to fling 
shell amongst them (which had they been properly fitted for service 
would have been of more use than our ran non)* yet the supcriorily 
of their numbers under cover of the Houses at till quarters marie it 
impossible for our people to withstand such showers of small shot! 
as they fired into the houses wo had possession of/ f 

At one o'clock Captain Clayton recoiled all his out-parties. 
He had been reinforced with an 18-pounder fci to endeavour 
to demolish the houses round about,’ 1 but all their endeavours 
proved ineffectual. From the three houses on the right and 
two an the left the enemy poured a murderous fire into the 
east battery* Only those who were working the guns remained ; 
the rest took shelter in the mayor’s court, from whence a soldier 
came forth to face the storm of cannonade and musketry 
when a comrade fell at the guns. At four o'clock a large body 
of the enemy forced the palisade at the farther or western 
end of the Rope Walk, and made a rush down the lane to 
take the battery. The gunners got one of the 18-pouuffets 
to bear on them, and * h stopped their career with much slaughter, 
the Fort at the same time keeping a warm fire upon them 
from the Bastions.” For an hour the hurricane raged. The 
enemy “ had now possessed the Houses in all quarters of the 
town in Multitudes, and by their superiority obliged most 
of the men to quit the Mouses they occupied,” They threat¬ 
ened to attack the battery in flank, and cut off their retreat. 
About five o'clock Captain Clayton ordered Mr. Holwdl, 
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who, “ as Captain of the first company of militia, was stationed 
under him at this Battery with a detachment of militia, to 
go down to Lhc Fort and represent the state of the Battery■ 
and receive orders whether it should be withdrawn or main¬ 
tained.’ 11 He hastened to the fort and 

ai the orders were to withdraw It immediately and spike up Lhc cannon 
we coujd not bring oft. I returned with these orders, and io iny 
astonishment found the two 18-Pounders and otic of the G-Foundcrs 
on the Baltcry spiked up. and the Post in such confusion as hors 
all description. There was not Sling could have prevented their 
bringing off the cannon and making the most regular and soldier-like 
reLreaL, Imd we been commanded by an officer of Resolution end 
.ludgmmL hut as it was. our Retreat had more the appearance of ft 
confused Rout, bringing off only one Field-Piece, and the cannon 
spiked with so lilUe art that they were easily drilled and turned 
against u&,' f 

At the southern buttery Captain Buchanan, finding him¬ 
self pressed in front and his communication with the fort 
threatened, Fell buck upon an inner battery close to the Park 
gate, leaving one of his field-pieces at the corner of the Park 
wall to cover his retirement. To the cast of the southern bat¬ 
tery was a palisade which Was overlooked by two large houses, 
one on each hand, A sergeant and sixteen soldiers were 
posted on one of them* Lieutenant Blogg “ k and ten of our 
volunteers (8 of them your covenanted servants)'" were dis¬ 
patched from Captain Buchanan’s post to sustain them, Hk and 
they threw themselves into the other house (Captain Minchin’s), 
from the top of which they made a great slaughter of the 
enemy." About three o*clock Captain Clayton withdrew the 
garrison from the neighbouring house* Soon after the ser¬ 
geant and sixteen men who defended the palisade deserted. 
The enemy broke: it down, and rushing in, took possession 
of all the houses around—“ nay, even of that house itself* 
and barricaded the doors up to the very top of (he house, 
which passage to the top being very narrow, they did not 
dare to attempt.* 1 Deserted and begirt by enemies, Blagg 
and his ten volunteers held the bouse resolutely* A destruc¬ 
tive fire was poured on them from the neighbouring houses,. 
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and “ they were in no small danger from our own guns at 
the factory» who were at that time playing very smartly on 
the enemy. 51 At seven o'clock their ammunition was exhausted. 
An attempt had been made to relieve them, and had failed. 
Nothing was left hut to sally forth- The door was hurst 
open, and they made for a lone at the back of the house, 4i in 
the hope of getting under shelter of out guns." They found 
the avenue crowded with the enemy. ** Messrs. Smith and 
Wilkinson, two of the parly, having imprudently advanced 
a little too far, were cut to pieces, though the first killed 4 
or 5 of the enemy before he fell \ the remainder, by making 
good use of their bayonets [not having a single charge left), 
gained the front gate of the house. 14 By this time the enemy 
had taken possession of the whole square, Blagg and his 
eight comrades fighting gallantly, ran the gauntlet of l heir 
fire till they reached the field-piece at the comer of the Park 
wall, L which, playing upon the enemy, drove them to a greater 
distance. 1 ' 

Captain Buchanan was ordered to post a lieutenant and 
thirty men at the Company's House, and to march the rest 
into the factory* 4i which he did, having made a very fine 
retreat by securing all his ammunition, and without the less 
of a gun except an 18-pounder which was sent to the inner 
battery, and upon his being ordered away *n abruptly he 
eft it spiked up/ 4 As the inner battery was within pistol- 
shot of the walls, and commanded two out of the three roads 
of the place* its abandonment was a grave error. Orders 
were now sent to Lieutenant-Captain Smith to withdraw 
from the northern battery, and boats were dispatched which 
brought away Piccard and his twenty men from Perrin's 
redoubt. When darkness fell* all three batteries had been 
abandoned, 11 and most people said that the fall of them 
would be attended with fatal consequences.” 

That night was one of great tumult and confusion in the 
fort* The native Portuguese women filled the passages with 
loud clamour, anil crowded the back gate in order to force 
their way on board the ships* At nine o’clock a council of 
u 
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war was held, and u the European women were ordered on 
board the ships and Colonel Manning!) a rn and Lieutenant- 
Colonel Frank hmd permitted to see them safe there.* 1 The 
detachment in the Company's House having been murh galled 
by the enemy's fire from, the next house to the south, “ thought 
their situation too dangerous to be maintained on ye approach 
of Day/ 1 anil were withdrawn. At midnight the enemy were 
heard approaching to escalade the terraces of the warehouses. 
Every man of the garrison was so harassed and fatigued 
for want of rest by constant duty for two days, ** that 
it was impossible to rouse them even if ye enemy had been 
sealing yc waits. Three different times did ye Drums heat 
to arms, but in vain, not a man could be got to stand to their 
arms, Lho* we had frequent Alarms of ye enemy's preparing 
ladders under our walls to scale them. 11 The enemy, how¬ 
ever, hearing the drums beat, thought the garrison prepared, 
and retreated. 

About one o'clock in thr morning a second council of war 
was held, 

” The majority of the military officers gave it as tiirir opinion, 
that it was impracUeabli: Lo defend Lhe lort with so small a gflrrteon 
and so unprovided wills stores for n siege* against the mitm-nuis 
army of lhe enemy * tlir srlJIIery ufilmvs reported we find not r no ugh 
powder and shot for three days; our bomba and grenades were of 
no use, the fusees being spoiled by the dampness of the climate owing 
to their being filled some years, and never looked into afterwards* 1 * 

It was therefore unanimously agreed that a retreat to 
the ships was the best step to he taken. A dispute arose 
41 whether that retreat ought to he made immediately, under 
favour of the night, ur deferred till thr- next clay, and in w hat 
manner to conduct a general retreat without confusion or 
tumult/ 1 Mj\ Cooke adds: 11 it was at least resolved Lo defer 
the retreat till the next night, and that all the next: day should 
be employed in embarking the Portuguese women and our 
most valuable effects, by which means we should avoid the 
disorder we dreaded/’ 

At break of day the enemy renewed their attock and cannon¬ 
aded the fort very briskly from two or three different batteries, 
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besides keeping up a hot fire from the houses they had occupied. 
They had, however* neglected to take possession of the Com¬ 
pany's House, * s and Ensign Piccard having offered to maintain 
it with twenty military, his proposal was readily agreed to. ,T 
But to hold it was an Impossible task. From the house-tops, 
ensconced behind the walls of the enclosure, the enemy sent 
their bullets fast. Every loophole was a target for them, 
but the fire was returned with steadiness and not without 
effect. But though many of them fell, “ their loss in so great 
a multitude was scarcely felt and immediately supplied.' 1 
At nine o'clock Ensign Piccard was brought in wounded from 
the Company's House* and by noon the garrisons had been 
withdrawn from all the houses inside the walls. The courage 
of the enemy increased with their success, whilst confusion 
and terror prevailed more and more in the garrison. Then 
from the ramparts they saw a sight which filled them with 
despair. The ships were floating down the river. 

Early in the morning the embarkation of the women had 
begun. But as no orders for the general retreat had been 
issued. u many of the inhabitants imagined every body was 
to ihift for himself/’ and 41 every one endeavoured to get on 
board such vessel as he could, and to he the first to he em¬ 
barked-'* The boats were filled with more than they could 
carry, and several were fipset- “ Most of those who had 
crowded into them were drowned, and such as floated with 
the tide to the shore were cither made prisoners or massacred; 
for the enemy had taken possession of all Uic houses and 
Enclosures along the bank of the river, from which stations 
they shot fire-arrows into the ships and vessels, in hope of 
burning them/ 1 The Captain of the Doddalay t l fearing that 
she would be burnt, hoisted anchor, and between nine and 
ten o’clock dropped down to Surinam Garden, Then every 
ship and sloop followed the example, and weighing anchor 
floated down the stream. The spectacle of the ships creeping 
away increased the confusion and uproar on the bank. One 
who was present writes ; 

1 Alio DcftiUtfly, Bwliday, ami Dncllcy, 
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M The mDim-nt 11 was observed many ot the gentlemen on shore 
(who perhaps never dreamt ol leaving the factory till everybody 
did) immediately jumped into such boats m were at the factory 
stairs and rowed to the ships* Among those who left the Factory 
in this unaccountable manner wrre Lhe Governor, Mr. Drake, Mr. 
Marketl, CapLiin-CotumandanL Minchen* and Captain Grave." 

Drake attributes his desertion tr j a momentary net of 
panic- It is admitted that he had freely exposed himself to 
danger when visiting the fortifications* But when the supreme 
test carm\ an evil conscience and love of life prevailed. For 
ASflukctt there is some excuse* He had the previous night 
left his wife on board the Doddalay, 11 dangerously ill hs she 
was, and returned to the Fort, though the strongest per- 
siifuriniis I am well informed, 31 says Hoi well, 44 were used to 
detain him on Board. 13 

The spirit of the soldiers swelled up high and fierce against 
the dastards who had deserted them. Nothing was heard 
for some time but execrations against the fugitives. No 
sooner, however, had the first burst of rage at their cowardice 
spent itself than the garrison, 41 one and all/” called Upon Mr. 
Hoi well to assume the command, A Council was hastily 
summoned, and the senior member of Council on shore was 
told that the garrison had elected Mr* Hoi well their governor- 
On assuming the chief civil and military command Ilolwell 
exercised his authority with resolution* He locked the western 
gate in order to prevent further desertion. The whole force 
which he could muster in defence of the fort, including the 
militia, amounted only to IfiO men, but lie might he able to 
hold it until the ships could be made use of* They lay a 
mile distant. “ Signals wore throw n out from every part of 
the fort for the ships to come up again to their stations* But 
there never was a single effort made to send a boat or vessel 
to bring off any part of the garrison,” 

Meanwhile the enemy pressed on their attack with 
great vigour. From the church they galled the garrison in 
a terrible manner,. and killed and wounded a prodigious 
number. 
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“ In order lo prevent this havoc ns much as possible,, we got 
up u quantity cil broaLklotii in billcs* with which we nindf traverses 
o,1ong the curtains and bastions ; wo fixed up likewise some hides 
®t cotton against the parapeU (which were very thin tinti of brick¬ 
work only) to resist Lhe caimon-hattip and did iverything In our 
power Lo baffle their attempts/ 1 

But by iui expedient could they hold cut modi longer- In 
the heat of the tight a gleam of hope appeared. The Fritter 
George (a Company’s* ship employed in the country) had been 
ordered tip to Perrin’s to assist that redoubt, and when the 
garrison had been withdrawn from it the Prince George' was 
directed to fall down to her station opposite the south-eastern 
bastion of the fort. About noon her sails were seen. Two 
of the garrison were immediately sent on board with positive 
instructions Lo the commander to bring his ship us near the 
fort as he could. As she bore down with the sails set nil were 
filled with the expectation of a safe retreat that night. But 
it was otherwise determined by Providence; ior by some 
strange fatality the Prince George run aground a little above 
the factory (owing to the Pilot’s misconduct, who lost his 
presence of mind) and was never got off, 1 ' DeuLh now stared 
them in the face. 

The enemy suspended their attack as usual, when it grew 
dark, says Cooke, 

** but the night was net less dreadful on that account; the Com¬ 
pany's House, Mr. Cruttenden’s, Mr. Nixon’s. Doctor Knox’s, and 
Lhe marine yards wen; now in fltunes* n-nd exhibited a speetucJte of 
unspeakable horror. We were surrounded on all sides by the Nabob’* 
forces, which marie a retreat by laud impracticable ; and we had 
nut even the shadow of a prospect to effect a retreat by water, after 
the Prince George run aground." 

On the Sunday morning, June 23. the besiegers renewed 
their cannonade, and pushed the siege with much more warmth 
and vigour than ever they had done. About eight o'clock 
they attempted to break into the fort by means of some win¬ 
dows in the eastern curtain which the besieged had neglected 
to brick up. Every' man rushed to the spot, and there was 
still fighting to keep them out. At this moment an alarm 
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w&s fiprmd that the enemy were sealing the north west bastion, 
and to defend it a stubborn conflict ensued* For above an 
hour the hottest fire ik tJmt we had yet seen ” continued on 
both sides* ' T The besiegers at length gave over their efforts, 
and retired with great loss * but they continued to cannonade 
very briskly from the batteries, and with their wall-pieces and 
mmquetry did us infinite mischief, 11 About fifty Europeans 
perished on the bastion. 

Early in the morning Ho I well* ** to quiet the minds of 
everybody as much as lies in my power/* Imd a letter written 
by Qmidland to Manikehand. the Governor of llugli, who 
commanded a considerable body of the enemy's troops, re¬ 
questing him to “ use his influence with the Suba to order 
his Troop to cease Hostilities; that We were ready to obey 
His commands, and persisted only in defending the Fort in 
preservation of our Lives and Honours/* An Armenian 
undertook to carry the letter to Mniiikchandp and was suffered 
to pass;. About noon the enemy, after their mortifying re* 
pulse, ceased to fire. For two hours not one of them was 
to be seen* Men began to hope that Qmicliund T s letter had 
reached Suraj ah Dowla, and had produced the desired effect. 
But no answer ever came* At two o'clock the enemy appeared 
again, hut they did not resume their attack with any vigour* 
'About four afternoon word was brought me/ ? says IIolwell, 
“ that some of the enemy was advancing with a Flagg in 
his Haiid p and called us to pease firing, and that We should 
have quarter if We surrendered: this was judged a favour¬ 
able juncture to answer it with a Flagg of Truce/ # Accord- 
ingly I {(dwell repaired with the flag to the original south¬ 
eastern bastion, where Captain Buchanan was posted, and 
ordered firing to cease* 

I bad a litter prepared with me addressed lo Roy Doolub, Hie 
General of the Forces, Importing an overture to cease liosUlHies 
(mill the Suba could lie wrote to and His pleasure known. This 
Letter I threw over the Ramparts and Hoisted tins Flagg of Truce 
on the Bastion, Thu Letter was taken up Ly the Person who advanced 
with the Flagg, who retired with It. Soon after multitudes of I he 
Enemy come out of their hi ding-Places round a a and Flocked under 
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tin* Walts ; a short Parlry ensued. 1 demanded a Truce to Hostilities 
untlll the Suba's pleasure could be kiinwn. To which I was answertd 
by one of Ills olllcers Irani he low Lhril the Suha tvss there, and His 
pleasure was that we should have quarter, 1 was goLnjr to reply 
when ul that Instant Mr. William Bailllc, standing near me, was 
s,tightlv wounded by a Muskett-hail from the enemy on the side 
of the Head, ami Word was brought to me that they were attempting 
to force the South-West Barrier and were cutting at Hie Eastern 
Gate.” 

The enemy hud treacherously made use of Lhe truce not 
only to crowd in multitudes under the walls, hut with ladders 
ami bamboos they scaled the north-west bastion and the 
wall to the southward, which was* low. The gallant illagg 
defended the bastion till he and his men were cut to pieces. 
*' Many were slain on the walls: all who wore red coats without 
mercy.” As soon as it was known that the enemy had driven 
the besieged from the walls, “ n Dutchman of the Artillery 
Company,” says Cooke* ** broke open the back door of the 
factory, and with many others attempted to escape.” Hol- 
wetl, on hearing that the western gate ivas forced by our own 
people, and betrayed, instantly sent Ensign Walcott with 
orders to see if there was no possibdity of securing it again, 
” He returned and told me it was impossible, for the Locks 
ami Bolts were forced off.” Hoi well now saw that the court¬ 
yard below was thronged with the enemy, who bad entered 
liy the open gate. Til inking 41 that further opposition would 
not only be fruitless, but might be attended with had eon se¬ 
quences to the garrison,” he and Captain Buchanan 41 delivered 
Ufi their swords to a Jenunnutdar (native officer) that had 
scaled tin- walls and seemed to art with some authority among 
the Moors." The few troops who had survived surrendered 
priori it Ufa of we ir. 

So ended the siege of Calcutta. For three days a feu- 
soldiers and a motley gathering of civilians held a range of 
fragile buildings, encircled by a mouldering wall, against an 
army furnished with guns and Europeans trained to use them, 
and a vast host of armed men inspired by hatred and fanati¬ 
cism. It ended in disaster, Imt the men who did the fighting 
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showed at the siege of Calcutta English courage at its very 
best. 

Immed iately after the few troops who bad survived the 
siege of Calcutta hud surrendered prisoners of war, the Com¬ 
pany's factory was filled with the enemy, who began to plunder it. 

" were rilkd of our watches, buckles, buttons, Ac.,' 1 says 
Cooke, " but no further violence a tiered to our person. The Bales 
of broad cluLh, chests of coral, Plate and Treasure laying In the apart¬ 
ments of the gentlemen who resided In the factory were broke open, 
and the enemy were wholly taken up in plundering till the Subtil) 
entered the Fort, which was a little after five in the afternoon carried 
ill a kind of Litter ; Ills younger brother accompanied him in another, 
burajah Dufftah seemed astonished to tlnd so small a garrison, and 
Immediately enquired for Mr. Drake, with whom he appeared much 
Incensed." 

But Mr. Drake, fearing with good reason the vengeance 
id Surajab Dowla, was at the time sailing down the Hugli. 
Or me, in bis .Narrative of the Loss of Calcutta, composed at 
Madras, 1750,” says: 

, " The Na P ob entew ‘ l the in Die afternoon pnd admired the 
budding, adding that Lite English must be fools to oblige him to 
drive them out of so fine a city. He ordered Mr. HolweD, who bad 
ln-i-n put In Irons, to be freed from them, and that the English in 
general wlm were become Ids prisoners should be Lrented with 
humanity," 

Cooke states that HoJwell was brought before the N a wall 
“ with Ins hands bound, and upon complaining of that usage 
the Nabob gave orders for loosing Ins hands, and assured him. 
Upon the faith of a soldier, that not u hair of our heads should 
be touched. Cooke’s statement is confirmed by IJohvdJ, 
w’ho writes : 

* Tll * ? Slll]a and bis troops were la possession of the fort before 
six In the evening, I had in till three interviews with him: the 
last in durbar before seven, when he repeated his assurances to me, 
on the word of a soldier, that no harm should come to us; and 1 believe 
ins orders were only general, that we should for that night he secured." 

After mentioning the promises of Surujuli Dowla that 
the prisoners should not be molested, Cooke adds t " The 
Nawab then held u kind of durbar in the open area, sitting 
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in his titter, where Kissendas (who had been kept a prisoner 
by m during the siege) was sent for and publicly presented 
with a sitrpazc or honorary dress / 1 Orme, in Ids history* 
also mentions the important fact that the K&wab “ imme¬ 
diately ordered Omiehund and Kissendas to be brought before 
him, and received them with civility/* Drake in his 4t Xarra- 
live of the Succession of Surujah Dowla and of the Siege of 
Calcutta!, 11 mentions that " Mr. Holwdl was conducted to 
him with his hands bound. Omiehund and Kissendas were 
released and permitted to pay their respects to the Xawnb, 
and it is reported that the former's houses were, during the 
siege, guarded and protected by the enemy's force from 
plunder/ 1 Or me further relates that Sura j ah Dowla 

al having bid some officers go and lake possession til Eln* Company V 
treasury, he proceeded to the principal apartment of the factory* 
where he sat in state and received the compliments of his Court and 
Attendants in magnificent expressions of his prowess and good for¬ 
tune, £0011 after he sent for Mr. Hoi well, to whom he expressed 
much resentment at the presumption oi the English in during lo 
defend the fort, and much dissatisfaction at the smallness of LLie stnu 
found la the Treasury, which did not exceed 50,000 rupees. Mr, 
Hoi Well hud two other conferences with him on the subject before 
seven n'eliH&t when the Nabob dismissed him with repeated assur¬ 
ances, on I he word of a soldior T tbat he should suffer no harm/ 1 

The reception of Kissendu.s and Omiehund with honour 
by Suraj&h Dowla tends to confirm Lhc suspicion felt at the 
time that the true nature of the visit of Kissendas to Calcutta 
was to embroil the English with Alivardi Khan, and it clearly 
proves that they must have rendered him a signal secret 
service. The N&w&b, says John Cooke, after ordering the 
Armenians and Portuguese to he set at liberty, between six 
and seven left the fort, and Manikrhnud, the taovernor of 
Hugh, was put in charge of it. After the departure of the 
Nnwab his troops searched every jmrt of the factory to pre¬ 
vent treachery, 41 and in the dusk of the evening the Mussal- 
men sang a thanksgiving to Allah for the success they had 
met with/ 1 Hitherto the prisoners had fared extremely well, 
us Cooke states, * + and had been left unmolested in person 
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so long ” that they even entertained hopes “ not only of getting 
our liberty/" but of being suffered to re-establish their affairs 
and carry on their business upon tlie terms the Navvab had 
indicated when he captured Cossimbazar on his way to Cal¬ 
cutta, tl But these hopes and expectations were very soon 
changed Into as great a reverse as human creatures ever felt/’ 
When Hoi well returned to his unfortunate companions, dark¬ 
ness had begun swiftly to fall, and they were ordered by their 
guard to collect in one body and sit down quietly under the 
arched veranda or piazza ” to the south cf the eastern or 
main gateway. The piazza was of arched masonry, and 
along the inner pillars ran a small parapet wall, farming with 
the curtain (or outer wall) of the fort a Jong chamber known 
as “ the barracks/* A wooden platform for the soldiers to 
sleep on was fastened along the curtain wall, but owing to 
the pillars being low, in order to protect the soldiers from 
the sun and rain, little light or air entered the barracks 
from the parade which it faced. Standing on the parade 
and looking towards the east, on the right of the inner gate, 
one saw the court of guard, and adj*Fining it the low, narrow 
barracks stretching to the south-eastern bastion, and in front 
of them the piazza, with its double row of arches* A small 
portion oi the barracks abutting this bastion had been con* 
verted into a cell where our soldiers/ 1 says Cooke, =£ were 
usually confined in the stocks.' 3 And it had been always 
called by them * k the Black Hole/* James Mill, the historian,, 
who never wearies of fouling the fair fume of his country¬ 
men, writes : 

++ The atrocities of English imprisonment at home, nut then ex¬ 
posed la detestation by the labour of Howard, too naturally recon¬ 
ciled Englishmen abroad to the use of dungeons—of Blaek Holes. 
What had they to do with a black hole ? Hail no bind: hate existed 
(as none ought to exist anywhere, least of all In the sultry and un¬ 
wholesome climate of Bengal), those who perished in the Black Hole 
of Calcutta would have experienced a different fate." 

The Black Hole was not a dungeon. It was an ordinary 
cell, to be found in every garrison* where two or three drunken 
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soldiers could lie confined till they recovered their carouse. 1 
Cooke states it was ’ l about 18 feet long and 11 wide, with 
only two holes, barricaded with iron bars, to let in air, which, 
opened into a low piazza.” Holwell describes it as “ a cube 
oi 1 about eighteen feet, shut up to the eastward and south¬ 
ward by dead walis, and by a wall and door to the north, 
open only to the westward by two windows.” .Besides the 
guard at the barracks, 

“ another was placet! at Llie fool oi Hie stairs nl the south end of 
tills veranda, leading into the souLh-east bastion, to prevent any ot 
u*. (‘Stalling that way. On the parade (wliere you will remember 
the two twenty-four pounders stood) were also drawn up in a line 
four or five hundred gun-men with lighted matches.” 

As the prisoners sat under the arches of the veranda they 
saw a red glare in the sky. Various were the conjectures 
at its appearance. Then flames were seen dancing up in the 
dark night, and the sinister crackling of fire was heard. The 
factory was burning to the right and left of them — Ll to the 
righL tiie .Armoury and Laboratory, to the left the Carpenter's 
yard ” : and ** as the fire advanced with rapidity on both 
isides, it was the prevailing opinion that they intended suffo¬ 
cating us between two Arcs.” The fearful meaning seemed 
to be confirmed by the appearance or some officers and men 
with lighted torches in their hands, who went into all the 
apartments under the easterly curtains to the right of the 
miserable assembly. They intended to fire them, to eairy 
out more swiftly and certainly their dark resolve, ” On this 
we presently came to a resolution of rushing on the guard, 
seizing their sejmetars, and attacking the troops upon the 
parade rather than be thus tamely roasted to death/’ At 
the request of some of his companions Holwell advanced 
to see if they were really setting fire to the apartments, arid 
discovered that their worst fears were not well founded. They 
were only searching for a place in which to confine the pri¬ 
soners. At this moment the brave Holwell had au opportunity 

I The Brick Hub' wjs the of/itial designs! ion down to 1SC3. when ll was 
InnanUy abolished. Vi* Army Ord- and Hetf., ISCS. 
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to escape, and there occurred an act of genuine chivalry which 
places the name of Leach, the Company’s smith, and clerk 
of the parish, high in the splendid calendar of England's 
heroes. To him Holu-ell had in many instance been a friend. 

This man hud made his escape when the Moors entered the 
fort, and returned just as It was dark, to tell me he had provided 
a heat, and would ensure my escape, if I would follow him Ihrough 
a passage few were acquainted with, and by which he had ehLered. 
lThis might easily have been accomplished, as the guard put over 
us took hut slight notlco of us.) I (hanked him In the best terms I 
wtjs able ; but toid him il was a step I could not prevail on myself 
to take, as I should thereby very 111 repay the attachment the gentle¬ 
men and lhe garrison hud shown me ; and that [ was resolved to 
share their fate, bi; it what it would ; but pressed Jilin lo secure his 
own escape without loss of time, to which he gallantly replied, that 
■ Lhen he was resolved to share mine, and would not leave me,' ” 

Hohvelt liad .scarce time to answer Leach when he saw part 
of the guard drawn up on the parade advance towards them. 
They were accompanied by the officers who had been viewing 
the room, and ** they ordered os all to rise and go into the 
barracks to the left of the court of guard.” The prisoners 
went more readily, as they were pleased “ with the prospect 
of passing a comfortable night on the platform." Short¬ 
lived was their joy, No sootier hail they entered the barracks 
than the guard advanced " to the inner arches and parapet 
wall ’’ and ordered them to go into the Black Hole, A body 
of men with clubs and drawn scimitars from the court of 
guard enforced the command by pressing upon them. 

“ st roke was so sudden, so unexpected, and the throng and 

pressure so great upon us next the door of the Black Hole prison, 
that there was no resisting It ; but like one agitated wave impelling 
another, we were obliged to give way and enter; the rest followed 
likt ^ torrent, ftw amongst us, the soldiers txccpteil p having the 
I* ast Idea of the dimensions or nature of a place we had never seen 1 
for if we had, we should at nil events have rushed upon the guard 
and been, as the lesser evil, Ly our own choice cut to pieces.” 

The door was immediately locked. It was eight o’clock 
** on a clo ' e sultr v night in Bengal." “ The number of souls,” 
says Cooke, " thrust into this dungeon were near 150. Among 
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which was one woman : and twelve of the wounded officers/ 1 1 
The instant the miserable survivors of the siege cast their 
eyes round and saw the size and situation of the room* they 
knew that they had escaped the shot and the sword only 
to perish by a more cruel death—suffocation- “ Many un¬ 
successful attempts were made to force the door; for having 
nothing but our hands to work with* and the door opening 
forward, all endeavours were vain and fruitless." The 
baffled victims began to rave and uLLer curses. Hoi well 
commanded silence g and speaking to them 

" Ln the most pathetic and moving trims which Wfeurred, I begged 
and intreakfi, that as they had paid a ready obedience tn me in 
the day, Lhey would now for their own sakes, and Tor the sake* of 
those who wire dear to them, arid were interested in the preservation 
of their lives, regard Lhe advice 1 had to give them. I assured them* 
the return of day would give us air and liberty ; urged to them Ibat 
lhe only chance wc had iefl for sustaining this misfortune, and sur¬ 
viving the night, was the preserving a calm mind and quiet resigna¬ 
tion to our fate ; intreating them lo curb, as much as possible, every 
agitation of mind and body, as raving and giving a loose to their 
passions could answer no purpose, but that of hastening their 
destruction/ 1 

The ferment subsided* Hohvell, who had been amongst 
the first to enter the cell, had got possession of the window 
nearest the door* “ and took Messrs. Coles and Scot into the 
window with me, they being both wounded (the first, I believe, 
mortally)/ 1 Amongst the guards posted at the window Hol- 
well observed an old native officer “ who seemed to carry 
some compassion for us in his countenance/ 5 He called him 
and begged him to get the prisoners separated into two cham¬ 
bers- For this service he promised him a thousand rupees 
in the morning* In a few minutes he returned and said it 
wiki impossible* “ I then thought I had been deficient in 
my offer, and promised him two thousand* He withdrew a 

t EloIweU states the number to be " a hundred and forty -533 wretches r*- 
hnusEed by constant falii_|u l- llhiI uclluh. 1 ' Citpluln Grant wrlLra: n Prisoners 
in the number oi about 21X) Europeans, Fbrtu@uf*a, and ArmcnLuis wen: ut 
night shut up in yc Black Hole.” Captain Janies Mill elates: " But most of 
those wbc 1 remained in tile I&rl were pul In the Black Hole, to the number 
ut 144 men * women* and children," 
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second time, but returned soon, and (with, I believe, much 
real pity and concern) told me it was not practicable : that 
it could not be done but by the Suba f s orders, atui no one 
dared awake him. 1 Rv “ Suba the man ou duty must have 
meant the Governor, i'or Surajuh Dowla, according to Cooke, 
had left the fort. 

The heat and stench rapidly grew intolerable. Everyone 
fell into a profuse perspiration. “ This consequent ly brought 
nn a raging thirst, which still increased in proportion as the 
body was drained of its moisture.” Various expedients were 
thought of to give more room and air. It was moved Lo 
put off their clothes. In a few' minutes every man was stripped 
except Hoi well, “ Mr. Court, and the two wounded young 
gentlemen by me.” Every hat was put in motion. Then it 
was proposed that all should sit down on their hams, 

" they were truly in the situation of drowning wretches, no 
wonder they caught at everything thaL tinrs a Jlatturlng appearance 
of saving them. This expedient was several Limes put in' practice, 
aiul at each Lime many of the poor creatures whose natural strength 
Was less Lhan ntbi ns, or had been more exhausted, ami could not 
Immediately recover their legs, as others did, when the word wa:, 
given to rise, fell Lo rise no more ; for Lhey were imlanllv trod 
to death or suffocated. When the whale body sal down* tin v 
were so closely wedged Logelhcr. that they were obliged to use 
many efforts before they could put themselves in motion to get 
up again/* 

Berure an hour passed away every man's thirst grew' in¬ 
tolerable and respiration difficult Another attempt was made 
to force the door, but in vain. Then the captives heaped 
insults on the guard, to provoke them to fire on them, Kindly 
doalh relieved some of them. Some went mad. “ Water ! 
Water 1 ” became the general cry. The old native officer’ 

taking pity on them, ordered some to he brought_■-* little 

dreaming, I believe,” says Ilolwell, “of its fatal effects." 
The water appeared. There was, however, no means of con¬ 
veying it into the prison " but by hats forced through the 
bar.” HoJwell. Coles, and Scot at the window brought it 
in as quickly as possible. But 
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though W(? brought lull hats vvilhln Ihc bars, then? ensued such 
violent struggles and frequent contests to get at it that before it 
reached the lips of any one there would be scarcely a small leai-ypful 
left in them. These supplies, like sprinkling water on fire, only 
served to feed and raise the flame/ 1 

Those sit the hack of the cell cried and raved and implored, 
calling on me by the tender eousirle rat ions of friendship 
and affection/" Several quitted the other window* the 
only chance they had for life/ 1 to force their way to the water. 
Si The strength and force upon the window grew greater and 
greater. Many forcing their passage from the further part 
of the room, pressed down those in their way who had less 
strength, and trampled them to death.' 7 Holwdfs friend 
Bad lie and several others lav dead at his feet, 

11 and were now trampled upon by every corporal dr common soldier* 
who* by the help of more robust constitutions* Sind forced their way 
to the'window, and held fast by the bars over me. till at last 1 
became so pressed and wedged up, I was deprived of all motion." 

Hoi well begged them, as the last instance of their regard/ 
that they would relax their pressure and allow him to leave 
the window or to die in quiet. 

*■ They gave way, and with much difficulty I forced a passage 
into the centre of the prison, where Lhr throng was less by the many 
dead (then* I believe, amounting lo one-third? and the number who 
flocked to the windows ■ for by this Lime they had water also at the 
other window/' 

He strode over the dead bodies to the platform, and sea Led 
himself opposite the second window. 

fl Here my pour friend Mr. Eyre came staggering ever the dead 
to me, and, with his usual coolness and good-nature, asked me how 
I did ; but fell and expired before l had time lo make him a reply." 

But Hoi well 1 s thirst and the difficulty of breathing greatly 
increasing, he determined to push his w T ay to the window- 
opposite him, 

- and by an effort of double the strength 1 ever before possessed, 
gained Hie third rank of it, with one band seized a bar* and by that 
means gained a second, though 3 think there were at least six or 
seven I'Euiki. between me and the window/* 
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The difficulty nf breathing ceased, but the thirst grew 
intolerable. He called aloud for “ Water, for Gad'* stake!" 
They thought he was among the dead. But as soon as they 
heard his voice these poor creatures, who had fought for every 
drop of water, “ had still the respect and tenderness for me 
to cry out, * Give him water ! Give him water ! ' ” And never 
did Englishmen bear themselves more nobly than this! ‘ Nor 
would one of those at the window attempt to touch it till I 
had drunk,'* The water, however, afforded Hoi we IT no relief. 
It only increased his thirst, 

“ So 1 determined lo drink no more, but patiently wait the event ; 
and kept my mouth moist from lime to time hy sucking th. per¬ 
spiration of! my shirt-sleeves, and catching the drops as th> y fell 
like heavy rain from my head and face : you can hardly Imagine 
how unhappy 1 was if any ol them escaped my mouth. 1 ' 

Then was brought about am incident with a touch of grim 
humour. 

" Whilst I was at this second window 1 was observed hy one of 
my miserable companions on the right of me, in the expedient of 
allaying my thirst by sucking my shirt-sleeves. He took the hint 
and robbed me from time to lime of a considerable part of my store ; 
thougii after I detected him. [ had ever the address to begin on that 
sieevc first, when f thought my reservoirs were sufficiently replenished; 
and our mouths and noses often met in the contest. The plunderer 
I found afterwards was a worthy young gentleman in the service, 
tfr. Lushliigton, one nf the few who escaped from death, and has 
since paid me the compliment of assuring tile he believed he owed 
his life to the many comfortable draughts he had from the sleeves/' 

Before he hit upon this expedient Holwell, in an ungovern¬ 
able fiL of thirst, had adopted a more horrible one, 14 but it 
w#s intensely bitter there was no enduring « second taste, 
whereas no Bristol water eunld be more soft or pleasant than 
what arose- from perspiration.” 

It was now half-past eleven, A large number of the poor 
wretches living were wild with delirium ; some were beyond 
all control. “ Few retained any calmness but the ranks next 
the windows.” “ Air ! Air 1 !T was the general cry. Fresh 
torrents of abuse were poured on the guard. Every foul 
epithet was applied to their sovereign to rouse them to fire 
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'—“ every man that could, rushing tumultuously towards the 
windows with eager hopes of meeting the first shot.'’ Then 
there arose a general prayer to Heaven that the flames would 
consume them. “ But these failing, they whose strength and 
spirits were quite exhausted, laid themselves down and expired 
quietly upon thdr fellows.’’ Those who had any energy 
left made & last effort to reach the windows. A fen' succeeded 
in scrambling over the backs and heads of those in the first 
ranks and got hold of the bars, from which there was no re¬ 
moving them. Many sank beneath the pressure and were 
suffocated. Holwell sustained the weight 

“ of a heavy man with Ids knees in ray bark and Hie pressure of his 
whole body on my head. A Dutch seijeant. who had taken his 
seat upon my left shoulder, and a Topaz (a black Christian soldier) 
hearing on my right; al] width nothing could have enabled me long 
to support, hut the props and pressure equally sustaining me all 
around. The two latter l frequently dislodged, by shifting my hold 
on the bars, and driving my knuckles Into iheir ribs ; but my friend 
above stuck fast, and as he held by two bars, was Immovable." 

An hour slowly crept away. Then, seeing no hope of 
relief, Holwell thought it better to “ leave God and die." He 
remembered he had a small clasp penknife in his pocket. 
He determined to open his arteries, iL 1 had got it out when 
Heaven interposed, and restored me fresh spirits and resolu¬ 
tion, with an net of abhorrence of the act of cowardice I was 
just going to commit." It was now two o'clock. And Hoi- 
well was quite exhausted in vainly attempting to shake off 
the human load. He must quit the window or sink where 
lie was. He determined to quit the window and meet death 
calmly. 

" In the ranks behind was an officer of one of the ships, whose 
ruimt was Carey, wlio had behaved with much bravery during the 
siege this wile, a fine woman, though country born, would not quit 
him, but accompanied him into the prison, and was ore who survived). 
This poor wretch had been long raving for water and air. T told 
him 1 was determined to give up life, ami recommended his gaining 
my station. On my quitting he made a fruitless attempt to get 
my place, but the Dutch sc-rjennt who sat nn my shoulder supplanted 
him," 

V 


The Life of Lord Clive 


322 

Carey than ted Hoi well* and said that he, too t was pre¬ 
pared to give up life. With the utmost lal-our they forced 
their way from the window* Then the brave sailor laid him¬ 
self down to die. t= And Ills death. I believe, was ^ : ry sudden ; 
for he was a shorty full* sanguine man. His strength was 
great ; and I imagine, had he not retired with me, 1 should 
never have been able to have found my way,” Hoi well, find¬ 
ing a stupor coming on, also laid himself down by that gallant 
old man the Reverend Mr. Jervas Bellamy, who lay dead with 
Iris son the lieutenant hand in hand near the southernmost 
wall of the prison." He had lain there some little time when 
athwart Ids delirious brain there came the dread that lie should 
be trampled upon when dead, “ as I myself had done to others. 111 
With a supreme effort he raised himself, and gained the plaL- 
forni a second time, when he soon became senseless. " L The 
last trace of sensibility that I have been able to recollect, 
after my lying down,, was my sash being uneasy about my 
waist, which i untied and threw j'rom me.” 

Three more hours wore away in miserj, Wlien the dawn 
came the miserable wretches at the windows again implored 
the guard to release them. But they asked in vain. Then 
it occurred to one of them to make a search for Hoi well, as 
he might have sufficient influence to obtain their removal 
from the cell. After a search they discovered him by his 
shirt under the dead upon the platform. Seeing some signs 
of life, they carried him to the window'* 

Ji But as life was equally dear to every man laud the stench arising 
from the dead bodies was grown intolerable), no one would give up 
Ids station near the window, su they wire ubligcd to curry me back 
again. But soon Captain Mills mow captain of the Company's yacht}, 
who was in possession of a seal In the window; bail 1 lie- liumanHy 
to offer to resign it> I was again brought by the same gentleman 
and placed in the window.*' 

Shortly after there came a gleam of hope, A native officer 
sent by Surajah Dowia arrived. The Naw&b had heard of 
the havoc death had made among the prisoners, and he had 
dispatched him to inquire if the chief was alive. 
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" 'Hicy showed me to him ; told him I had nppenrarux of life 
remaining, and believed I might recover if the door was opened very 
f>oon + This answer being returned to tjie 5ubii p an order came imme¬ 
diately lor our release, Ll being then near six in the morning/ 1 

The door was thrown open, but it was some time before 
the survivor* could leave that small cell* 

\'he IHtlo strength remaining amongst the most robust who 
survived, made it a difficult ta&k to remove the do ad piled up against 
the door t so that t believe it was more than twenty before 

we obtained a passage out fur one at a time/* 

About twenty-three came out alive. The rest, one hundred 
and twenty-three persons, “mostly gentlemen and men of 
hopes. " perished through suffocation, 

HolweU, on reaching the open, air, found himself “ in a 
high putrid fever,” and not being able to stand, threw him¬ 
self on lhe grass wet with the rain of the monsoon, without 
Hie veranda. A message reached him that lie must imme¬ 
diately go to the Suhali. Supported under each arm bv a 
stalwart sepoy, he limped along, till he came into the Nawab’s 
presence, Surajah Dowla, seeing his condition, ordered a 
large folio volume, which lay on a heap of plunder, to be 
brought for him to sit on. “ I endeavoured two or three times 
to speak, but my tongue was dry and without motion. He 
ordered me water. As soon ns 1 got speech I began to recount 
the dismal catastrophe of my miserable companions,” Oriue, 
in his Narrative, written in 175G, states that Hoi well 

" complained loudly Ln the Nabob ot the inhuman barbarities which 
had been InfficLEd on his country men the preceding night, anil added 
that it was inconsistent with the character of a soldier, as the Nabob 
was, to see him, a soldier loo, in irons for no other cause than having 
done his duty. The Nabob disavowed any knowledge ol th> horrors 
of the preceding night, and seemed, as much as a man natural !y cruel 
ronliL lie, a fleeted with what had passed.” 

Hoi well, however, affirms that Surajah Dowla stopped 
him short with telling him he was well informed uf great 
treasure being buried nr secreted in the fort, and that 
Hoi well was privy to it, and that if he expected favour he 
must discover it. 
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+* T urged everything I could to convince him there no truth 
in the Information ; or that if anything hud hero done, It was with¬ 
out my knowledge. I reminded him of his repeated assurances to 
me the day hr fore ; but he resumed the subject of the treasure, and 
all I said seemed to gain no err-rid with him. I was ordered prisoner 
under Mhir Mutldm, General cl the Household troops/' 

Hoi well proceeds to relate that he was taken to the eamp 
of the general^ quarters 

11 within the outward ditch somelhing shorL of Omychund's garden 
(which you know h about three miles from the fort), and with me 
Messieurs Court. Galoot* and Burdel. The rest who survived the 
fatal night gained their liberty, except Mrs. Earcy, who was (on 
young and handsome. The dead bodies were promiscuously thrown 
into tlie ditch of our unfinished ravelin p and covered with the earth." 

The majority of the survivors at once left the fort and 
proceeded towards the ships, “which were still in sight; hut 
when 

" they reached Govindpare. in the southern part of the Company's 
bounds, they were informed that guards were stationed to prevent 
any persons from passing to tlic vessels* on which most of them 
took shelter In deserted huts, where some of the natives, who had 
ser%vd the English In di fie rent employments, Came and administered 
to their Immediate wants. Two or three! however, ventured, and 
got to the vessels before sunset." 

And so it was a hundred years later, in the dark days of 
the Mutiny* Many a native who had served the English 
eame at the risk of his life and administered to the wants of 
his old master. William Lindsay states that 

ia Cooke Mil Lushlngton set out and arrived on board of Hie ships 
the HEime night. we then laying shove Bugger Bug gee - ^Ve had a 
very warm Eire upon us as we passed Tams a" $ fort, and several of 
the ships received damage as they passed Buggcc Bugger/' 

Hohvell ei ud Ids three companions were conveyed in a 
bullock cart to the eamp, “and soon loaded with fetters/ 1 
They w p crc stowed all four m a sepoy's small tent. All night 
it rained severely. 

afc Dismal as this was. It appeared a paradise compared with our 
lodging the preceding night. litre I become covered from head 
to fool wiLh large painful bulls, the firtl symptom of my recovery, 
for unlit these appeared my fever did noL leave me.” 
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The following morn jug, June 22, they were marched to 
the town in their fetters under the scorching beams of an 
intensely hoi sun. L| and lodged at the Doekhead in the open 
small veranda fronting the river/ 1 u Here the other gentle¬ 
men broke out likewise in boils all over their bodies (a happy 
circumstance which, as I afterwards learned, attended every 
one who came out of the Elaek Hole)/ 1 On the afternoon of 
tile 24th they were pot on board a large boat to carry them 
to Murshidabad* 

" Our bedstead ami bedding were a platform of loose unequal 
bamboos laid on the boltom timbers ; so that when they had been 
negligent in baling, m frequently waked with half of us In the water. 
We had hardly any eloatbs to our bodies, and nothing but a bit of 
mat, and a hit or two of old gunny-bag, which we begged at the 
Dotk-head [o defend us from the sun, rain r and dews. Our food 
only rice p and the water alongside, which you know h neither very 
clean nor very palatable in tho rains ; but there was enough of it 
without scrambling ’* 

On reaching the fort ut Hugh, Hoi well wrote a letter 
to the native governor ("by means of a pencil and blank 
leaf of a volume of Archbishop Tillotson's Sermons given us 
by one of our guard* part of his plunder’*} informing him of 
their miserable plight. The governor “ had the humanity 1 
to send three several boats “ with fresh provisions, liquor, 
cloaks, anrl money ” after them, none of which reached them, 

If But whatever is* is right ! Our rice and water were mure 
salutary and proper for us/ 1 The river grew too shallow for 
the large boat, arid on the last day of June they were trans¬ 
ferred to a small open fishing craft with two of their guard. 

" Here we bad a bed of bamboos, something softer, f think* than 
those of ttsu great boat ; that ls + they were something smoother* 
but we wore so distressed for room that we could not stir without 
our fetters bruising our own or one another's boils." 

The monsoon having burst* they were closed to one 
regular succession of heavy rain or intense sunshine with 
nothing ta protect them, 

ai But then don’t let me forget our blessings, for by tbe good¬ 
nature of om* Ql our guard, Sbcfke Bodul p we saw and then latterly 
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gat a few plantains, uniting parched rice ’Pith Taggree (Molasses), 
and the hitter green railed Carella ^ alJ of wlilcb were to u* tuxUriflUEi 
indulgences, and made the rice go clown deliciously 

On the morning of July 7 they came in sight of the French 
factory at Cossimbazar. HolweJI persuaded the friendly 
guard to put in there, and sent a letter to Mr. Law, the chief, 
who came down to the riverside to see them, 

Jj He gave the Sticikr a genteel present for his civilities, and 
offered him a considerable reward and security* if ht would permit 
us to land for an hour's refreshment ; hut he repLEcd, Ills head would 
pay for the indulgence. After Mr, Law had given us a supply of 
deaths, linen, provisions and liquors, and cash, we left his factory 
with grateful hearts and compliments.” 

About four that afternoon they landed at Murshidabad, 
and were led like felons through the streets, “ a spectacle 
to the inhabitants of this populous city/* to an open stable 
not far from the Xawab’s palace. Here they were kept in 
dose confinement* Two days later Sursjah Dowlu returned 
to his capital, and the prisoners were removed to an open 
bungalow belonging to a native officer, tiaudit Singh, who 
had commanded their guard when they left Calcutta, They 
were treated with much kindness and respect by him, h ” who 
generally passed some time or other of the day with us, and 
feasted us with hopes of soon being released,On July 15 
the prisoners were taken to the Nawab's palace in the city 
in order to have an interview with him “ and know our fate, 1 ' 
But Su rajah Dowd a could not see them that day, and they 
were marched to their former lodgings, (4 the stables, to be at 
hand, and had the mortification of passing another night 
there .** Next morning a female attendant on the Dowager 
Princess (grandmother to Surajah Dow!a) visited their chief 
custodian and had a long talk with him. Overhearing a part 
of the conversation! and finding it was favourable to them* 
the prisoners elicited from their friendly jailor the whole 
story. At a feast the pn ceding night the Begum hud solicited 
their liberty, and the Subah had promised he Would release 
them on the morrow. Great was their joy. But even yet 
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misfortune bud not tired of persecuting them. At noon their 
friend Bandu Singh, the native officer, told them that an 
order was prepared “ and ready to pass the seal M far sending 
them hack in irons to Mamkohand, the Governor of Calcutta, 
They gave up all hope of liberty. They knew they would 
never get alive nut of the hands “ of that rapacious harpy, 
who is a genuine Hindoo in the very worst acceptation of the 
word,” But men in this state of mind, says Holwdl, arc 
generally pretty easy; it is hope which gives anxiety. 41 We 
dined and laid ourselves down to sleep; and for my own 
part I never enjoyed a sounder afternoon’s nap.” Towards 
five the native officer awoke them with the news that the 
Nawab would presently pass by on his way to the palace* 
Rousing themselves, they lagged the guard to keep the view 
clear for them. “ When the Suba came in sight we made him 
the usual saJsuim ; and when he came abreast of us, he ordered 
his litter to stop, and us to be called to him/ 1 The wretched 
prisoners, laden with fetters, advanced, and Holwcli made 
a short speech, setting forth their sufferings, and petitioning 
for their liberty. 

** He gave na reply, but ordered a Sootapurdnr and Chubdura 
immediately to cut our irons olT p and to conduct ns wherever we 
chase to go T and to take can; we received no trouble nor insult i and 
having repeated lids order distinctly, directed his retinue to go on. 
M soon as our legs wre free we took boat and proceeded to the Tank- 
sad (the Dutch Mint near Murshcilabadj, where we were received 
and entertained with real joy and humanity/" 

So cuds Hot wolfs story. His talc of horror called forth 
the execrations of the civilised world, and even after the 
lapse of one hundred and fifty years it excites emotions which 
make it difficult to reason calmly. As the event, however, 
can never sink into insignificance or oblivion, it is proper that 
the eon temporary evidence should he subjected to a strict 
and fair scrutiny* in order to enable us to form an impartial 
opinion of the actors and their motives. It is almost a hope¬ 
less task to arrive at a final judgment as to the motives which 
have prompted actions. We can only discuss authentic 
testimonies William Lindsay states: “At first they used 
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the gentlemen very well, but some of the soldiers petting 
drunk, they were nU ordered into the Black Hole,” Accord- 
lag to Orme: “ The indiscretion of one or two drunken men 
served for a pretext to the Nabob's officers to commit the 
most despicable act of cruelty that lias fur many years, if 
ever, been the lot of British subjects." Stewart* in his “ His¬ 
tory of Bengal/* a work of considerable research, prints! in 
1S13 P however, writes: 

" The prisoners were at once ordered to draw up in the veranda, 
hut the officer commanding the guard, not thinking they would lie 
sufficiently secured lhere h inquired where was the prison ol the fori j 
and one of the chambers before mentioned, which was used as the 
Black Hole, to coniine disorderly soldiers, being pointed out to him, 
he, without examining the extent ol the apartment forced them 
all into UJ* 

This statement is. in a measure., supported by Hoi well, 
who mentions that few amongst the prisoners themselves 
had the least idea of the dimensions or nature of a place they 
had never seen; ami it is therefore highly probable that the 
native officer, who had entered the fort for the first time, bad 
no idea of the extent of the apartment. On the other hand, 
if the prisoners had been confined in the Black Hole merely 
by the order of a native officer, ** the old Jemmautdftar ” 
would not have told Hoi well, 14 with, I believe, much real 
pity and concern,” that the prisoners could nut be released 
1,4 by the Suba T s orders/* Stewart adds: 

" For the credit of human nature we would fsJn believe the asser- 
tions ol the native historians, who say the Nawab knew nothing of 
this trail sad ion ; and that the conduct of the ulllcer who confined 
them proceeded entirely Irum stupidity, and noL from malevolence 
and cruelty." 

The most favourable construction we can put upon their 
conduct is that the number of deaths was due to crass stupidity 
and physiological ignorance ; but the fact remains, as Hal- 
well states, “ that this scene of misery proved entertainment 
to the brutal wretches without/’ 

The rhetoric of Macaulay has created a widespread belief 
that the cruelty and baseness of Surajah Bowla was the main 
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eau.se of the tragedy, Macaulay describes him seated, “on 
the eve of the battle of Plassey, gloomily in his tent, haunted— 
as a Creek poet would have said—hy the lurks of those who 
had cursed him with their last breath in the Black Hole,” 
The evidence of the survivors, however, indicates that Surajab 
DnwJti was not answerable for the conhm inent of the prisoners 
in Use Black TTolc. Or me, no favciurable critic of Siirajali 
Dow!a, states that on entering the fort 1 he ordered Mr. Hot* 
well, who had been put in irons, to be freed from them, and 
tJial the English in general who were become his prisoners 
should he treated with humanity.” Holwell affirms: “ I 

believe his orders were only general—that we should for Hint 
night be secured. Cooke further slates r 11 Between six 
and seven Sura jab Do win left the fort, the charge whereof 
was given to Moneckclnmd as Governor. 1 * Macaulay writes: 
“ The day broke. The Nabob had slept off Ills debauch, and 
permitted the door to be opened.' 1 There is no authority for 
the statement that the Nawah had a debauch. He must, nt 
any rate, have quickly slept it off, for Cooke states that he 
left the fort at 7 p.3i, and was back at G a.ji. On his arrival 
lie was told of the tragedy that had occurred, and at once sent 
a messenger to inquire if the chief was dead. As soon us the 
messenger returned, he ordered the prisoners to Ihj released. 
When Holwell complained to him of the inhuman barbarities 
which Ins countrymen had suffered, the Nawah, Orme states, 
“ disavowed any knowledge of the horrors of the preceding 
night, and seemed, as much as a man naturally cruel could be, 
affected with what has passed.” If we consider his surround¬ 
ings and his education, it is highly probable that Surajah 
Howls was prone to cruelty, the common vice of despots. 
If. however, we judge him by Ids conduct to the prisoners 
after the capture of Calcutta, no monarch appears less dis¬ 
posed to persecution nor less inclined to avenge himself. Ornic 
informs us that the Nawah immediately ordered Holwell to 
be freed from his chains, “ but was persuaded by his officers 
that it was necessary such a man should not be set at liberty.” 
If the chief was released and went on board the ships, all 
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hope of finding the treasure was gone* Sura]all Dow]a, acting 
on the advice of his officers, M ordered Mr. Hoiwell and two 
other gentlemen of the Company^ servants/ says Qrme 
in his Narrative, written at the time, to he carried to Muxa- 
cl a bad, but to be tr ell treated-* Ornie also affirms tlint " the 
orders of Surajah Dowla were perverted in regard to the 
captivity and the release of Mr. Hoiwell by that spiriL of revenge 
which had been roused in his officers for the great loss sus¬ 
tained by the Moors in their attacks on the English.'’ hen 
Surajah Dowla returned to Hugh he made an inquiry tor 
Hoiwell and his two companions when he released Watts 
and Collett and the prisoners he had taken at Cossimbazar, 
and he expressed “ some resentment at Mliir Mhuddon lor 
having so hastily sent us up to Muxadnbad/" On arriving 
at his capital the prisoners were, Orinc tells US* 4fc released 
by the repeated and peremptory order of the Nabob, as soon 
a_s he was acquainted that hi* first order bad not been obeyed. 
On the very morning of their release the Hawaii’s Prime 
Minister and some others had, according to Hoiwell p taken no 
small pains to convince the Sub&h 

** that, notwithstanding my losses at Allynagore, 1 I was ■till possessed 
of enough Lu pay u considerable sum lor my freedom ; and advised 
She sending of me to Mtmeekchutid, who would be belter able lo trace 
out the remainder of my effects. To Lbis* I was afterwards informed, 
the Suba replied: * It may be ; il he has any lb hug left, let him keep 
it: his sufferings have been great; lie shall have his liberty. T Whether 
this was the result of his own sentiments, or the consequence of his 
promise Ibe night before Lo the old Begum, 1 cannot say ; but we 
believe we owe our freedom partly to both." 

It was not Surajah Dowla who was at the time pronounced 
to he the original author of the tragedy of the Block Hole. 
Hoiwell gives us a clue to the man who was considered to be 
the arch-conspirator. He mainly attributes the severity with 
which he was treated to the instigations of Qmichimd, 

Hd in resentment for my not releasing him out of prison as soon as 
I had command of the fori; a circumstance which, in the heat and 

1 urine writes,' "To perpetuate the memory of his victory he entered the 
home or Lohrutt j to be changed to Aliniigore, signifying Uie Pari of God, " U 
menus the City of All (the saint)* 
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hurry of action, never once occurred Lo me or I had certainly done 
iL t because l thou gilt his Imprisonment unjust” 

Hoi well proceeds to add: 

" But that the hard treatment I met with may truly be attributed 
in a great measure to his suggestions and insinuations, I am well assured 
from the whole of bis subsequent conduct; and Lhls further com 
firmed me. in the three gentlemen selected In be my companions* 
against each of whom lie had conceived particular resentment, and 
you know Omechund am never forgive " 

It was, indeed* u common belief at the time that the English 
owed their sufferings to the intrigue and resentment of OmI- 
ehnnd ; and letters in the old records show that when, after 
the battle of FJassey* the money sent to Calcutta m com¬ 
pensation was about to be distributed, a vigorous protest 
was raised against any restitution to Omichimd “ in common 
with the other Gcntoo merchants, because it is we!J known 
he was the chief instigator of the massacre of the Black 
Hole.” 


CHAPTER XVI 

1756-7 : DEFEAT OF SUttAJAH BOW] .A 

Os October 16, 1756, the fleet mailed out of Madras. The 
elements were against them on their start* During the first 
twelve days they were driven down as far as Ceylon 1 by strong 
currents from the north. I* was now the time when the 
north-east momooti blows hardest down the Bay of Bengal 
and the waves are the highest. In order to avoid a direct 
aiul tremendous encounter, vessels for Bengal steered across 
the Bay to the Tenas&erim coast, and thence beat over to 
Balasure roads and assured the entrance into the River Hugh* 
Admiral Watson followed this course. But he was badly 
knocked about by the monsoon gales and could make little 
way. On the night of November Its 

,F the Salisbury sprung a leak, which kept nil her pumps going to free 
hcr n and alter making the signal of distress, the carpenters at the 
Kent and other ships were sent on board, who found out this leak 
and in some measure stopped it, ao that she was able io proceed 
on the voyage Under an easy sail upon her foremast, os the leak was 
discovered to be In the wooden i-nds Forsvards." 1 

Two days after, M the seamen and military were put to 
half allowance of provisions, and two-thirds allowance of water. 
The scurvy began to appear in the fleet, particularly amongst 
the seamen/ 1 It was not till December 1 that six ships arrived 
in the soundings off Point Palmyras. 

11 About H i K r m. the 2nd P Cumberland struck upon tin? reel oil 
Point Folmlras, but was soon got oil without any damage; the ship 
cam- to an anchor and lay till daylight* After snaking the signal ol 
distress the Heel came to an anchor^ some In seven, some in live and 
others in four fathoms water upon the edge of I Ids dangerous shoal/ 1 

1 lyes. Voyage, p. 05, 

* Judinul of tin’ Bxpedttkm to Bengal from Qduin r 13, I75u # to February 18. 
1757, kept by one of Colonel Cii\Vs loudly, 

33 ^ 
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The following day the Kent, the Admiral's flagship with 
Clive on board, the Tyget, and Walpole rounded the shoal 
And reached the road of Balias ore, hid the other a hips could 
not weather the point. 

" As sotiTt as Ihc Kent arrived in Ballasure read, two English 
pilots came on l;&ard tis, %vho gave the admiral a furl her account of 
the miserable situation of affairs In Bengal; as* that since the re¬ 
duction of Calcutta, almost every inhabitant who survived the attack 
of the place„ or the dreadful ealastrophe of the Black Hole prison* 
had made Iheir escape to Fill la, si despicable village on I he river*s 
side; that some families lived in tents on shore, while others con¬ 
tinued on hoard the same ships and vessels in which lliey had escaped 
from Calcutta*" 1 

The squadron was now in sore distress for water and pro¬ 
visions, " having only eight days 5 water on board and numbers 
down with the scurvy,” On December 8 the pilot sloop put 
on board the Walpole some ricc p “ she being in the greatest 
want of provisions/' The W&lpule carried only sepoys, and 
when the supply of rice failed, there was “ nothing to serve 
out to them but beef and pork; but Hu nigh some did sub¬ 
mit to this defilement, yet many preferred a languishing death 
by famine to life polluted beyond recover v. * 

The pilot guided the vessels over the dangerous shoals at 
the mouth of the Hugh, then an almost unknown river, and 
Clive told the Select Committee of the House of Commons that 
he considered that attempt to go up the river ** to be as daring 
and meritorious an attempt as was ever made in his Majesty’s 
sea service/* On December D the pilot, taking advantage of 
the spring tides, entered the river. On December 15 the Kent 
14 anchored at Fulta 3 in company with the Tyger and H f aipole t 
where we found riding at anchor the Ktngpflther sloop, the 
Delaware* Indiaman* and about twelve sail of country ships, 
snows/ 1 1 Here they found the fugitives from Calcutta and 
other parts of Bengal, and the military under Major Kilpatrick 

1 Ives, p. £>5. 1 Stratton, « Reflections*” p. 12. 

* A village on Hie kit hunk of the River Uli^IS* twenty milts bs n straight 
direction below Calcutta, but more than double that distance by the winding 
at Mir river. 

4 Journal by one cl Clivers family. 
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who had arrived there on August 2. The civilians, except 
some few families who were in tents, lived on board the country 
ships* and the military were cantoned ashore. The majority 
of their companions had died—died of cruel fever due to 
scanty food, bad water* and the pestilential air of the swamps. 1 
Great was the joy of the survivors at seeing the long-expected 
squadron. 

" For almost fm months they had been surrounded by sicknt -- 
and disease, which made strange havoc among them/' says Ives, 
" and yet* when we saw them first* to our great surprise, they ap¬ 
peared with as rhearful countenances,, a?* II no misfortunes had 
happened to them/' 

On arriving at Fulta Clive: learnt that Mr. Drake had 
received dispatches from England appointing him and three 
of hb former round! a committee for the conduct of I he Com¬ 
pany's affairs in Bengal. They had already associated Major 
Kilpatrick, says Orme, anti they now added Watson and Clive 
to their board. But neither the admiral nor Clive had any 
intention of abandoning their separate authority. The same 
day that Clive reached Fulta he exercised that authority by 
writing to Raj ah Manikclumd* Governor of Calcutta : 

iS l.'pon my arrivEd in these parts from Madras I was inform id 
that you had shown a great friendship and regard for the English 
Company, Tor which 1 write to return you thanks* I doubt tiol 
but as you have hitherto professed a dr sire to serve l lie Company* 
you will at this time, when their aflairs must require it* retails the 
same disposition in Lheir favour. 1 " M 

The Rajah sent the following reply, dated December 23 + 
I7oS : 

1 Ormf strips Hl that of the whole dirtaebmenl, which was 230 when sent, 
one lulf were dead* ami &t the remainder not more Uuui thirty men w*.rc able 
Lo do duty when Admiral Wjibon arrived."—Omit, Vt>L ll. ± p, 12D, tves 
slates Lhal to the best of his re mr mbranea not above thirty remained alive 
and not abov^ ten fit for duly.—Ives, p. 09. Broome writes i " The remnant 
ol the DengtiL Military f-urec, from being more accustomed to Lite eltmoLt, appenirh 
to have fared better, and was n«w able lo join the force, frlrenyLhcned by the 
Company of Volunteers formed from amongst I hi? civilians and respcctahlt 
European Inhabitants who had escaped from Calcutta mid the auL-Jagtartrs, 
which Company now tuutl ltcU upwards of 7C? olflerrs and Brooim. 

ji r 19. Clive stales that like frw effective Europeans at Full a, including Uic 
volunleer&p did not amount to more than rme hundred* 

■ Orme M$$,t liiiihi, YoL XL, p. 2702. 
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" I have had Use pleasure Lo rcccivc your mud friendly letter. 
To hear you are hi tfoud health plves nu [lie since rest pleasure. Your 
sending a copy oi your address to the Nabob enclosed 111 your letter 
to me for my perusal I esto-m as an instance of your friendship. 
FLndlng in It many improper expressions and concluding that hy 
sending me Lhe copy you desired to know mv sentiments upon it. 
I have, therefore s marie some alterations In it and return It entrusted 
Lo Radakissrn Mullkfc, who will deliver it to you. You wifi write 
your letter alter that form and dispatch ft again tn m", and I will 
forward it to the Nabob. You write that you aro desirous of peace¬ 
able measures. 1 likewise am as desirous, as nothing is better than 
peace. To take away every cause of ill-will or contention, Ihls Is the 
part of a good man/' 1 

On December 25 Clive answered as follows ; 

lp I have received your letter with the form enclosed for a letter 
to the Nabob, i am very sensible of your friendship and kind in¬ 
tentions in sending me the latter, which f have read, hut am sony 
I cannot, consistently with my duty to the Company or their honour, 
accept of your advice in writing to the Nabob a letter couched in 
such a stile* which* however proper it might have been before the 
taking of Calcutta, would but ill-suit with Lhe present Lime, when 
we art come to demand satisfaction fur the injuries done us by lhe 
Nabob, not lo entreat his favour, and with a force which we think 
sufficient lo vindicate our claim. Anaverdi Cawrfs letter went hv 
a former conveyance which I have taken notice of in mine to the 
Nabob/' a 

Clive, however, did slightly modify his attitude, and 
Watson also wrote a letter to the Xaw;ih in which he stated : 

" As you must hr .sensible of the benefit of having the English 
settled in your country, I doubt not you will consent Lo make them 
a reasonable satisfaction fur the losses mid injuries they have suffered, 
and by that means put an amicable end to the troubles, and secure 
the friendship of my king, who is a lover of peace, and delights in 
acts of equity. What can I say more ? ,J 

The Nawab was not sensible of the benefit of having the 
English setLled in his country, and he ordered the whole of 
his army to assemble at his capital preparatory to marching 
towards Calcutta, and M&nikchand took measures to strengthen 
Fort William as well as the neighbouring forts on the river. 
On December 16 “ the Company's troops and scapoys on the 
Kent, Ttfger h and JlWpofc landed at Fulta,“ and sLv days after 

1 Orenc MSS,: Intfhi, VoL XL, p H 2703. * Mil, p. 2704. 
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41 the Grenadiers and Artillery Companies from the Salisbury 
and Eridgumter joined the battalion in camp. The malarious 
swamp around them produced fever, and Clive fell a victim. 
On December 23 he wrote to Major Kilpatrick: 

" A violent Cold and Slight Fever has reduced me to the necessity 
of committing to writing what otherwise 1 should have been glad to 
have executed in Person, and by word of Mouth, 

M The time now draws near for the quilting of Fulla, previous to 
which many necessary steps arc to he taken. Boats, Sloops. & n should 
be in readiness tor the Krnh arkatfmi of all our Military, Lascars and 
Seapoys, as likewise all our Stores* Provision A ] think it would 
be gaining of time, if all the baggage Sion 5 were cm harked Imme¬ 
diately on large Bouts* excepting what the Service on Shore abso¬ 
lutely requires* I would have all our Military and Seapoys supplied 
with 3d Rounds p r Man+ and the rest of the Ammunition disposed 
of In such a manner ns to he at hand when called for* I would have 
I lie 2.6 p™ A 2,3 3 s ' 3 welt snppSyed with Ammunition urul in readi¬ 
ness to Land at a Moments warning, for 1 take it far granted, we 
shall inaruh from Budjee Budjee to Calcutta by Land, it would save 
us the Trouble of Embarking, if we could do the s;ime from FuUa* 
please to speak to the Governor to give Orders that the Vessel which 
has the lOtUHKI Musket C art ridges on Board accompany the Squadron, 

lx l am very anxious for the return of the Man who is sent to 
examine the Situation of Budjcc Budjee ; a good account from him 
would save a World of Trouble, pray make enquiry if there be any 
other road Lo B.B> except Llie foot Path between I he two Fortifications, 
There are many oLher Unrigs which do nol occur to me. which 
may fall within your Knowledge, in short I leave every thing l® 
your Prudence and Discretion for the present; dispose of the Troops 
in such maimer that they may hi- In readiness to March overland 
to Calcutta, and, if necessary, to attack Budjee Budjee* Tana 
Fort* 

44 It would be of singular service could you prevail upon tire 
Bazar people to follow us to Budjue Budjee. 

" Having applied to the Governor for the Bclawtirc India-man 
to serve as a Hospital Ship have as yet received no Answer; ll will 
be necessary to apply again to him that it may he executed." 1 

On December 27 the fleet proceeded up the river, having 
re-embarked the Company's troops and artillery pursuant la 
the resolution of a Council of War held on board the Kait, 
44 but the srapoyx marched raver land keeping the ships in view 
and Captain Barker following in bouts with 80 of the Train 

1 Powh MSS, No. I.: Letters from the ILm. O.slmnci Qivc r front Oclobcr 11, 
173*, tn April 16, 1757- 
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and two field pieces properly completed* 11 1 The following 
day the ships reached May spur, and about three in the after- 
iifion the troops and two field-pieces were disembarked and 
joined the sepoys** According to the plan concerted at the 
Council of Y\ air,'* the ships were to bombard the Fort of Budge 
Budge, 3 which stood on the river* while Clive marched with 
the troops northwards in order to lay an ambuscade for the 
garrison as they retreated along the Calcutta roarh Clive 
did not agree with the plan concerted by the majority at the 
Council of War. 1 He wished to convey the troops by water 
to Budge Budge, but he had to follow the decision of the 
majority. 

At four o'clock Clive set forth w r ith the troops for Mayapur* 
the two field-pieces with a tumbril nf ammunition being drawn 
by the men* The native guides, 

“ in order to prevent discovery, led the troops at a distance from the 
river, through a part ot the country* which was uninhabited indeed, 
but full of swamps* and continually intersected by deep rivulets, 
which rendered the draught and transportation of the three car- 
riages so tedious and laborious* that the troops did not arrive until 
an hour after sun-rise at Lhe place of ambuscade/* * 


The spot chosen for the ambush was the dry bed of an 
ordinary Indian tank about ten feet below the level of the 
plain. It lay about a mile from the river, a mile and a half 
north-east of Budge Budge* and half :l mile east of the high 
road to Calcutta. Clive proceeded to post his small force. 

if Kessersing^ commander of the seupogs, was detached from 
hencE with 200 .s etipofjs to reconnoitre, and was followed by Captain 
t^e at the head of the Grenadier company and the rest of the $eapntjs ; 
Captain Gnuppe was likewise advanced with ills company and Lhe 

1 "f g he expedition to Bengal Irons October 13. 1756* lo February 18, 

1757, kept by one cl Colon*] Clive's family* 

1 Oratt States : " All the men n[ Adl^E-pnot/s regiment who were arrived,, 
being 120, remained Otk board the ships Ot War. The rest of Elis but till [oil, 5N1. 1 * 
wilh all the Sepoy a, and two field -piece*, landed. and at sun^rl marched from 
Mayapore, under the cnmuumd of Colonel Clive* and under th* conduct of 
Indian guides." 1 

*Orme spell* it BllZ-tiEszi:i ; lves K BoU^r Bougre | Elph mat n ne, Bnjbuj. 

f It has ill ways been staled lhat WaLson aloue Insisted on the troop a tuaTch- 
inH northwards, but we now know it was according to a decision of a Council 
of War. * Grime, YoL II.. p. 122. * Keshar Singh. 

W 
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volunteers in Lise Calculi a Road lu give timely no Lice ol the approach 
of smy of the enemy that might come that way. Captain Pye had 
orders to take possession of tlie suburbs and. send an immediate 
report when he bad effected it, hut not to attempt any thing further 
without order/ 5 * 

Captain Pye* finding the suburbs deserted, joined the party 
of sepoys w under the bank, and put himself under the orders 
of Captain Coatc who wps landed with the King's troops ; 
they had just struck a flag on one of the advanced batteries* 
and were reconnoitring from behind it, when Kesha* Singh 
vviis ordered back with the seuyj&ya ; Captain Waller landing 
soon after from the Salisbury, and, hearing that the Colonel 
was attacked by the enemy* ordered the whole to march to 
his assistance, 5T The European battalion under Clive's imme¬ 
diate command, 44 consisting of 260 rank anti file*” had been 
attacked by the main body of the enemy under Manikchand 
from the surrounding homes and thickets. 

M The skirmish lasted about half an hour* id -which time wo hud 
Ensign Kerr with nine private men killed and eight wounded. The 
enemy's Joss must have been somewhat cort^iderable as Lheir number 
of horse and foot appeared to be about 2 t 0OQ and several of them 
exposed themselves pretty freely at firsi ; but were much alarmed 
nt the briskness of our fire and startled nt the first appearance of 
cannon which they thought impossible for m to transport over the 
ground we had marched the preceding night ; r tis said that 200 of 
inferior nnLe were killed and wonnfled, four fcmidaFS* an elephant 
and the Commander shot through his turban, besides about forty 
who perished in their enn fusion on passing a creek." a 

1 Journal by one of CHve's family. 

■ ibid . Onrie's account of the skirmish d lifers nutcrjaDy from that given 
Id the Journal and Lho Lo^s. Hi? writes: ** The rest of the troops remained 
wiLh Colonel Clive, and concealed themselves some In the bellow, and others 
in Hie adjoining village, and the Lwu field-pieces WF-re placed on Lhe norLh side 
of the villagp. The troops being excessively fatigued, were pEirmiltcd to quit 
their ams. in order to rest ; every man laid himself down where he l ho sight 
best, some Id the village, others In the hollow ; and hem a security which no 
superiority nr appearances in war could justify, the common precaution ol 
stationing cenlinds was impacted, in a few minutes they were all asleep/* 
il difikult to belli-Vft that. [Liter sejHtys had been sent to reconnoil Fr¬ 
aud n coinpanv with lhe volunteers hud been posted in the Qdculla Rond to 
gj ve Hmely notice of the iipproueh of the enemy, Lhr but till itML of Europeans 
under Clive* who weft tin. amtustl ready Eu cut utT Mic enemy, would be found 
an hour later asleep, With regard to stationing sentinels, Oivo had taken, as 
w<? now learn, all the preenutians he conskdert-d necessary for giving timely 
notice oi the approach of thr enemy, Cl h e did know the elements of the 
business of war, smd, il tlie statement br in ^ 1 that lie did nut post sentinels. 
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Clive, in a letter to Mr. I’igot, dated January 8, 1757, 
gives the following account of the engage incut; 

11 You will find by the return, that our loss in the skirmish near 
Budjuc-Budjee was greater than could well lie spared, jr such skirm¬ 
ishes were to lie often repeated. You must know, our march from 
-Mmdapoor to the northward of Budjee-HufJjee was much against 
my inclinations. I appfied to Hie Admiral for boats to land us at 
the place we arrived at after sixteen hours' march by land in which 
the men suffered hards]lip-, not to be described. It was four in the 
afternoon when we decamped From Moidapoor. and (we) did not 
arrive off Budjcc-Hudjec till past eight next morning; at nine, the 
Grenadier company and all the seapoys were despatched to the fort, 
where 1 heard Captain Cootc was landed with the King s troops. At 
ten. Mo nidi mind, the Governor of Calcutta, attacked us with between 
two and three thousand horse and fuol, anil was worsted. The 
people of the country raise fabulous report* about the killed and 
wounded; but there is reason to believe, from the smartness of the 
tire while it lasted, and Lhc nearness of the enemy, some of which 
were within twenty yards, one hundred anil fifty might be killed and 
wounded, and with them four of the principal jemidam and an elephant, 
Monkhaund himself received a shot in his turban. Our two field- 
pieces were of little or no service to us, having neither lubes nor 
port*fires, and wrong carriages scut with them from Fort St. David; 
indeed we still labour under every disadvantage in the world, for 
want of the Marlborough, it seems Lhe enemy were encamped within 
two miles of us. and we ignorant of the Blatter; so much for the 
ititfUigcncc of ibis country/' 

An hour before Clive began his northward march “ the 
squadron weighed and came to sail and at fi anchored off 
Bengal's Point." At 7 a.m. the squadron again weighed and 
came to sail for Budge Budge, and half an hour after the 
enemy opened lire at the r.ygrr, 1 w ho returned it. A few min¬ 
utes later the Kent began to fire, and, having anchored, made 
the signal to engage. The tire of Lhe enemy soon slackened, 

Dir nature o\ the country or some oltier ^ound reason muiL Imyg prev^oted 
hLu fryiru departing train Uiis ordinary military practice. Oitnc further state*; 

Had the cavalry advanced and charged Lhc troop* \u iii f jmlW at the 
innic Lime that the infantry began tu lire upon the village, It [% not 1 mb rob- 
ablp that the war would have been anTicloded im Lhe very First trJu.1 a£ hostile 
Sir il>lui Mate&kn* a soldier acquainted with war, writes; H j n auswrr 
In lids remark. tlMfe is one single fact to be stated—the thick jnnde which 
concealed lbe ni-pproacb of the iiifnnLry was Impervious To cqviJiy whe hwd 
rrn means of advancing except though opening, when- ihev must have been 
been r find the possibility oi surprise deftiitcil."—Orqac, \L, 122 
1 Not the Kent f u& Ormc states. 
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and fill the King's troops were disembarked and took possession 
of an abandoned battery. Captain Eyre Coote was desirous 
of storming the fort, but Captain Weller, “ who was mV senior, 

. . . thought it necessary to desist from my project and 

to go to the Colonel whom we knew to be very weak.’ 1 

After Clive had repulsed the enemy, he went on hoard 
the flags hip to consult the admiral. On his return Eyre Conte 
learnt that a body of sailors was going to be sent ashore to join 
them, and that they were to storm the fort when night fell. 

•* When night came on," says Eyre Coote, " 400 sailors came nn 
shore under the command of Captain King : the Colonel ami Major 
Kilpatrick were retired to rest, as they had had a very- fatiguing 
march all tlic night before, and Captain Weller was gone sick oil 
board ; so that I then had the command, and as my opinion was ail 
day for storming the place, I was in hopes then to have the honour 
ot doing it, but the Colonel sent me word he’d have nothing done 
tall the morning, 11 1 

During Eyre Coote's absence 

Hf one Sirahan, a cninmon sailor belonging Lo Lhe Kmf, having been 
Jujal served willi a quantity ot grog {arrack mixed with water}, had 
his spirits Loo much elated to think of taking any rest; he there¬ 
fore strayed by liintsclf towards the Tort, and imperceptibly got under 
the walls , being advanced thus far without Interruption, be took 
it into Ms head to seals at a breach that bad been made iiy the cannon 
of the ships; and having luckily gotten upon the bastion, he there 
discovered several Mow-men sitting on the platform, at whom he 
flourished his cutlass, and fired his pistol, and then* after having 
given three loud huzzas, cried out* ' The place is mine/ ** s 

He was immediately attacked, arid then began a deadly 
tussle, Strahaci T s cutlass broke off near the hlit, and the 
moments of life were fast running out when the advanced 
guards, who were in the village and had heard his shouts, 
quitting their post, joined him on the rampart. 3 The enemy 
had been moving out of the place ever since dusk, and those 

1 Journal ol Captain Eyre Coote. 

* Ivei' Journal, p. liMJ, Eyre Coote 1 * J nutria!-—OmiP, VuL IL t p. 12L 

a Ivns writes: " Stratum, the belts of this ndventurous action, wn& snnn 
brought frHnre the admiral, who, notwithstanding the success that had at¬ 
tended ft, thought it necessary to sbtw himself diBpkafCd with a nscusure in 
which the waul of kill military discipline so notoriously appeared. He there¬ 
fore angrily enquired into the tievpefatc bLtp which he tud takn'ti: 1 Mr. Sirahan 
wttaL Is this LhuL you hove been duing 7 ? The frltow, niter having made his bow 
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that remained were quickly driven out or killed- Eyre Coote 
assumed command of the fort* and at dawn a salute was fired. 
Eighteen pieces of cannon from tf4-pounders downwards, and 
forty barrels of gunpowder with ball in proportion* were 
found in it. 

The following evening* after disabling the guns* currying 
off the powder and demolishing the parapets of the fort and 
batteries, the European troops re-embarked* The sepoys 
remained ashore* “ taking their route along the bank of the 
river with the fleet in view, and the nr til hi ry following again 
In boats,” 1 On December ftl the squadron weighed fc<L and 
dropt up the river** The next day at twenty minutes past 
lu the Tifger made the signal and anchored. Twenty 

minutes later the Kent anchored, A French ship saluted 
with nine guns and was returned five,” - Shortly afLer noon 
the Tyger and Kent again set sail, “ and at 2 p.m, came abreast 
of Tanna and Aleghur which is a netv mud fort erected by the 
enemy opposite to the former, 1 ' The enemy abandoned both 
forts as the ships approached* and the boats 1 crews of the 
squadrons landed and took possession of them without firing 
a .shot* They found in them Vfc about forty guns* some 
twenty-four pounders, and all mounted on good carriages, 
most of them the company’s.” 4 They also discovered some 
ammunition, 

*' In the night/ r says Watson, ia f sent the hoots manned and 
armed up the river, to set fire to a ship and some vessels that lay 

scratched Ids head, and with one band twirling his bul upon the other, replied 
' Why, tn In- sure* Sir, It was I who took the fori* but 1 hupe thr:rc urns no iiufltl 
in if The admired with difficulty was prevenled from smiling a I thp sisnpLu'ily 
of Slruhun't answer ; and the whole company were exceedingly diverted wilh 
Ills awkward appearance, anil Ills language and manner In teenanting tin- Several 
particulars of his mart exploit. Mr. faknn expatiated largely an thu falal 
consequejicrs Hi at might have attended Ids Irregular conduct. and then with 
□ severe rebuke dismissed him ; but not before he had given the fellow some 
distant lilnlS; that a I a proper opportunity he should cert a inly be punished 
for his temerity, ^CraJisin, amnred in find himself btunied, where he expected 
praise, hart no sooner gone from the adnrtrnrs cabin* Hum he muttered Ihrse 
words: M If I am flutjtjed fur this here actiuli, 1 will never iukr alwtfhtr fort by 
myself OJ tong qj / hre, by (i - d. 1 " 

] Journal of the expedition to Bengal from October 13, 17GG. to February 18 
V7&7* kept by One of Colonel Clive's family. 

£ Ml notes taken aboard His Majesty's ship Kent at Use attack ol Budge 
Badge Fori p ;ii Taifca. and ot the attack on Calcutta. 

1 Letter iron] Admiral Wat Sun, dated JIM.S. Kent, ulT tlaicutlo. 
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under a fort, which was executed wit haul apposition. That was □ 
necessary piece of service, as l heard they weie filled with combustibles 
in order to be set on fire when the ebb made, to burn our ships/ 1 

Early on the morning of January 2 Clive landed at Aligarh 
with the Company + s European troops and, joined by the 
sepijys T marched on Calcutta. The Tit: tit and f Fyg£r i together 
vutli the twenty-gun skip and sloops weighed and stood up 
following the line of the well-wooded shore of the broad Hugh. 1 
No forest of masts then rose into the blue azure. A few 
country boats with their large broad salts filled with sunshine 
were hying away. As the Tyget approached, the batteries 
on the bank opened fire, but the enemy desorLed them on 
the approach of the fleet and Clive’s force. 

Hi At 10 the ships coming abreast of Fort William (by ihe 
Moors called Alinngor) were fired upon pretty warmly as they lay 
beealsneiL sheering round in the eddies of the tide ; hut soon, afier 
earning to an anchor close in with the western line of guns on the 
river side, they drove the enemy frum their batteries* who Red through 
the easlern gate before the military or seupyys could come up with 

iheni ; in this action three of the KLng + s soldiers and sis sailors were 
killed/ 1 5 

When the enemy deserted the fort some of the old in- 
habitants ot the town waved their hands from the shore, and 
one oi them hoisted an English pendant on a tree, 3 The 
admiral immediately sent Captain King* R,N., to take pos¬ 
session ior the Crown* and a few minutes after it was garri¬ 
soned with a detachment of Adkrcron's regiment under Eyre 
Coote. At the same time a party of sepoys reached the fort* 
entered it t and* Clive states, were ignominiously thrown out. 

I pon coining near the fort myself I was informed that Lhere 
wert^ orders that nom- of LJie* Cunipany p s officers or troops should 
haw entrance. iht&. I own* enraged mo to inch a degufc that I 

1 January l*t, 1 jn7. "About 2 in the ufternoen caiue ubrtu&t erf Tanno 
borls T whir]] wtre fn-oml tv&ruuted, the enemy retiring m Llii' nhi 11 h advanced. 
At d t'tjr- bu^Ls of tht* [iien-nl-war Lindc-d with the auameii mid took possession 
L>I tlJL J-'url of Tamm uiaii Aligiir, p mud fort uppuske In which were 

found .51 p[tec's of eonnon or 24 and 13 of n suinllet siste, j&me stiot, mid n 
siauU quantity of ^unpowdcr/^Seketlijns from the Letters, Efeppotclit** llu.iL 
oilier sidle Papers preserve.! J n the Madras Secn-lariul (Olive Series). Milled 
by iicurye W. Forrest, C.LE. 

* Jo urn idol IhE Expedition to Bengal, from Oeloimr 13.1756. Lu February IS, 
1TO7 - * Iwi, p. lffi 
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’was resolved to enter if possible which I did T though not in the manner 
maliciously reported, by forcing the sentry**, for they suffered us 
to pass very patiently upon being informed who l was*" 1 

At Clive's entrance Eyre Coote presented him with the 
following commission from Admiral Watson * 

,H By Charles }Vt\lsun f Esq. ; Vice-admiral of the blue squadron 
ot his majesty's heel, and commander in cldcf of his majesty's ships 
and vessels employed hi the East Indies^ and ut the marine forces 
of the united company ul merchants trading to and In these parts. 

M You are hereby required and directed to garrison the fort of 
Calcutta with hk majesty's Lroops which you have now on shore, 
fliid take care to post sentinels and guards so as not to be surprized 
by the envtny. In the evening 1 shall be on shore ; and you arc not 
to quit your post* or deliver up your command till farther orders 
from mo. Dining your continuance on shore, you are Lo take care 
that no disorders be committed by his majesty's troops, or any other 
people, buL Lo treat the natives with Immunity, and take particular 
care that l here is do pi unde ring, as such offenders may depend on 
the severest punishment. Given under my hand on hoard his majesty's 
ship the Kent* oil Calcutta, 2d Jan. 17Ts7, 

" Ch.vri.eo Watson* 

11 To Captain Evfle Coote^ of hh i majesty's 3Wi reglmenl of foot, 

,f By command of the admiral. 

** Hesrv Doidou." 

Clive denied any authority that Admiral Watson had to 
appoint mi Inferior officer in the King’s service governor of 
Lhe fort, anti tuld Eyre Conte if he disobeyed his orders he 
would place him under arrest. Eyre Conte assented* and desired 
leave to acquaint the admiral with these particulars* Clive 
consented . 2 Watson* on hearing what had taken place, sent 
Captain Speke on shore to know by what authority Clive 
had assumed command uf the fort. 4fc i answered, by the 
authority of his majesty's commission, as being lieutenant- 
colonel and commander in chief of the lain] forces/' Speke 
went on board with the message, and wrote the following 
letter to Clive : 

" [ am extremely sorry Ld find by your Letter and by what I 
know of the Admiral's Sen Ilmen Li that things are tending to an 

1 Letter from Cola Of 1 Clive In Sir. Flgot. doted Fort WUllani K Jlmuufy S p 
1 757, Clive in hla evidence before Hie Select Com m L item of Use House of C&nimoiu 
its led that “ lie entered the Furl tit the head at the Company r i troops/" 

■ Qlve r 5 Evidence, Ives, p, 1&2- 
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Extremity which cannot but be hurtful to the Company's Adairs— I 
will not pretend to give you my Sentiment* on ei Subject in which* 
ns a King's Officer I cannot but be a Parly ; & on which I own I 
am so unhappy ns to differ with you hi Opinion I me ms if you are 
in truth of that, by which you seem to Act—I hoped for a better 
ending of this Affair when I parted from you—and was much sure 
priz d to find you deuyed to Major Kilpatrick having forc'd the 
Sentinels—when Lu me you not only acknowledged it* but upon my 
taking the Liberty to ask if it was a Soldierlike Action, you said 
much more so P than Capl. Coot's making Mr, Court a Prisoner, & 
driving out the Sca-Poys. As you was then in heat, I have no Doubt 
you did not much consider w hid you said, but It was the first Question 
I ask'd You. & upon your owning it, my 2* was do you defend it ? 
l o which you likewise answered in the Affirmative, adding that you 
w p as a King's Officer as wed as Mr. Watson—f shall be glad to think 
this was as I said the Language of Passion—but you must pardon 
me, if I say it was yours. rr 1 

Speke returned to the fort* and must have conveyed to 
Clive the following letter from the admiral: 

“ ^ IR r—After what I said to Major KllipnLrick, I am extremely 
surprised to And you have not withdrawn the Company's Truops, 
which puts me under a necessity of acquainting you,. If you still per¬ 
sist in continuing in the Fort, Y'ou will force me to take such methods 
as Will be as disagreeable Lo me, ns they possibly can hi to you. 1 
hope yet, alter you have prudently consider'd this Affair, you'll 
not drive me to the Extremities I should be sorry to be urg r d to, 
for lbe Plea you make of being Commanding Officer of the Land 
Forces, gives you not the leasl Authority to enter a Place (forcibly) 
conquer'd by me, and garrisoned by Troops under my Immediate 
Command." * 

Speke informed Clive that if he did not abandon the fort 
14 lie should be fired out.” In answer* lt I said I could not 
answer for the consequences, but 1 would not abandon the 
Fort- * Speke returned to the admiral* and the following 
letter was sent to Clive: 

41 DfiAJft Sin T —I have talked with the Admiral on the late dlsagree¬ 
able Subject of a\ir Conversation* & have related to him your Offer 
of evacuating the Fort provided you may have Assurances of your 
commanding there. He has commanded me to tell you* that ns, 
neither In this Adair* nor any other lie ever meant you any Dishonour, 
lie is disposed ±q give you any reasonable Proofs of it"; but as by 
forcing the Guards placed Ln the Fort by his Orders you have o lie red 
him a Personal Affront, & lhro T him to his Mamies" Authority ; the 

1 Fowls MSS. 11 Ibid. ^ 1 Clive's Evidence, 
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Duty ho owes to himself as an Officer trusted with the Care of hi:? 
Mu'tles honour* in supporting that of his Forces, wHl u&t admit of 
his promising any thing 'till you have firsL by withdrawing the Troops 
under your Com'arul. acknowledged the tnsulL you have so un¬ 
advisedly offered—That done, If You will give yo nr self the trouble 
to Step aboard, I dare promise you, you will receive dear Proofs 
how very unwilling Mr, Wat son 3% to disagree with a -Man fur whom 
he has always had an Esteem," 

Clive refused to 41 step aboard.’ 5 The admiral now scut 
Captain Latham* who commanded the Tyger, and 41 was in 
a strict intimacy with him/ 1 to confer with Clive. 

" They talked Lhe allfalr oyit with culmness, and soon svtiled 
a dispute which otherwise might have ended greatly to the prejudice 
of Lhe public cause. The colonel'ft messages to Mr. Watson Implied, 
that if the admiral would come on shore and command in person, 
he should have no manner of objection to it : And on Admiral Watson's 
going on shore the next day, Lhe colonel delivered the keys or the 
garrison into his hands* and then the admiral delivered them Lo the 
late governor, Mr, Drake, and his council. And these gentlemen* 
persuaded by Colonel Clive of the necessity of the step* immediately 
published a declaration oT war against the Xabob, in the name id 
Lhe EasL India company, as did Admiral Watson in LUul of the king 
his muster." 1 

Clive and Watson decided to press the war promptly and 
vigorously * As it was found that some time must dapse 
before the Nawab could reach liugIL a town of consider¬ 
able strategic importance owing to its proximity to Calcutta, 
it was determined to send a detachment by water to attack 
it without delayi and destroy the large stores of grain and 
rice collected for the use of Lint Nawab’s army. The expedi¬ 
tion, the admiral states in his dispatch, was 

" Lo be executed by the twenty-gun ship und sloop, the boats of 
the squadron manned and arm'd* assisted by nil the King*s Lranp 

1 Ives, p. 103* Qiw in his Evidence stated : " 1 won sent to WwifttH with 
n powL-r independent of die governor and council of Calcutta. 1 commanded 
in Beng d ns the King's officer sind lhe Company's both. The King's troops, 
when oti sliorr, were under me. I wus commander-in-chief of the Cuiuptany's 
forces in Bengal, by q. commission from Uie governor und council of Madrnss* 
on my seating nut Oh that expedition. The governor und council oL Mudrnss 
looked on LJie government of Calcutta as annihilated. They thought, IT 1 hud 
noL the independent cnnnniind, the governor and council of Etrngid would 
retain ttio troops which they thought neeesaury should return to Muilruss. 1 
took Lhe command os n military officer. The governor und council of Calcutta 
pul Ihch troops under my orders/ 1. 
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amounting to one hundred and seventy T the Company's Grenadiers 
and two hundred Seapoys which were fcn be landed under the com¬ 
mand of Major Killpatrick. Several sloops were procur’d to embark 
th?U] R and there being: a proper vessel for carrying two mortars, 
which being judg'd of great consequence to the success of the expe¬ 
dition, the committee offered her Lo go upon this service, if I would 
appoin t a proper a Ulcer to Like the command of her. I accordingly 
G avi> my ^ rst lieutenant, M T Warrick a commission as Captain* and 
appointed a Lieutenant and Surgeon Lo her, which I hope their Lord- 
shlps will approve oL** 1 

The expedition proceeded up the river on January a, and 
hoped to reach Hugh at one time, but the Bridgwater* the 
twenty-gun ship, 

,J by not having a good pilot, stuck on a sand bank where be lay 
forty-tight hours in great danger, hut got ofT without receiving in neb 
damage* and by the assistance of a Dutch Pilot, who he look on board 
in his passage up, he proceeded agreeable to his orderi^ 1 " 

The Dutch chief* however* cum plained that t lie Dutch 
pilot wax one of their quartermasters who had been forcibly 
removed from their brigantine lying before their settlement 
of Bam&gore* On the t>th 

at noon the ships came to an anchor oil 1-1 uglily and began firing 
In order Lo dislodge the enemy from the banks and houses where they 
mlgiiL annoy us in landing. At I In the afternoon the troops landed 
about 700 yards below the Port under cover of the ships which imme¬ 
diately alter moved farther up the river and anchored close tu tbe 
fort/* 1 

They began at once to cannonade it, which they continued 
doing till about 12 o’clock, when Major Kilpatrick sent Eyre 
Coote, who had embarked with the King's troops (the 39th 
Foot), to examine the breach, which Eyre Coote enters in 
his journal : 

" I found practicable to enter, on which w? formed two attacks, 
one of bo men went tn the main gate and kept a great noise with 
continual firing, whilst we entered privately at the breach; the 
sailars under Captain King, Lhal were on share w'ith us, put up our 
sealing ladders and assisted us in getting in* which we did without 

1 SdiscUom from t be Letters, Despatches, and tuber Stale Papers nr&trytd 
in the Mmtnii Secretariat (Clive Series), edited Ly George \V. Forrest, CL1.E- 

1 Journal of Military TransactLanx in the Expedition Lo Hugh ley, Sctlons 
from the Letters, Despatch? 3 h and Other Stale Papers preserved In the Uudrat 
^eizretariat (Clive Series), edited by George \V, Forrest, C.I.E. 
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any loss, for the entmy {as we had imagined) went all to the place 
wlu rc t>nr false aLtack was made, and ran away through one at the 
gates ; wt found Lhe Fort much stronger Ilian we at first imagined 
and Lhe garrison consisted of 2,000 men ; we had some of our men 
killed and wounded before we stormed.” 1 

On the 13th Eyre Coofce was sent with 50 soldiers and 
100 sepoys to burn a great granary about three miles from 
the fort. He was to be joined on the march by some sailors. 
On arriving in the neighbourhood he took possession of a 
Portuguese convent, where he was informed that between 
3,000 and 4,000 of the enemy were encamped behind the 
village. However as it wns a very great granary I knew it 
must be of very great service could I succeed. 73 He marched 
into the village, set fire to it, and on returning through the 
narrow lane was attacked by the enemy in force, and with 
difficulty fought his way back to the men-of-war boats. On 
January 20 n after disabling the enemy's guns (“ carrying on 
board such as were serviceable "and demolishing the walls 
and bastions of the fort, the King's and Company’s troops 
went on board the sloops and returned to Calcutta, leaving 
behind the sepoys. The intention was to send an expedition 
Lu Dacca, “to be carried on by 400 sailors in boats under 
the command of Captain Speke,” “The surprize of this 
place/ 5 says Clive, “ may be of great consequence to the Com¬ 
pany’s affairs.” But the surprise of Dacca never took place, 
as the Nawab appeared at Hugli with his army the very 
day the European troops embarked on the sloop to return 
to Calcutta. 3 

Meanwhile, Clive had addressed himself to repairing and 
strengthening the fortifications of Fort William. But, as he 
wrote, he 14 could not make it more than barely tenable against 
a Country enemy for to all its former defects when taken 
from us, the Moors have broken down part of the Curtain 

1 Journal oi Captain Eyr& Cottle. 

i hit nttenUon was called ufT from this very desirable ami tempting 
object* by the alarming InttUi^'nM we recL-lynd, that the N&hab T tncL'n^d yt 
the km of uU Lb. Lute conquest^ and alarm* J at the rapidity of ours, had ratsL-d 
a formidable army; and was marching at the head ul tL from Ills capital Muxa~ 
ilubtld towards t:ute\Hiu. fLilly determined to drive iftr Kr.jhkti ooL ol all Ids 
territories, uinl take umplt vengeance for lhe disgraces we had brought 
upon klMi/* 
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to make room fur a mosque they were erecting." The work 
was, however, pushed forward with such energy that at the 
eluse oi the month Give whs able to state. “ I may assure vou 
itift^ William can never be taken again by the Moors but 
by Cowardice." Give, however, knew that Calcutta was now 
threatened with a graver danger than an attack by the Moors. 
During the expedition to Hugh news arrived from Aleppo 
that war had been declared between Great Britain and France 
in the preceding month of May, 1 At Gumdemagore the French 
had 300 Europeans and a train of field artillery, and it was 
expected they would strengthen the Nawab’s considerable 
mass, Clive could now expect no further reinforcements from 
Madras. He and Stringer Lawrence had, by drilling the 
Madras sepoys and teaching them to fight '* in the European 
manner, created a body of Jir&ve t disciplined, devoted soldiers. 
Give now determined to raise a battalion of sepoys in Bengal: 
and he found willing recruits among the soldiers of fortune— 
Patha j is, Uohillas, Jnts, Rajputs, and even Brahmins, who Wi 
followed the Mohammedan conquerors into Bengal. Having 
enlisted some two or three hundred, he formed them hi to a 
corps and furnished them not only with arms and accoutre- 
meats, but with the British military uniform of the day some- 
whaL modified. Tie appointed a British officer to com maud 
the new corps and British non-commissioned officers to drill 
anil discipline them as regular troops. The First Regiment 
of Bengal Native Infantry was called from its equipment the 
Lai paltan or " Hed Regiment," a name which it long 
maintained. 1 This was the origin of the Bengal Native Army 
- an army to whose bravery and devotion the expansion of 
British dominion in India from the swamps of Bengal to 
the Himalayas is mainly due. 

Menaced by an, overwhelming force, Clive decided that 
the best strategic plan was to protect Calcutta in the field 
and to prevent as long as possible a direct attuck on the 


1 Grme, VoL ]J r| p. 127 

H^ ^w „ flqanff0n; JWHlblv Tilth Mine contusion uf plated nr pStoLa!— 
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fort, He therefore occupied a position a mile northward 
of the town and half a mile from the bank of the river* It 
was well chosen, as the salt water lake then came up to within 
a mile of the Mnhratta ditch, and an enemy coming from 
the northward could not pass round to invest Calcutta except 
through that interval, and consequently within sight of the 
British camp. 1 Ives mentions an incident which illustrates 
the condition of what is now a populous and prosperous portion 
of the City of Palaces : 

" While the colonel was in search of a proper place for an encamp¬ 
ment, a wild buffalo ran at his guard; and although the Srpot; it 
attacked, discharged his musket bail into its body, and ir reived 
it on his bayonet, yet the creature killed the man, and made oJL 
The wild huff aloes are here very large ; they exceed the largest ox 
ill England, and have legs remarkably thick and sLrqng.” a 

On January 28, 1757, Clive wrote from 11 Camp on B&rnagut 
Plain 1S to Select Committee, Fort St. George: 

" We have fortified a great lank near Damagut with high hanks 
which command a very extensive plain ; we haw likewise erected 
two batteries T one advanced towards Dum Durst Bridge and another 
to the river side to keep our communication open with the river ; 
in short we are in a very good condition to act dcfmsitdy against 
his whole army, and when the other forces arrive hopo to finish every¬ 
thing by a decisive stroke," * 

He was looking forward to the arrival of the troops from 
Bombay. In the same letter he mentions that the Marlborough^ 
which had been so long missing, had arrived with the Field 
Artillery and stores on board. Eight days before Clive bad 
written to Watson ; 

" You are very sensible. Sir, that with sickness and oLher accidents 
how far this fora; falls short of what was intended to acL offensively 
against the Nabob of Bengal; Indeed at present nothing buL our 
strong situation can enable us Lo act against him at all. L must 
therefore request the favour of you. Sir, to land tile King's forces 
and to lay your commands on the officer who commands them to 
put himself tinder my orders * assuring you at lhe same time that 
whenever you think ft for the* good af the service to recall them, 
upon signification thereof to me by letter, they shall be returned/' * 

1 Orme, Vol. IL f p, 128. Broome, p. 02. 

* Ives, p. MO (note). 1 Howls MSS. 

* Letter irons Go lorn I dive in Camp to Admiral Wat&on, January 2*h 1757* 

Powb MSS. 
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Next day the Admiral wrote : 

" I have received your favour of yesterday's dale, enclosing me 
a return of your little army, and desiring the King's forces may be 
sent to join you, I cannot help thinking the number of your own 
troops are too few even to ael defensively against the Nabob, there¬ 
fore [ have given orders tu the captains of the several ships to dis¬ 
charge their troops, and have directed f.nplaiti Weller to join you, 
and put himself under your command until further orders.” 1 


Writing to Mr. Pigot on January 25, Clive says: 

At last the King's troops are put under my command during 
the Admiral's pleasure {or rather during mine if 1 InsisL upon my 
right). It had been he Her for the service they had never come and 
I had the like number of Company's in their room." * 


Clive knew how to humour the brave and generous sailor 
and to deal with his pretensions to interfere with the land 
operations. But for the weak and disunited Select Committee, 
whose chief object was to possess themselves of the independent 
power with which he was invested, he could feel nothing but 
contempt. On January IS the Select Committee informed 
turn that they considered it 

" our duly to require you as follows: 

■ J That you recede from the independent powers given vou by 
I Committee of fort Saint George as Coimminder-in-Chief of 
their land forces, and subject yourself to the orders of this Presi¬ 
dency. 

■■ That you strictly comply with and follow whatever plans nt 
military opera lions the Select Committee of fort William may judge 
proper f.o point nut, and that you do noL think of making any treaty 
of peace or accommodation with the Subah without their concurrence 
and approbation, 

" Jhal you remain in Bengal with the troops under your com¬ 
mand Until honorable and advantageous terms can be obtained from 
the Subah. and that when circumstances will admit or your leaving 
us, the number of men necessary for our defence be submitted Lo 
our determination, in which we riiall give due attention to the exi¬ 
gencies of the gentlemen at Fort Saint George," 3 


-ii tfl Colonel IHlve, dated HALS. AW January 

Pnvrii^tuss * rnm Colmiel Mr - dated Ciimp, January 25 t 17i>7.—. 

t 3 LctE 7 # Committee, Fort %VMlnm* to Gnbiwl dive, dated 

January 18, ITdl. * 
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Clive in Ills reply says : 

" What I have had Lhe honor to represent to the Board, I now 
take an opportunity at repeating in writing, that I do not intend to 
make use of my power for acting separateJy from you without you 
reduce me to the necessity of so doing, but a* far as concerns the 
means of executing those powers you will excuse me. Gentlemen/ 1 1 

Though eminently and decisively firm, Clive was never 
obstinate. He saw his goal with a vision steady and clear, 
but he had likewise the faculty which enabled him with rapidity 
and boldness to alter liis design, and adapt it to the circum¬ 
stances of the hour. He realised 1,1 the immense consequence 
of Bengal to the Company, 1 " and he determined to conclude 
matters either bv a treaty or by war. But there w ere strong 
reasons why war was undesirable, Clive considered it most 
hazardous to engage with liis slender force the vast host of 
the enemy, Anri there was every probability of the French 
co-operating with the Nawab. An offer ** of neutrality in 
the Canges 71 had been made la them on the condition that they 
joined the English against the Nawab, but this had been 
declined. They and the Dutch, however, were willing to 
act as mediatory - But Clive was strongly averse to accepting 
the French proposition. The admiral was inclined to accept 
the mediation of the French, hut not that of the Dutch, He 
wrote : 

,a l own I uni not so very averse to our putting some confidence 
in the French, who I think would he glad at this juncture not to 
embroil thtiu&eJvca, hut endeavour to make matters up between 
cn.tr Company ami the Nabob; ami should it appear necessary to 
choose a mediator, most certainly the French ought to be preferred 
to the Dutch, wlio an only a Republic, and I am persuaded wilt not 
have the same weight, neither can it be ■’O hem our able io oprsrtvrs,” 3 

On January *21 two Frenchmen, deputed by M + Renault, 
Director of the French in Bengal, arrived at Calcutta. They 
stated that they w^ere not accredited agents* but were willing 
to act as mediators and to forward to the Nawab the terms 
on which the Council w T ere willing to make peace* They 

1 Letter from Colonel Cltvc to Itic Sdoct Cum mil Icr, Fort William, dated 
Ciimp, January 20, 1757, 

s Letter from Admiral Watson to Colonel Clive, doled EES. Kent, January 
22 , 1757 . 
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were told the terms had already been sent to Co}a Wajed 
(Khwaja Wa|id) T a wealthy Armenian merchant resident at 
Hugli and Chandemagore, who was employed by the 
Nawab in his negotiations with the European powers. On 
the 26th Clive informed Bigot that the Naw^ah's «private 
Minister” had sent a messenger to him desiring that I 
would send a trusty person with our proposals intimating 
that the Nabob was desirous of settling matters in a private 
manner without the mediation of the French*” Clive asked 
the Select Committee to send their proposals fully explained, 
that they might be laid at once before the Nawab. He was 
desirous of returning to Madras, the field of his former 
triumphs, and striking again his old foes, h " Be persuaded, 
he wrote, I long most earnestly to have the Peace 
eluded, and, if in time, shall desire the Admiral In rail at 
Vizagnpatam that we may have a slap at Bussy if near at 
hand. 11 At the close of a postscript he says : 

Ti Ten thousand men under the command ol Ihe Nabob's brother 
crossed the river the day before yesterday. They are at a place 
called Cowgauche about 1ft miles from our camp. They have 30 pieces 
of cannon, which we probably may give a good account of i[ they 
come near enough/' 1 

On January 30 the N&wab’s army began to cross the river 
about ten miles above HugJL The same day he wrote “ to the 
greatest of merchants, the model of true friends M. Renault, 
Director-General of the French Company/" thaL if he would 
aid him and send the ships of war “ to punish this faithless 
people and chase them from this country he would load him 
with marks of his good will.” 

" I abolish for ever the annual Imposts on your commerce, and 
I give you the right to establish a mint at Cheudemagnre. I will 
demand a firman for this from the Jighi of the presence, the greatest 
and purest, the Emperor of Delhi, and will srnd It L& you. Until 
the arrival of the firman I will give you a porurona, with my seal* so 
that you may exercise these two privileges with perfect tranquillity 
of mind.” 

But fortunately the model of true friends did not assist 
the Nawab, and the French lost a good opportunity of crippling, 

i LEtLer [Tom Colonel Clive to Mr. Plg.cit, doted Camp, Jemiury 2%, llfSZ 
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if Dol crusting, tlieir rivals. On February 1 Clive lvroLe “ To 
the Honble Secret. Committee for affairs of the Honble United 
Comp'' of Merchants of England trading to the East Indies !? 
that 

" A second oDit has been made to the French of a neutrality in 
tin. Ganges and without the condition we formerly insisted upon ul 
tin ti joining us against Hie Nahoij, As yet we have had no answer 
from them, but 1 think the proposition too advantageous for tlieiu 
to decline, unless indeed the Gentlemen uf Cbandimagore should 
not be vested with powers Lo enter Into engagements ol such a nature, 
which I sometimes suspect/* 1 

Two or three days after, Clive wrote to liis father: 1 

1 wrote you last by the Ctaalerfield t and acquainted you with 
my being jusL ready to set out upon the expedition to Bengal. 
1 have now the pleasure to inform you that we all are safi ]y 
arrived, and that success has intended our arms hitherto by ,* a 
and land. Calcutta is retaken and fortified ; and some Lime 
ago. the second city in this province 1 was taken by storm and 
plundered. 4 

" We m encamped wllh our little army : and the Nabob is at 
Ihu hear! of forty thousand men to give us bailie, [ am In hopes 
everything wLU he concluded to Lhe Company’s advantage. 1 * though 
not in so glorious a manner as I could wish/ For more particulars 
1 must refer you to Mr. MabboL 

‘ It is not possible to describe Uic distresses of the inhabitants 
of Ihis once opulent and great town. It must be many years before 
it is restored to its farmer grandeur. It is computed Lire private 
Losses amount to upwards of two millions sterling. 

” E niy health better than could bo expected, and think 

my nervous complaint decreases, Mrs. Cliw was very welt when 
I last heard from her, which whs the fourth of last month. 

Colonel Lawrence is Governor of Si. David's during my absence. 

T believe It won Ini be no difficult matter to get appointed from home 
Governor of this place ; but II would be neither agreeable to me 
nor to my advantage. I hear Lily wish in Lhese perilous and uncer¬ 
tain times all toy money was in England ; for t do nol think it safe 
here ; no one knows what the event of war may be in these parts. 
My toss by the capture of Calcutta Is not less than £2 h 5£i0; so that 
hitherto I am money oat of pocket by my second Lrip to India. I 
hope Lhe end may crown ail/ 1 

L Letter tfnrr- Colonel (Jive to the Secret Committee* London, dated Giunp 
□n Rarnngor? Plain, Fcbrtutfy 1 F 175?. 

1 Fowls MSS, 

3 HogUn 

4 dive estimated the value of all that wsb taken an a be and a hall ul rupees 

—M 5 . 000 , ^ 
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On February H the advanced guard of the Nawab’s array 
i,vas seen maielung in the direction <4 Calcutta, Small parties 
entered the northern part of the town and began plundering 
an d burning. 5 About noon Le Beau me, who had been given 
a cap tain' s "commission few bis gallantry at the siege of Cal¬ 
cutta, was sent with a small force to drive them out, which 
he effected with rapid success. 

“ Tn the evening the major part ol the troops advanced towards 
the enemy to discover their situation and whether they were making 
any lodgment that could disturb us; whereupon a cannonading 
ensued which was soon discontinued as night came on, when both 
parties re Lamed to Lhrir respective camps.” * 

That evening Clive received a letter from the Nawab stating 

*< This place being unfit for encamping my army, for this reason 
niv forces haw marched forward and are encamped in Oinichund s 
garden. Let rot this give you any uneasiness. Your busbies* is 
with me, Rest contented and send me your relation and the other 
person whom you shall depute to settle affairs with me as soon as 
possible. 1 swear by God und His Prophet that no evil shall happen 
LO Lliem. 1 * 

Clive determined to dispatch Messrs. Walsh and Scrafton 
to him with the proposals of the Select Committee. The 
deputies started the next morning, and on reaching Nawab- 
gang, a village six miles to the north, which was the appointed 
place of meeting, they found that the Natvab had followed 
his army and established his headquarters in Omichund’s 
garden within the Mahratt* ditch. They went after him, 
and in the evening they arrived at Uis camp. Scrafton wrote 
at the time an account of what took place : 

" l?ebr. -I, 1757, at seven in the evening, the Soil ball gave them 
audience in Omichund's garden, where be alTected to appear in great 
state, attended by the best looking men amongst his officers, hoping 
to intimidate them by so warlike an assembly. After the first com¬ 
pliments, they were desired to retire, and acquaint his ministers 
with their proposals. Prior to any accommodation, they Insisted 
on the SDubah*s returning to the place from which he hod first offered 
to Lreat; but Lin ding the minister shuttled with them, they desired 
a private conference with the Soubali: but his Excellency, judging 

i Admiral \YaLtort to lUo Ntn/vuL,. dated February l, 1757. 

■Extract from " A Journal nf lie Proceeding ol the Troops command 
jyi LI.lUcnEwt-Cotonel Robert Give on the Expedition to Bangui* 1 " 
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From hib own treacherous disposition, was so firmly persuaded that 
they had privaLe arms about them and wanted to assassinate him, 
that he to aid by no means be brought to trust himself alone with 
them ; so that, finding Liu- Sou ball only intended to amuse them 
bn expected their return in the morning, with full powers to flnish 
every thing ; and desired, before they quitted lhe ramp, they would 
go to the tent of Jaguisrat's agent/ who had something In com- 
municate to them that w'oukl he very agreeable to lhe Colonel/* 1 

S lira] ah Dowla had* hnwever, given orders to detain them 
there, as he intended to assault the fort next day, “ but sus¬ 
pecting his design they put out their lights* pushed forward, 
and soon gained the camp- 11 They at once reported to Clive 
what had taken place, and they assured him they thought: 
the Niawab was not sincere in his intentions for peace, anti 
that he meant treachery, Clive acted with his usual energy 
and decision. fct I went immediately on board Admiral Wat¬ 
son’s ship, and represented to him the necessity of attacking 
the Nabob without delay ; and desired the assistance of four 
or five hundred saifors to carry the ammunition and draw 
the artillery ; which he assented to. The sailors were landed 
about one o’clock in the morning. About two the troops 
were under arms* and about four they marched to the attack 
of the Nabob’s camp.’ 1 & The troops under arms numbered 
470 rank and file, 800 seapoys, six field-pieces* one howitzer 
and 70 of the Train, besides the above body of seamen (600) 
half of whom were employed in drawing the guns, while the 
other half bore arms.* 1 1 The Naw&b’s force consisted of 
40,000 men, including 18,000 cavalry, 40 guns, and 50 elephants/ 

1 JaffutKaf? agent, J 4 ig.it Seth, Merchant of Ehe World, the title of a great 
firm of Hi mJ i.i baokas ot MursMd&bud. 

1 * RaHecElanft on Hie Government of fndosian ■ with n Short Sketch of the 
History af Bengal, from MBC€GXX3£VIl t to MDCCLVL; nhd an Awnnt 
of the Engball Affairs to EWDCCLVUL, by Lufee Scraiton, The title of 

tli-e other imprint run^ ■ " Reflections * , . from the year 173P to 1756: 

Hud an Account of the English Affairs to 1758,” rle. 

1 Clive'* Evidence^-Flrst Report of the Committee of the House of Commons. 
,U A Journal of the Proceedings of the Troops commanded by Lieutenant* 
Colonel Robert Clive on the Expedition to Bengal/ 1 Eyre Coote in his Journal 
states, February 5: " A bant one in the mumin^ we were joined by 600 sailors 
from the squadron under the command of Captain Warwick, and soon after 
marched to atLnck Lhc Nabob** camp, our force being 5(MJ rank and lilo In bat- 
lidlon, SOU teapoys* 600 sailor^ six field pieces, one cchom and 60 artillery men/ 1 
1 ScruUod stutei ih-M “ lhc Soubub's army consisted of at icq it eighteen 
thousand horse and sixty thousand foot with forty pipe*** heavy turnon/ 1 
p. PS. 
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His best troops and his battering train lay in OmichumTs 
garden, 

Clive’s plan of operation, bold as it was skilful, was first, 
to attack the enemy's camp, which was scattered over a great 
extent of ground to the eastward of the Mahratta ditch, march 
through iU until they reached a high cause way leading through 
some swampy rice-fields across the ditch* Clive knew the 
causeway was barricaded, but he determined to carry the 
barricade by assault, and then counter-march on the inner aide 
i>f the Mahratta ditch* attack OmichumTs garden in the rear 
and, having spiked the enemy's battering train, capture the tent 
of the N&wab. Ormc expressed a decided opinion, which has 
been accepted by biographers and historians, that the column 

Jl ought to have assembled at Perrlng's Redoubt* which is not bait 
a mile from Gmichund's garden, la which they might have marched 
from the redoubt* in a spacious road, capable of admitting 12 or 
15 men a-brrast, on the left exposed indeed to the annoyance of match¬ 
locks from some enclosures* where, however, cavalry could not acL ; 
but their right would have been defended by the rampart of the 
Morattoc ditch * contiguous to which the road lies ; and their only 
danger would have been in front, from onsets of cavalry, and tlie 
discharge of what pieces of cannon the enemy had got near the 
garden.” 1 

The answer is obvious. O’ Clive had folio wed this route 
he would have left the Nnwab an ample outlet to withdraw 
his cannon and troops and foin his main body. Give’s object 
was by his daring conception to gain a decisive victory. The 
plan demanded instant action, and about an hour before dawn 
he put his force in motion. 

11 One hall of the Sipahis were in advance, then followed the 
European Battalion,, the Grenadiers of Lhe King's and Company's 
detachments leading; after them came Lite Artillery, the guns drawn 
by the sailors, and the ammunition carried by the Lascars,—ami 
to prevent the latter from throwing away their Loads, they were 
guarded all round by the remainder of the sailors, who also formed 
a protection to the guns “ the rear was brought up by the remaining 
half of the Slpahis r Tr a 

* Ornie, Yol. JI M pe*. 134—135* Ormc makes two strange E rrors. IT Ihr 
troops marched Inside the ditch their Jell would have been defended by the 
rampart and Uidr right exposed to the matchlock men. 

a 11 History of the Rise and Process of Lhe Bcnfal Army/' by Captain Arthur 
Broom r, p. U7. Qriilt 1 , VflL IL, fi, 131* 
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Eyre Coote marched sit the head of the grenadiers imme¬ 
diately in the rear of the sepoys, and Clive himself took post 
by the European battalion. The column began its march at 
4 a*m. t and at G a.m. it approached the enemy’s camp and 
struck si^me of their pickets, who opened a brisk fire of match¬ 
locks and rockets. A rocket struck a sepoy's cartouchdjox, 

" which blowing tip. communicated the mischief to several others, 
and the dread of ealflimg HiEs fire threw the whole division Into 
confusion: fortunately none of the emmy were at Lund to take 
advantage of It, and Captain Coote, who marched at the heart oi 
ti u- grenadiers, Immediately tn the rear of the Sepoys, rallied them, 
and restored the line of march. iH 1 

The column pressed onward, but though morning had 
broken* one of those thick mists which prevail at that season of 
the year lq Bengal, and are peculiar in their intensity, shrouded 
the place. For more than an hour the troops tramped slowly 
forward. The fog grew more intense, and rendered objects 
at the distance of two or three yards ns invisible as in a dark 
night. The guides lost their way, and instead of leading the 
troops on to the Navab’s headquarters, as Clive intended, 
they turned too much to the left and took them on to the 
southward into the midst of the enemy's camp. 3 Knowing 
not where they were going* they had conic in line with Qmh 
ehimd's garden when they heard the thunder of many hoofs, 
and they saw through the dense mist a large body of horse* 
1L almost within reach of bayonet.* 1 It wag the Nawab’s 
guard, u select body of Persian and Mogul horsemen, who 
were stationed near his quarters, but outside the ilitrh, lfc They 
were received with so much coolness and such a regular lire 
that few of them escaped*” 1 The darkness grew more intense 
and broken only by the Hashes of the muskets of the platoon 
firing to the right and left, and of the field-pieces firing otifc- 

1 Orate, YoL II., p, VJ2, Eyre Coote in Ills Journal states: dJ A shower 
of farrows cumr umunjJ us with sunn? flre-rotketi, unc uf which linfurLunnnfly 
fell on mu 1 nf the Ccnnp^s grenadiers i. wLll* mrc in my rear) and bhw up 
almost Ihif whuli- platoon/" lvts ; *■ Wo IdeI upwards of flfty men In this 
action ; a plutimn of tin? company’* grenadiers bring blown before day 
by a. shower of tbo enemies arrows vriLh Ore-rockets farting upon them, widen 
ict lire to tlii' powder tbut tLcy curried In Ui^if pock*-: 5i. ,jr 

* Ives, p, 112. Orme dots not mention this important futL 

3 “Journal of the Expedition to Bengal, from October id, 175 b. lg February 1S, 
l75?/ f kept by one of Cokmi-I Gilve'a famitj* 
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wardly anti forward in order to dear their front. After a 
tramp of about a mile, the detachment reached the cause¬ 
way* The leading sections of the sepoys clambered up the 
ascent, and* facing to the right, were on the point of rushing 
the barricade when some round shot rame crashing through 
their ranks and killed several of them. The gunners in the 
rear not knowing of this change of front had continued their 
fire. The foremost sepoys sought shelter by jumping into 
the ditch the other side of the causeway* and those in the 
immediate rear followed their example* When Clive heard 
what had taken place he ordered the whole line to continue 
crossing the causeway, but to halt immediately they had passed 
it. 1 In descending into the ditch they lost ail semblance ol 
cohesion. While Clsvc was re-forming them into a column 
of attack to storm the barricade, two heavy guns from a filial] 
bastion on the ditch revealed their position by opening sud¬ 
denly with canister shut* which swept through the mass. 
Twenty Europeans fell- A second discharge, and more it 1 !!. 
The situation had changed. It was useless to attempt to 
storm the barricade. Clive gave the order to march forward 
to a high road a full mile and a quarter to the south, which, 
running parallel to the causeway, also crossed the Mahratta 
ditch. Between the causeway and the road the land was 
laid out in small rice Helds, divided by embankments. About 
9 A.M-, the sun growing stronger* the mist rose and the enemy 
saw a small body trudging across n muddy, naked plain. 
Swarms of their horse followed them and hovered about on 
all sides of them. Fresh gnus opened on them, Clive, who 
had his aide-de-camp and secretary killed by his side, bravely 
rallied his mem He sent platoons to the right and left, which 
kept the horsemen at a distance, and he had the Reid-pieces 
hauled over the banks by the sailors to give them a salute. 
Two Reid-pieces broke down arid had to be abandoned. The 
troops marched on slowly. At 10 a.m, the road was reached. 
The foremost files formed column to force the passage of the 
ditch, which was defended by a strong body of horse and foot 
posted in front of it. For a time the attack was checked, 

1 Griiie, VdL II., p. 132. 
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The enemy's troopers pressed hard upon on e of the field-pieces, 
it being at some distance from Hie battalion. Ensign York, 
with n platoon of Adlereron*s regiment, was sent to rescue it. 
When he arrived on the scene, A ‘ he drew up his platoon in 
the rear of it, and by keeping a constant fire secured the gun 
till it ms drawn to I he front/" 1 With its arrival the lea ding 
platoons opened fire, the enemy’s force dispersed in flight, and 
the Ilritibh detachment crossed the Mahrattn ditch. Clive's 
first objective was to surprise the Nawab's headquarters. 
But this design, like Colonel Wellesley’s attack on Tippoo's 
outpost, was frustrated by the troops being led. owing to 
the darkness, in the wrong direction and getting into eon- 
fusion in the gloom. Far too much has been made of both 
incidents* 

After crossing the M&hratta ditch, lor Clive to change the 
direction of his advance and to attack the Nawab’s quarters 
was 1 iiit of the question. lie would have had to march a tong 
the Mahrattii ditch for more than a milt with hi* Ranks exposed 
to the fire of guns on its parapet. His small force, fatigued 
by its long tramp tlnough the mire, and weakened seriously 
by continuous fighting, could not make certain of decisive 
victory. Clive therefore marched his troops along the broad 
rtnid which led directly to Fort William, where they arrived 
a little after eleven. “In the afternoon we set out for the 
comp, which we reached by 7 in Lhe evening/ 5 a The enemy's 
loss in the action was 

" by the best accounts 1300 killed and wounded Including twenty- 
two officers, some of which were of great distinction ; upwards of 
500 horse were counted upon the spot wlEh four elephants and a 
number of camels, catlie, etc. The lo*s on our side amounted to 
twenty-seven killed in the battalion nnd seventy wounded, twelve 
seamen killed and as many w r ounded p eighteen stt&poijs killed tuid 
fifty-five wounded/ 1 

The British loss, considering the smallness of the force, 
was heavy—27 soldiers, 12 sailors, and 18 sepoys killed; 
70 soldiers, 12 seamen, arid 55 sepoys wounded. l ' It was 
the wannest service I ever yet was engaged in/" Clive wrote 


1 Journal &l Eyre Coute, 
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to hb father* Ll The attack failed in its main object, owing 
to a natural event which could not be anticipated i but the 
boldness of design and vigour of execution terrified the Nawab, 
who the following day moved out into the open plain and 
expressed his readiness to negotiate, 71 

On February 6 Clive, in a brief note to the Secret Com¬ 
mittee announcing tlie engagement, stated; 

EJ The Nabob has decamped with his whole army, has wrote me 
a letter that he will comply with all our dunauds except a sum of 
mum y for the inhabilanls, Ml*. that he win put ns in possession of 
every thing granted by Lhe royal phirmaund, liberty to fortify Fori 
Willi am as we please* and the liberty or a mint. He concludes with 
desiring me to Mgn these proposals, and that he will sign and seal 
them mmedlatdy. that he will send me a seerpo/t, 1 elephant and 
iewells " 

Clive also informed Watson of the Nawab s letter* The 
following night the admiral wrote i 

ee I am now fully convinced the Nabob's let let was only to amuse 
us, In order to cover his retreat and gain time till he is reinforced, 
which may be attended with very falnl consequences, For my 
oavu part* 1 was ol opinion that atliicldng his rear when he was march¬ 
ing offi and forcing him to abandon his cannon, was a most neces¬ 
sary piece of service to bring Slim to an accommodation ; for till 
he is wed threshed* dan’L, Sir, flatter yourself he will be inclined 
to peace* Let us therefore not he overreached by his polities, buL 
make use of our arms* which me more to be deptmded on, and i 
dare say w 111 he much more prevalentthim any treaties or negotiations/* 

Two days passed, and Clive* fearing that the admiral 1 s 
suspicions might prove correct* wrote a peremptory letter to 
Kao jit Rai, Jagat Seth's broker* who had accompanied the 
Nawab and was conducting the negotiations: 

,p i am surprised that the Nabob and you trifle. 1 observe that 
you are not inclinable to agree to our proposals, God is my witness 
Lhctt my actions have been open and generous, and that my lii- 
clmallous are for Peace. I now send you Lhe articles wrote fair. 
Let the Nabob sign * agreed r to uacb separate arLicle In the manner 
that 1 have upon the copy. If this is done there shall be Peace* if 
not, do not concern yourself further in this afTair. War must Lake 
its course*** 

The letter had the desired effect. On February 9 the 
Nawab wrote to the Admiral : 

1 Siirapd —rube of honour- 
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at The articles which were sent to me I hove returned# signed 
hy myself, the Kinghs duon, 1 my own dutui, and the Bukhahi* of my 
army. I should be glad If you would confirm lliis treaty by a paper 
under your hand and seal, as the Colonel has done. I have in the 
most solemn manner called God and the Propbels to witness that 
l have made Peace with the English. As long as 1 have life I shall 
esteem your enemies as enemies to me, and will assist you to Lhe utmosL 
of my power whenever you may require it.” 

The Admiral replied : “ The paper of agreement to the 
treaty on my part 1 send you herewith, done in the manner 
you desired it, signed with my hand and sealed with my senL” 3 

Fly the terms of the treaty signed on February 9 the Mawab 
agreed to restore to the Company all their factories, and to 
confirm all privileges granted by the Imperial Court at Delhi * 
Lo hand over to them the villages# thirty-eight in number# 
which they had been allowed to purchase by the Emperor 
Farokshah (Farrukhangsr), but of which they had not re¬ 
ceived possession; 1 to permit them Lo fortify Calcutta and 
to coin money; also to permit goods with their dustin'!* (das- 
tak) or permit# to pass Free throughout Bengal. Be liar, and 
Orissa, By the third article it was proposed that not only 
all the effects belonging to the Company, their servants and 
tenants should be restored# hut k ’ what has been plundered 
and pillaged by hi* people shall be made good by the pay¬ 
ment of such a sum of money as his justice shall think 
reasonable. 1 ' The Nawab, however, agreed only u to restore 
whatever has been seized and taken by my orders and 
accounted for in my Sin canny#” or hooks of his government* 

The omission in the treaty of any mention of compensation 
for the loss of private sufferers# some of whom had been mined 
by the pillaging of Calcutta, created great dissatisfaction 

1 The kind's dnun or Mart ui —chief ulticef uppuinlrcJ by llic Mogul Emperor* 

* BakhsM^ puyninsUT. 

a “ I, Chart™ Watson, etc.* rtc, + In thn mime of HU Brilumiic Majesty, and 
in iht presence of God and Jegns Christ, do solemnly declare, that I will faith¬ 
fully observe and maintain the Peace concluded on the Oth of February, 1757, 
between Ihe Sou baht) ur, et c. w and the English in evrry part and nrtkte Ihcrcof. 
And thuiL mj. lung as the Sonbnhdar, etc., shnil abide by his promlseH, and the 
articles signed by him, I will utftays loot upon his enemies as Ilie enemies ol 
my nation, anti when called upon, will grant him nil the nssirtnnce In my pewer.” 
—Ives, p. ill* 

* Tiielr purchase was the privU^es granted to the English tm account 

ul Mr. Hamilton, the surgeon, having cured the Emperor* 


363 The Life of Lord Clive 

and led to the treaty being severely criticised, Clive was 
charged with having been guilty of undue haste in concluding 
itn But those who criticised Clive did not realise how di(li¬ 
eu It mad complex were the problems which now confronted 
him. In a private letter to the Chairman of the Court of 
Directors he stated the grounds on which he acted with great 
force and clearness. 

J4 If I bad euELSuJUi! the intermit and reputation of a soldier. Use 
conclusion of this Peace might easily have been suspended, I know, 
at the same time, there are many who think I have been too pre¬ 
cipitate in the conclusion of it ■ buL surely those who are of this 
opinion never knew that the delay of a day or two might hove ruined 
the Company's affairs, by the junction of the French with the Nabob* 
which was on Lhe point of being carried into execution. They never 
considered the situation of affairs on the Coast, and the positive orders 
sent rue by the Gentlemen there* to ret urn with the major part of 
the forces at all events ; they never considered that*, with a war 
upon: the Coast and fti the province of Bengal at the same Lime, a 
trading company could not subsist without a great assistance from 
the Government ; and last of all,, they never considered that □ long 
war, attend til through the whole course of it with success and many 
great actions, ended at last with the expense of more than fifty foes 
of rupees Lo the Company/' 1 

The policy and letter were alike statesmanlike. It marks, 
a period in the career of Clive. The commanding temperament, 
and far-seeing vision which made him a great Captain were 
now to enable him to effect brilliant Lriuniphs of policy and 
legislation. Clive's critics* as he stated in the letter, had 
not considered the situation of affairs on the coast. England 
and France were at war, and the Madras Government was 
urgently pressing him to return with the force under his com¬ 
mand. But Ihe troops could not return to Madras until 
Calcutta had been placed heyond danger from the French at 
Chandernagorc. If he left Bengal* the government of the 
province would be left iri the feeble hands of Mr. Drake and 
the Select Committee, The violent friction between the 
Select Committee and the Madras Government caused him 
to recognise the need of a central authority. There was no 
bond which held together the three Presidencies* and the 
absence of a supreme executive power boded grave danger 
1 loiter Iroiu Hakawt Olive io Mr, Payne* February 23* 1757. 
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to the Company* TJi« Governor of Pondicherry was Director 
GeneraJ of the East Indies, and Clive wrote to his iaLlier: 1 
um desirous of heing appointed tiovernor-General of India 
if -such an appointment should be necessary.’’ 

To his fat her i 

23 February 1757, 

IIuN'oi hhd Sir, Sinn 1 my bst I have thr> pleasure to acquaint 
jiju l,hr Nabob with 20 *UDO horst L and 3U,000 foul appeared En ■sight, 
of our camp at tlie distance of at tout a mile and a half and en camped 
near Calcutta Town, Ills situ a Lion obliged tne tu attack him, which 
1 dad at daybreak In the morning. Our success was very great, 
btin^ in bis vamp upwards of two hours, in which time we killed 
1 ? 3IJQ men and between 5 and G bundled horse with 4 elephants 
This blow has obliged the Nabob to decamp and to conclude a pence 
very honourable and advantageous to the Comp any p s iLlIairs + hy 
winch means they have a more promising prospect than ever. The 
Nabob sent me a jew*], Moorish dress and an elephant—the same to 
the Admiral, 

As this success has probably saved the Company, Lhis is a proper 
time to push my interest. 1 have written to my Lord Chancellor, 
the Archbishop* Mr. Fox, and my Lord Barrington r Secretary at 
War* to desire their Interest. I have likewise wrote to Messrs. Mnbhot, 
Drake and Payne. 1 am desirous of being appointed Governor-General 
of India if such an appointment should be necessary. I have opened 
myself a little to Mr. Mabbof ; however 1 would have you manage 
th^ affair with great prudence and discretion and not mentIan the word 
Governor-General without you Dud it hinted al by other hands. 
Consul! Mr. Bdcbler and don't make the contents ol Lhis letter known 
Lo anyone else but the Judge 1 and Mr + King. Consult them, 

1 his expedition is attended with nothing hut reputation ^ the 
last attack was the warmest service 1 ever yet was engaged In. 200 
men were killed and wounded, of which number our balirdion* con¬ 
sisting of auu men, had So killed and wounded ; my Mi ere L ary and 
aide-de-camp killed by me. I shall send you a journal ei our military 
proceedings, and I enclose you Ike letters to Great Men under Hying 
seals for your perusal and for your delivery, and beg you will not 
be too sanguine in yanr expectations or expressions. 1 have enclosed 
journals to Mr. Fox anil Lord Barrington. 

I expect to return very shortly to the Coast, as all Is over here. 

I have executed the conveyance you senL me, which you will receive 
by the Zteffupar, Make an apology to my friends for not writing 
them, t really have not time. My warmest wishes attend my 
mother, brothers and sisters, and I am, 

Your dutiful and affectionate Son T Hubert Cuvil. 

J " FrobaMy refers tu Lord Ifaitiwfcke." sap the editor of Jl Bengal In 
ifc>7 ' J : hut it la far more prubulilf that Ike judge wn£ Clive's unt^e Sk j-jlward 
Clive, J m Common Pleui T 1763-1770. 
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To TtIE AftCHb[5HOF OF CAXTEEllLmY ; 1 

May it please your Grace, 

The countenance your Grace was phased to shew me wtu n in 
England, has emboldened me to address a few lines to yum Grace, 
on the subject of the Easl-India Company. 

No doubt your Grace bus been acquainted with II tc rapture of 
the town of Calculi a, and of Fort-William, by the Moors, the principal 
settlement Ln the kingdom of Bengal, and of the utmosL consequence 
to the East-India Company. To give your Grace some idea of the 
richness of the place, the loss of private property only is valued at 
more than two millions sterling. 

When this unfortunate news arrived at Madras, the President 
and Council applied to Vice-Admiral Watson* for Ills assistance in 
re co wring the Company's rights* privileges, and possess Eons, in the 
province at Bengal; and for the purpose, ordered a large body of land- 
forces lo embark under my command ; and 1 have the pleasure to 
inform your Grace, this expedition, by sen and land* has been crowned 
with at! the success Lhat could be wished. 

Tlie town of Calcutta and Fort-William were soon retaken, with 
several other forts belonging to the enemy ; and* lasl of all, Hughly* 
the second city in the Bengal Nabob's dominions. This news brought 
down the Nabob, or Prince ol the country T at the bead erf twenty 
thousand horse, and thirty' thousand foot, twenty-five pieces of cannon* 
with a great number of elephants. Our lit lie army, consisting of 
seven hundred Europeans* mid twelve hand red Macks, armed and 
disciplined alter the English manner, lay encamped about the dis* 
lance of five miles from the town of Calcutta. On the 3rd of February 
the Nabob's army appeared In sight* and past our camp at tin 1 dU- 
lunce of a mile and a half, and encamped at the back of the town, 
about the like distance from Fort-William. Several parties of horse 
passed within four hundred yards of our advanced battery, but as 
we entertained great hopes of peace from the Nabob's promises, we 
did not lire upon Ih^nu 

On the 41b, agreeably lo the Nabob's desire* I dispatched two 
gentlemen lo wait upon him* in hopes everything might be seltlcd 
without drawing the sword ; but the haughtiness find disrespe ct with 
w hich he treated the m* convinced me that nothing could In- expected 
by mild measures. This determined us to attack bis camp m the 
night-time ; for which purpose 1 applied to Vice-Admiral Watson 
for five hundred sailors* to draw our cannon, i£c. which he yi ry 
readily complied wiLh ; and, at three o'clock in the morn big, our 
little army, consisting of six hundred Europeans* eight hundred blacks, 
seven field-pieces* and the sailors above-mentioned* set out for the 

1 The tetter to Lord Hordwteke is word for word the same as the hlltr 
to the ArdiifLhop. But Lt close* as fuilaws: ,J As yarn IxiftUhip herclofore 
honoured me with your favour uni protection, I flatter myself with the hopes 
of a eojitinufiiiee of It. and that if your Lordship thinks me deserving, ynur 
Lonhtilp will reeonunrnd me to the Court of Directors/' 
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CHAPTER XVII 


SIEGE AND CAPTURE OF CH ANDEAN AGO HE 

After the conclusion of a definite treaty the Nawab, accord¬ 
ing to Oriental custom* sent not only to Clive hut to the Governor 
and Admiral a jewel, a robe of honour, and an elephant, 1 
Drake and Clive accepted the gift as representatives of the 
Company. 

" Mr. "Watson p as representative of the King, refused to accept 
Lhe present; hut received Lhe 5oubah h s officers who brought them 
in 3 very polite manner on board the Keni t and displayed in them 
ills lower tyre of thirty-two pounders, of which they made li dreadful 
reporl to their master, who not conceiving any great liking to his 
new friends* marched with all haste to the capital s happily lor his 
subjects, somewhat humbled by his late defeat 

Itanjit Rill* the active agent of the great bankers, was 
the head of the mission. The French had given no answer 
to the offers of neutrality made to them, and Clive's policy 
was to prevail on the Nawab to suffer him to attack Chanda 
nagore at once. War between England and France had 
been proclaimed at Bombay, and he had a legitimate right 
to attempt the reduction of that fortified settlement,* The 
powers of the French ill Bengal having been crippled, he 
intended to return with some of the British troops to Madras, 
where the French squadron was daily expected. He dis¬ 
cussed the subject with llanjit Rai, “feut he had reason to 
think that he met with no advocate in him with regard to 
this point/ 5 and he selected another agent. 

* Scrotum &sys: M An elephant dress, and bead jeweU^ 

1 dome* Mill stales : M Jn rclnm to lhe Preach for that neutrality of theirs 
which Jtad saved the English, Clive a I the very moment of making peace with 
the Nabob, sounded him to know if he would permit Hie English to attack 
the srltlcment at dbandemagorc, fur which there ntall would bn lime before 
the setting In of the southern monsoon/' As the French hud given no answer 
to the offer of neutrality, the English had no const lt» be grateful for their 
forbearance. 

3 « 
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OmicluinH was, as Hoi well said, vindictive and implacable, 
but he was still more grasping ami avaricious. He had taken 
ample revenge on the English far the indignities he had suffered, 
and their expulsion from Calcutta appealed to hb avarice. 
When he was living under the protection of the English he 
kept up a treasonable correspondence with the Kawab, but 
when Fort \\ illiaiu was captured, a large amount of treasure 
was taken away from his house. As “ an eminent merchant of 
Calcutta, ■ the restoration of peace and the revival of the trade 
of the port was greatly Ln his interest. Omichund therefore 
ripened up communications with the fugitives at Fultm and 
did all in his power to encourage them to renew their inter¬ 
course with the leading Indian magnates. He was desirous 
of again winning the good will of the English, but when rumours 
reached him that they were about to return he thought St 
prudent to proceed to Murshidabad, where, first ingratiating 
himself with Mohim Lab the chief favourite of Sum j all Dowla, 
41 he soon acquired a degree of confidence and inltiuacw wiLh 
the Nawab himself; who nevertheless restored with a very 
sparing hand his effects which had been sieved in the general 
plunder and confiscation of the English property. Tt 1 Onii- 
chund accompanied Surajah Dowla in his advance on Calcutta* 

On January 19, 1757, the N&w&b’s army arrived a little 
above Hugh ; on January 20, “ at a Consultation,” the follow¬ 
ing resolution was passed : 

OMYCHUND his Behaviour during Lhe Siege of Calcutta, Ms 
Conduct since, and tile universal Notion that prevails of his having 
been aiding in the Councils of our Enemy* giving great room lo 
suspect bis having been directly or indirectly concerned In involving 
Lhc Settlement in the late Troubles. 

AGREED that all his Tenures Grounds and Effects he for the 
present attached and sequester' 1 1 and that all Ills perishable effects 
be sold by our Agents and the Amount deposited hi the Treasury 
till some determination come Lo concerning Omyclmnd 3 

On January 2B Omichund wrote to Clive : 

,fc God be praised that Calcutta is again restored lo Its former 
splendour by your arrival. Most Fortunate is their lot who serve 
you, but how unhappy Is mine who am secluded from your presence 

1 Onue, VoL II., p. 12S* 

a Bengal Public Proceedings, L, YoL XXIX., pp. 19-20. 
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by my confinement, which you must be acquainted with, T hope 
I lsat when I shall have the honour to be called to attend you l shall 
Eii; aide to find means to procure my liberty. At prraenL I under- 
aland 1 tie under your displeasure by means of some evil persons 
who have misreporled me to you/' " 1 have made it" he added, 
" the subject of my constant demotion that Cod would bring back 
my masters into the country. God has granted my prayers. How 
little I am deserving of blame will be evident when I appear before 
you. and then I shall have justice done me/' 

Whether Omichund was confined by the English or the 
Nawab* or whether it was a fable invented by him to justify 
LG presence with the hostile army, there is no means of ascer¬ 
taining. But from Urine we learn that he was present at the 
Nawab's durbar 011 February “ As the deputies were 
poing put , 11 says Orinc, “ Oniiehundt who had been present at 
the audience, advised them to take care of themselves ; adding 
with a vary significant look, that the Nabob's cannon, was not 
yet come up." In truth the depths of Omichund's knavery 
are unfathomable. It is impossible to say which of his treasons 
were single treasons and which double treasons P Orme writes: 
ilr Messages of negotiation continued, brought and tarried by 
Omichund and Rungeet Roy ; and, on the 9th of February a 
treaty wm concluded," The negotiations wer£ conducted by 
Ranjit Rai, hut that messages were brought and carried by 
Omichund before the treaty was concluded is not in accord 
with what CUve wrote to the latter on February lb *' I desire 
greatly to sec you, and have many things to impart to you. 
If yon can come to me for a short time you may do it with 
safety. No harm shall happen to yon, and you shall be at 
liberty to return whenever you please, in security." Omichund 
evidently accepted the invitation, for he accompanied Ranj it 
Rai on his mission, and bland, clear-headed, and imperturbable, 
be ingratiated himself with Clive as he had with Surajah 
Dowla. Clive tells us that Omichund accompanied Ranj it 
Rai 41 back to the Durbar and had particular instructions to 
sound the Nabob on the subject 1 of at taking Cliandemagore. 
Omichund returned with the following letter from the Nawab, 
dated February 14 : 

I have imparted to Omichund several particulars which he will 
fully ncipiaint you wit El I desire that when you despatch Mr. Walls 
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to Muxadavad you will send me 25 artillery .soldiers with him, and 
write upon a separate paper the Sr monthly allowance, which they 
shall duly receive from my Treasury with an additional gratuity 
when I give them their dismission. What more shall I write 7 '* 

The particulars were : r 

" that he had been Informed that Monsieur Bossy with a large army 
was coming and tit at some French men-ot-war were likewise expected, 
and that he desired we would prevent the French from entering his 
kingdom by land or water. As this was construed in some measure 
a permission for attacking the French in Gharaagure* a proper answer 
was wrote to the Nabob, and Mr. Watts accompanyed by Omichund 
was sent to urge the point." 1 

Many points without which the treaty was of very little 
consequence had to be adjusted, and the Select Committee 
selected Mr. Watts, il being well versed in the country lan¬ 
guage and in their politics and customs/* * to accompany the 
Xawali ;ls their agent at his Courts Watts was accom¬ 
panied by Omielmnd* 41 whose conduct in the late negotiations 
had effaced the impression of former imputations* insomuch 
that Air. Watts wm permitted to consult and employ him 
without reserve/* 

On February 18 the British troops crossed the river and 
encamped opposite to Bariiagal. The same day Watts wrote* 
front " Coss above Hughly/* * that ** Omichund is returned 
from Hughley and has had a meeting with Nimcomar, who 
is duan. and in the place of Fliousdar of Tlughley.’* 5 This 
is the first notice of one who has played so notorious a part 
in that great drama—the rise of British Dominion in India, 
It h strange that biographers and historians who have dis¬ 
cussed the most conspicuous incident in the respective careers 
of two cliief villains in that drama should not have attempted 
to form their judgment by a study of their whole official life 

1 Letter from Colonel CUvr to Seen-1 Commit Lee, London, dated "Camp 
opposite to Burnngu! t 22 Fehrunry* 1757/' 

‘Srmflon'H Reflections* p- 72- 

J Orme states that tha Nfiwab 11 recommend fd that Mr. Watts might he 
appointed the Company's representative at Ms Court ; choosing him from n 
persuasion Ibat hc was ^ meek man without guile/' The Nawab mou. dit- 
covered that Watts, being a diplomat, was not a simple child of nature. 

* Coss—In the greater purl uf Benu^l about two mllvs- 

1 Phonadar, Pm;dar —properly a military ram manner (P. fair/, a military 
force ; fatif-dur, one boldine such u force at bis disposal), or a military governor 
or a rlffilrici.—Hnhs-on-Jnbson, 
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Omiehimd. the PunJaliec banker, and Nuncomar (Nandkecmar)* 
the Bengali Brahmin, were well matched in ability, cunnings 
and treachery, but the Panjabi was the bolder scoundrel. 
Orjiiehuiid learnt From Nuncomar that messengers Imd arrived 
the day before from the Naw&b 

"with a present of a lack at rupees from Ih-u Nabob to the French 
Company, with orders. to Nuncomar to assist the French with ah 
his force* In case the English should attack Chandemagur, or if the 
French should attack Lhe English, to ass h L them In Lhe same maimer, 
lhaL there may he no quarrels or disputes in this country/" 

Watts adds: 

" Omichmid upon tills advises the at lacking of Qiandemagor 
Iniuu-dmUly. and not to be apprehensive of the Nabob, and says 
he is, certain that there is not above three hundred matchlockmen 
In Hugh ley, that he has concerted measures with Nuncomar, who 
has engaged Lo delay malLcrs* so as La prevent any assistance coining 
to the French from thu Nabob for these fourteen days or more, and 
lie says you may depend on it when you are once engaged wish the 
French no ostc will come lo the assistance of either party* Further 
Qmlchund lias promised In bi'bsdf of the English that if Nuncomar 
keeps m uter, and by his policy prevents any assistance arriving from 
the Nabob to the French, that we will then make him a present of 
ten or twelve thousand rupees, and use uur interest to continue him 
in Lhe government of FI ugh ley* if yon approve of giving this present, 
all that you have to say to the hearer of this letter is, Galaub qut Ftml, 
or - a rose flower 1 ; with which message Nuncomar will be satisfied 
thal you comply with Lhe agreement made by Om rebuild., who says 
tliat it Is not pleasing to him Lo acquiesce in such dLmoods, but he 
Llilnks the necessity of our affairs require it to prevent our intentions 
being misrepresented or further jealousies of us instilled into lhe 
Nabob, as this Is such a venal Government in which nothing Is to 
he iJTecltd without money nr n very superior force. Omlchuntl 
and I are of opinion that this money. If the man proves faithful 
(and not till then Is it tq he paid) will be we)J laid out. If you think 
otherwise give the bearer no answer anil do not mention the C iolauh 
FouL Omlchnnd says that the French are indebted to ,Jggjgut«at r s 
house upwards o| thirteen tack of rupees, which will at course I imagine 
prevent their engaging them sc Ives in our Interest. Om Schmid like¬ 
wise says, that Monickchund end Coja Wazed have obtained this 
favour Cor the French in his absence, but he hopes when we arrive 
In camp la overset their schemes. Fray mite mo by express cossids* 
end it yon agree to the terms proposed above, the Bramin who brings 
this, mil carry in future the messages Lo and fro between you and 
Nuncomar* 1 have wrote these particulars to you and no one else, 
therefore you will make what use of them you Lhink proper/" 
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The word “ Hose Jt was given and conveyed to Nuncomar* 
The Govetllor of one of the most important towns in Bengal, 
whose annual emolument was over £80*000, betrayed his 
sovereign for the paltry sum of a little more than £1,500. 

On February 21 Watts and Omichund came within reach of 
the N&waVs camp* about forty miles south of Miindiidabad. 
Sura]ah Dow la sent at once for Omichund and told him he 
Imd heard that the English had broken their agreement and 
were marching up the river. Omichund answered : “ From 
whom, Sir, did you get this information, and what part of the 
agreement is broken ? " The X&wab in rei.nrn wished to 
know 41 if such an unprecedented aet as fighting among the 
Europeans in the river had ever before been known. If any 
complaints were made to him was he not obliged to redress 
them ’? TT Omichund. with the ready tact of his race, answered 
that the English had heard that Hie Nawab had given Hugh 
to the French. Tills Oiiuchund knew was n Mae tumour, 
but he then proceeded to mention the proposals which the 
Nawub had so secretly made to the French* The English, 
he said, had also heard that he had given the French a lac 
of rupees and had promised to allow them to establish a mint. 
The English* he proceeded* were much concerned at what they 
heard. They wanted to discover what the French had done 
for the Nftwnb to merit such Favour. When the Nawab wanted 
their assistance they had refused it, while the English had 
agreed to aid him and would always render him assistance to 
the utmost of their power. Then he proceeded to a delicate 
subject which demanded cautious and careful handling. The 
English were surprised, be said* that the Nawab did not con¬ 
sider and reflect on what were the motives and reasons for 
Russy coming into this country with a large land force. Then, 
“with persuasion sweeter than honey on Ms lips/* Omichund 
told the Nawab 

' ihut be had lived under the English protection these forty years, 
thgL tie never knew them once to break their agreement ; to the 
truth nf which Omychaund took bis oath by touching a BrammVs 
foot : and that If a He could be proved in England upon any one, 
they were spit upon and never Lrusted. Upon tills the Nabob was 
(so) well pleased that though before lie had ordered Metr JaJIelr 
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liimsHI to the assistance ot the French, and proposed tv turning him¬ 
self, he counte rmanded that order and sent a message by Om yell Run cl 
to me to write to you that what men he had already sent down was 
only to garrison Hughley, and that he would give orders we should 
no l be molestML” 1 

The Nawab had written to Clive peremptorily forbidding 
an attack on Chandomagore. On February 22 Clive wrote 
to the Secret Committee of the Court : 3 

" We were in expectation at receiving very soon further encourage¬ 
ment from Mr. Watts for attempting Lht enterprise, but yesterday 
arrived letters from the Nabob absolutely forbidding hostilities 
against the French and declaring that he should consider all attempts 
against them as a violation of the treaty + and that he would assist 
them in such case with his utmost force. At the same time came 
in a request from the Govemoiir and Council of Chamagore lor a 
neutrality within the Ganges, which the Select Committee taking 
into consideration til ought It advisable to accede to rattier than risque 
a rupture with Llic Nabob. Accordingly an answer was returned them 
that it they were duly Impowered Lo conclude such an act, and could 
g[>f it guaranteed by the Nabob* we would come into IL on our pari, 
I wrote at the same time to the Nabob acquainUng him of our sub¬ 
mission to Ms orders, but that if by this means the French should 
hereafter he In such a state as to disturb his country he must lay 
the blame on himself,” 

On February 25 three deputies from Chandemagore ul- 
tmded a meeting nf the Select Committee at Calcutta, aiul 

“they were asked whether the Director and Council at Chancier- 
nagorc have power to con elude a neutral it 3’ which shall be binding on 
all Frenchmen within the prescribed limits, whether they can restrain 
the ships of the French navy train attacking ns, how far they extend 
the limits ol the Ginger whether the Council will Immediately send 
one ul their own body io the Dartar Lo get the Nabob's sanction* 
whether they will, until this is obtained, refrain from fortifying their 
town ; to these questions they asked time Lo reply hi writing." 

The deputies Fournier, Nical&aa, and Ll Conte sent an 
answer the same day from Calcutta Roads: 

iP Slating, in reply to the queries of the Council, that aU the Coun¬ 
cillors at Chandernagore are members of the Council at I'crndi cherry 

1 Let Ur rrnm Mr . Walt* to Hit" Select Consinlttce, dialed near Agadecp, 
February Lit, I7S7, - pm . P-5*—TIll- Ktibob is 12 mlks off, A& I have wroic 
this under a i ree in a hurry you will (I flalLer myself) excuse any tittle errors" 

■ LLdltr irom Colonel I dive lo The Hoabk Secret Ctdniiiiltee for Affairs 
of the Honblt U nil cl Company Merchants of Engtnod Lmdbig lo the East 
Xmdio'S——IT,*.] 11 Pi nppudte to Barnagul, February 22^ 17^7* 
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ami hence are able to con elude such ft treaty* which moreover is cou- 
lonnabJc to the orders of the Nawab, that the Council will order Mr, 
Law, the French Chief at t icjssimbazar* to obtain the Nuwabs guaran¬ 
tee II Mr. WalU will do the same on the part □! the English, that 
as the English can only protest il any of their command™ break 
the. engagement £n will the French, that they cannot suspend the 
works at Ghandcruagare, these being absolutely necessary for defence 
in case of any revolution/ 1 

The articles of a proposed treaty were drafted and ex¬ 
plained to the French deputies : 

" (i) Neutrality to be observed throughout Bengal during the 
presen L war between Knghmd nud France* (Uj this neutrality to extend 
to Cape Palmyras, {3} each party to send a copy in Persian to the 
Nawab who shall guarantee the treaty* (4) Lhe French will send a 
copy to Pondicherry lo be ratified by the Commander-General ol all 
Hit: French Settlements, ( r /l the English shall give In exchange n ropy 
signed by Admiral Watson,, (ti) until tln-se have been exchanged no 
act ol host Uily shall be committed." 

On March 2 it was "Agreed to write to Admiral Watson 
sending a copy of the treaty, explaining our reasons, asking 
his opinion and whether he will agree thereto on behalf ol 
His Majesty and lodge with us a confirmation of the treaty 
on his part.** The day after the Admiral wrote to the Select 
Committee that he could not confirm the treaty until it had 
been sanctioned by the Supreme Government at Pondicherry. 
The objections were perfectly sound, and Watson gives an 
adequate reason for not raising them sooner, 1 

11 I did suppose the Cmninftte* at Chari dernagorr was Invested 
with proper powers* to make and confirm snub a treaty ol themselves, 
iittn rwise I should not have listened to them as much as 1 did : But 
bind- J have been assured by the present deputies* they have not 
those powers, buL that the articles must Ik- sent to Pondicherry, to 
be there ratified and I can by no means Lhink ol agreeing 

Lo such a neutrality, whereby it is so evident, the French will have 
every advantages and we subject to every' uncertainty- Will they 
not reap immediate benefit by the neutrality as it now stands 1 And 
further shall we be certain of its being complied with, till it is returned 
from Pondicherry, ratified and confirmed by the Governor and Council 
there ? This appears to me, to be giving so sensible an advantage 

i E-lphiiistone writes: ,a Tboe .j-Cijwttons wt-rc perfectly well luLmibd, but 
thi‘y ou^hL Iq hnu. j been brought forward before Hw tcrmJi weiv to." 

—ElpTuiistcine, p. ^03. 
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Lo the French, without even a possibility of benefiting hy it ourselves 
IhQt, with regard to myselt, I cannot think of giving my consent 
to Us taking place, till such time we are certain it will be agreed to 
by Lhe Governor and Council of Pondicherry. 1 ' 

Tiie Select Committee “ Agreed to request the Admiral 
either to reconsider his objections to the treaty or to assist 
us with his squadron to attack Chandernagore without delay.” 1 
But Watson was obdurate, and at a meeting of the Select 
Committee on March 3 a letter was read from him 

“ repeating his belief that no Frenchman in India has power to con¬ 
clude a binding treaty and that therefore lie cannot consent to the 
treaty, also saying that ha cannot break his engagements with the 
Nfiwsih by attacking Chanderaagore untii liu has full assurance that 
The Nabob dors not intend to carry out his promises," 


Cliye was indignant at the want of regard shown by Watson 
lor the promises made by himself and his colleagues to the 
French and the Nawab. He wrote to Lhe Select Committee: 


If the neutrality bo refused, do but reiluct, gentlemen, what will 
be the opinion of the world of these our late proceedings. Did we 
iujI, in consequence of o letter received from the Governor and Council 
or Lhandernagore, making offers of a neutrality within tile Ganges 
in a manner accede to it, by desiring they would send deputies, and 
lliht we would gladly come into such a neutrality with them 7 And 
have We not since their arrival, drawn out articles that were satis¬ 
factory to both parties; and agreed, tliat sacli artictes should be 
reciprocalty signed, sealed, and sworn Lo'f What will the Nabob 
Ibmk, after the promises made him on our side, ami alter his con¬ 
senting Lo guarantee this neutrality ? he, and all the world will cer¬ 
tainly think, that we are men without principles, or that we are men 
of a trilling Insignificant disposition. It is therefore incumbent on 
us to exculpate ourselves, by declaring the real truth, that we were 
intlrely Ignorant of Mr, Watson's Intentions to refuse the neutrality 
in the manner propos'd, and selLled by us, and that we always thought 
turn of a contrary opinion, to what his letter declares, I am persuader! 
these must be the svnLimcnls of the gentlemen of the Committee or 
Hey never would have gone such lengths, as mus! expose them to 
the censure ot al] reasonable ami conscientious men/* 


CHve pointed out “ the situation of the Company’s affairs 
on the coast, the positive orders he hail received to return 
to Madras with a great part of the forces under his command 
the near approach of the monsoon, which would render return 

* Proceeding LU t Stlocl Coiumllhecp March 4, 1757. 
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impossible i and he insisted that if the treaty was not signed 
an 1 minediate attack should be made on Chandernagorc. 

You may be assured, Lhe Instant the French Find their oilers 
of neutrality re I use d F they will immediately assist the Nabob in all 
his designs against ns, if he has the least intentions of not complying 
with Uie late articles of peace ■ It may then he Loa late to wish Mr. 
Watson had been pleased to poy more attention to our representatioiis. 

11 Give me leave, gentlemen, further Lo represent f Lhat though 
Mr + Watson has done every thing Lhat could be expected From a 
brave and gallant man, and lias been greatly Instrumental towards 
settling the ailairs of this province, that our future operations againsL 
the Nabob will chiefly depend upon the land forces ; and Lhe officers 
of such forces must certainly be the best judges of what can be effected 
by land; and I do take upon me to give it as mine and my officers' 
opinions* that success against the Nabob and French together will 
he very precarious, notwithstanding the arrival of the Bombay 
troops, which fell short in real strength of the detachment on hoard 
the Cumberland. I must therefore request you will join with me, 
in desiring Mr. Watson a third time to ratify the neutrality in Lite 
manner agreed upon ; and if he refuses, to desire he wilt attack 
Chaodernagore by water immediately, as I am ready to do by land 
with the forces under my command ; and IE he refuses this likewise, 
he becomes responsible for every misfortune that may happen to 
the East India Company's affairs. 

11 This done, l propose leaving all the forces I can possibly spare 
for the defence of the Company's settlements* rights, and privileges p 
in Bengal, and getum with the rest Immediately to the coast, agree¬ 
able to the positive orders received from the President and Com¬ 
mittee of Madras* - and I must request you will order proper convey¬ 
ances far that purpose/" 

The arrival of the Bombay reinforcement Clive considered 
did not diminish the immediate necessity of concluding the 
treaty. The choice lay, as lie persistently stated, between an 
immediate attack on Chandernagore and an armistice with 
the French. But he warned his colleagues that if they adopted 
the former alter natrve t war with Surajah Dowla was hound 
to follow. “ If/’ he wrote, “ you attack Chandemagorc you 
cannot stop there, you must go farther. Having established 
yourselves by force and not by the conscnL of the Nabob, 
he by force will endeavour to drive you out again’* This was 
the main consideration which induced Clive to favour the 
immediate conclusion of a treaty with the French- He had* 
however, no sooner given, hi* warning when he received a letter 


376 


The Life of Lord Clive 


from the Mawab which altered his opinion, ibr it led him to 
suppose that he would be able to convince Surajah Dowla 
that it was for his interest and safety that he should consent 
to Chandemagore being attacked. 

At a meeting of the Select Committee held on March 6 : 

" Present: The Honourable Roger Drake, President, Robert Clive, 
JajRti Killputrickf Richard BechcL 

" Approved Proceedings of the 5th instant. 

Letter from Air. It iiliam H nits, dated the 3rd ins! ant, intimating 
tlie Nabob's disposition in regard to our attacking Chan deniagore 
and his request tor our assistance against the PytansA 

•• Colonel Clive presents a translation ol a letter Irom the Nabob. 
As this letter shows that we mny possibly get the Nabob's permission 
to attack the French if we make it a condition of assisting him against 
the Pylons, the question ol writing again to the Admiral is raised. 
Atr, Better is strongly in favour ol establishing a neutrality and tell- 
mg I he Admiral that the treaty was conunenratl with bis consent. 
aii,:i that ho is responsible for the results If he now refuses. Colonel 
Clive and Major KiUputrick are In favour of advancing on Chander- 
nagore on the chance of getting Hie Nabob's permission. The President 
think* that ail the advantage of the neutrality will be with the French, 
that neither the French nor the Nabob arc to be trusted, that without 
the Admiral's consent we cannot conclude a peace, so, ihtm«h we 
should wait for the Nabob's consent if obtainable, we should attack 
Cbandemagore as soon a, possible. Agreed to postpone the treaty 
nil iv l 1 have trit^d again to get the Nabob's consent and to write Lo the 
Admiral explaining why unless we get it the peace most bo ratified/' * 

Ai the close of the letter* a translation of which was laid 
before the Select Committee* Surajah Dowla wrote in Ms own 
handwriting as follows : 



negot*/ 1 Clive "Approved Proceed in; 
WB5 given fifteen yean hitler tluj cvs'tsL 
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11 The advanced farces al Lhc new King are endeavouring to make 
an eruption into Bengal and I purpose marching to AzimubcuL 1 U 
you will Join me upon this occasion and go with me* I will allow 
you every month a lakh of rupees (£10,000) during the time you con¬ 
tinue with me for the maintenance of your army. Write me speedily 
an answer La this,' 1 

The new king was the terrible Ahmad Shnh T Chief of the 
Afo drill tribe of Afghans and ruler of Afghani starts who had 
invaded India for the second time, sacked Delhi, and was 
now said to have marched from the Imperial capital with the 
intent ion of conquering Bengal. The Nawab had made the 
same offer to the Admiral on February 22, and asked fur 
an immediate answer- 3 Watson, so jealous of his authority, 
evidently did not inform Clive of the offer, and he did not 
send an answer til! March 4, the very day that the Nawnb 
was writing to Clive requesting liis assistance. The Admiral 
informed the Nawab that lie hail invited the French to enter 
into a treaty of neutrality, but after the terms had been settled 
the French deputies, to his great surprise* owned they had 
no power to secure its observance. 

" You arc too reason able not to see* that it is impossible for me to 
conclude a treaty with people who ftepc no power to do it; and which 
besides, while it tics my hands, leaves those of mtj enemies at liberty 
to do me whal mischief they can. They have also for a long time 
reported that Monsieur Bussy is coming here with a great army. 
Is it to attack you ? Is it to attack us ? pp 

Se added: 

** You am going to Patna. You ask our assistance. Can we 
with the least degree of prudence march with you, and leave our 
enemies behind us 7 Yens will then he too far oil to support us* 
and we shall he unablu to defend ourselves. Think what can he 
done in this situation. I see hut one way* Let us take Oiander- 
iiagore, and secure ourselves against any apprehensions front that 
quarter, and thru we will assist you with every man in our power* 
and go with you even to Delhi If you vrilL Have wc f?) not swam 
reciprocally that the friends and the enemies of the one should he 

1 AzlijTi^huiJ—Native name of Patna. 

*The Nuwnb wrote: " Thv van of Hi? King «r Delhi's army is advancing 
towards theie provinces. Upon Ihb intelligence I design marching towards, 
pfltnii to meet them. U m Ibis critical juncture you will be my friend and *eiid 
me assistance 3 will pay your forces a !adf of rupees munthly, while they iwjnm 
with me r Send me un Immediate euswer/ J 
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regarded as such by the other 7 And will not God, the avenger ol 
perjury, punish us if we do not lulGll our oaths 1 What can I say 
more ? Let me request ttie lfivour of your speedy answer," 

No speedy answer came, and definite proof having been 
obtained that the Nawab was inviting Bussv to advance to 
his aid, the Admiral wrote again in a different strain. He 
demanded that the Nawab should fulfil every article of the 
treaty in ten days, and he closed his letter with a menace ; 

As [ have always acted the op^-n, unreserved part in all my 
dealings with you, I now acquaint you that the remainder of the 
troops, which should have been hi re lung since (and which I hear 
the Colonel told you he expected), will he at Calcutta In a lew days ; 
that In a few days more I shall dispatch a vessel for more ships and 
more troops ; and that I will kindle such a flame In your country 
as nil the water ui the Ganges shall not he able to extinguish. Fare¬ 
well : remember tbut he promises you this, who never yet broke his 
word with you or with any man whatsoever.'* 

Two days after the dispatch of Watson’s fiery epistle, 
Clive sent a calm diplomatic reply to the Nnwab’s request For 
assistance. He stated that, like 1) atsou, he was verv inclinable 
to enter into a neutrality with the French, “ blit 1 found 
upon endeavouring to treat with them, they had no powers 
to make a peace with us till it was confirmed at Pondicherry, 
which could not be effected in less than three months”; and 
that it gave him great concern to find the Nawab so strongly 
insist on the neutrality with the French, which was attended 
with all the advantage on their side and most prejudicial to 
ours, What we agree to will he immediately binding, but 
what they agree to will he of no signification till rati Red by 
the Governor of Pondicherry, and whilst all our forces ore 
employed in assisting you against your enemies, .Monsieur 
Bussy may come and attempt to destroy mir Settlement.’’ 
lie added, with a sort of naivete 1 which, when it suited him, 
Clive could well assume, “ To give you a convincing proof of 
my sincerity, by tliaL time you receive this letter, I shall be 
as fiir on my way tvs Chandernagore, where I will wait without 
committing any hostilities against the French, till I receive 
your letter, which I hope will be satisfactory,” 

t'live realised that the Xawab’s request for assistance was 
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it call to a decisive action,. On starch 5 "Lieutenant Molitur, 
with 8 sergeants, S corporals, 2 drams, and 53 privates besides 
in topazes, in all 114* arrived at camp from Bombay. ** 1 
Clive, strong and prompt, determined to advance at once. 
He had told the Committee that the Bombay troops st fell 
short in real strength nf the detachment on hoard the Cum* 
berland” A strong body of troops would have been a wel¬ 
come addition to his small force. But the political situation 
demanded an immediate move. It was uncertain when the 
Cumberland would arrive. On March 7 she reached the mouth 
of the Hugh too late for Clive to hear of her arrival before 
his advance. But if he had delayed, the arrival of the Of?n~ 
berland would have added but little to the strength of his force. 
She had, as Clive knew, embarked when the expedition left 
Madras 300 infantry. But when Admiral Pueoek was forced 
to leave the fleet and bear away to Vizagapatmn he found* 
on arriving there, the factory in great fear and anxiety t ex¬ 
pecting to be attacked by Bussy* He accordingly, at the 
request of Lhe local authorities, landed one company of the 
Madras Battalion. The currents being still opposed to his 
progress he returned to Madras, where, at tli« request of the 
Madras Government, he re-landed the remainder of the Madras 
Battalion. 

« There new only femaiiK-d on board [be Company of H.M.’s 
39 th. amounting to about 90 wen, and with Line sc be arrived at l lie 
mouth of Lite flooghly, in time to take part in tile capture of Chamkr- 
nagore, hut not to admit ol the- troops being employed they wire 
moreover in a vi i ry sickly condition* having suffered greatly during 
Ibis protracted voyage." 

The statement made by numerous writers that the arrival 
of the Cumberland influenced L-live's decision to advance on 
Chandernagore is not m accordance with the facts.* 

i Cabinet Clive's Military Journal, 5lnreli 2 to March 25, 1757- Eyre 
Gotrt* oaten in Ids Journal: " March 4lh —The flrsl division of the Bombay 
trootj coosisUngof lbUmen, joined u& under the Conunmid of Captain UncbPisan- 11 

p Braom, p. ll&- Ormr? p VoL If., pp, Mill, misled by Orme, stales ; 

“ The Yet\ stmiF day on which the letter of Lht Nubob iruch^d Cnlcultu, I he 
arrival \v,j^ announced ai thru*.- ships with trwps fr^m Bombay, and of one 
uf ihu ihlps,, ako bearing troops, whirh sidled with CUv from Madras, tui wr.s 
compelled to :cium r " With sue h additions; suys air, urine, “ lhe English 
force Yit\% decTiiCdl capable oJ taking Chfludomftflor, although protected fey the 
Nabob's Jinay- Colonel Clive t luxe fane Lmtnedlul^ly dtenilsMtl Ike French 
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On March S Clive broke camp and moved lib troops north- 
wards, the infantry proceeding by land, the artillery by water. 
The force advanced slowly, so as to give the Bombay detach¬ 
ment time to join them before entering the French Inmndarv*" 
On March D the force 11 marched and encamped near Scramporc, 
a factory belonging to the Danes,” 1 The French Council 
had written to Clive demanding an explanation of his advance, 
and Clive replied on the 9th : “ I very sincerely declare to you 
that at this present time I have no intention to attack your 
Settlement. If T should niter my mind, I shall not fail to 
advise you of it." At the close of the letter he reiterates the 
statement: 4t I have no intention of acting offensively against 
your nation at present 1 whenever I have, you may he assured 
l shall frankly acquaint you with it/ T Clive had nut received 
the Nawnb's consent to attach Chandcrnagore, and without 
it he had no intention of acting offensively iigainst the French 
settlement. He, however, continued his advance. On March 10 
he ’ l marched and encamped about two miles from the French 
Gardens/ At the northern extremity of the French gardens 
was the country house of the governors of Chandernagore. 
It was a splendid mansion, situated in a large park with trees, 
L* de Grandpre describes it as the finest building in India. 

“ Tilt from towards the garden is in Ike taste which the Eun> 
peqiis have adopted in tills part ot the world, be nig ornamented 
with a perifityk of the Ionic order T alter the Grecian manner. The 
ins fide of the place lh splendid, the ball spacious* and the ceiling and 
cornice are painted by the hand ol a master* The front towards 
the court is entirely in the French taste, with no peristyle, IL re- 
presents three buildings, each adorned with a pediment, in which 
are the cartouches for has-rcIMs, which have not been executed. The 
court is circular, and ill a good taste, and tliu entrance is by an 
avenue* that opens majestically upon this beautiful t-dSfice/' a 

deputies, who -tfttc then \Oih liim waiting to sign ihc treaty, which. w;-s even 
written out Iulr T and which they supposed had been entirely concluded. 1 "— 
Mih, Vol. 111., pp. 7 , The Bombay troops arrivi-d Sonir^dayi; Indore the 
Kmab's hllMY asking for the corporation of the fin^ish, Tin 1 Cumberland 
reached the mouth of the Hugh some days Liter, The artlrleft of Ike treaty 
were M explained. to the French deputies/' but they could not suppose the 
irtaly had beeu M entirely concluded " p until ft had teen signed by the Chaudcr- 
angora government and conlirincd by Admiral Watson. 

1 Eyre Conic's Jan maL 

* fi A, Voyage iu I he Indian Ocean and to Bengal underluk-un in the Y*aff 
ly&lS and 179G/" Translated from Ltae French uf L. de GraudprC:- an olflctr 
in the French Army. Vol. II., p. 85, 
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A few crumbling ruins in tbe midst of a dense jungle mark 
the site of the splendid mansion, often compared by travellers 
of old to the Chateau of Versailles. In the French gardens 
the force rested the following day , and “ the second division 
of the Bombay troop consisting of 15® men” joined them. 
Wliile at the gardens, Clive’s spies having given him timely 
and true notice that the French had erected batteries in the 
principal streets of the town leading from the south to the 
fort, in order to stop his advance from that direction and from 
the river side, he determined to make a detour. On March 12 
he 11 marched and encamped about two miles to the west of 
Chandernagore." 1 On the ISth the Admiral received a letter 
from the Nawab which settled the fate of the French settle¬ 
ment. 

The anger of Surajah Dowla waxed hot on the receipt 
of the Admiral’s menace. It is stated that he sent at once 
for Omiohund and demanded to know why the Admiral had 
refused to sign the treaty, Oniiehund replied that he had 
been enraged at the duplicity of the French in pretending 
to negotiate a treaty which they had no authority to sign. 
The Nawftb “ had already sent a large body of troops to 
assist the French; had returned the two laaeks of rupees 
taken from them the year before; and had entered into some 
private negotiation with the French governor, wherein he 
promised him the government of Houghly, a mint, and other 
advantages,’' 3 Surajab Dowla was a faithless ally. Unlike 
his warrior ancestors, he was a coward, and he was sore afraid 
of the terrible Afghan AbdalL It was in tills temper of mind 
that Surajab Dowla had an audience with Watts, who re¬ 
presented in the strongest light “ the Condescension shewn 
him by the British by accepting, and the Indignity offered 
to him by the French in rejecting his Expedient." s Matts 
mode skilful “ use of the Nawab’s dread of the Afghauns 
and observed to him that we could never think of leaving 
our settlement to be attacked by the French,’ 1 in case he 

1 Colonel; Clive's Military JunmaL 'SmHonj p. 74* 

1 ** Memoir of the Rirvulutian in Ben pul/ 1 p* 42. 

l TIie lull nceciunl givfn hy Um r who was preieftt i±l the interview uUfers 
frifn the hrirt sutenienla ol Watts anil Scmiton. 
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required our assistance against the Afghans. The Nawnti, a 
victim to chagrin at the treaty not being signed, and in alarm 
at the prospect of losing the assistance of the British, directed 
a letter to be written to the Admiral* Watts bribed, or, as 
it is euphemistically stated, '‘added a hansom? present” to, 
the Navvab’s secretary, “ to pen this important Epistle in a 
proper stile, so as to permit the Attack immediately, and 
to despatch it without delay.” To the letter the Nawab’s 
seal was attached, and it was sent off at once. The Nawab 
thus communicated his views on March 10 : 


'i our obliging answer to my letter I have received, ■wherein you 

Write that your suspicions are at an end, and that on the receipt of 

my li tter yon forbore attacking C hander nagore, and sent [or their 
people to make peace, and wrote out the terms of agm-m-lU • but 
when they were about signing them, they declared that if they signed 
the ixrliclf-.s, and any other commander should arrive, they could not 
be answerable for his adhering to them; anti that on this account 
i re was no peace. You sdso write many other particulars, of 

which I am well acquainted. It is true, if it is the custom of the 

.*/*,! that U one man makes an agreement, another will not comply 
wdh it. what security Is there ? .My forbidding war on my border 
was because the trench were my tenants, and upon this affair desired 
my protection : on lids 1 wrote you to make peace, and no intents mis 
had I of assisting or favouring them, 

Y on have understanding, and generosity ; if your enemy with 
on upright heart claims your protection, you mill give him his li/e hat 
then you must be well satisfied of his mlcniions ; if ml, whatever you 
think right, that do," v 


The Admiral atul Clive regarded the last paragraph, couched 
in characteristic Oriental phraseology, as a permission to 
attack Chanrlmingore. 1 Moreover, Watts wrote tu Clive the 
same day that the Nawab’s letter was dispatched, that he 
had just returned from visiting him, and “the Nabob said 
he could nut write, but desired I would inform you that if 
yon was deter mined to attack the French, be would not inter¬ 
meddle or give them the least assistance, ho only requests 
to he informed of your sentiments three or four days before 
yon begin upon action*” In Hie “Memoirs of the Revolution 
m Bengal ” it is stated that the Nawab’s letter arrived 


* *i” a Paragraph I tinl eticaufugetl the Atlmir 

ce^d in their attack or Chimdernfl^orr/'—lvej. p 125 „ n. 
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* 4 ill the most critical conjuncture, Far, notwithstanding the French 
had Avowed their Waul of Power to conclude an c(Tl- dual Neutrality, 
yet so much were some afraid of recurring again to Arms* that they 
were sLill for accepting of this Expedient + however precarious. Upon 
this, Admiral Wateon held q Council of War, to consider what wits 
most proper to be done : and it was while this Council was actually 
sitting, wherein those who argued yet for a Neutrality insisted chiefly 
upon the Suba’s Repugnancy to see the Flame ot War, so lately 
extinguished! again rekindled in Ms Dominions, that this Letter was 
brought, which cut the Gordian Knot, and pul an End lo the Debate/* 1 

W&tson’s scruples with regard to attacking C hander mt- 
gore had been removed by the receipt of official notice of the 
war with France, u accompanied by orders ** from the Admir¬ 
alty. " The Declaration of Wur t ” Watson held* T " is an order 
to all officers under the King to distress the enemy as Tar as 
it is in their power.' 4 On March 13 the Admiral wrote Lu the 
Select Committee; 

Gfhtlemfnv—I have received your favour of this day's dale, 
acquainting me with your motives and reasons for altering your 
sentiments in relation to your conduct with the French, and now 
desire the assistance of HU Majesty's squadron to attack: Chander- 
nagorv. 

Yoy may be assured that l shall most readily give you all the 
assistance I cun in this enterprise, and am heartily glad. In the present 
circumstances 1 am in of having received HU Mfjcsly's Declaration 
of War against France with orders from the Right Honourable 1 the 
Lords Commissioners of Ihe Admiralty to put the same in execution, 
that this step is judged n right measure. 

Tilt moment the pilots Lhink It safe to move the large ships I shall 
proceed up the river, and am, Gen l lumen, your most obedient, 

Charles Watson. 

On the 13th Clive wrote to M* Rem wit. Governor of 
Chandernagore: 

Sin p —The King ol Great Britain having declared war against 
Francep 1 summons you in Ms name to surrender the fort of Chamfer- 
tmgora. In case of refusal you arc to answer the consequences, and 
expect to be treated according to the usage of war in such ease. 

I have the honour to he^ Sir, 

Your most obedient and stumble SltvuiiE, 

R, Clive. 

Since the departure of Dupleix from the settlement, the 
foundation of whose wealth and commerce was due to his 
* ra Memoirs of Ihu Revolution in Bengal/* p, 43+ 
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fin 1 -seeing and vigorous administration, Chandernagore had 
continued to prosper. French vessels from Jedda >foks T 
Bassorah, the Maldwer, China and Pegu, steered through 
the reefs and quicksands of the Hugh by the 14 pifafin da 
Gdrigf/' brought their rich cargoes to the quay. The country 
vessels dropping down the river brought to it corn, opium, 
silk* and the fine muslins of Bengal, It was, says Clive* llr a 
most magnificent and rich colony,” The year after the de¬ 
parture of Dupleix tacit permission \vo$ given to fortify the 
factories on the hanks of the Hugh, and the French, wiser 
than the English, who thought the slightest rampart might 
prevent a surprise, ereeted a fort called Fort D" Orleans, situated 
almost in the middle of the colony and about thirty yards 
from the river. It was a square of about 1-20 yards with a 
bastion mounting ten guns at each earner* arid several guns 
were also placed on Lhe connecting curtains* On the north 
was the gateway, Porte Roy ale, which gave access trj the 
high road to Chinsura; on the east was the Canges Gate, 1 
and beyond it a ravelin extending to the bank of the river, 
and on this outwork eight guns were mounted. These guns 
were chiefly 24- and 02-potindcrs* The best buildings w'itlhn 
the fort were the warehouses almost facing the Ganges or 
Water Gate, and directly west of them was the factory; on 
the north of the warehouses were the official quarters, and 
along the northern curtain the barracks ; along the southern 
curtain the director's quarters, or Government House* and 
the Church of St, Louis overloo kin g the eastern walls facing 
the river. On its flat terrace six small pieces were mounted* 
The fort was surrounded on three sides by a ditch* and on 
the western side, 41 beyond the Ditch, a great Tank only two 
fathoms away from it which prevented any precipitate attack 
of the enemy on this side. 7 * iJ The most populous quarter of 
the town lay south of the fort. Here were situated Lhe markets, 
and in front of them were the great white villas of the opulent 
merchants, with luxurious gardens stretching down to the 

1 Ganges Gule. Tile w+felLcra dt'Ua brunch uf the Gangs' hiis hem long 
kaorwn Ifoirv Hit: town or Hugh the IliugU Hiver. 

; ^ Revolution in B€dgnl/ K lf Bengal In 175B-1M-V edited hv S, r. Milt, 
VuL IIU p, 222, BrlL Mu*. Add. MSS,, 20 + 014, 
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margin of the stream. Behind the markets was the Dutch 
Octagon, 1 The houses on the south extended beyond the 
south-western bastion (St, Francis) to the road which led to 
the Company's gardens. They then stretched northwards 
to the southern extremity of the tank. Directly west of the 
tank was the Company's hospital t and near the north-western 
bastion (Des Anges)* the house of the Jesuits, and a church. 

Renault, the Governor of Chandermigore, tells us that 
when the English recaptured Calcutta and positive information 
readied him by an express from Surat of the declaration n f 
war, he thought it wise to set about putting the outworks 
in a defensible condition : 

" Accordingly I began pulling down the Church, the House of 
ihe Hcverend Jesuit Fathers* and all those to the north. 1 would 
have done the same to those on the south if I had hud tunc and work¬ 
men* and If, at the first hostilities between the English and the Moors * 
all Lhe country people had not taken alarm and entirely deserted our 
Colony." 1 

The wood of the debris he utilised to construct palisades 
to protect the northern curtain which, he states, was falling 
down from mere age. 

I also had hnUt be to re the Porte Rayulc, the weakest side of 
the Fort, a platform on which we put 3 guns, and we worked at 
digging out and enlarging the ditch, but had not time to put It In a 
condition to serve lor the delence of the place- A warehouse for 
goods, on which I had put bales of gutmij 3 to prevent the bomb* 
breaking the vaults, served it as a casemate. 3 ' 

Renault also informed the Council at Pondicherry that: 

The ships ol war being* In case of a siege, what we had most. to 
fear from* we erected dose to the Ganges a batltry ol six guns* of 
which lour defended the entry io the harbour. F rom the foot of 
this battery was begun a screen 22 feet thick running from the river 
to the Fort to protect the whole of the curtain on this side from the 
fire of the ships, but it could not be finished, the Settlement also 
needing attention. It was decided whilst we were working at all 
the above mentioned defences to try and put the Settlement to safety 
against a surprise* as it was not possible to do anything better. Con- 

1 The Dutch Octagon—thr tjuarlcfi of the Dutch East India Company^ 

* Letter (ram M- Kenaoit to M. the Marquis Duplet*, September 4. 17oV* 
+■ Bengal in 1756-57/' YnL IIL ± p. 245, Qlbliafkdque Natlvnale MSS., Paris. 

1 A fibre used I nr rough material* like sacking, 
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se(|uedlly we barred all the streeLa with ditches and barricades, at 
"which we established guards." 

Besides the battery before Porte Roy ale, the gate leading 
to Chinsura, and the battery close to the river commanding 
a narrow part of the channel, Renault erected three batteries 
in the principal streets in the south of the town leading to 
the fort and one of four guns on the road which led from the 
Company's garden to the north. He states that after the out¬ 
posts had been abandoned the forces in the fort numbered 
” 237 soldiers (including IS French pensioners and the sick), 
120 sailors, 70 half-castes and private Europeans resident 
in the Settlement, 100 individuals—as Councillors, Company's 
servants, officers of the India men, and other principal in¬ 
habitants, 167 sepoys, 100 topasscs,” 1 The Nawab had also 
left at Chandemagore two thousand of his troops under the 
command of the French Governor, in case the English attacked 
the settlement. 

On the night of the 13th the French, having taken no notice 
of the affront of a summons, Clive ordered the Company’s 
grenadiers 2 under Captain Lin “ to join the picquct with orders 
to take possession of the French Bounds, and to annoy and 
alarm the enemy at their out-batteries, which accordingly 
they did, and took possession of a battery to the north-west 
of Chandernagore Fort, which was abandoned by the French,” 
At 6 o’clock the next morning the 3rd Division of the Bombay 
troops having reached the camp, Clive ordered Major Kil¬ 
patrick with half the troops, including Eyre Coote and his 

1 fcyre Coots slaLes i h^t ,J the number of the enemy in lhs jr.srrSsnn vurf 

European* ami about 54JO blacks/’—Journal at Caption Eyre Conte/ Omu- 
i Tht - :irrisc>n insisted ol 600 Europeans and 300 Sepoys ; but only 
3i>0 of the European* were regular troops, the rest bring inhubitanls nf the 
lawn and sLiilura." ’ —Onne p Vat IL P p. 141. CJivo wrote on March 29*. 1757- 
The garrl&un consisted of more tlnn live hundred Europeans and seven tnm- 
drttl blacks nil carrying anus." MoUeson, whose ft [Tares are taken from the old 
records of Cbandemid£ore t says: " The French garrison consisted of n hundred 
uud forty-*lx f rench troops and three hundred st-piiki ■ but the Fairnpcan 
pn pula lino and the saLInra of the merchant vessels* lo th? number dI about litres 
hundred* bad been hastily formed Into a Mud of mill tin and had been tinned. 
These* how^ur, had but 111 Me training. 11 —< Life of Lon) Clive/" p. 20 :L 

1 The Compdn y L s Grenadier* consisted ol 1 captain* 3 llrutenants* 1 quiirhT- 
master, II miri^umim&sluniNl officers, 2 drummers* and 05 Europeans.—A 
Geuer-j) Master of the Troops under ihc Command of Colonel Clive jn Curnn 
near irhjufiiiTLdi* April 7 r 1757* 
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company of grenadiers, to advance to the post which the 
grenadiers had taken possesion of the night before, 1 It was 
situated near a gateway spanning the road leading from the 
Company's gardens to the northern face of the fort. From 
the enemy's deserted battery Major Kilpatrick and his men 
could see the 4-gun battery within a hundred yards of the 
north-western bastion. In order to chock their advance the 
enemy from this battery played down an avenue with two 
iield-pieces and musketry, but did little execution on account 
of the too great distance. 51 2 Some detachments of sepoys 
were now ordered to advance under cover of the thickets on 
each side of the avenue with an intention of flanking the enemy's 
battery. The King's grenadiers* under Eyre Conte, and the 
Company's, under Captain Lin, followed to support them. The 
enemy opened a smart fire* but the sepoys and Europeans 
continued their advance and took possession of some houses 
within fifty yards of the battery. u We continued firing at 
each other in an irregular manner till about noon.* 13 Eyre 
Cootc informs us that Clive then ordered him in hold the 
advanced post with hb grenadier company and about 200 
sepoys while lie returned with the rest of the troops to the 
gateway, which was about a mile back. About 2 o'clock 
word was brought to Eyre Conte that the French were making 
a Sortie, and soon after he saw the sepoys returning from their 
post. He at once sent a message to Clive* informing him that 
the French were advancing. 1 was then obliged/* says 
Eyre Coote, “ to divide my company, which consisted of 
about fifty men, into Lwo or three parties (very much against 
my inclination), to take possession of the ground the ** K por/£ 
had quitted £ we fired pretty warmly for a quarter of an hour 
from the different parties at each other, when the French 
retreated again into their battery.'* 

The firing then ceased on both sides. It had been a try¬ 
ing day for the brave garrison whose strength had been seri¬ 
ously diminished. The troops which the Nawab had sent, 
some two thousand in number, deserted the houses in which 

1 Colour I CliveMilitary Journal, March 2 to March 23, 115?. 

* ibid. 

3 Joumnl of Cap Enin Eyfc Cerate* 
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they were posted* at the firing of the first shot, and did not 
again reappear," The outposts were soon surrounded by 
hurtling buildings, and in the midst of the conflagration their 
defenders were harassed by long and incessant attacks 41 made 
in the greatest heat 1 ' of an Indian March day, 1 When under 
cover of the fast-falling darkness the British got possession 
of the houses adjacent and to the rear of the north-west battery, 
Renault saw there wus nothing left but to abandon it. This 
entailed withdrawn! from the other outposts. The French 
Governor states: 

f# The Loss of this would have oravsloned, that of seven others 
in the SeltJexuent by the ease with which they would have ait of! 
their communication with thr Fort, and the troops, which already 
cutist&Ud of three-quarters of our garrison, could not during the 
night* at so great a distance, be relieved from the Fort without put¬ 
ting the latter in danger* The ouLposts were therefore abandoned 
al 9 f.m. and each retired in good order, after having spliced such 
of the guns ns they could not bring back with them." 

The French not only abandoned their batteries to the north- 
ward but they deserted 

11 that night all their works to the southwards* among the rest a 
strong Moon on the river side mounting heavy metal, and n battery 
of 3 guns playing down the Channel* both td which must have 
annoyed our ships greatly In their passage Dp,"* 

On the I5th Clive occupied the abandoned outworks and 
the bouses on the southern esplanade to within a hundred 
yards of the fort* iJ and the same evening began to bombard 
the place from five small mortars and a cohonu” On the 
10th the British force was employed in bringing up the artillery 
and the storey and ** this evening the 13-inch mortar began 
to play Upon the Fort, and several small parties by way uf 
alerts advanced under the walls to keep the enemy constantly 
awake," a During the ITtli the mortars and cohoms continued 
to throw their shells into the fort* and the nssail ants opened 
a heavy fire of musketry from the tops of the houses. At 

1 Lrtler from M. RrnauU to itie Superior Council Pt Pondicherry, dated 
Pondkbfrn-, October 2fl p 17&9* 

■Lctirr tram Cokml Clive, camp near Chjirulcritfgor?, to tbr 5d*ct Corn- 
miiuw at Fort St* c»r^ March 1757.—PowU MSS, 

1 Colonel □Ivt'i Military Journal. 
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the approach of night a French doctor state* the Ijcsieged 
found on the bastions a number of arrows, round the steel 
points of which little slips of papers were rolled. On them 
was written: “Pardon to deserters who will rejoin their 
colours, and rewards to offices* who will come over tu ns.” 
On the 18 tb Clive wrote to Watson: “The only artillery 
officer at Chandcrnngore is come over to us. He give* a v ' cr > 
favourable account of matters. He shall wait on you when 
you think proper. 1 ' The deserter was Monsieur Tefnmtau. a 
man of considerable ability, who had qunmlkd with the 
Governor of Chandernugorc. Renault elites : 

■* Cossart tic Tt-rrmiuau, Sub-Lteutemuit at tills garrison, who 
had an arm in thv ^ars an the jMnUrai) In llw service oi 

France, and who eunimsinded the artillery, dHerfttl to the rntm > 
on the evening at the 19th, and the same night by the improved 
direct km of the besiegers' bomb*., 1 had no doubt that be had dour 
us a bad service." 

On the 19th tlu j besiegers began to erect a battery of live 
2 4- pounders behind the wall of a house that was close to the 
gluris and opposite to the south face of the south-east bastion. 
They likewise turned a battery of the enemy’s on the south 
Hank Ljf the nurth-east bastion and mounted three 2*-poundar*. 
The next drtv the enemy silenced this buttery ami id most de¬ 
molished the work. On March 21, “ Continued making Hu 
five-gun battery, and almost finished the three; when the 
enemy began tiring warmly again at it and knocked down a 
veranda close by the battery, the rubbish of which choked up 
one of our guns, very much bruised two artillery officers, and 
buried several men in the ruins," 1 On March 22 the battery 
was finished, 11 but got no more than four guns in it. in 
the evening the enemy opened a warm fire. The batteries 
were, however, completed during the night and were ready 
to open at daybreak, when the fleet lying at anchor about 
two miles below Chundcnuigure # moved up the river. 

On March 12 the Declaration of War with the French having 
been read on board the Tifgrf, the Hridgmitter and Kings fin her 
sailed up the river to cover the landing or the artillery and 

■ jivre Coal*'* Journal. 

I [.im-r from Admiral Wat sam—Kmi, c ft Ompilrmsgorr, March Jl. 1/5-7, 
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the ammunition. On the 15th the Kings fisher anchored three 
miles below Chandernagore, The same day Admiral Watson, 
taking advantage of the flood tides, sailed from Calcutta with 
his flagship the Kent (Captain Speke), the Tyger (Captain 
Latham), and the Salisbury (Captain Martin). Three days 
later, turning the point (if Chanderuagorc reach, they anchored 
off the Prussian Octagon, 1 “ from whence we had a full view 
of the town and fortification. 1 ' 2 Watson wished to get up 
l he river at once, but the tides rendered it impossible. The 
f rench had also neglected no means of obstructing the passage 
which directly above where the fleet bad anchored was very 
harrow, owing to an extensive sandbank. They had sunk 
" two ships, a ketch, a snow, a hulk, and a vessel without 
masts. ’ all directly in the Channel within gunshot of the 
fort, and bml laid two booms moored with chains across the 
river. 15 Above the fort three large French vessels lay at anchor. 
The Admiral learnt that they were prepared as fireships to 
be sent down with the tide to bum our vessels, and he resolved 
that something must be done at once. At 8 p.m, Saturday, 
March 19, he dispatched the boats manned and armed up 
the river, and three hours later they relumed, having cut 
the cables of the three vessels. The crews belonging to them 
had been taken to reinforce the garrison, and all drifted on 
the sandbank, 4 

The following morning the Admiral sent Lieutenant Hey, 
the third lieutenant of the Kent, with a Hag of truce, Lo the 
fort to demand its surrender. Renault writes: 


" Not having had time to fortify the Fort completely on the river 
side, and having equal cause to fear from the depth of the water in 
the place where the vessels were sunk in the narrowest point of the 
Horn! that the English men-of-wur (the fire of which l fan-saw we 
could not resist) would come and anchor broadside on lo the Fort. 
1 determined to write lo the Vice-Admiral and try to persuade him 
tu content himself with q ransom. Mr. Watson refused tills offer, 
always insisting that 1 should give up Lbc Fort, though promising, 
it is true, lo leave to the Inhabitants the enjoyment of their pro- 
pi fly, J he fact that he Insisted upon conditions so unfavourable 


1 The Prussian Octagon, the licuit-qunrten or the Agent of the Prussian 
CujiLjiiarky, ti IfLllr suLilli nF French 1 lyi‘5, p. rift 

■ I L-Ui-r froto Admiml WaUon* Ktni t tail Omnderiua^ ore p ALircli 31 , 1757 , 

I |L 1 Z i, 
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to ihe. Company when the land fern had obtained such slight advan¬ 
tages was our reason lor Lhe recommencement of hostilities/ 1 

Hey, intelligent and trust worthy, observed as ho rowed 
between the masts of the sunken vessels that their hulls wore 
not deep under water* and he concluded that they had not 
been sunk in their proper place* On the night of the “20th 
Mr. John Delamotte, master of the Kent, “ a brave and active 
officer/' was sent to sound around them* and regardless uf a 
heavy cannonade from the fort, ho did It is work and brought 
back the pleasant tidings that there was sufficient room for 
one vessel to pass between them with safety. 1 The following 
day there appealed an unexpected arrival. When at Balia- 
sore Admiral Pocoek heard that the fleet was about to start 
immediately on an expedition against Ch undernagore + He 
knew that* owing to the intricacies of the winding river, it 
was impossible to get the Cumberland up in time. He there¬ 
fore, “ with a spirit worthy of an English Admiral,” took his 
barge, strongly manned, and rowing night and day joined 
Watson on the 21st, and the next night, a few hours before 
the coming attack, he hoisted his Hag oil board the Tyger. 
The same evening the Kings detachment was ordered on 
hoard the three vessels. 

On March 23, before daybreak, Clive marched with the 

i The aqLhurnf the “Seir Mutaqhefin JP steles that Admiral Watson " wmi 
indited to thU enterprise by Mwwbfi-ternG nth o, forgetting wbM be owed 1o bis 
nym nation, painted out to him o purliculur passage which ttia French had 
left mm til the Ba grail [BhfigirathT] f&r I heir awn ihlps to pau, In case of 
Lieeil ; fur they had spoiled the whole breadth of the river by sinking a number 
of vessels. TiiE Amind Dflir^junk nndtr such ei guide, advanced up with his 
ships of war, and took by force I he French fortress/'— M 5elr MuUiqhcrtn/ h p.76fl. 
Monsieur Raymond, the translator fll the ,J Setr Mutn^herlh/' appends t he follow¬ 
ing nolo: "Tirrpm, a French officer, who, dlsssiltsiinl with Remind* the governor 
nE the fort, went over, not to the Admiral, but to the Colonel, to whom he 
became of some use* This mmi, who had toot merit* having mude money In 
the Enubsh service. senl T a Tew years after, a supply to bis father In France 
promising to Lake care of him henceforward. The old man return l-U tbc money P 
with □ letter, Sn width be protested pffuinst bolding any correspondence with 
n trailer to his country ; and Lite son, hi despair at the style of the letter, hanged 
himself at his own door, with bis own bundliWChU-f, He w;as a tail* S-toul nmUi 
who, having lost bis right arm by o ball, of cannon. had found means to write 
legibly with the U-fL b and what is more, to write a pamphlet on Artillery, In 
^nod Engfijdi* The officers nt first would not admit him in their coir 1 *; hut 
the Colonel remonstrated, rind hsf Observed that his word was engaged to I he 
man on that article, and Unit a failure on his part would preclude any furUitr 
desertions/’ RhfigiratM—oJ&tr of Lhe delta branches nf tbc Ganges which forms 
the Hugh Hlver. 
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Company's troop from the tamp into Lhe town and posted 
tlif-ni in t Ik* batteries and bouses that overlooked the bastions 
of the fort When the dawn brought the first light the ships 
hoisted the white sails and moved slowly upwards with the 
fide. The Xyger with Admiral Pococks flag led, the Kent 
with Watson s flag quickly following, and the Salisbury bring* 
ing up the rear. In a few minutes they were through the 
sunken ships* Clive watched Lhem sailing on* and when they 
came within reach of the enemy f s guns he opened both his 
batteries and raked the ramparts with a sharp fire of musketry 
irom the tops of the houses*. The galJant French stood by 
lheir gum and returned the fire wiLL rapidity and accuracy* 
Meanwhile, the three vessels, moving majestically upwards with 
the tide, continued to approach the fort under a warm cannon¬ 
ade; Kut a shot was returned, nor was it tilJ the T[fgt: r came 
opposite to the rave Jin before the (bulges Cate that she opened 
her broadside and ele-arcd that defence. Sailing slowly on, 
she anchored at her station fifty yards opposite Lo the north- 
east bastion. A few minutes later the Kent § with Admiral 
Watsons bag flying, came to before "the middle of the cur¬ 
tain. ■ 1 The tide of the ebb now making down the river, 
occasioned her to drag, ^ so that before she brought up, she 
had fallen abreast of the S.E. bastion, the place where the 
Salisbury slum Id have been* and from her mainmast aft, she 
was exposed to the flank guns of the S.W. bastion also.” * 


1 LkU ut from FWuiiull to the Superior Council at Pomfiduurr, dated 

Pondicherry, October 2Ek 175B. 

1 Ivci, p. Eyre Cuuti?, viliu was on board the Kent* state*. “ And a 

,nilnut« niter the Erni came to opposite the louth-eral, both nf which 
n.ifiuotm comisIpU of five aunt in late and three In Hank ; they Uml y ury warmly 
unu with i a gum | deal of success; Ihr Ken I vtrv unfortunately drauKhie her 
imchur J-xjiuiiiNL her qimrler to the lire of th* Hunk off the tiuulh-wesl bastion." 
l ? Thj Extract* from thi 5 Lo^ of Um Kurt" it |g Jrtuted ; “ At 7 anchored 
edHMisttlio ioutli^L bastion und began the utlm± ” in " Rciniirk* from on 
board tits Majesty s *Mp Tub*t ■' ws jind the fultowlug * ■■ At 5 minute* past 15 
-- £ cam<? tu an lMhm abreast of the sonlL-tn*it bastion*” Ives ssyx- 
Before she could reach her proper station pp she hud drifted ubreosl of Lin? S.E. 
™“ 4 trt> i n] \ l * T aifllnnSMt aft She was exposed lo £he Hank guns of the S.W. 

us on fliso, f Jr J 1,E wrlti's; 11 The Kud soon after let go her anchor opposite 
to the ravelin, hat in this instant, llie fire from the fort killed and wounded 
u' L itiL suil ' >ri appointed lo manage the ship, and u shot unfortunately 
dUah-led lhe commftnijer* Captain Spek* ; who not being able lo continue the 
defection* In- intended Lo give, wj much confusion t-niai-d. that ten- cable, nol 
■tapped in time, run oat to Its end : sud the ship. Instead of tmchorlug opposite 
lo ilie ravelin, fell hark so for, that hrr poop appeared beyond the S.E. haillan* 
exposed likewise lo u flank ol the bastion on i S,\V', * r 
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Owing to the drifting of the Kfut, the Salisbury hud to anchor 
lower down the river, and remained out of the ucLhm, The 
Kent aucl Tyger now saluted the fort with their broadsides, 
and from their tops opened a warm discharge of musketry* 
The two batteries on shore continued to batter the southern 
bastions! and the troops from the housetops kept up their 
constant raking fire. Monsieur Dcvignes, the gallant com¬ 
mander of the French Company's slup Saint Cmte*% had 
charge of the guns of the bastions and sn telling was his bn- 
that an officer who was on hoard the Kent states that one 
hundred and thirty-eight shots were lodged inside, and several 
of the shot at close range went through and through her, 
“ ah her masts wounded and rigging very much cut. 1 " Her 
quarter deck was cleared/ 1 Most of her officers were killed 
or wounded* “ All tins while Admiral Watson was very cool 
and very unconcerned, In regard to himself; and when lie 
was told an officer with a glass was giving directions to point 
a gun at him, ami that the gun was traversed for that pur¬ 
pose, lie answered, 1 Why then they shall have a fair shot ’ ; 
stood still, smiled, and went on after the ball had passed 
just by him, 11 A shot entered the Kent near the foremast 
and ignited two or three 32-pound cartridge*. They exploded 
and set fire to the wad-nets and other loose articles between 
the decks. The ship was so soon full of smoke that u cry 
was. raised that she was on fire in the gunners 3 store-room. 
Some seventy or eighty men jumped out of the portholes 
into the boats that were alongside* The gunners on the 
bastions seeing what had taken place from front and Honk 
poured a heavier fire* The flames were soon quenched by a 
few brave men, and Lieutenant Brefeton, who commanded the 
lower-deck battery, rushing to the ports, exhorted the men in 
the bouts to return. They hesitated. He cried aloud, “ Are 
you Britons ? You Englishuiea t and fly from danger ? For 
shame fur shame ! ’* fck This reproach bad the desired effect; 
to a man they immediately returned into the ship, repaired 
to their quarters, and renewed a spirited tire on the enemy/ 1 1 
For about three hours the brave garrison endured p their 


1 Ives, p P 129. 
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parapets being torn to pieces, their gnus dismounted, ami 
the merlons destroyed by cannon shot. The batteries were 
covered with dead and wounded. Xo one could appear on 
the bastions, Clive had a body of troops ready to storm 
the shattered walls, Renault saw that further resistance was 
useless. ■” Accordingly I ordered the drum to beat a parley/* 
Lieutenant Brereton 1 and Captain Coote were sent with a 
flag Of truce to tile fort, and “ in about a quarter of an hour/ 5 
says Cuote, 11 " I returned to the Admiral with the Governor's 
son and a letter concerning the delivery of the place/ 1 After 
some hours spent in discussion. Articles of Capitulation were 
settled, and on the part of the British signed by the two admirals 
and also by Clive, in spite of the strong opposition of Watson. 
The most important terms were that—All officers of the garri¬ 
son should be prisoners on their honour, hut the soldiers were 
to be prisoners of war so long as hostilities continued. The 
sepoys had leave to return to their own country on the 
eu&st. By the ninth article — The directors, counsellors, 
and those employed under them shall have leave to go where 
they please with their cloatlis and linen/* Soon after & p.m. 
Eyre Coote took possession of the fort with a company of 
artillery, his own company of grenadiers, and the Company's 
grenadiers. 1 

The siege and defence of Chandmmgure derives its import¬ 
ance from the immense and far-reaching effect it had on the 
extension of British dominion in India. It dealt a blow which 
shook the faith of the native princes and chiefs of Western 
India in the French power» The capture of the Fort IT Orleans 
secured the safety of Calcutta, our base on the sea, and it 
made us masters of the gate of the great water-way which 
led to the rich provinces of Bengal, Bchar, and Orissa, and 
trom thence further northwards to the great central plain 
which stretches to the foot of the Himalayas. The rout at 
Flassey was a corollary of the conquest of the fortified station 
of Ckandmiagore. The success was, however, not won with¬ 
out heavy losses on both sides* In the last tremendous day 

Tb* only qurmniHscon oJUter on board the Kent that was not killed ur 
rnmnded.”— lvcs a p. i 29 r 
a Eyrt Coote's JunrnuL 
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the French lost two captains and 200 other men killed and 
wounded. The numbers of the British force on land were 
not seriously reduced, owing to Clive’s deliberate and well- 
plamicd attack. It was on the Tyger and the Kent the full 
Inry ol the storm burst. Un board the former 13 men were 
killed and 50 wounded. 1 Among the wounded was Admiral 
Poeock. An officer on board writes: " Mr. Poeuck is still 
very lame and swelled about the kgs but not greatly hurt; 
the splinters flew so thickly about him, that he was scratched 
most shockingly and covered with blood from head to foot/’ 
In the Kent the casualties amounted to 10 killed and 49 
wounded. Every commissioned officer but one was hit or 
killed. Among the wounded were the captain and his son, 
an “ aid-de-camp or, rather, as we call them on board, the 
people that pass the word/' 

“ Gue shot look off Captain Spuke’s calf of his left legg, and 
struck off Billy Speke’s thigh ; as soon as one got up lu* saw the 
other, and a shocking sight it was. Billy bora it very courageously, 
and l be other was no more concerned lor liimse.ll but said, ' Father 
and son ut one time and with one shot is hard Indeed.’ One would 
have staid on the deck, and the other wanted Lo be dressed in Lhe 
Admiral’s eabbin, but the Admiral insisted on their being taken 
down to Lhe surgeon." 

Ives, the surgeon, tells us how Billy refused to be touched 
until his father’s wound had been attended to, and after being 
assured that this had been done, he exclaimed, pointing to 
a fellow sufferer, “ Pray Sir look to and dress this poor man 
who is groaning so sadly before me.’’ When he had been 
assured that this had already been done, lie submitted to Jus 
wound being examined, and calmly observed, 1! Sir 1 fear 
you must amputate above the joint/’ Ives replied, “ I must.” 
The operation was performed above the joint of the knee. 

“ During the whole time the Intrepid youth never spake a 
word or uttered a groan that could be heard at a yard dis¬ 
tance/’ The next day the son was removed to the house 
of a friend, for the first eight or nine days young Speke's 
symptoms were favourable. A change took place. The 

1 Leltur irum Admiral Watson— Ktnl, elf ChainJiTntt^jre, March 3 i, 1757. 
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night before he died the lad sent the following incoherent 
note, written in pencil, to Ives - 

" // Mr* Ives will consider the disorder a son must be ln t when he is 
told he is dying, and is gel in doubt whether his father h not in as good 
a state of health. 1f Mr. Ives is not too baste to honour this chitt/ which 
nothing bat the greatest uncatfftrss could draw from me* The boy waits 
an answer/* 

** Immediately on receipt of this note, I visited him/' says Ives, 
41 and lie had sLMl sense enough left to know who I was. He then 
asked it his falher wav dead. ' Na/ 1 replied, + nor h he in any 
danger* l assure yon; he is almost well. 1 'Thank God ?—Mien why 
did they tell me so? I am now satisfied* and ready io die/ At that 
time lie had a locked-jaw, euuI was in great distress, but I under¬ 
stood r\vry word he so inarticulately uttered : he begged my pardon, 
for having fas lie obligingly and tenderly expressed himself ) disturbed 
me uL so early an hour, and before the day was ended* surrendered 
up a valuable life/' 

The spurks of human excellence appear in the dark clouds 
of war¬ 


t Chit —a letter or note. 


CHAPTER XVIII 

1757 ; CLIVE AND OWIClfUND 

After the fall of Chandemagore Admiral Watson returned 
with the squadron to Calcutta* and Clive encamped about 
a mile to the northward of the town. He intended, a* lie 
says* by this small advance northwards 41 to strike some awe 
into the Nabob arid facilitate our business at the Durbar/' 1 
The moods of Surajah Dowla varied as the wind. He had 
no sooner sent the letter implying his consent to an attack 
on Chandertiagore than he repented of the act. He now 
desired Watts to write to Clive that he would not have war 
made in his country. The Nawmb himself wrote to Clive 
on March 15 that he had received friendly communications 
from the dreaded Afghan, and bad therefore abandoned the 
idea of marching to Patna. He added ; 

" I loot on iliib blessing as the e-fleet of my friendship with you, 
I therefore write that yon need not give yourself the trouble of 
coming. 1 have great pleasure in your friendship. Since on a single 
letter of mine you were ready to come to my assistance I make no 
doubt that whenever 1 shall desire you to come and assist me, you 
wiH be ready to Join me. I now write that you need not give your¬ 
self the lrouble of coming/' 

Clive continued to be bombarded with letters From the 
Nawab, and is said to have received no fewrer than ten of 
them in one day p and these in very opposite styles, 41 which 
the Colonel answered punctually with id I the calmness and 
complacence imaginable.” 

The Nawab, prompted by vanity and fear, sent an envoy 
to Clive to net as a mediator and compose the differ cnees 
between the contending powers. Hut the time for mediation 
had passed. The French had sent glowing accounts of fictitious 

J Letter from Colonel Clive tu the Secret CummlUcr, London, dfiled Catlap 
near ClmtuJeningfln 1 , April 18, 1757. 
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success to the Nawnb. Eat when the envoy discovered 
that the French outposts had been driven in. lie “ ex I oiled 
the English highly and threw all the blame upon the French/" 
O 11 the nth news reached the Nawab that a town two miles 
west of Chandernagore was in the hands of the English, 
and that his troops had been withdrawn from it. Nuncomar* 
who had received a fresh bribe, wrote to the Nawab ; u That 
as the French were unable to resist the English, he had there¬ 
fore ordered his troops to Hughly, lest his victorious colours 
should he involved in their disgrace/ 1 1 

Su rajah Dow] a was greatly disturbed by the news from 
Chandernagore^ hut he recovered his courage when he heard 
from his spies that the English batteries hud not damaged 
the fort. He gave orders that a division of his armies under 
the command of Rai Dulab shnuld advance towards Chandrr- 
nagorc. He lived in the vain hope that this show of Force 
would induce Clive to raise the siege. Eat Clive was not so 
easily deterred- The day before the capture nf Fort D'Orkans 
he wrote to Rai Dulab, with that tone of sclf-eonlidenec which 
distinguishes his letters; 

11 1 hear you are arrived within 20 miles of Htigbly, Whether 
you ure com? as a friend or an enemy I know not, If as the latter, 
say so at once, and I will send some prnple out to fight you Imme¬ 
diately. If as the former, I beg you will stay where you are. for 
we can conquer the enemies we have to dual with here if they were 
ten times stronger.” 

He added; 

Ti I now declare Lo you Ll>e French are our greatest r nr mica, and 
J will destroy them/* 

The same day he wrote to the Nawab with animation and 
some irony ; 

" If you are determined to march this way J cannot forbid it, 
but J should be very sorry Lo see the troubles renewed. As 1 per- 
suarte myself you will have pleasure m bearing good tidings from 
me. I therefore write this to inform you that hitherto I have only 
made use of musketry a gains! the French, but to-morrow early I 
shall open my batteries, and the ships will begin their fire, so that 
by the blessing of God I hope the place will be our own tn morrow. 

1 ** But another weTt-applled bribe to Nuneojnai:. the Governor nf 
removed all obstacles."—ScraHon* p r 71. 
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I IJm day heard of Hoy Duiluh's march. I am much obliged in 
you. but m this case have do occasion for assistance. I pray that 
’lour Excell, my may be ever victorious over your real enemies, 
and tfiat God may bkss you with health and prosperity/* 

As soon as Fort D‘Orleans surrendered Clive sent a special 
note to Lhe iVEiwnb informing him of tile event and ascribing 
Ins success to the blessing of the Almighty, “ and the influence 
of your favour,” He added : 

*As I am pel’s waded you wQl hr pleased at my success, there¬ 
fore L thought proper ami necessary to send you the particulars of 
Ihrs victory. My heart is earnest in your interest, mid shall be always 
ready wiLb my own life and that of my whole army to drive away 
jour enemies. I hope that by Your Excellency's favour all our 
enemies in your country will fall into our hands." 

The rage of the Xswub when he heard that Chanflcrnagore 
hud been taken was great, but the fear of an Afghan invasion 
dominated him, and six days after the receipt of Clive’s letter 
he replied : 

" Tlle particulars of your victory at t rankedongy which I had 
long been impatient to hear, gave me inexpn sslblc pleasure. I thank 
Cod that your enemies so easily fell into your hands, and that ttiHr 
great phice is fallen into your hands. ^ uii have no longer any un¬ 
easiness on their account. It has pleased God to mak> you and all 
your friends happy in this great victory." 

Clive forwarded to Watts duplicates of his letters to 
Surajah Dowla, with instructions as to his future policy towards 
the Nawab : 

" The Bent of our Politicks hitherto has been by haughty and 
by submissive Letters such as the Occasion requir'd to persuade him 
to abandon Hie French to us. \Y, must in pursuit of Lhat system 
now endeavour to convince [him] Ibal what wc have done is best 
both for him and us ; the Argument that mil best serve that pur¬ 
pose must be drawn from their Actions on the Coast of ChoromandeJ, 
compared with ours on the same, that as soon as they bad made 
themselves Masters of Dekan they would not have scrupled attempt¬ 
ing the same here. Represent to him in the strongest Light what a 
State they have reduced Salabut Jung to ; thqt they have extorted 
whole provinces from him. While the Man that we support Is 
Immensely indebted to us, that by our last Advices from the Coast 
Lhey have exhibited a new piece of Treachery in the Murder of Rajah 
Vi sera puny whom they had Invited to a Feast, and conclude the 
whole with assuring him that our sole View Is to stop the ambitious 


400 


The Life of Lord Clive 


Progress of tile French. to efTecL which lie must enter into a strict 
Alliance with us ; That we shill] always be ready to support him 
against his Enemies r and: that we desire in Return only ft strict Com¬ 
pliance with his Treaty with us and tree Currency for our Trade ■ 
that we do not aim at any further Possessions than what our Fhlr- 
Eimimd has given us ’ that w'e shah he nee forwards act as Merchants, 
but shad always keep up a Force sufficient to support him against 
al] his Enemies. Tell him with such an Anuy as I now command 
the French would not fail to raise Disturbances in his Country and 
never lay down their Arms till they had extorted at leasL a province 
From him. Hut that our whole Aim is to have the Treaty made with 
him strictly complied with. Thai it is absolutely n- cessary that 
the good "Work now begun should be complcated and that tie givE 
up to ah the French and their Property wherever they art Found." 

The key of Clive's policy Was the expulsion of the French 
from Bengal. By the capture of Chandernagore the danger 
uf the past had by no means vanished. Bussy at the bead 
of a force of Europeans and sepoys was said to be at Cuttack, 
about two hundred miles from the banks of the Hugh. A 
junction between his disciplined troops and the vast host of 
the Nawab was no imaginary peril. As long as the French 
had a factory at Cossimbaznr near the capital* the court of 
Miirshidabud would be a focus of intrigue against the English 
M* Law, the chief of Cossimbazar, who had shown himself 
to be a better diplomatist than general, had obtained an 
ascendancy over the Nawab. The garrison of the fortified 
factory under his charge had been increased by fugitive-: 
from Chandernagore* 

Clive, in spite of the earnest entreaties of the Madras 
Government, had delayed returning to the coast with his 
troops until he had secured the safety of Calcutta by the 
capture of Chandernagore, and he now determined by a vigor¬ 
ous policy to complete the extinction of the French power 
in Bengal before the season of the year would permit him 
to transport his troops back to Madras* Six days after the 
fall of Fort IT Orleans Clive wrote to Bigot: 

11 I make no doubt hut the forces an? impatiently expected at 
Madras* It is a very great blow which has detained them—no less 
than the attack and taking of ChamlernagDre ; of more consequence 
to the Company, in my opinion, than the taking oi Pondicherry 
ctsdf/* 
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He proceeded to state : 

rt Out stay till August* which is now become imavoidable, wtLLp, 
l hope, settle everything here in the mrisl advantageous manner 
Jar the Company, and perhaps induce the Nabob to gi\v up all the 
French FactoryThis will be driving them out root and branch, 
l am well informed, without Chanderimgore, the Islands 1 most 
starve* and Pondicherry suffer greatly* 

" My inclination! always Lend towards the Coast ; and J hope 
to !" with you, with a very considerable force, in Soph mbi r. The 
lateness of Lhe season makes the passage very uncertain : and the 
length of It would certainly cause the loss of a great part of our forces " 

In order to induce the Nawab to give up all the French 
factories, Clive wrote to him on .March 29 as follows : 

" It is almost impossible that there can hr a lasting peace in 
your kingdom while there arc two such powerful nations Ln it, because 
whenever a war breaks out between our two Kings Lhey would not 
fail to extend the effects of It to these parts, endeavouring to drive 
each other from their Settlements in Bengal _ . , All these cir¬ 
cumstances make it absolutely necessary that Your Excellency 
should deliver op to us lhe persons and effects ol the French at Cossim- 
bazar, and their out-Settit?iuentJs T as being aur enemies. We shall 
then he without rivals* and our whole force ready to obey your com¬ 
mands, and assist you in punishing nil those who dare to molest 
the peace of your kingdom/' 

The Nawab, however, had no desire? that the English should 
be without rivals, and be was not quite certain that the whole 
British force would always be ready to obey his commands* 
As Chandernagore liad already been taken, he made a virtue 
of necessity* and sent Clive one of Ills happiest compositions: 

'■ If you want the French Factory it Is well. Whatever they paid, 
into the treasury* write to Mr. Watts to make good here, add it is 
very well; then you keep possession of Lhe Factory, BuL if it he 
agreeable to you, it will he showing yourself a man of a great mind 
to give it up to them that they may carry on their trade as before/' 

Clive did not adopt the Nawab*® suggestion. On the 
contrary p the two admirals, also Clive and Kilpatrick, thus 
communicated their views to the Select Committee on the 
following day: 

M Having taken into consideration the disposal of lhe Fort of 
Chanderaagore, wo Imagine it will be for the interest of the Cotn- 

1 The islands of Mauritius, etc. 
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pany and of the nation that it be demolished. Fur should Ltn? Nabob 
from the capricious ness of his disposition once again turn his arms 
against Jus], or should the French bu able to send a force into this 
Province, two garrisons wffl be more than we can will maintain, 
especially after the departure of the squadron and return of the 
Madras troops. Wet should be glad to know your sent, linen Is on 
this subject." 

The Select Committee concurred, and a few months later 
Fort IT Orleans was demolished. 

A more immediate danger embarrassed Clive from the 
action of M* Renault and his Council- After the surrender 
of Fort D’Orleans some of the most important Frenchman 
of the settlement went to Chinsura (the Butch station), 
where they had sent their wives and children before the 
siege. Previous to their departure they gave their parole. 
Clive now received definite information that Mi Renault 
and his Council had not only harboured the French prisoners 
who had escaped from Chandernagore, but furnished them 
with money, guides* and even arms for their march to Cossim- 
bazar. They had also begun to assemble as a governing 
body, arid “ by their correspondence kept up the spirit of 
Law and his party and intimidated the Nabob with reports 
of Busses army being near/* Clive promptly met the new 
danger. On April 12 lie sent the following letter “ to Peter 
Renault Esq*, and French gentlemen who have given their 
parole.” 

' r Gentlemen, --Give me leave to represent to you, that 1 think 
a parole of honour, either given verbally or in writing, to be the most 
sacred thing on earth ; such who receive this indulgenee are always 
esteemed gentlemen of unqiiEstinmthle reputation, who, being actuated 
hy principles of honour only T will not make use of the Jifn-rly granted 
them of being prisoners at large In any shape to the disadvantage 
of that nation whose prisoners they are, Now 1 am informed you 
have meetings and carry on a correspondence with the country 
Government and your Subordinate Factories. 11 there be any 
truth in this report, that you make use of that liberty granted you 
in any shape to tlie disadvantage of the English nation, you will hr 
no longer looked on as men of honour or entitled tn the advantage 
you now enjoy, I could wish, tfttulernen, to give satisfaction on 
that head, that you woukl separate, some go to Seram pore, the 
Danish Settlement, some to Calcutta, and some may have liberty 
to stay In the town of Chinch urn and in Chftmlettiagore.” 
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As the Frenchmen on parole declined to accept his sug- 
g ration. Clive wrote the next day the following peremptory 
note to Peter Renault late Governor of Chandemagore 
and to the gentlemen late of Council there 11 ; 

" Gentlemen,—By virtue of your parole of honour I summon you 
in the mime of His Britan nick Majesty Lo render yourselves sit 
Ghandemagore the 14th April at 10 o'clock in the forenoon- 

” Dated at the English Camp the 13th April 1757/' 

Clive also sent an officer to the Governor of Chinsura 
to demand the surrender of the Frenchmen who had given 
their parole at in the Admiral’s and my name, and I flatter 
myself that you will he kind enough to have them escorted 
out of your bounds where proper persons will be ready to 
receive them.'* Renault and his Council represented to the 
Dutch Governor that they were not prisoners of war* as he 
could see from the capitulation, and so not under the orders 
of Clive * Renault informed the British officers that their 
parole had been extorted by force:, and was therefore nut bind¬ 
ing on them. Alfred Hisdont, the Dutch Governor of Chin- 
sura, stated their ease in a letter to Clive* who replied: 

M Persons on their parole, such as the French gentlemen at Chin¬ 
ch ur a In general are., must, surrender themselves whenever formally 
required, WbaL they pretend as to the Capitulation having been 
made in the name of Admiral Watson is nothing Lo the purpose. 
They surrendered the Fort themselves to an oDicer of His EritaiiMlck 
Majesty, and gave Lhcir parole conformally, by virtue of which any 
officer belonging to that Crown can afterwards call upon them to 
deliver themselves up. 1 have already summoned them as an officer 
belonging to His Britannic Majesty, and \n his name shall do it again : 
if they still refuse to comply T 1 must consider and treat them as 
enemies at open war with us, and Halter myself you will afford them 
no kind of protection, but order them immediately la leave your 
bounds. You will please lo observe, that it is on their parolr nf 
honour, and that only, that 1 call upon them to surrender Ihuu- 
SflvcsL Let me repeat that the Capitulation has nothing to do In 
this we." 

Clive enforced his arguments by a display of force. He 
.seat a body of sepoys to Chinsura, who surrounded the 
bouses where the French were residing. The Dutch director 
“told us/ 1 says Renault. " that this business did not concern 
him in any way. and the English could du :ts they liked. The 
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Director pushed the indignity so far as to tell me person¬ 
ally to leave h!s settlement.” Renault adds that ** Icar of 
Lhe violence which Lhe English sepoy* might u.se towards 
their women '' induced them to go to the British camp. (five 
wrote to Watson the same evening as follows : 

<■ a f cW ]>ays ago I infornul you of my Suspicions that some of 
Mir Gentlemen on Parole had been acting: a very base Part, which 
Suspicions 1 have now brought to Proof. The rnclosd is the Go port 
of a Frenclimati whom wc took in Chinchura, lie is not a deserter 
and dcrlnrd every Thing of his own free will. Part of his Evidence 
[5 confirm'd by two of the Governaur's own Servant (s) who affirms 
that 5 Days ago fi Frenchmen who escapd came to the Governour 
and stayd with him some Time, liiat cm coming out they Had Money 
in their Hands, and that the Governour nrderd him one of the Servants 
Uh conduct the 6 Men Lo La Vigne the Europe Captain s House which 
he accordingly did and that In the Evening b more Prisoners came, 
whom the French Governour nrderd to he carrkil to La Vlgm s 
likewise ; there :tn many other Particulars too tedious to mention 
which shall appear hereafter. The above base Behaviour of it 
Renault and some others occasioned my taking the Steps winch 
will appear by the enclos’d Papers, It was with some difficulty Mr. 
His doin' could' he prevail’d upon to order all the Gentlemen on parole 
nut of Chinchuni, which he at last alter many Consultations did. 
This Evening the Governour and Council came to nay Quarters when 
I acquainted them that Tomorrow Morning they rousL set out for 
Calcutta, with which 1 have acquainted Mr. Drake, that he may get 
Accommodations ready for them, I hope my Proceedings In this 
Affair will meet with your Approbation. I have consulted Capl : 
Martin iu every Thing who approves of all that has been flour. Be 
assured Sir that without this Step our business would have been 
but half done, a Governour and Council, which you will observe 
they call themselves in their Letter to me. must id ways have great 
Influence with the Nabob, ami be capable of doing many things 
highly detrimental to the Company* Service, arid 1 really think if 
some of them were sent Home by the Kings Fisher it Is no more 
than Lhey deserve, Laportrr and Le Count iu particular. The In¬ 
habitants aw to he with me tomorrow: lhe lowest ol them and 
such as aru no Gentlemen and. have no Pretensions to a Parole I 
shall send to prison ; the others ( will quarter Lo the Southward 
and exact such a parole as will leave it out of llieir power lo do any 
more Mischief." 

On April 15 Watson informed Clive that the Frenchmen 
had arrived, and would be detained unless they could dear 
themselves. “ Would Clive come down and bring the proofs 
of their assisting prisoners to escape, as Lhe matter was 
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delicate?*’ Renault in his appeal to the Admiral stated that 
they had been compelled by forces to sign the parole, and 
that Clive’s charge against them was based on the worth¬ 
less evidence of a deserter. Clive wrote to Watson to say 
that “ the critical situation of the Company s affairs will not 
permit of rny quitting the camp on. any consideration, and 
lie emphatically contradicted the statements oi Renault. 

” l have this instant reed your Favour, as to what AL r Renault 
says about the Testimony of a Deserter, it is inti rely false, the Man 
tlt» a wife & family it 'Lyras the latter Consideration which Induced 
him to refuse M* Renault when be Insisted upon his going Lo Cossfm- 
buzar; he came of Ills own accord & gave the Evidence before re- 
luted and never ask'd to be entertained in our Service till some 

time after. . 

“What M Renault affedges about being oblig'd to sign the Parole 
is entirely false; he <t every one else signed the parole of their own 
l ivf. ^ 111 ; i am sure it was never meant either by you or me that 
the Cnmpanvi Servants should be free to go where & do what tliey 
pleased: thev broke thro 1 the Articles of Capitulation by suffering 
ho many mien to Escape out of the Fori, & setting tire to sundry 
Goods at a time when (iapt 1 Buchanan desired they would give him 
admit Ian Ci- which was absolutely refused. 

" Their having kept their parole in not leaving Chinchura is another 
Falsity; for Mons r S l Martin a French officer who gave his Parole 
and irccivd his Effects, went to Cosstmbuzar and is now with M r 
Law as an* 1 am persuaded many more. To haw a good opinion of 
M' Renault would be doing him more Justice than his Countrymen 
ever did; his suffering the Inhabitants to enlcr the Ware Houses 
&. look nut a Number of Gold watches & conceal them In their Chests 
was u very dirty Action & an Infringement Df the Capitulation. 

The Admiral refused to have any further correspondence 
with the French, and they were kept as prisoners at Calcutta 
until after the victory of Hussey, when they were allowed 
to return to Chandernugore. 

TYliile this episode was in progress the English difficulty 
with the Nawab was fast coming to a point. They pressed 
Ilim to expel the French from his dominion and to fulfil all 
the articles of the treaty. Surajafa Howls played the game 
of diplomacy with considerable skill. He wanted time. He 
hoped that when the monsoon was over Clive would return 
with his troops to Madras, and then Calcutta would again 
be at his mercy. He wrote at the end of March 1J to the 
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Distinguished of the Empire, the Sword of Riches* the Vic¬ 
torious In War* Monsieur Rosie Bahadur: 

" I um advised that you are arrived at Echapore, this news gives 
me pleasure, the sooner yon come here the greater satis!action l shall 
have in meeting you. What can J write of the perfidy of the English ? 
they have without ground picked a quarrel with Monsieur Rennauit 
and taken by farce his Factory. They want now to quarrel with 
Monsieur Law your Chief at Cas&mibuzar, hut I will take care to 
oppose and overthrow Lhcir proceedings. Wlien you emnr to Balla- 
suro t will then send Monsieur Caw to your assistance> unless you 
forbid his setting out, Jii-sL assured of my good will towards you 
and your Company/' 

Hq lived in daily hope that Bussy would come to hm aid t 
and until he could gratify his consuming desire of expelling 
the English out of Bengal fie determined to temporise with 
them. He informed Clive that as the French had by a grant 
oi the Mogul Emperor built their several factories in his king¬ 
dom* lie could not without injuring his character deliver up 
these factories and goods unless he had an or del- from them. 
If Clive would only obtain an order from M, Renault there 
would be no further trouble. Clive replied : 

" Now that I hove granted terms to Mr, Renault, and that he 
Is under my protection. 11 Is contrary to our cub torn alter this to 
use violence* and without IL how would lie ever ul his awn will and 
pleasure write to dr-sire you to deliver up his masters properly"? 
Weigh the jus Lice of this in your own mind, " 

The Xawab next stipulated that the English should in¬ 
demnify the Mogul Emperor for the loss erf the duties paid 
by the French* To this Clive immediately agreed. He wrote 
on April 10 to the Nawnb: 

4 ’ Bl- satisfied with niy engaging to make good to Your Excellency 
the King’s customs arising on the French trade, and taking care that 
the Empire suffer nothing hy the taking of Chundemagorc* and 
the delivery of (he French* their Factories and effects, This ] promise 
to do as long as they are kept ouL of your country/* 

He added: 

It gives me great concern to find there Is so much delay In 
fulfilling the Articles of Peace* II la a long time since Your Excel-* 
lenry promised to fulfil every thing in fifteen days; twice that time is 
passed, and must ni the material Articles as far from being put Into 
execution as ever. Every day I receive complaints on this subject/ 1 
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Tie called upon the Nawah in the most emphatic and 
solemn manner to fulfil the several important articles oi the 
treaty still not executed. The Nawab, moved by Clive’s 
determined tone, adopted a stratagem. He wrote to him on 
the I-ith that he had ordered “ Mr. Law - & his people out 
of the province. He also wrote to the Admiral: 


" YOUB letters at several times, 1 have received, with the news 
of vow health, which has given me great pleasurr. The purport 
of them I have didv understood; and for your satisfaction, and in 
observance of the agreement between us, Lo look upon each others 
enemies as our own, I have expelled Mr. Law with all bis adherent, 
from mv country, and have given strict orders to all my iVuiAs and 
Faugedars not to permit them to remain in any part ul my dominions. 
I am ready upon all occasions to grant you my assistance. H u> 
French ever enter the province with a great or small Iun*t " 
a design of making war upon you; God and his Prop tuis are between 
us that whenever you write to me, J will he your ally, anil join yo 
wiih ail uiv force. Host satisfied in this point, and be assured of ni> 
resolution to remain inviolably by the promises which I have made 
In niy letters, and in the treaty concluded betwixt ns. 


On April 14, the same day that Surajah How!a wrote 
to Clive and Watson, Watts wrote to Clive’s private secre¬ 
tary that the Nawnh had ordered the French nut of his dominions 
and promised to support the English with Ids whole force, 
hut that he had heard that the Nowab had actually token 
the French into his service, and they were going to 1 atmi. 
He also mentioned that the Nawab had recently again t reat 
ened him with personal violence. On the 16th Watts informed 
Clive that “ the French left their Factory and marched through 
the citv to-day” Two days later lie states that Lhe Nawab 
replies that he has ordered the French out of his dominions, 
but will do nothing further. “ If wc pursue them he declares 
that the agreement will no longer subsist, and if 1 have sure 
intelligence that forces are being sent, I must depart. e 

Nuwab’s subterfuge kindled the rage of the honest sailor, 
and Watson wrote to him on the 19th: 


.■ i jj aYC already laid you, and l now repeat it again, that while 
s Frenchman remains in this kingdom I will never cease pursuing 
him " 


1 Walt* to Clive, MoorilawlntiBilj April IS, 
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He added : 

> . . you will re licet upon the oath you have taken, you cannot 
^ it Join with me Ln what follows : As soon as fkwsimbuzar Is properly 
„nrruaiie<]. to which place our troops will speedily begin their march, 
desire you will grant a dustuck for the passage of two thousand 
of our soldiers by land to Patna* 1 ' * 

Watson’s demand increased the fierce wrath of the Nawab 
against the English. Watts, as his letters show, was timid, 
and he vacillated. At one time he suggested that Clive should 
dispatch at once an armed force; he then urged in turn that 
Uive should take no decisive steps unless he thought it worth 
\viile. He informed Clive’s private secretary on the 20th 
that the Nawab swears that his patience is at an end, and 
he will march against us. “ Pray consider the loss to the 
Company If war broke out at this juncture Surely we should 
e quitt, . Clive, seeing that Watts lacked, firmness, ordered 
Luke Seraitou, a younger and stronger man, to stop at Mur- 
smdahad on his way to Dacca, Scrafton fn a letter to the 
private Secretary describes the stormy scene that was enacted 
in the Nawab s court on April 19 : 

h . nr 1 Cann ?5 bet:|J TCS ™tnient long conceaJ. il; bis 

b.-^lw hlm h ; da> ’' * i Wherl 0ur wt/utel went to Him, the instant 

Mint v^r ! I t ' rEd "!” to b “ lumed out af thl Harbor; as the 

1 llr T" heartl him Sa V- ■ 1 will destroy them and 

iw ^ Nf : r Jaffer was ordered lo march and he would 

wrttiL h ^?T lf ; n hm iisl£l ‘ d L,lc rta3Qn hc said * they are always 
Lo <kHvw L P the ***«&; I will receive no more or their 

Surajah DowJa’s hot mood was quieklv followed b\ a cold 
ht. Scrafton informs Walsh that the next day the Nawab eoun- 
mjianded Meer Jafiicr’s (Mir Jafar) march and senL for the 

. j or a S ent “ gives him beetle.” * Surajah Dowla 

had, alter the bombardment of Chandernagore. a haunting 
dread of the British men-of-war, and Scrafton writes * “He 
is cut Ling down Plaey grove to stop the river that way, and 

; 2 Vfltt * t0 WaUh. April -M, I7a7. 

• NHftn"""' W ' If n' ■ I(,nr!hc ' ,; ‘ 1,i “l. April 30. 

combination ul bJtel . all[l £ M ed t»T the 

<*“• -f n*«) to U **H*T •*** ** 
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he is flinging up the sand to prevent the water entering this 
river, at any rate least our ships should come up. Oh the 
fool/ 1 Clive, writing two days afterwards to Watts, states : 

r * The Nawab's behaviour makes it very difficult to pursue such 
Measures as may not in their Consequence be approved or tils- 
approved of according to our Success, his late Transactions carry 
with them the Appearance of an Amendment in the Situation of! his 
Allair, Surely he has rec' u some Hopes of Bossy's Approach or 
has accommodated Matters with the F&tans* FT they were approach¬ 
ing I think lie would never put us at Defiance which i think lit has 
done by his Message to you,” 

At the dose of his Setter lie says : 

* w Alter Lhe Nabob's last Message I cannot depend upon his Friend¬ 
ship. and therein re shall get every Thing ready fur a March. I shall 
consult the Committee and not willingly undertake any Thing which 
may occasion a Hupture without I am obliged to it ; notwithstanding 
] shall write the Nabob in high Terms,” 

On, the following day Clive wrote ill his own hand to the 
Nawab : 

" Your behaviour to our va equal has given me great uinas in ess ; 
however that Is over and forgotten. Trust me and I will be faithful 
unto you to the last, but remember that 11 you have given ear to 
my enemies and suv resolved to break through the Articles of Agree¬ 
ment, you will become responsible for all thu blood that shall he 
spilled, and all the mischief that shall be 'luJle.” 

On April 26 the Nawab in his reply disclosed that Clive’s 
surmise as to the cause of the change in his attitude was 
correct. 

" By the favour of Cod,” he wrote, M peace has been agreed 
upon betwixt Aehmud Shah Ahdally and me. By repeated advices 
I am informed of his re t urning by continued marches from Iirlhi 
to his own country, and that he had got as far as Panipul aud Suniput. 
As i look upon Abdal3y T s returning at this lime in the light uF a 
victory, for your pleasure and satisfaction 1 have acquainted you 
with II.” 

In the ojYicial communication was enclosed a brief note, 
which ended as follows : 

TW As by your army's marching this way the treaty must be 
infringed and the Kingdom sutler ; on this account J write you, so 
that if yon do send an army this way. it Is you who break the 
treaty, and I am blameless. I have directed my generals, when 
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they receive accounts of your having begun your march, to set 
out to meet you." 

At tilt same time the IVawab ordered Jlecr Jaffier, with a 
I orce estimated at iij.UOO men, to march to Plassey, where 
tlie troops under Jt&i Dulab "which had been sent to relieve 
Lhandernagore were stationed, (.live determined to waste no 
more time in argument or persuasion. He had discovered 
tiiat the grave quarrel with the Nawab admitted of a different 
solution. 

It is not an English chronicler, but a contemporary Indian 
historian whose testimony is of great weight, who tells us that 
Surajah Dowla, by his fiery and choleric temper, by his cruelty, 
by his treachery, by his avarice, provoked the resentment 
of his Court and camp. Chuiam Husain Khan, the author 
of -The Seir Mutaqherin, nr View of Modem Times,” states 
that S Li raj ah. Dmvla insulted his Mohammedan chiefs 11 and 
thoroughly estranged them from him by his harsh language 
and his shocking behaviour; nor were the principal citizens 
of Murshidabad hotter used, Djagat-Seat (Jagat Seth) espe¬ 
cially. ’ 1 The Indian historian proceeds to mention that “ all 
these were tired of living under such an administration 
and n i.shvd no better than to be rid of such a government,” 
and when they perceived any symptom of active discontent 
they sent secret agents to the party with exhortations to 
contrive some mode of deliverance; under promise of their 
(icing heartily and effectually supported.” On Law leaving 
Murshidnlmd all trace of Trench power in Bengal vanished, 
and, as the Nawab could not rely on their aid, the old cliiefs 
and ministers approached Jagat Seth. “ and ail these joined 
together in the scheme of oversetting Seradj-ed-dooluh, whose 
character o| ferocity and thoughtlessness kept them in con¬ 
tinual alarms, and whose fickleness of temper made them 
tremble. ’ And "every one (was) firmly persuaded that the 
concurrence of the English was a necessary piece to the com¬ 
pletion of his wishes.” The conspiracy to' get rid of Surnjah 
Dowln w‘;is formed amongst the Mohammedan otlieers and 
Hindu capitalists who were his own subjects. When Clive, 

1 "Seir MutaqhErLo/* p, 7E3. 
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and the English Counoil acting under his strong influence, 
wore made aware of their designs they lawfully arid rightfully 
entered into them. 1 

Sum]ah Dowla had struck Jagat Seth t the great Hindu 
banker, on the face, and according to the native historian 
had mortally affronted him tl by some times threatening him 
with circumcision.^ a it was Jagat Seth who tirst approached 
the English. Serafton in his letter to the private secretary 
(April 2(1), describing the stormy Mcene at the Nawab's Court, 
mentions that Gmichimd is gone to Juggutseat. I know 
the intent of his sending for him before hand * it is to com¬ 
municate to him Ms desire tliat we should set up Lattcy. 1 * 
Two days afterwards Watts wrote Lu Clive as follows : 

41 Since writing the above, Oraichtmd ha^ by my desire had it 
meeting with Melc Godaii Yar Cavrn Laitty. who has engaged that, 
whenever the Nabob breaks with us he will join us as soon as passible 
with lias whole loret on condition of our making him Nabob : in 
recompense for which he will grant the Company a large extent of 
country near Calcutta, and a sum of ready money sufficient to satisfy 
the navy, tnlLiLjrv, ami all the inhabit a nt > of Calcuttu » that we 
shall enter into a leagut- together, offensive and deleiisiVF against 
a]I enemies whatever. He requests you. will write a soothing letter 
Lu tin Nabob, which may entirely allay the apprehensions he has 
of us and induce him to march northward, which he will the moment 
his fears of os cease. Omichund and Godau Yar Lawn Laitty both 
assure me the Nabob will break his agreement with us, that tie has 
entertained the French in Ms sendee, and Lb at they will not go beyond 
Patna. All Lhal we have to do is to lull him into security, and by 
that means induce him to march northward. You must be sensible 
what great honour will accrue lo you from this project and how 
much secrecy is necessary/* 

On April 2fl Clive wrote to the Admiral : 

41 I have not reecd a Letter from him (the Nawab) Ibis many 
Days. In short there is such Confusion and Discontent at Musa- 
davad, from the Nabobs weak Conduct, & Tyranny, that 1 haw 
reed certain advice of several great Men, among whom are Juggut 
Seat £ Mecr .laifeir, being in League together to cut him off & set 
up Margodaunyer Cawn Luttee, a Man of great Family. Power & 
Riches* supported Tooth & Nail by JugguL Seat/ 1 

* - The Briliah In Tfwfla /* by the flight Hon- Sir WilUiiai Melbourne /units. 
Lord Justice of AppeuL 

■ « Selr Sliitaqlierln/* p- ?59. 

* Var Lutv Kh.iu, 
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The same day Watte wrote to Clive informing him that 

Meer Ja filer, supported by two thief men of the Court and 
others, 

„r! U L n ;t dy atld ™ 1Uae t0 J oin lhtir «l2e the Nabob and set 

up jnulhcr person approved of.” 

He added: 

** y °i* approve of this scheme, which is more feasible than 
Vfiiir° ttler 1 r T °I C : ' b ' nlt * hlt (Meer -IjIMt) request* you will write 
m ^ ** y ° U VVaDt - “ Whflt Julies 

Watts enclosed a copy of a letter from Nunco.nnr in which 
he informed the Nawab that he was presenL at a review of 
the whole British force at Chandernagore, and that Clive 
had informed him that he intended to “ begin mv match 
to-morrow towards the Xaboh and do you acquaint him with 
it. The statement was absolutely false. It was an act of 
revenge because the British had failed to obtain for the traitor 
the confirmation of bis appointment as Governor of Hurii 
Before he received this letter Clive wrote to Watts: 

Sin,-f wrote tJjr Nabob a letter a few days aco which I h™ 

&ant e tn D h^ e U T a,jd . cylln his re ™itntent. 'l have sent Captain 
L * to hnng down the money, the Gentlemen being in want*i f it 
to carry o„ the investment. The mflitaiy we ordSd down bL 
* / the COnteilt ‘ ; ot y° UT Kittor of the 23rd 

th ■ !m M ilb ° h ^solved t0 sapr ' fice ™» ™ must avoid it bv striking 

£ M L Bld eni,,jire Sf be a man of Interest 

fc h f a Moorman ? May not all be over,,! bv the Afghans if thev 

boifnm m a ° y i “ tcrcSt thL ' re? You should consider the 

executions. “ d * p ° 8Slfale «*W«H « tn any 


true tUar Meer ,flfBcr wants to « cl rid of the Nabob. 


\ hope It is 


nuilltary from Cossimbuzar are de-sertprs a n a k 

Wmeni U th ^ Pl ° l tl,kkem > 1 E ^if slip some of the KinjTs 

Rem^X^rtTC ™ nm011 ^ Alii5ready,0 m^hi, ig . 

Watts ordered Grant and his party to return, as “ there 

to "ITJT t,iat ^ ai,,,,umition is found in our boats, 
o cut o the nose and ears of the soldiers and people bvW- 

Cifve that h **? S - nCt, ' V senrcJl « L ” He informed 

Clive that the French arc kept ut Hajanmhal and the “Fytans ” 
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:irr returned. il Upon thid the Nahoh is very Uppish. The 
three fourths of tlie Army are Jiis enemies. When the agree¬ 
ment with Meer J&ffe&r is settled we cannot have a man more 
powerful. There is none equal to him.” He implored Clive 
to keep what lie wrote S4 an inviolable secret and talk of nothing 
else but merchandize : and he concluded with the following 
significant advice: “ I request you will order your army 

to Calcutta and keep only a garrison m t'handernagore, and 
appear to give up all thought of war^ and send your people 
jjo where but keep quid. ' 1 

Give had been corresponding directly firnni his camp with 
Watts, Scraftoiu and the Xawab. This aroused the jealousy 
of the Committee, and on April 2S they wrote to him desiring 
that all letters concerning the Company's affairs might be 
answered by the advice of the Select Committee and not by 
Clive himself. They did not object to Scrafton remaining in 
31 urs hi dab a A but maintained that in all affairs concerning 
their employers Mr. Watts was the person to whom application 
should be made. They expected that the large expenses for 
troops would cease at the end of the month. 2 Clive replied 
promptly : 

** 1 have just received your letter of the 2Stb. The stiU' and 
purport of which I must confess to you surprised me. You surety 
forgot, Gentfemen, that at a Committee held here so laic as the 
23rd I laid my letters before you, consulted vvilli you on the general 
measures to ho taken In the conduct of our aifalrs with the Govern¬ 
ment* and was desired to manage a certain secret correspondence 
at the Durbar r WbaL has since cornu to my knowledge r have com¬ 
municated to the President, and Indeed I cannot think I have ever 
been deficient In acquainting you with all particulars, and advising 
you whenever the subject was important enough to require il- 

ip It will not be improper Lo scud an European of capacity and 
secrecy, as you obsurvv, to Mr. Watts, hut if you mean thereby that 
t nthiiig on so nice a subject, is to be committed to writing, you may 
have occasion to despatch many such persons before the negotiation 
is concluded. Let me observe to you a correspondence by cyphers 
as now practised is not less secret, and doubtless it is much more 
expeditious, which is of great moment in particular conjunctures." 3 

i Utter from Mr. Watts to Colonel CLlve, dated April 2S, 1757. 

* Fowls M SS, —LrUer& r April to June, 1757* 

Select iooa. VoL IL, pp. 367-S. 
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On the following day. May l, 1757, CMve w*nt down to 
Calcutta and laid before the Select Committee the whole 
correspondence. 

(t "P 10 Committee then considered whether Kiev could accent 
the offers f ,f Veer J a flier and decided that as (lie Nabob cannot hi- 
rclk'd upon, a revolution will be lor tile interest of the Company, 
on the fa lowing pounds, (l) hjs dishonesty and insolence show that 
he recently made treaty was concluded by him only to gain tW 
(2) he almost absohrte certainty of his intention to break the peace 
V ll!s ln J- rl G^P5 with the French, (3) the hatred felt for the 
b * v CV «7^T it probable that there will be a Revolution 

whe her we interfere or not, and it would he a mistake not to assist 
bis probable successor and so obtain the exclusion „f the French," 

On these grounds it was agrterl to support Meer JalVier 
ami certain terms were drafted on which thev promised their 
alliance. It was " Agreed Lb at Colonel Clue transmits these 
terms to Mr. Watts and urge him to expedition.” On May 2 
Clive wrote to Watts ns follows ; 

withThTrZ™?# LhC 29t 'l iS ? me lu au>± Evcj y thing Is settled 
LjmnuLtye t enclosed arc- Lhe proposals: and if there 

any other Articles which you and Umychimd think necessary to hr 
added, you have full Liberty so to do? or leave uiS^Sk m 
ihink: may hurt our Cause or give Disgust, ns for any Gratuity \he 
new Nahnh may bestow on the Troops, is left to Ids GmcmSv & 
your i OMychutitli Maria gctncnti 

Now for Busina 

™\ d f cara P pari nl <mr Forces return to 
c , ’ . 0 tJ, hcr will go Into Gums on here, ami to take away oil 

fHSS I h «*? t :<U th< ' ArtUk °' & t ™HmH to be embarkd 

l t ri! r IKE^ f " t f |l ’ utla - 1 have wrote the Nabob a southing 
,j r- accompanies another of the same kind & 0 ns in Moon 
■wl affable to your Desire. Enter upon Uusiness with Mkr JatJjrr 

i“ HoLlB alter I receive 5 our Letter, which place is to hr Lhe 
rendezvous of the whole Army. The Major who commands at CaJ- 
: f . o|1 ready to embark nt a Minutes Warning & has Boats 
. m. lent to carry Artillery Men Jt Stores to Niesarav I sh ail march 

nr it“ nI , Jfhj " m , aad ™ wlQ then proceed to Moxariavad 
or the place we are to be joined at Directly. 

FoilI Mm Jaflcii- to fear nothing, that ] will join him with 5000 
25 tam'd tbeir Backs and that 11 he fails siSing L wc 

shal he strong enough to drive him out of the Country assure him 

I ™„b „ le h, * Du, ,0 his ‘JZTa 2H£ 1 b fi 


Clive and Omichund 415 

long as l have a Man k-it P I am in great want of Draft Bullocks you 
must send some at all Events when you hear I am upon the March, 1 

The contest now resolved itself into a trial of diplomatic 
skill between Clive and the Nftwab. Clive, in his soothing 
letter* to the Nawsb* stated : 

" Yesterday my army broke up their camp ; more than half is 
gone to Calcutta, the rest remain at Chmidernagarc. Calcutta Is 
become a place ol such misery since your army has almost destroyed 
It* that there is not room for more soldiers without endangering their 
lives by sickness. However, farther to satisfy you* I shall order 
down to Calcutta all my Add cannon, I expect to hear that your 
army ha* retired likewise to Muxadavad* and lhat you have been 
as expeditious in performing what you promised as I have," 

The closing sentence contained a delicate hint: ' 1 shall 
reside at the French Garden* a very convenient and pleasant 
house to the soutkward of Chimdcmagore," 

The Nawab was not soothed. He kept his army at Plassey* 
he sent money to Law and told him to remain quiet at 
Raiamah 41 When Monsieur Bussie Bahaudur <fec comes on 
this side of Cuttack I will then send for you*” On May 1 
Law wrote: “I have just received a letter from the Nabob 

1 Proposal*. —l- An Alliance QlTcnslvt and Defensive against nil Enemies 
Country or European, iL The Fumrh fugitives to Ik t„iV :._h and deliver'd up 
lo us. All Lhclr Factory* to he delivcnl up lo u<s In ordnr to hr destroy'd. The 
French never to be permitted to resettle hi this Subuh Ship. In Gonsldmilnn 
nr TiVL lI'.'Il tin- EnjgUnh Company will unnuiLEy pay tliu Amount of Duties unmUy 
paid Into the King's Treasury on the French Trade or a sum not exceeding 
5O,0f|ti Rs nzumnllv* % Restitution of the Company* whole Loss by the hiking 
vt CldcuUa it their Out Settlements, also ReatUudnu for thf Losses of liiLl Euro- 
pta.DE by Ditto its may he faklv stilted by Adm- Wat son. Governor, Colonel 
Ctlve p W m Watts E*q K - Mtijor Kidpatrkk, & Eedwr* Blacks 4 Anncuinu* 
ttre not Included* *i- That I he whole uf our Plnmiawnd lie compil'd with 
ami all other Grants ever mode to us particuhirly in the Treaty with Sti Hajuh 
Duwl et, &, That the Bounds nf Calcutta In extend the whole Circh of Ihc 

Dilch dug upon the Invasion nf the Mornttas also gun Yards without it for on 
Esplanade. The Inhabitants dwell lug within our Bound Jr In be entirely subject 
to the English Law* & Govcrnm L 6, ThuL wc have Liberty to fortify 4 Cnrtlson 
our Fnctnrvs n f Co&5lniblJ£ar 4 Dacca us WO thlllk proper and a SuEHeh til. Esplan- 
ade bo paileti as round each. That Convoys too Jt fro from our Setilejueiit to 
i mother br permit ted to puss without InUmiptlun «■? Mohsi ..lion. 7- Hint 
the Moors shall erect no KortMirjUoiiS within 20 Miirt ol the Stiver Side [nuts 
Huqhley to Ingelee. S, That a lYaet of land be made ov-r to Lhe English 
Comp* 'whose Revenues shall be sulTirierit lo maintaid a proper Force of Euro¬ 
peans 4 Seapoyv to keep out the French anti assist the Government against all 
Enemies. ft. Thai Whenever the English Troops are called to the Assistance 
of Lhe Government that the Extraordinary Espenecs of the Campaign be made 
good bv the Govern meat 10- That an English Gentleman in Quality of Envoy 
pc permitted to reside at Court* have audience whenever required & he treated 
with due Respect, 
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by which lie orders me to return to, Moorshedahad. He wishes, 
he says, to jnin us in order to fall upon the English. ' If 
the vacillating Law had carried out the wishes of the Nawab 
and marched to Murshidabsd with his detachment, it is open 
to question whether the English would have gained a decisive 
\ ietory at 1 laascy, Clive s aim was to bring matters to a 
crisis before the appearance of Bussy or Law on the scene, but 
he was heavily weighted. He had to quiet the fears of the 
feeble Government. He had to win the support of the Admiral, 
who did not wish to involve himself in an enterprise which 
he considered was entirely an affair of the Company and of 
the success of which he was in doubt. He had unaided and 
alone to watch and guide the details of an intricate intrigue, 
Scraftou went down to the French Gardens to reveal to Clive 
its numerous complicated threads. On .May 5 Clive wrote 
to Watts : 

" s ' nce m y last Serafton is arrived, from whom 1 have lesimt 
niuny particulars. . . ■ Qmlehund. 3n consideration of his services' 
should haw aEJ his losses made good by an express Article o! tin- 
treaty 


Clive’s letter must have crossed a note which Watts wrote 
Ln him on Lhe following day : 

I have let Qmyctmaii into the scheme, and am afraid he will 
starlEr- when he hears It, as he has no opinion of the Gen£oux r How- 
™ T 1 win include nothing without consuming Omychund ami 
hopL- soon to have a meeting with Meer JaUter and finish every¬ 
thing/* 


Tiy Gentoos Watts the Hindu Bankers, and 

the Seths had no opinion of Grnidiimd. Meer Jaffiec was a 
protege of I heirs, and Onuchund did not approve of the 
change from Rai Dulab to Mcer Jaftier because he knew lie 
would have no control over that powerful prince. He could 
not oppose live new arrangement with success, but he could 
gratify his two ruling pass ions—avarice and revenge. Surajah 
Dowla had agreed, when the treaty with the British wi^ made, 
to pay Ran jit Rai, the agent of the Seths and Onuchxmd* 
two lacs of rupees* a half of which was to go to the former 
and lk 2 O t O 0O gold muheezg more, which they told the Nabob 
was to be given among the leading men in Calcutta for assent- 
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ing to the treaty,” Ranjit Rai was now pressing the Nawab 
hard to pay these two sums* 11 This Omichund observed/’ 
wrote Watts to Clive: 

anil in order lo gain favour at a proper time he told the Nabob 
that If Bimjeet Roy was suffered to interfere in our a Hairs the Nabob 
would be obliged to pay the above suras, but if he disgraced him In* 
would save the money. M 1 

The foolish young Nawab followed the advice of Omi- 
chund* He disgraced Ran]it Rai t and issued orders that 
Omichund should have bis money* goods and effects de¬ 
livered up/ 4 The disgrace of their agent increased the wrath 
of the Seths against Omichund- Watts heard of his intrigue 
with the Nawab* Serafton wrote to Watts that Clive agreed 
to give Omichund 5 per cent, 41 on whatever money he may 
receive on the new contract/ 1 Watts replied that: "As i 
by no means think he merits such a favour or has acted so 
disinterested a part as I once imagined, I have not mentioned 
the 5 prr cent to him/ 3 But if he had mentioned it io Gmi- 
chund it would have fallen short of the expectations he had 
formed. In the same letter, dated May I t, Watts informs 
Clive : 

,f I showed the Articles yon sent up to Gmjchund who did not 
approve oT Mieffi, but Insisted on my drmanding for him 5 prr eenf. 
on all the Nabob's treasure, which would amount la two crane of 
rupees, besides a tjuarter ot all bis wealth, and that Meir Jaflkr should 
oblige himself to Lake from the zemindars no more than they paid 
[n Jaileir Gavin's time. To secure Roy Dolub to his interest he pro¬ 
posed giving him a quarter part of whatever they could dupe Meir 
Jaffeir out oL These and many olher Articles, hi which his own 
ambition, cunning, and avaricious views were Ibe chief motives, hr 
positively insisted on and would not he prevailed upon to recede 
from one Article.” 

Watts estimated that the value of the Nawab’s treasure 
was forty millions sterling* and that Omichund T s demand, 
therefore, amounting to two millions sterling, independent of 
the jewels, wa& excessive. But it was the common estimate 
of the hour- Omickimd's demand, however, at the lowest 
estimate formed of the treasure at the time would, with “ fdl 

* Letter from Mr. Watts to Cola rid Clive, dated May 11, 1757, 

2 B 
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Ills wealth*-* have fallen little short of one null ion of pounds 
sterling. 1 Watts wrote to Clive ; 

* m Perceiving his (Qmichund’s) obstinacy would only ruin our 
affairs and that we should alarm the jealousy and lose the good 
opinion of all people p and that the accomplishment of his treaty {If 
agreed to) would take some years* Muir JaHeLr likewise having expressed 
an tiller distrust and disgust aL his being anyways concerned in lhe 
Lrealy, and as delays are dangerous, I therefore with Pel rose z had 
a meeting with Mcir Jufleir's conhdanL t 0 who sets out to-day with 
Lhe accompanyLng Article s h which he says he is sure Meir Jaffdr 
will comply with.” 

Watts, contrary to the wish of Mccr Jaffier. inserted among 
the proposed Articles of Agreement one for £300,000 Lo Grub 
chund. The agent reached the camp on the 16th. ( live 

had to come to a conclusion at outre on it complicated and 
momentous matter—not a conclusion in the abstract, but a 
conclusion in the concrete* He hud a choice of difficulties. 
If he rejected Omichund's terms, Omichimd threatened to 
reveal the whole conspiracy to the Nawab* 4 Watts and all 
the Europeans up the country would he murdered* But 
this would not be alh The Xawab, assisted by French troops, 
would attack jutd destroy the British settlements in Bengal, 
If Clive allowed himself to be blackmailed by Omichund* 
and complied with his terms, the Seths and Meer Jaffier, he 
had every reason to think, would, according to Watts’s letter* 
refuse to agree to the treaty and the enterprise would 
have to be abandoned. The abandonment of the enterprise 
meant massacre and the destruction of the British settle¬ 
ments in Bengal. Clive had to resort to a device in 

1 Omit states; di The common people, ta whom numbers give no distinct 
ideas, ralflrt Uie&e (trenswros in mr»in:y) ul 15 millions of pounds sterling which 
nothing but idl'd ism rould fcflifve; hnl better enquiries supposed them in he 
four millions ikm\ a half; on which Oinicliund’s share would Lave hem 675,00^ 
pounds sterling/' Hi.& jewds wrrr uftcrwurilh valued at one million si crime, 
of which Oimchu ill's fourth would be E^&D,*100. 

* Kawaja Petres, an Armenian. 

t Omar Bor. loiter from Mr* Walls In Colonel Clive, dated May 1 l # 1757- 

* Onise writes: * a Whether lie would Lave betrayed it s II refused, is un¬ 
certain ; Fnr part tlf his fortune wus in the power pf I hr English and he 
had Lhf utmost wngeanee of Jaffair and Ms confederates to fear/' The 
pgrt oF his fortune in the powtr of the English was comparatively smnll- 
He knew he Lati already cv^ry reaSun to fear the anger of Meet Jafter Oflri 
his confederates. Tiis Nawub with his large army could protect him and 
amply reward Mm. 
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order to avoid civil bloodshed and to save a province from 
destruction. 

A recent biographer of Clive 1 has endeavoured to show 
that there is no evidence that Omichund used any such threat, 
and that in the circumstance it is very improbable that he 
would use any such threat in speech or writing. ** The posi¬ 
tive assertions,” he writes, “rest upon rumour, and upon 
rumour only. There is Hot a particle of proof to support them. 
Those of Malcolm, of Macaulay, and of Glrig have no other 
foundat ion than the historian Grinds ' It is said.* ” 5 Mill 
and his careful annotator are omitted. Omit writes: “ The 
audacity of the pretension implied malignant art ; B blit it is 
said he threatened to reveal the conspiracy Lo the Nawab 
il not complied with. If so, the boldest iniquity could go 
no further. Mr. Watts in his letter on the subject intimated 
that he had some apprehensions of such a consequence if 
Omichund were not satisfied.” * However, in a later part 
of his history Or me makes the following positive statement ; 
" Grounded on his importance, by knowing the secret, he 
held out the terror of betraying it to secure liis own advan¬ 
tages.” a Clive, in his evidence before the House of Commons, 
said: 

"That when -Mr, Watts had nearly accomplished tile means of 
carrying that revolution into execution, lit acquainted him. by 
letter, that a fresh rilfQcLilty had started; Lhat Omichund had 
Insisted upon 5 per cent, oil all the Nabob's treasures, and 30 Jack 
In money ; and threatened. If he did not comply with that demand, 
he would immediately acquaint Sera jab Dowln with what was going 
on, and Mr. Watts should be put to death That when he received 
this advice, lie thought art and policy warrantable in defeating the 
purposes of such a villain,’* 

The evidence of Mr. Sykes is more explicit, He said: 

“ That in the yenr 1757 he was stationed at the subordinate 
factory called Cossim t>iizar, in council ; but being on a visit to Mr, 
Watts, he found him under great anxiety ; that he took him aside, 
and tokl lirm Omichund had been threatening to betray them to 

1 “ Lnrd Clive," by Colonel G, B. Mulleson, CSX, 1862. 

1 Ibid., p. 230. 

* Tin: sc words are omitted by Colo nr'I ’ Jui le&cm, 

* Oran, Vo!. II., p. lit. 

1 WiL t p. 1S2, 
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Surajab Dnwla + and would have them oil mu rl tiered that nighl, 
unless he would give some assurances Llial \M sum promised him 
(by Mr Watts) should be made guod;—that upon this visit Mr, Watts 
further said, That be was under the grculesL anxiety how to counter¬ 
act the design of Ointehnnd ; the witness could so far say. on his 
own parl+ that Omidiund's conduct in Ihe whale scene of Lhat busi¬ 
ness was always suspected, and that he had spies upon Mr* WatLs s 
conduct.—ho apprehends that nothing was reduced 1o paper at that 
time ; tbat it was only talked of between Omkhund and Mr. Watts t 
and believes it was only a Yrrbitl promise ; he furl her safcd T that 
Serajah Dowlu was at Maxidavad at that lime, and was visited 
frequently by Mr, Watts—that he iLlie witness) was in the service 
about 20 years, from 174® to l?69.' J 

The proof then that Dmiuhimd threatened to reveal the 
conspiracy if his exorbitant demands were nut com plied with 
does not rest upon rumour, and rumour only, but on sub¬ 
stantial evidence and other circumstances auxiliary to this 
evidence. 

Clive acted promptly* He received Watts’s letter on 
May 16 , and went dovm to Calcutta. On the following day, 
at a meeting of the Select Committee* the terms proposed by 
Mr. Watts were accepted* with some modifications, except: 
" The Article in favour of Omichund, the Committee think 
should be totally left ouL as his behaviour rather merits dis¬ 
grace and punishment at our hands than such a stipulation 
in his behalf- 13 

The day after the Select Committee met, Clive wrote to 
Drake as follows: 

To the Noxiile Roger Drake Esq l 

lie. Gentlemen of the Sklect Committee 

Gentlemen* — Enclosed yon will receive the real & Iklhiou* 
Articles of Agreement which you wifi please to sign, the Admiral 
promised me lo do tlie same by the real one, but not the fictitious 
one ; if he makes any scruple send it without, & we will sign It for 
him in such a manner that Omichund shad not discover Lt: you 
will see dispatch is neccssaiy by Mr. Watts's last letter, Copy of 
which I now enclose you. There is no alteration made excepting 
leaving it to Mr. Watts's discretion cither to insert 100 or 50 Lack 
on Account of the Company, as he finds Meer Jafller’s inclinations, 
& adding another Article which is as follows. 

On Condition Meet Jafller Cflwn Behunder solemnly ratifies and 
swears to fulfill Lhe above Articles we the undermentioned do for 
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& an behalf of l he Honble East India Company declare upon the 
Holy Evangelist & before God that we will assist him Meer Jaftkr 
( '.awn Behauder with oiir whole force Lo obtain the Suljahsbip of 
the Provinces of lienjga) Huhar & Orixa further that we will assist 
him Lo Like utmost of our Power against all his Enemies whatever, 
whenever he calls upon us for that purpose provided that when he 
becomes Nabob he fulfills the above Articles. 

I urn 

Gant* 

French Gardens Your most ObccL Hble Serv 1 

jy May 1767- (signed) Rob Cuyiu 

Tlitr drafts were dispatched; the n.iil treaty, draw n out 
on white paper, was signed by Admiral Watson, but be refused 
to sign the fictitious document written on red paper* and 
it was signed for him. Mill writes : 44 The Committee forged 
his name/ 3 4 Macaulay says, in an Essay which has been 
read wherever cm- English is spoken; k ' But another diffi¬ 
culty arose. Admiral Watson had scruples about signing the 
red treaty- Omichund’s vigilance and acuteness were such 
that the absence of so important a name would probably 
awaken his suspicions. But Clive was not a man to do any¬ 
thing by halves. We almost blush to write it. He forged 
Admiral Watson's name/ 1 - If Clive forged Watson s name, 
Macaulay ought to have done more than k ‘ almost blush. 
But Macaulay did nut atop tu test motives and actions, nor 
to analyse the evidence which is essential to a right under¬ 
standing of the matter, Clive informed the Parliamentary 
Committee that he himself formed the plan of the fictitious 
treaty, to which the Committee consented; 

* + it was seal to Admiral Watson, who objected Lo the signing ot it ; 
but tq the best of his remembrance gave the gentle man who carried 
U (Mr Luskin gLon) leave la sign kl& name upon it :— That his Lord- 
ship never made any secret a I It ; he thinks il warrantable in such 
a ea^e, and w r ou!d do it again a hundred times : He had no interested 
mu Live in doing it. and did It with a design oi disappointing the 
expectations of a rapacious man/ 1 

Lord Clive further said, in regard to the fictitious treaty i 

■■ That he did not recollect whether Mr T Lusbington brought it 
back with Mr. Watson's name lo it ; to the best of his remembrance, 

' - History of HritiHb India,” Vot UL, p, VM ti , 

* “Essay on Lord Clive 1 ' (January, 1841). 
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Mr- Lushing! on told him, that x^dmirul Watson gave him leave 
to sign his a a lit! 1 la l be hi'Lilians treaty ; he did not recollect whether 
Mr. Watson's seal was put to it. but believes that Mr. Watson's 
name and a seal were put to both the treaties before they were dis¬ 
patched to Mr. Watts, he is not certain whether Mr. Lushlngtou 
signed in bis presence at Calcutta or the French Gardens.' 1 

Id a later part of his evidence Clive also observed : 

" That he certainly should, not haw declared that Admiral Watson 
bad Consented to have his name put to the fictitious treaty* if he 
had noL understood so from Mr. Lushing ton, but LhaL tie would have 
ordered Ids name la be put* whether he had consented or not." 

Tiie nvxt witness was John Walsh* who was at the time 
Clivers private secretary. He said : 

Jj That he and Mr. Lushington went together to Calcutta, with 
the treaty ; a lelL^r from Colonel Clive was curried by him and 
Mr. Lmhutgton from the French gardens, where the army then lay* 
to the Committee* and he returned with the treaties signed in the 
evening ; that he cannot recollect win liter tie went to Admiral Watson* 
nor now recollect the whole transaction :—Lie only recollects that Uu- 
LreaLif-s were sent and brought back Again : That bis idea had always 
been, that Mr, Watson refused to sign the fictitious treaty F but per¬ 
mitted Mr, Lushington lo do it for him. 1 ' 

The next witness called upon was Captain Brerefcon, who 
was with Admiral Watson in the Kent at the cupture of Ckander- 
nagore. He was a most hostile witness. A great deal of his 
evidence h* at second-hand* as Elphlnstune points out. and it 
is inaccurate in many particulars. On being asked whether 
he had heard Admiral Watson make any declaration concern¬ 
ing the fictitious treaty, Brereton said ; 

" That he had often heard the Admiral speak of it ; that it was 
proposed La him Lo sign □ fictitious treaty to deceive Omlchund 
of 30 lack, which he refused to do. as dishonourable lo him as an 
officer, and aa affront to propose It to him : That H was thru pro¬ 
posed somebody should sign it for him* which he also refused* aiu! 
said, he would wash his hands of it, be would have nothing Lo do 
with it* he was a stranger to deception, they might Uu as they pleased/' 

Being further questioned whether he had ever heard Watson 
say that he had authorised any person to sign the treaty fur 
him, Bieretdft ref died : kr He believed not; that he had of ten 
heard him say* he had not; anti would not authorize any body 
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to do it.” But though Hreretan declared that he had often 
heard the Admiral speak of not signing the fictitious treaty, 
yet an being further questioned if he knew whether Admiral 
Watson before his death had ever heard of his name being 
put to the fictitious treaty, he said: 

" He had ; it was communicated to him by Captain Martin, 
on his death bed; and that tire secret Committee hart agreed to 
share the 30 lack, stipulated in the agreement lor Omiclurnd, among 
themselves, and excluding the Admiral of his share, because he Ira 
licit signed the treaty The Admiral said, that be always thought 
the transaction dishonourable, and as lhere was so much iiuquiiy 
among mankind, he did not wish to stay any longer among t tin , 
tills was just Lefore hi* death, which he believes was the Jhlh of 
August 1757 :—-The witness sail!, Ha was not present at this em,- 
versiilion, but in the next room ; and that it was communicated 
to him by Captain Martin (who is now dead) the moment he 
out of tins mom, IJ 

Xt was on the 12th tliat “ Captain Martin paid the Admiral 
an occasional visit at his country house and found him a little 
indisposed.*’ 1 The statement that Watson did not hear of 
his name being put to the fictitious treaty until he was on 
his death-hed did not bear the test of cross-examination, 
Brereton being further questioned, 

“ whether, between the report of the Admiral’s name being put, 
und his inking to his bed, was not nearly two months, and whether 
he believed that the first lime the Admiral heard of It was in the 
conversation referred to with Captain Martin ? he said. He believed 
It was about two months, and that the Admiral might know it before 
I that conversation, but then he was sure lie knew It: Thai It is impos¬ 
sible he can recollect for 15 years distance the precise lime o( the 
conversation, when the Admiral said he knew his name had been 
put to the fictitious treaty. r 

On Brerelon being further cross-examined, 

whether when he used the wonts of the Admiral, that he declared 
he always thought the transaction dishonourable; lie meant that 
it was dishonourable to make a false treaty to deceive Omiohund, 
ur to usi> the Admiral's band und scat In tin treaty win n he did um 
put iL himself ? he said. Hi- understood t! that it was dishonourable 
to make :i false treaty to deceive Omichand. And being further asked, 
whether before Captain Martin communicated Llur subject of Admiral 

* Ives* p, I7fl + 
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Wilson's name being puL to that treaty, il was not a matter of sus¬ 
picion only ? said. He believed It might." 

On being asked 

wliaL he understood the Admiral to mean when he said ' he was 
a stranger to deception, they might do as they pleased 1 ? be said, 
In the transaction ol the Company's affairs :—And if he understood 
Admiral Watson Lo mean by those words Hint they might put his 
name to the fictitious treaty if they pleased, he said, ile did not; he 
rou d not conceive that the Admiral would give his consent to any 
transaction that he held dish on cm radio, that should insinuate his 
approbation of deception." 

nest witness summoned before the Parliamentary 
Committee was John Cooke*, who had been Secretary tn the 
Select Committee in Bengal in the year 1757, and the simplest 
and dearest piece of evidence is supplied by him. He in¬ 
formed the Parliamentary Committee that after the buttle 
of Plassey he waited upon Admiral Watson with a message 
from the Select Committee. 

Among other tilings (Ids fictitious treaty was mentioned in 
conversation; that the Admiral said he had not signed it, (shrugging 
up his shoulder*) but had left them to do as they pleased, alluding, 
as the witness supposed, to Colonel Clive and the select Committee-.” 

He further said 

that be had no duubt that the Admiral knew his name was lu it: 
and he understood, from what dropped from him, that he had secretly 
permitted his name to be used ; he believed he did not publicly 
give his consent, but had known of it. and made no objection ; he 
did not conceive Ids name could have been pul without his permission : 
The conversation was only between tile Admiral and himself; the 
Admiral, In that conversation, certainly did not express any resent¬ 
ment or surprize that his name was put. And being questioned 
again, as to the purport of that conversation 1 he said. If he remem¬ 
bered right, when the circumstance of the fictitious treaty was men¬ 
tioned, he shrugged up hfs shoulders, and said (laughingly) that he 
had nnl signed It, but that lie had left it Lo Lhem to do as they pleased." 

Being further questioned 

whether il was from this circumstanre that he collected the Admiral 
km-w of his name being puff tie said, it was, and from this rin-mii- 
Stanee only : And ho further said. It gave him no surprize that an 
officer of Admiral Watson’s rank had agreed Lo haw Ms name pul 
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to si treaty he could not sign, because lie was convinced Lhe Admiral 
knew the motives for which mjcL a fictitious Lreaiv was made ; and 
Lhat + [hough he would 110 L sign il, be had no abjection lo Omkhund 
being lulled into li sectirlLy f unci preventing the whole design from 
being discovered and defeated/' 

Cooke merely expressed the general fueling of the time 
when lie said it gave him no surprise that an officer of Admiral 
Watson’s rank had agreed to have his name put to a treaty 
lie could not sign. “ All classes of people/’ says Ives, Ai from 
their knowledge of OmichumTs avarice and treachery applauded 
the artifice by which he was so deservedly outwitted/ 5 Clive 
himself felt it needed no justification. He told the Parlia¬ 
mentary Committee it was warrantable in such a ease, and 
he would do it again a hundred times. It is remarkable that 
one most important matter should haw been omitted in their 
evidence by Clive, Walsh and Cooke. The two admirals 
were present at the meeting of the Select Committee held on 
May 17, when *' As Omichund is a dangerous man and yet 
not likely to be of any use to us, decided tu deceive him by 
a double treatyThe presence of the two admirals is not 
recorded in the Minutes of Proceedings as they were not 
members of that body* and it is due to this that the matter 
has not been noticed by historians mid biographers. It is 
mentioned by Clive in a letter to Watts written two days 
after the meeting. He says : 

h ' I have your lu^L Letter Including the Articles of Agreement, 
I miisL confess the Tenor i> 1 them surpriz'd nw much. I immediately 
repulrd to Calcutta and at a Committee held, both the Admirals and 
Gentlemen agree that Omichund was the greatest Villain upon Earth, 
ond that now he appears in the strongest Light what he was always 
suspected to be T A Villain in Grain ; however to counterplol this 
Scoundrel t and at the same l ime give him no Room to suspecL our 
Lit ml ions, enclos'd you will receive two Forms of Agreement, the 
one real, and lo be strictly kept Up to hy us, the other fictitious* in 
short this Affair once concluded Omichund will be treated as he 
deserves— thk yrj u will acquaint Meer J a lick with/' 

Clive hat] hitherto advocated, Omichund^ cause and de¬ 
fended his character, and his treachery excited surprise and 
unbounded indignation, Watson was at first reluctant to 
involve the King's forces in a matter which he considered 
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only concerned the Company's affairs, and he was doubtful 
of iLs success But it is evident that he afterwards became 
convinced of the necessity of a revolution. Eri n ton declared 
in his evidence ** that he had heard Admiral Watson say he 
thought it an extraordinary measure to depose a man they 
had so lately made a solemn treaty with.' 1 The statement 
is difhetiH to believe, as Watson was a party to the measure 
by signing the real treaty. That he approved of it is also 
illustrated by what he wrote to Clive: 

44 I am glad to hear that Meer Jafficr T 5 party increases, I hope 
everything will turn out in the expedition to your wishes and that 

I may soon have to congratulate you on the success of IL ,J 

Watson was. as we now know, present at the meeting of 
the Select Committee when the fictitious treaty Was discussed, 
hut he refused to sign it. Dr. Ives states 

II that a strict principle of delicacy„ which in him was superior to 
any point of policy* operated too strongly on his mind to permit him 
to join even In ft necessary deception of this nature he manifested 
no displeasure against Lhe actors." 

14 A strict principle of delicacy T ' prevented Watson from 
signing the fictitious treaty, but his scruples did not extend 
so far as to his objecting that the actors in ** a necessary 
deception 7 should dn as they pleased* The manly, frank 
testimony of Cooke supplies an intelligible explanation of the 
matter. When Lushington and Walsh brought the fictitious 
treaty to him, Watson refused to sign it, but said they might 
do as they pleased* They came to the condition, and not* 
surely, an unnatural one, that this amounted to a permission 
to sign his name* and they informed Clive. Watson's feeling 
of honour and of duty did not permit him actually to sign the 
sham treaty, hut he did not feel the same misgivings of con¬ 
science when be claimed to benefit by it. On a settlement 
being made of Meer Jollier's donation to the Select Committee 
Admiral Watson demanded, in addition to JiLs large share of 
the prize-money as senior naval officer, an equal share with 
those members of the Select Committee who had signed the 
sham treaty. He thus assumed the responsibility of his 
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signature having brvn nLtadied to it. 1 Such is iJic unvarnished 
talc of a famous incident. Clive did in hh heart beJieve that 
what he did was right, and lie never shrank from stating his 
bdiuf, Everybody at the time thought the same. 

Clive, after informing Watts that he was sending two forms 
of agreement! proceeded to state in his letter of May 19 ; 

*■ AS it is for the Interest el the Company, and for Calcutta la gen- 
oral, that Meer Jnllefr may conceive a good Opinion of our Moderation 
a blank is left for the Company’s Demand, and the rest is moderated, 
as you will observe* and as Delays are dangerous I am to acquaint 
you It K detemrfnd that there he no A Herat ion in the endued Articles, 
unless Meet Jaffeir thinks them too extravagant, in that Case they 
must be moderated. The Committee having taken the Oath of 
Secresy upon the Billie have agreed that Meer Joffeir T s private Kngage- 
ments be ubEnkiul ill writing to make them (the Committee in which 
yen one included) ft present of 12 Lacks of Rupees, and a present 
of 4 h Lacks to Lbc Army mid Navy over and above what is stipulated 
in the Agreement. Having very maturely consider'd the Approach 
of the i tains and the tilth- prospect there is of your seeing Meer Jaflelr 
to concert about a Finn ul military Operations, the Committee & 
sell” have unanimously agreed to send Scralton to endeavour at getting 
a private Conference with Meer .JoJfcir 1 The Plan we propose pur¬ 
suing to avoid the Nabobs Suspicions is Lhis. I shall write the Nabob 
a Letter informing him J have sent Scralton to him on sm Affair 
of the utmost Consequence, and therefore I request he will give in¬ 
stant Orders to Roydulnh It Meer JaffeLr not Lo detain him a Moment ; 
os soon 113 he arrives lie is to acquaint the Nabob with Lfae proposals 
the Mah rut toes have made 11s. in his Way he will pursue the Rout 
of Meer JatTuirs Camp where in all probuhilLy he will be stopt till 
the Nabobs Order comes* and by IhaL means may get a personal 
Conference with Meer Jaffeir, when a plan of Operation may at once 
he deLenuind on ; however if be should riot succeed, probahly in 
Ills Return lie may* when T am persuaded the Nabob will be induc'd 
to put mare Confidence hi ns by the important Nows we have com¬ 
municated Lo him. I desire that in this you will be persuaded that 
there Is noL Lhe least latent to fake from you any part of the Repu¬ 
tation of conducting this Affair, Mr. Sc raft on having Orders to follow 
your Instructions, the Shortness of the Time as well as many other 
Considerations require that w’e bring this Affair Lo n speedy Conclusion* 

11 Flutter Omiehund greatly tell him Lhe Admiral and Com- 
niEttue and self are infinitely oblig'd lo him for the pains lie lias taken 
to aggrandize the Company's Affairs, and that his Name will be 

1 breretnn Lifcrmed Use p^rlld men tmry Cemiinfftire, Thai he never 
that Admiral Watson supplied to the Hdeet £JmiunlU« far a part of this muiaty ; 
but that is tier his dnalb hh executm-s did/' The matter was u yunerjl subject 
of discussion ul the (Sine. 
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greater in England than i-v* r it was in India if this can be brought 
lo bear lu °ive him nti Room far Suspicion wc take off 10 Lacks 
from the 3D demanded for himself, and add 5 pr Cent upon the whole 
Sum receiv'd which will Lurn out the same Thing/" 

Meanwhile, O midland had extracted a large sum of money 
from Sumjah Dowh. The story, jls it has come down to us + 
illustrates the dexterity of the insatiate extortioner* He was 
well aware that a visit by him to the palace would become 
known anti; create suspicion. He therefore thought it a wiser 
and safer course in appearance to take Watts and the agent 
of Met*r Jaffier into his confidence- They advised him posi¬ 
tively against going to the palace and attempting the stratagem 
he proposed . 1 But Omlchtmd went to the palace, and had 
an interview with Surajah Dow la. According to the tale 
he told Watts, he first aroused the Nawab’s fear and curiosity 
by saying to him: “ I have a secret of great moment to ted 
you. if it were known my life would be in danger. J+ Surajah 
Dowla promised secrecy* Qmichund afterwards declared that 
he then unfolded the fable* which be had invented* that Lhc 
English had sent two gentlemen to Hussy, and the French 
and English had agreed to unite their forces and divide Bengal 
between them. By this lie he stated he had so gained the 
favour of Surajah Do win that lie had granted him a pdnmnj 
or letter under royal seal, to the Burdwuu Rajah to pay him 
the forty thousand pounds which he owed hi in, as also express 
orders for the payment of the ready-money the Nawab had 
taken from his house at Calcutta—estimated at forty thou¬ 
sand pounds—and for the delivery of the remainder of his 
goods* So far as the magnificent reward was concerned, 
Omichund's story was true. The money that was taken 
from his house at Calcutta he took care to have paid him 
that night. He was till ten o’clock at night receiving them/' 
Watts wrote to Clive* Watts told Clive the story as it was 
told him by Gmichund* but he afterwards suspected that 
Omiehund never told the Nawab the lie about the alliance 
with the French* but that he divulged to him so much of the 
alliance between the English and Meer Jafiier as might be 

1 Letter fmm Mr* Watt* lo Colonel Clive, Muy 17, 
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confided to his cars without danger. Stir a] ah Dowla, who was 
in constant correspondence with Bussy, and knew the aim of 
the French was to drive the English out of Bengal, would not 
have believed in such a clumsy fabrication as a secret alliance 
between the two powers. And Omichund was far too clever to 
tell him such a story. The revelation of a secret alliance be¬ 
tween the English and Meer Jaffier against Surajah Dowla would, 
however, meet with ready ercdencc and be handsomely rewarded. 

Clive in his letter to Watts mentions “ certain proposal-* 
the Mahratioes have made us/* which Scrafton was to lay 
before the NawaK About May H> a messenger arrived at 
Calcutta with a letter to Mr. Drake purporting to come from 
Balajac Rao the Fesliwa. 1 The writer stated that the mis¬ 
fortunes of the English had been told him. They were only 
to send their pruposids, and a hundred and twenty thousand 
Maiiratfa horse would enter Bengah l * Besides there arc other 
forces shall be ready at your call if you need them/ 3 The term* 
offered were the most generous. 4k Whatever goods and riches 
you have lost hi Bengal* the double of its value shall be restored 
by me. Do not on any account make peace with the Nabob. 
In a few days my forces shall enter Bengal, and the trade 
of that province shall be entirely yours. The French shall 
not remain in Bengal - Your forces shall keep them out by 
sea. mine by land/’ Clive, on being informed of the arrival 
of the messenger and the contents of the letter, wrote to 
Drake on May II : 

« The more 1 consider of this the more [ am convened the Man 
Is a Spy seal by the Nabob Lo discover our Sentiments & who possibly 
may have reed some distant Flint* of our Designs. By no mean* 
give lhe least Encouragement of entering into his Proposals. I 
have had some Dealings with the MoraUas lately ; il you send him 
to me I can tind out by proper Questions Whether he is a Counterfeit/' 

The messenger was sent, but Clive discovered nothing 
definite. The letter was laid before the Committee and dis¬ 
cussed* The other members agreed with Clive that it was a 
forgery intended to test their sentiments. They knew that 
a Mahratta invasion meant the devastation of the hiud + and 

1 ‘ f Baliajmjrou 1 Soeho B,«ji r^y. Virjjr to Hum Hiijnh brother to Raluh Selsu-o, 
troiu Hydra bad ta Roger Driike, Governor of Calcutta.” 
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they had no desire to see a host of Msiirattas again enter 
Bengal, Rut the Peshwa was most powerful, and if the letter 
was proved to be genuine they would offend him by not send¬ 
ing a reply. A most diplomatic answer was drafted and 
dispatched. They were on good terms with the Nawab, they 
said, but that if he did not fulfil his promise they intended 
to renew the war after the rains. Give saw in the Mahratta 
letter the means oT playing an adroit game. He sent a copy 
of it to Watts to be shown to Meer JalBer as a proof of their 
loyalty to him. “Tell Meer Jaflier,” he wrote on May 32, 
“ the English have no opinion of the Morattu Government. 
If he will be bold and firm I will stand by him to the lust. 
Let him sec this letter and make what use he pleases of it.' 1 
The Committee and Clive also determined (as Clive states in 
his Setter to Watts of May 19) to send the letter by Serafton 
to the Nawab, “when I am persuaded the Nabob will be 
induc'd to put more confidence in us by the important news 
we have communicatee] to him. 1 * 

But Surajah Dowla’s suspicions had been aroused, and 
a past-master in statecraft was not easily deceived, Serafton 
wrote to Clive on May 25, 1757: 

II is with much concern that t acquaint you Hint after having 
gat within a lew miles of Mefif Jafletr’s camp 1 was stopped by a guard 
of harrurrahs and obliged by them to turn all lo Piracy. I arrived 
here the night before last and this morning had audience of the Nabob. 
The effect these tetters have produced U quite different from what 
was expected ; the answer he made to them was that he would 
immediate^ order Heir Juflclr in, and, as soon os vnu had wrote 
to him thal you would use no treachery towards him, he would 
withdraw his army under Rayduluh, and he has wrote to all his 
commanders in the different country* to be on their guard against 
the Marraltoes, To counterplot this scheme of his to withdraw 
Meir Jaffejr only, which would be very bad lor us, Mr. Watts pro¬ 
poses sending to him by no means lo come, and 1 propose to grl 
my letters from the Nabob for you to-morrow night, (see) Meir Jafleb- 
the next night, settle everything, carry down the papers, and Mr. 
Walls is content for his own safety to fling himself Into Meir Jaflelr s 
camp.” 

Serafton had another interview with the Nawab, and 
pointed out to him that the English could not relv on anv 
of his professions as long as the greater portion of his army 
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was encamped at Plasscy. 41 The Nawab meditated some 
time on this argument and then starting as a man agitated 
by suspicion and dismay* said eagerly, ' But should the Colonel 
deceive me. 1 ' J% Serafton seems to have in some degree allayed 
his fears and suspicions, for Surajah Dowla wrote to Clive 
on May 27 informing him that he had ordered the three chief 
commanders to return at once with their armies to Phissry. 

" They will accordingly fipcctidy be with nv* It becomes you on 
y r our part to act agreeable to oar treaty* to endeavour that there may 
not be the smollesL deviation Irom it, and that our friendship may 
fncrcasp. With confidence also go on wiLh lip- Company’s bushier sa 
that the merchants as well as the poor may be benefited thereby.” 

Meer Jallier returned tu Muish idabari on the 30Lh mid had 
an audience with the Nawab* who received him with marked 
distrust and displeasure. The suspected chief dare not afFord 
Scrafton a private interview, but he received h i m that after¬ 
noon in the audience hall of his palace. 1 Scmfton left Mur- 
shidabad that evening* accompanied by Omichund, Watts’s 
belief in the treachery of the extortioner hud grown stronger 
every day. It was, however, no easy task to get " the crafty 
old man ,s away from MursMiJabacL It was represented to 
him that it would be diffieuJt for a man of his age to escape 
on horseback at the last moment. But he refused tn leave 
until hi: had got from the treasury all the money the Nawab 
had promised him. Scrafton assured him that, after the 
revolution* he would be appointed the principal agent of 
the English at the capital and that the emoluments of the 
office would compensate bun for any present loss. At length 
Omichund consented, 3 They set forth in palanquins, but 

1 Orme. Vol, IL r p. t^6. 

r FMd., p. 15S. Scniftou* however, slates that he saw him on the morninfl 
f>[ (hr :jttsL. 

1 Ortilf? sUitr* ; Hl IL vus necessary rand wm«J tbfbcuLl Id obtain Hie Nabob's 
consent to UH departure he rolled ehhUy H«n him for int*lll£Hiee concerning 
the proceedings ;md views of the English. But Gmkhund himself solved the 
dLEEctiUy, by ad vising ^Er, Scraflcm In demand of the Nabob the pre rcelL which 
he had intended to ^ive to Hie English commanders nt I he conclusion of the 
peace lin February ; In consequence of ^hlch, the Nabob sm jwitM the scefet 
had been disclosed by OtnfcIiLind, would iimncJ^lfiy hold him in nn iruicli 
deters lion, as he had hitherto regarded him with favour. Accordingly, this 
scene was acted. The Nabob denied fhE promise. Omichand pretended to be 
terrified ; and the Nabob being really Irritated* told Mr, Scrafton that he might 
cLUTy him wheresoever he pleased." 
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when Scraftnn reach eel Cnssimbazar Ills companion was miss¬ 
ing. Messengers were Wat to the city, and they found the 
old man in the treasury endeavouring to extract more money 
from the treasurer. Finding the attempt was hopeless lie 
returned with the messengers. The journey was resinned. 
On waking in the morning Stratton found that Omichimd 
had again disappeared* He waited on the high road till 
three in the afternoon, when Omichund again joined him. 
He had been to the camp at Plasscy, where he had a long 
interview with Itai Du lab, On June Is they reached Cal¬ 
cutta* The suspicions of Omichund had been aroused, and 
he bribed the Persian Moons hi of the Committee “ to inform 
him if any deceit to his detriment should appear in the treaty 
when ratified by Mcir Jaflier in the Persian language * 11 

Meer J&tfier, however, refused to sign the treaty until he 
bad consulted Kai Dulab p who, its the Nawsb’s treasurer 
and commander of a large part of his army, was a most impor¬ 
tant member of the conspiracy. On June 2 Rai Dulab arrived 
at the capital, and the following day Watts wrote to Clive : 
“ Our scheme with Meir Jaffeir is upset and there is reason 
to believe that Gmichund's four linurs* visit to Roydulub 
at Plassy has been the cause of it ** 1 The State treasurer 
objected to the enormous pecuniary demands, Lt saying there 
was but a small sum in the treasury**' 5 He proposed as a 
compromise* says Watts. " giving us half of what might come 
into his and Meir Jaffier's possession after tin- Nabob's death/* 
Watts adds : “ This proposal of Roydiihib’s is much the 

same as what was made me some time ago by Omichund; 
therefore, if you'll strictly examine him I imagine you will 
find it a concerted scheme between him and Roydulub.” On 
June 4 Watts wrote to Clive: 

" ! left it lo Meer Jafleir and Roydulub’s opinion either Ln give 
us half of what they mi 14 .I 11 gei P or stand to the old agreement ; they 
have eliose the latter, and give me the strictest assurances of getting 
the contract lo-morrow morning, when It there should be no more 
delay (as there is no such thing as hurrying ifiesc people) I shall 
swear Meer Jaffeir to them, and despatch Mirza Omar Beg with the 
utmost expedition. ,p 3 

1 Lntter from Mr. Walts tn Colonel Clive, dated June % I7n7* 

J Gmie’s account differs from Watts's lefcter + Oner. Vel, II., p, 158- 
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The same day the Nawab removed Meer Jaftier from his 
high office and command. He surrounded his palace with 
spies and posLed guards on all communications with it, 

Meer Jafficr had signed the treaties, but it was necessary 
that he should take an oath to observe them. It was+ how- 
over, di (llcult for him and Watts to have a meeting without 
great risk of discovery. A clever but dangerous expedient 
was arranged, Khw&ja Petrus the Armenian had provided 
for Watts * fc a covered palankeen such as the Moor women arc 
carrycd in, which is inviolable, for without previous knowledge 
of the deceit no one dare look into it,' 1 1 The bearers carried 
the palanquin unchallenged by the guards into one of the 
apartments of the seraglio, where Watts was received by 
Meer Jafficr and his son Mceran. After certain explanations 
Meer Jafficr Lt gave his full assent to the terms of the real treaty 
and to whatever other donations had been stipulated/- and 
signed it. u Then placing the Koran on his own head, and 
his Jiand on the head of his son s whilst Mr, Watts held the 
papers open before him, he swore with great solemnity that 
he would faithfully perform all he had promised/' 2 The 
following morning Omar Reg set out with the treaty and 
delivered it to the bclecfc Committee at Calcutta on June 11. 

The fictitious treaty contained a clause securing to Qml- 
chund £300,000. Along with the treaty a private engagemrut 
of the Committee was obtained from Meer Jafficr by which 
he promised in writing to give as a donation 12 lacs of rupees 
(£150.000} to the Committee (in which Watts was included) 
and M) lacs (£500,000) to the army and navy. 5 The dona¬ 
tion to the Committee was in accord a nee with a general custom 
of the period in India. It was also in accordance with the policy 
of the Company, who paid their servants inadequate salaries 
and allowed them to enrich themselves by trade on their 
own account and out of perquisites. Even after Lord Corn- 

1 Letter from Petrus Arrnlonn to the Court of Directors* dated January 25, 
1759. 

* Qfttic, VoJ, tl., p. 159. Letter Irmu Mr. Watts to Colonel Clive, doled 
June 1757* if a.M- 

1 Letter, May lih 1757, Mr. Bee her in hl& evidence with re^rd to the 
tacly-M payment* staled : ,J WTiaL ] know was to ifte governor two lacks and 

80,1. Rupees (£35,000) to Colonel Clive the same nml to the rest o! the genllo 

niel] two I neks £ -itl.GtiO rupees 1J535,[H>0) cucV 

1 c 
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wall is had adopted the only practical method of making public 
servants honest—the payments of an adequate wage—similar 
donations were regarded as legitimate. On the conclusion 
of t he peace with Tippoo thirty lues of rupees (£375,000) were 
demanded and given as darbar kkarach, or durbar expenses, 
to be distributed among the officers concerned in settling 
the treaty. 1 The sums demanded from Mcer Jaffier were ex¬ 
cessive, blit they were calculated on “ a fond and literal belief 
of Oriental exaggeration " that their partner in the enter¬ 
prise would obtain forty millions sterling deposited in the 
palace at Murshidabad, whose owner had vanished. In an 
Oriental kingdom the money in the treasury docs not belong 
to the SLute, but is the personal property of the sovereign. 
The critics of Clive and the Committee have judged Lhem by 
the standard and ideas of their own time, and not by the 
standard and ideas of “ those slovenly times,” * to use Lord 
Morley’s euphemistic phrase. 

‘Malcolm. "Political India," Yol. II., p, 215. ‘'Memoirs uf Lord Clive “ 
Vol. I,, p, 301. 

1 ” There Is no positive evidence that either the First Lord or the other 
tlomniissiofi'ys of the Treasury received anything out D1 I he Fee fund. though 
il ruiy possibly Save been a practice in those -.J avoid v limes for ;i First Lord 
to fjirich him self out of perquisites."—Wnlpole, by John Murky, p. 136, 


CHAPTER XIX 
1757: PLASSEY 

□n May Clive wrote to Watson els follows: 

To Charles Watson Esq 1 

Shh,—E nclos'd you will receive Copy* of two Letters the lost 1mm 
M- Scraflon whom I sent lg the Nabob, with Views and Designs, 
which you are well acquainted with. 

You will perceive by his Letter* that Affairs are drawing to a 
Conclusion and as you have throughout the whole shewn the utmost 
Zeal for the Company I atn persuaded a Continuance of that Zeal 
and Assistance will not be wanting on this necessary important 
Occasion, and 1 innsL request the Favour of you to spare 2G0 Sailors, 
100 to accompany and assist us in our March, the other to garrison 
Chundernugore ; there are between 50 and 150 Sailors formerly 
belonging Lu the Wnipole & Marlborough r, which have been train'd 
up by us, and would he of great Service. As the Fate of this Ex¬ 
pedition must be decided in a few Days, the Sailors cannot be detain'd 
long r and you may be assur'd of there being retiirnd the Instant 
the Affair is over. 

1 must further request it as- a particular Favour that you will 
assist Major Kilfpatridt with the Boats of the Squadron if he lias 
not sufficient for the Transport at ion of his Troops 
I hove the Honour to be 

Sir 

Your most obedient humble Servant 

Robert Clive* 

French Gardens 

2S Mug 1757, 

The next day Watson replied as follows : 

H I have just received your favour of yesterday's dale . _ _ 
and as you desire two hundred seamen I will u&t my best endeavour 
to collect such a number , + * but [ must desire that those who 
accompany you on your march may not be made use of as ortfqp, 
for 1 have too much reason to fear it would occasion a mutiny among 
the seamen, who made great complaints at the fatigue they under- 

+J5 
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went when they marched through the Nabob’s camp. . . , [ do 
not think yuiA 1 letters carry the most promising appearance of 
success; you cannot therefore he loo cautious to prevent a false 
step being taken, which rmglil be of very fatal consequence to our 
□ (fairs . 1 


The same evening Clive wrote to the Admiral: 


To Cuvuj.es Watson Esq' 

Sin,—I have receiv’d your Favour & am greallv oblige! to you 
lor your promise of assisting us with 200 Seamen you may he per¬ 
suaded nothing shall be requested of them hut fighting our Artillery 
or making T T se of i 1 1 eir small Arms as Occasion may require nothing 
hut meer Necessity oblig’d us to make Use of them before in the 
Manner you mention which Is now entirely remov’d by the Number 
of Draught Bullocks we are In possession of, 

I hope when M r S craft on returns he will bring with him such 
a plan of Operations as may be satisfactory, and give us the fairest 
Prospect of Success, at present you know, Sir, nothing of this Kind 
is settled, and unti! it Is, the Day of the Military's Departure cannot 
he known when it is I will give you early Notice that the Sailors 
may set out with the Major, where I have sent inch Assistance of 
Bouts as wIH I hope be sufficienL 

The News of Patna is certainly true, the Nabob is very uneasy 
about It, and wants of all Things to send a part of his Army there 
but his Apprehensions of us torments him. I much Tear be will 
send Meer JaiTetr that Way if lie can. t hone you enjoy your Health 
this hot Weather, 

We have discovert] a great Scene or Villany among several of 
list Military ; it seems a Boat has constantly come in the Night 
Time from (Tin churn to receive stolen Goods. £ at | U st one French a rd 
was ealebti in the fact of stealing B small Coehorn, one had been 
missing before and a small brass Field piece, A General Court 
Martial lias sentened two of Lhem to be bang’d which Is to be put 
m Execution on Friday Morning. One belongs to Lbt Kings, the 
other to the Company. 

I have the Honour to be 


FheKoh Gardens 

29 Ui May 1757. 


Sir 

your most oh 1 Hum S* 

Bdbeki' Clive. 


1 The smne even mg Admiral Walwti wrote to Clive that uil be could da 
was lo send ineR to i-^msoii ChandcrnajJtrri!bm from si letter from Qlve 

m^lTn ‘ n Admtrfll ,W*t»n. clian^eU hi* mind, und him 

at leabl IMLy sailors tu accompany Ms army. 
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On June 10 Clive wrote to Watson : 

To Cha 4 Watsom Esq 1 

Sin—I send you the enclosd Letters from M 1 Walts by which 
vdii will observe every Tiling is con eluded , I expect Mirza Anmee 
Beg ] with the Articles this Evening ami propose beginning uur 
March early ou Monday Morning. I shall therefore be obllgd io 
you jf you || send Hie 1CH] Sailors those who ate to march with us + 
sometime on Sunday Evening. I have desird Major Kilipatrick 
to wail on you und acquaint you with further particulars 

If you can spare the 20 Gnu Ship to lay oft Hugfcty she will awe 
the Phousdar of Huglily greatly and prevent his slopping our Com¬ 
munication by Water. 

I have the Hon T to be S p 

Ymir most oh. Ser fc 

Robert Clive, 

French Gardens 

10 June 1757 , 

Watson complied with Chve*s requests and on Monday 
morning, June 12? the troops stationed at Calcutta, accom¬ 
panied by 150 sailors of the squadron, crossed the river and 
marched to join the force at Chandermigure* A few invalid 
Europeans and some native troops were left behind to protect 
the town and guard the French prisoners; u few artillerymen 
manned the guns on the ramparts. C hander nagore was 
reached that evening. The following morning, June 13, Clive, 
leaving behind him 100 seamen to garrison the place, began 
his hazardous march with a weak force* It consisted of til3 
European infantry, 4S Bengal topassuSp 43 Bombay topasses* 
171 artillery (including 5l> sailors and seven midshipmen 
under the command of Lieutenant Hay ter). The Native 
infantry consisted of 2J00 men, partly the Madras sepoys* 
partly the newly raised Bengal battalion and a company 
of Bombay sepoys who had gone with troops from Madras 
to Bengal. 2 The artillery train was composed of 10 field- 
pieces viz. B six-pounders and 2 small howitzers. The Euro¬ 
pean infantry consisted of a detachment from Adlererou's 
regiment* the 39th Foot, now the Dorsetshire Regiment, 

11 OniLLT Beg, 

1 BrooED^, p- 142. Sir .Jdhu Maledtu b-LuL: ri A company til Humbay 
blid gunc Vpit-tl troops trflip Madras tQ bcii^ol were present Ql the 
victpry of PUssry," 
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Tvhicli bears on Its colours the word (, Plassey” and the proud 
motto Primus in ivdis, and from the Btngul, Madras, 1 and 
Bombay battalions. The Europeans, with all the artillery, 
ammunition and stores, were towed up the river in boats ; 
the sepoys moved In a parallel column along the right bank 
of the river by the high road which had been made by the 
Mogul Government from Hugli to Patna. 1 

On the afternoon of the 14th the force arrived at Culna, 
fifteen miles north of Hugli, where it wap joined by Messrs. 
Watts, Collet, and Syk es. The preceding dny Watts rode 
with the Hawaii's consent from his house in the city to the 
country residence of the factors at Cossimbazar^ about two 
miles smith of the factory. Here he found Messrs, Collett and 
Sykes, the second and third of the factory. 4i In the evening, 1 * 
says Mr. Sykes, L * they set out from the country seat, attended 
by a Mogul servant, a few peons, and their greyhounds, having 
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previously left directions with their servants to provide a 
supper, telling them they should return find entertain the 
Dutch that evening. 11 1 It was dark before they arrived at 
Daudpur, about six mileH from Plassey* 

On the plain near that place was encamped Royduluh* an 
officer of the Nabob's, with a very Large force. Here they were 
exposed to imminent danger, falling unawares on the outposted 
guards, but the darkness uf the night favoured their escape* By 
striking ulf into the plain and taking a circuit of the whole camp 
they regained the rood and arrived about one o'clock in the morn¬ 
ing at Augodeep, where a second misfortune threatened their destruc¬ 
tion. They unexpectedly found themselves in the midst of a body 
of horse, which had been stationed there to prevent the passing 
or reparsing down or up the country of any Europeans, The ilrst 
notice they had of this danger wtis the neighing and kicking of the 
horses about ; their riders luckily were asleep. At this place they 
quitted their horses, and embarking on two open boats which they 
had the good fortune to seize, proceeded down the river. Next day 
about three in the afternoon they met Lord Ciivc at Ghaiigdark, 
which is near ninety-five miles from CossLrobuxar.” 1 


On the 17th Clive's force reached Pattlee, a town cm the 
western bank of the Cossimbimir river,, and the following day 
he sent Major Coote with 200 Europeans, 500 sepoys* and two 
field-pieces “ to possess himself of Ciitwa, town and fort about 
fourteen miles distant, and a post that might have proved 
extremely advantage?)us to us, not only from its situation,, 
it lying just by the high road to Muxadavad, anti a quantity 
of grain which w t c were informed was there, but also the assist¬ 
ance which Lhe Fort would have afforded to our boats and the 
troops in ease either of a retreat or their continuance there/ ‘ 1 
On the 10th the remainder of the force proceeded to Cutwa, 
11 and had an account from Captain Cootc while on our march 
that he was in possession of town and Fort,” The following 
is the brief note from Eyre Coote handed to Ciivc on the march : 


1 Mr. CoIIeI* In replying to certain questions sent to him by Or me, stales : 
■■ 1 am asliameii Lu mf l cannot recoiled tht genth-men fur certain were 
willi Lnin but 1 thiiik Mr. Raison and Mr. Hastings TfftTe of the party, but won't 
be positive. Mr- Watts, myself, Mr. Russell, flnrgeon, and Ike Moguil or Tart at 
L mu certain uf. ,F 

1 Mr- SykuTs Account of his Escape from Mwidcpur in June, 1757+ Onne 
MSS. 

1 Journal of Military Proceedings on the E^dUkffi to Muxadavfid* 
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Su—We have this Moment enter'd the Fort by Storm they 
Kept firing at us—Last night & this morning, I must remark to vuii 
■ r * nclLher LiougliE up Ibi? Six Founder nor Ho libit s 

I am 

Sir 

Your H Set 1 

„ Ethe Codte 

The Pi ace nil on fire round ns. 

The troops on their arrival at Cutwa pitched their tents 
on the plain which surrounded the fort, but the monsoon 
burst with tremendous violence, and in order to escape the 
thick rain the men were obliged to shelter themselves among 
the huts arid villages near. 

The situation with which Clive had now to deal was beset 
by grave difficulties. The ground would soon be rendered 
impassable by the rains for marching, and the deep, wide 
and rapid river which lay between him and the enemy would 
not be Fordable, On the other hand, to cross it with his 
handful of men without delay and without some certainty 
ol being assisted by Meer Ja flier, who commanded 10.000 
men, would involve the most serious risk. The slightest dis¬ 
aster meant the destruction of Jus force—for retreat was 
impossible. At Ciitwa he expected to be joined by Meer 
Jaiiier, but advices received from him contained nothing but 
excuses for not acting. On June 10 Meer Jaflier wrote to 
Clive: 

' On the news of your coming the Nabob was much intimidated 
ami requested at such a juncture I would stand his friend. On my 
part, agreeable to the circumstances of the times, [ thought It advisable 
to acquiesce with his request, but what we have agreed on must 
be done. I have fixed the first day of the moon for mv march. God 
willing I shall arrive/* 

To this ambiguous epistle Clive sent the following reply 

dated Pattlee, June 18, 1757: ° 

** I have received your letter which has given mu Lhe utmost 
satisfaction after the great pain I have suffered bv vour sileiue. 

1 have sent a party Lu possess themselves of Cutwa fort and town! 
and shall move with iny whole armv there to-morrow J believe 
I shall march from thence the next day and hope to be at Muncurra 
In two days, hut my motions will in n great measure depend on the 
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advices 1 receive from you. Write me what you inlend to do and 
wb-H i i proper Tur me la do, 0n mutual intelligence depends the 
sueecss of our affairs, so write me daUy and fatly. If J meet the 
Nabob's army, what pari will you act. and how am I to set? This 
you may be assured of, that l will attack the Nabob wiLhin twenty- 
four hours after I come in sight of his army* Of all livings take care 
of yourself LhuL yon be not undone by treachery before my arrival." 

In the next of these letters dated June 19. Clive expresses 
eiearJy to Meer J&iTter what he felt regarding hh conduct i 

M 1 wrote yesterday that I should march to Cutwa* and accord¬ 
ingly am now arrived there with my wboid force, the fort having been 
token by the detachment sent against it* It gives me great concern 
that In an affair or so great consequence to yourself in particular 
that you do not exert yourself more. So long as J have been on 
my march you have not yet given me the hast information what 
measures it is necessary for me to take, nor do 1 know what is going 
forward at Muxudavad. Surely it is In your power to send me news 
daily ; it must be more difficult for me Lo procure trusty messengers 
than you : however the bearer of this Is a sensible Intelligent man* 
and in whom 1 have great confidence. Let me know your sentiments 
freely by him. t shall wait here tLU 1 have proper encouragement 
lo proceed. I think it absolutely necessary that you should join 
my army as soon as possible, Consider the Nabob will encre&se 
fn strength daily. Come over to me at Plassey or any other place 
you judge proper, with what force you have. Even a thousand horse 
will be sufficient, and 1 will engage to inarch immediately with you 
lo Muxadfivfid, 1 prefer conquering by open force.” 

Clive thought it his duty to intimate the same day Ids 
very serious apprehensions to the Select Committee; 

“* Gentlemen—T he party I sent has taken Cut wo town and 
fori. Both are strong; notwithstanding which J feel the greatest 
anxiety fit the Jilt in intelligence I receive from Meer JaJJeLr. and 
if be is not treacherous, his sangfroid or want r>f strength will l fear 
overset the expedition. I am trying a last effort by means of the 
lira min y to prevail upon him to march out end Join ns. I have 
appointed Plassey Lhe place of renderoou^, and have told him fiL 
the same time without he gives me this or Santo other sufficient proof 
of the sincerity of his intentions, r will not cross the river. This 
I hope will meet with your approbation, I shall act with such 
can Lion as not to risque the loss of our forces, and whilst we have 
them, we may always have II in our power to bring about a revolu¬ 
tion ^ should the present not succeed. They say (here is a consider- 
aide quantity of grain in and about this place ; ff wc can collect 
B or 1Q S Q0G muimdx we may maintain our present situation during 
Lhe Bains, which wUl greatly dh tress the Nabob, and either reduce 
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him to terms which may he depended on, or give ns lime to bring 
in the Beirboin 1 Rajah, Marat tas, or Gazoody Cawu> 1 desire 
you wIU give me your sentiments freely how yon think I should 
9£t. Ef Aleer JaJTelr can give us no assistance." 


Clive, having no cavalry P wrote on the following day, 
tine 20* to the Rajah of Burdwon asking him to send some of 
his horse to his, aid ; 

" By continued marches t have reached Gntwa, and Lhe fort 
winch bad a great force la It, by the blessing of Cod felt into my 
Hands in a very short time. Tf you are firmly inclined to join itn 
cab God and your Prophet to witness your sincerity, and send 2 ur 
■iW good hors** to march day and night to join me in the time ol 
tattle and l shall look upon your lUTuirs as my own, and end them 
Happily for yon; and your coiin tiy shall not be Injured, nor shnlj 
any coUector be pot over you ; and whatever may be Uie charge 
«f the farces you send me I will make II,e Government pay vou. 
My .real meaning Is that I will content you, if your people arrive 
i[] time. Send me an Immediate answer/ 1 

That evening two letters arrived from Mecr Jaffier, dated 

Jum* IB, One was written to Omar Beg, his confidential 
agent: 

M By the blessing of God I shall pray on LUe Eade a day at Cullee 
mosque, and shall then join the army, and shall be a mile to the 
rig U or left ; then 1 shall know the situnlion the different commanders 
ore in. I have sent an answer to the Colonel sewed up in slippers/* 

The letter to Clive was as follows: 

" Your note from Colsannfe is arrived. I have perused the 
contents. To-morrow the day of Uie Eaile by the Netting of God 
I snail marcli. ] shall have my tent fixed to the right or left of 
the army, I have hitherto been afraid to send you intelligence. 
Alter I am arrived in the army mutual intelligence will be easier, 
but here the Nabob has fixed eiwkcys on nil the roads. Your letters 
come too open to me, I hope that till our affairs sire publicly declare cl 
you will be very careful/' 


These letters were not sufficiently explicit, and increased 
Clive’s distrust of Mecr Jaffier, He acknowledged in his 
1 Rajah of Eurdwan, 

i ■■ \ G * *^y. Ca ^Gh«t-^lir. th. powerful Vider who had deposed and 

5E^u“A. e 3E2: s “ ■*< «* ">*■>« «»«■•». 

'The great Mohammedan festival of the Hukra E*4 wlileh, accord! a* to 
sacrtflce^Ishmat] D£,n,lnifTOI » , ' iltea UlE day when Abraham intended 8 to 
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letter to Omar Beg that there had been fin interview 1 with the 
Nawab and that some reconciliation had taken place. At 
this time intelligence wm received through another channel 
that the whole affair had been discovered and that the Nabob 
and Mecr Jaffier were one/* 1 Clive had not resigned the 
settled purpose of his own mind either to the advice of those 
around him, or to any combination of opposing circumstances. 
There was now no hL shrinking from the fearful responsibility 
of making a decision/ 1 3 Clive had quite decided that he 
would not advance unless lie had full assurance of support. 
He assembled a Council of War on June 21 T when the following 
question was proposed by biro : 

14 Wild her in uur present situation without assistance 
and on our own bottom it would he prudent to attack the 
Nabob* or whether we should wait 'till joined by some Country 
Power. 55 3 


1 Memorandum m Mr. honk, " Consideration on Indian Affairs." 

The Memorandum was written by Clive, or under Tils supervision, Same pages 
are wanting—Pttwls MSS. The intelligence dame through Qiuidmnd. 

1 Much [day's a# Essay on Clive." 

* The fallowing Ls an ojeaut trimserlptLon ol thu original record ut Lhe Pro¬ 
ceedings o t the Cowan I o t War signed by the Ofllcm fiftfMn/ ami now In Lhe 
Puwls MSS: — 

At a Cornual ol War held at CuUnwfl, -Inne 2i‘ ! I7S7 i 


i Major Grant 
I Cap} Gnupp 
| Cap} Grant 
f Cap} Cffllmoro 
CnpV Fisher 
Gap} Palmer 
Cap* 1 iatcr 
Gap} Hostlers 


Colonel Clive Preside td 
Major KUpolrlck i 
Major Cootc [ Mem" 

Gap 1 . Armstrong i 
Gap} Rnrohold J 
Cop} Miour 
Gap} Corneille 
tlapi Camp bell 
Gap} tJca} 1-hisshimd 
Cap 1 . Lieu} Jennings 
When the foil owing question was proposed by Colonel Clive 
Whether lit our present Situation without assistance & on our own 
bottom it wunld be prudent to attack the Nabob* or whether we ihoolJ wait 
■till joined by Some Country Power £ was carried in the Negative 
Robert tillvo Eyre Goole 

James Kilpatrick G. Ales*: Grant 

Ar ah'! Grant G- Muir 

Gcurge Fredrlch Gaupp Llhr : Palmar 

Andrew Armstrong Robert Campbell 

Tho 1 . Rumbold Peter Car stairs 

S Cudmore W + jcoln^s 

i'.Ii r Lsti LLLk El-sidier 
J&lm Corneille 
J S pjsdUiUd 


Jolm Power aid dutlump 
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Clive voted for delay and was supported by Kilpatrick, 
one of tile best oil ice rs in the service, and by five other senior 
officers who are entered in the original proceedings of the 
Council of iir ns "'Members.” Byre Coote anil Captain 
Alexander Urant. the only two senior officers entered as 
Members, supported by five others, voted for an immediate 
attack. 1 Eyre Conte had at that time acquired very little 
experience ol Indian warfare. On being asked by the Parlia¬ 
mentary Committee what were the reasons he gave for that 
vote, he replied: 


M Having hitherto met with no thing hut success, which con¬ 
sequently hud given great spirits to uur men, 1 was of opinion that 
uny delay might cast u dampness ■ 2dJy, that the arrival of Monsieur 
.Law would nnt only strengthen the Nabob s army, anil add vigour 
to their councils, hut likewise weaken our force considerably, as the 
number of Frenchmen we had entered into our service after the 
capture of Cliand era agon; would undoubtedly desert to him (.Law) 
upon every opportunity ; 3dly t our distance from Calcutta was so 
great, that ail communication from, thence would be entirely cut oil. 
and therefore gave us no room to hope for any supplies, ’and con¬ 
sequently that we must be soon reduced lu the greatest distress. 
For liiesc reasons. I gave it as my opinion that we should come to 
on immediate action ; or, if that ivas tlmught entirely impracticable, 
that we should return to Calcutta : the consequence of which must 


Orme dates: " Contrary to tile inrms usualJv practised in councils id 
War of taking the voice of the youngest officer first, unit ascending from this 

10 lie voice of Lhe president, Colonel Clive gave tils opinion first," liyre Coote. 
in lus evidence before Uie House of Commons. sold : " The question then belnr 
put, Lu jan with the president nnd driest members whose upinlous were aeaiust 
coming to un immediate action." Ej'ru Coote dues net mention that tilts 
was contrary to the usual forms. 

11 ! n ,™ evidence stated : " Every mem tier [save their opinions against 
the attack till they had received lurdici iutelUjionce except Captains Coote 
and Grant. When Clive whs recalled be “ observed, that in a former part 
tif lus evidence lie had made a mistake in respect to die number of the Council 
of war. who un the Ulst June voted for the immediate attack ot Serai all Pnwiu 
and sold, he might very easily nave been led inLu that mistake, the event having 
happened 1 o yearn a K o, and he net having consulted a single record from dial 
lime to till*. 

U VAWe had consul led the Original retorJ he would have found that LlJjs 
« ■SaCmeait that. ” every member” except “ explains Coat* and Grant ' 
hae| glvea their n-piiuons ujyuinsl the attack was Correct. Gut he ought lo have 
aJdtih ^ and five other nfflc&V* Ey_rc Conte in his evil-Fente before the 
LouiiumK gLves a list which Jillcrs from Lhe list In Lhc original record 
uri the list m Malcolms 1 Lite of aive/ 1 which U snlil to he trun^ihed from 
the Urtgnml Document, H noL accurate with regard to th* spelling ol the namei. 
J™' ^ (jiien the Unt to he found in CcKttc's evidence introduce! itinie 
addlGuiiid stums ul hk nwn 
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be our own disgrace, and the inevitable destruction of Lhe company'* 
affairs. 1 ’* 

The only success the English force hud obtained was the 
surrender of Cutwa after a brief resistance. There was no 
real reason to suppose that Law's army would strengthen the 
Nawatrs army before Clive could attack it : the English had 
command of the water communication, and therefore could 
not he entirely cut oft from Calcutta, Clive never proposed 
to return to Calcutta, but what he did propose was to occupy 
the strong fortress of Cutwa until he received some trust¬ 
worthy assurances of assistance from Meer Jaifier. This 
point Eyre Coote did not discuss, and he did not realise 
the political situation. His evidence shows, as Clive says, 
filial 44 he did not even then understand the subject upon 
which he delivered so peremptory an opinion at the Council 
of War.** 3 

Eyre Coote informed the Parliamentary Committee that: 

f+ About an hour after tbe Council broke up. Colonel Clive informed 
him, unasked (Captain Robert Campbell, to the best of bis recollect Jon, 
was with him at the time), that, notwithstanding the resolution of 
the Conncil-of-war, he intended to march the next morning, and 
accordingly gave orders lor the army to hold themselves in readiness, 
leaving a su bn Item officer's command in the port of Cutwa/* 

Omni writes : 

"The sanction of this council In no wise alleviated the anxieties 
of Clive ; for, as soon as it broke up, he retired alone into the adjoining 
grove, where he remained near an hour in deep meditation, which 
convinced him of the absurdity tif stopping where he was ; and 
acting now entirely from himself, he gave orders, on his return 

1 Ormc writes: " He said, 1 find the common soldiers were at present eoi> 
Aflfttnl Ol .success. E tliLit u stop SO near the enemy would IliiUmilly quell this 
nrduiir , which II would be dSfflciiU to restore : Lhai the arrival d f 15 ic French 
troops with Mr, haw would mid strength to the Nabob'* force and vigour to 
h\i councils - Hint they would surr-min I the English snmy\ and cut of! iu earn- 
iBimicatloa wiLJi Calcutta, when distresses not yet foreseen might ruin It as 
eilecliifldy m the loss of u battle. Ho therefore advised. Hint they should 
either advance and decide the contest hnni&d Lately, or immediately return to 
Calcutta."—Or rue, Vol. p r 17b. 

« Tilt common soldiers were ut present confident of success n Instead of 
* a our men/' "■ would naturally quell this urdour pl far " migliL cust n dninp- 
neisi/’ 1 night ruin it us effectually ai the Lo^s nf 14 buttle " for ” reduced tii 
ttie gre-sU'sl distress," ore striking example* of Gmie'c hubil of em bell tailing 
j quotation. 

* Memorandum, PowU MSS, 
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to liis tjujjrlprs, Lhfll the anny should cross Ihe river the rest 
morning .” 1 

Prosaic documentary evidence destroys the picturesque 
scene. After some hours Clive decided to do what he always 
intended to do, push forward, if Jie had sufficient assurance 
of support. In his evidence before the Parliamentary Com¬ 
mittee he states: *’ That although he might have informed 
Captain Coote of his resolution to attack Serajah Dowla, not¬ 
withstanding the opinion of that Council-of-war, he did 
imagine that he had not concluded ujion the whole plan till 
twenty-four hours after, because the troops did not cross the 
river to make that attack till the 22d of June in the evening, 
and the discourse between Captain Coote and him was the 
21st in the morning.” After the Council or War had dis¬ 
persed, Clive wrote to the Select Committee, Fort William: 

" Enclosed are copies « of two tellers received last night. I ]jke- 
wIsl* transmit the sentiments of a Council of War field this day. 
whether or noL It was proper without the assistance or some country 
Tower to iillnck Hie JSiiboh, I wait only for some encouragement 
from Molr la Heir to proceed, which must be the Issue unless the 
Nabob makes very fair offers of accommodaliEm." 


Later in the day he informed the Committee that lie had 
learnt from a messenger that since his last another letter had 
been delivered to Meer Jaftier and no answer returned in 
meriting. The prospect was gloomy. Clive wrote to the Select 
Committee: 


I am really at a loss Iiow to ac! at Ihe present situation of our 
affairs, especially should ] receive a eotiDrmatioii by tetter of Meir 
Jflfteir's resolution to stand neuter. The Nabobs forces ut present 
are not said to eicecrf 8,000 men but a compliance with lheir demands 

1 Eyre Coote, in his Journal : June 22nd. At 6 o’clock in the murninH, 
the army crossed the river ami marched to a large iopr about two miles' 
cUsLjuice* 

„ Joy™ 1 * 1 °f Military Proceedings, VTiLtcn at the time. June 22nd; 

,\t ,i III tins evening crossed the river, )Living u subaltern's jiartv ami ion 
Mapoys in the fort find nbont 12 at night we arrived at Maris filter a very 
tong ymltotlguiJi- march.'' On July 2, 1757. nine day's after Massey, Dive 
writes flic -l-smt in the evening we crossed the river and landing on the 
Island fine island of Cussimbanar) marched straight far Plasirv where we 
arrived by t In the morning." On -July 26 Clive [„ a letter repealed Me stale- 
m^nt : Ihe iJntl m llit « wiling ue q-ds^d the river." 

1 Meet Jiifticr s Letters.,. Uuted June IS, 
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may easily encres&e them. ]f we attack (hern M must be entrenched, 
and ourselves without any assistance. In this place a repulse must 
he fatal, on the contrary success may give the greatest advantage. 
The Nabob's apprehensions at present are great, and perhaps he 
may be glad to grant us an honourable Peace, The principle ol fear 
may make him not much against his private inclination and J believe 
that has been the case ever since the capture of Chandemagore. 
There still remains another expedient of sending an embassy either 
to Gazoody Cuwn or the Moratf m?s to invite them im 1 beg you 
will let me have your sentiments how I ought to act at this 
critical juncture./** 

The night passed and morning broke, and no answer from 
Meer Jaffier* It was three o^elock in the afternoon urc a 
messenger came that brought glad tidings to Clive. Meer 
Jail ter informed Clive that he had marched from Murshidabad 
and collected his people. The Nawafo had pitched his tent 
at Muncurra, a village six railed to the south of Cossimbazar, 
and he added: 

fi The Nabob's intention is to have his in Irene bin cut at Moncurra* 
therefore the sooner you march tu fall on him the better heroic his 
design can take place. As yet you arc now only designing* blit it 
is not now proper to he indolent. When you come near i shall then 
be able to join you* If you could send two or three hundred good 
fighting men the upper road towards Cos&imbuzar* the Nabobs 
army would of themselves retreat. Then tin* battle win have no 
difficulty* When l am arrived near the army I will send you privately 
nil the intelligence* Let me have previous notice of the time you 
Intend to fight, 11 

Clive considered the letter contained a sufficient assurance 
of support to justify a bold course being adopted. He wrote 
to Meer JafTirr: 

-i | am determined to risque everything on your account, though 
you will not exert yourself. I shall be op the otln.-r side of the river 
Lhls evening, if you will join mo al Finds. 1 will march half way 
to meet ynu ? then the whole Nabob s army will I know light for you. 
Give rue | leave] to rail to your mind bow much your awn glory' and 
safety depends upon it. Be assured if you do this you will be Stihah 
of these Provinces, but if you cannot go even tills length to assist 
us I call God to witness the fault is not mine, and 1 must desire 
your consent for concluding a Peace with the Nabob, and whaL has 
passed between us will never be known. What can \ *ay more than 
that 1 am as desirous o! your success and welfare as my own," 
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Clive at nrcec ordered the forec to marchi and at five in 
the evening the river was crossed , 1 An hour later he sent tile 
following scrap of paper to Mccr .Jaffkr ; “ Upon receiving 
your letter I am come to a resolution to proceed immediately 
to P1 hc)s. I am impatient for on answer to my letter hy 
the trusty man.” The advance now continued, and 11 after 
a very fatiguing march and through a whole night’s rain " 
Plasscy Grove was reached “ about at night.’* a Clive 
From Meer Jaffier's last letter expected to Tind the Nawob 
entrenched at Mimc&rra. lie now learnt that Urn Xawall’s 
vanguard, consisting of C,000 men, was within three mites of 
him, 11 “ He ordered our advanced guard of 200 Europeans 
an(i 300 sepoys, with two field pieces, to post themselves at 
Pksscy House and several videts fit proper distances from 
each other round the grove/’ 1 Plasscy House, situated on 
the bank of the river, was a substantial shooting dodge of the 
Xuwab’s, built of If rick and surrounded by a high wall. Here 
Clive fixed liis headquarters. About fifty yards from the 
river, a little to the south of the house, was a mango orchard 
known as the Lak.sha liagb, or orchard of one hundred 
thousand trees. In Lhe Laksha Hugh, protected by n mud- 
bank and a ditch, bivouacked the main body of the English 
force. 

A little mere than a mile to the mirth of the orchard, 
5urajah Dowla lay in his tent disheartened hy many anxieties. 
The day that Clive marched from Chandernagore he dispatched 
a long letter to the Nawab, upbraiding him on acctntnt of his 
connection with the French : 

1 Si'rafititi -writes: "On Use twentv-tccornJ nf June tlse CalonEl re- 
ceivnJ j tetter From Mefc Jsdteir wludi rlcUrmined liJm to banu-ri a battle, 
siihL he piisM'l Qid river at five in lhe evening."—Scr niton, p. Mr bate, 
p. 446, 

1 Journal of Military Proceed in §5, IZyt c tlmdc's Journal: ■* After & fatiguing 
march of twelve «r lilff tn miles the vnn arrived at tlaney Grove (twenty mite* 
frum MuxaiJavfld} ,tt II; the rear hardly tame up bdfure 3 In the mcirflaiig. 11 
" A Narrative cl Hie halite near MuxadqvaiV* dated lfc Cossmbfl?^ir, 2D June, 
17£j 7. ,k —Or in t MSS, 

* Orrm\ fund of the |ilrl ure^iur, sLuLcr ; " Tlic nr my immediately teok 
possesion of Miv adjoining Lirove, when. In their mrut nuprlzr, the continual 
sound tal drums, ilarions, ami pyrnboh, vvlildt always aerumpany Lire night 
wulchu nf an ImliiJEi tump, convinced them t 1 1- I llu?y ware within h mile of 
Lhe Nabob's tinny, 1 * 

4li I'rurri lhe mur olive of an ollleer ul tfie lime a dap Lain In Lhe army/* 
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arH was agree '! bEtw< * a us lhat your enmuka should bo mine 
and mine yours. When Yonr Excellency calk’d me to your JS- 

EEtFT* the t P£llatJS ’ 1 swc “ G«d ‘hat it wL myftrm 

a . SSJst y° u * lth n W w hoJe force, and that I esteemed it 
llie greatest happiness to Imve such an opportunity of testifying 
my fnendship for you. whereas Your Excellency chose your friends 

■ orMFnT 118 wl Pn * IllJ ' S 3S cvidefltlv appears from this, that we have 
.retain knowledge from Dccan of the ielters you have wrnlr to n, lr 

ESS Monslc,jr hnwsie 1 «*« you to the copies of your own 
-- If you do not clitise to shew me your copies, [ will wall 
oa fynu) with those I have." ^ w 1 

He reproached him for all the injuries he haii inflicted 
on the Company, and the non-fulfilment of his engagements: 

" You have discouraged the Company's business beyond what 

IS 1„ tXpn ?*' bBt 1 ' viU ani y touch ™ a few particulars. 

T a TC *? pWd sIl,cc lhe tr eaty. and many times that 

vet ,^ e ,lT d T tOT MlC fuM e * ecutlon <* lhe treaty passed by, 
jet very ISttJe advance Is made towards fuLfilW a nt ih e irrt .. lf 

“» y— Treasury rate,, at Qtau. f„„ dc, ,!o! 
IllU , ’dLteri ■ ,nb part - Md !rl <S P ccl 1 “«■> you a 

He enumerated tbc injuria and insults to which the 
English Jmd been subjected, and he announced that it was 
the sentiments of all who have charge of the Company's 
affairs " that he should 

I®1 *£ 9°. Ss ™^ D:afir ; put our dIs P«t« Id arbitration before Jugeul 
. Lai, H.ijah Mohun Lai, Meer Jaffeir Khan, Rajah Roy Dulah, Metr 
Murdun and the rest of your great men, and if it shall appear that 
I have deviated from the treaty I hind myself to give up all mv 
demaods But If it should appear Your Excellency has deviated 
from it, I shall demand satisfaction for all our losses, and all the 
charges of the navy and army/ 1 

lie concluded with u startling announcement; 

nr bdne daJJy <mi creasing, ami it faking a great deal 

of time lo receive your answer, I therefore find it necessary to wait 

rhTiri^n^T^t^’ i and 11 >0U w * n pIace in me no harm 

‘ h ° m 111 1 "P"* 01 t!,is lo y° u » a friend. Act as you 

■u ^ & vtd 
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On the morning of June 14 Surajah 11 mvia heard of the 
flight of Watts, and the intelligence greatly alarmed him. 
It seemed to confirm the rumours which had reached his 
ears regarding a dark conspiracy of which Meer Jafher was 
the head. A few hours later the war-breathing epistle from 
Clive arrived. The Nawab realised it meant his destruction. 
He had intended that morning to at tack Meer Jitfflcr s palace 
and seize Lhe traitor. He now wavered. The next day the 
young Nawab, proud and arrogant, went to his powerful 
minister's palace in order to conciliate one who might be 
a terrible enemy. Both men were wary, and both frit alike 
that they r were engaged in an intricate game. 

“The Koran was introduced, tile accustomed pledge nf tlielr 
falsehood ; (he Sou bah swore he would never attempt his life ; 
Meer JafDer that he would be his faithful soldier, and light lor him 
to lhe last drop of Ids blood. They parted with smiles on their 
countenances, and treachery in Lheir pearls: euch happy in ihe 
thought of over-reaching the other : And now we were the grand 
object of their attention." 1 

The Nawah, taking Meer Jatlicr at his oath, sent a letter 
of defiance to Clive. He inveighed bitterly against Watts’s 
secret flight, “ which appears to be done with a very deceitful 
design and intention to break the treaty'.” The Hosing sentence 
clearly showed his intention ; 

" U was the consideration that something nf this kind was con¬ 
triving Hint hindered me from recalling the army from Plassy, for 
1 know some trick was intended. I thank God. however, (he treaty 
has not been broke tin my part, and as it was so solemn h sworn 
to before God and Mis Prophet He will doubtless punish him who 
hat* firbL violated it/* 2 

The letter dispatched* S liraj ah Dowla ordered his troops 
to march towards Plassey, and he wrote to M. Lilw bidding 
him to come to his assistance with the utmost expe¬ 
dition- But the troops refused to move until all arrears Imd 
been discharged. For three days Mtirshidabad was in a state 
of tumult* and the mutinous soldiers only consented to advance 
to meet Ihz enemy after a liberal distribution of money. On 
1 ScraJLoii, p. 90. 

* Lfiltcr fr»m Lhe Nawah to Cnltmel Clive, doled June 1757 
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June IS thr Nawab’s force marched out to the village of Mun- 
carni, a few iniks south of Coss in i bazar. where, as Meer Jattier 
[stated in his letter to Clive, the NaWab intended “ to have 
his entrenchmentBut on hearing that Clive hod not crossed 
the river he renewed his march. On the evening of the 21st 
he arrived at the small village of Daudpnr within four miles 
of the entrenched position which Rai Dulab liad constructed 
before the siege of t'lrmrlcrnagore ; it had been held bv a 
part of the Nawab’s army for some time. The position was 
by no means ill adapted for defence. The banks of an Indian 
river arc continually shifting, and here the stream, making 
a wide curve in shape like a horseshoe, enclosed a peninsula 
about three miles in circumference, the neck of which was, 
however, less than a quarter of a mile in breadth from stream 
to stream. The entrenched line, starting from the river bank 
a little below the southern neck, ran for about two him tired 
yards nearly parallel to the north side of the grove, until it 
reached a redoubt on which several guns were mounted. From 
the redoubt the entrenchment turned north-east and con¬ 
tinued in that direction for about tliree miles. About three 
hundred yards to the east of the redoubt, but outside the 
entrenchment, stood a hillock covered with trees : half a mile 
south-west of this hillock was :i small tank, and farther south¬ 
west, nearer the river, almost facing the centre of the northern 
side of the grove, was o larger artificial pond. They were both 
surrounded by bunds or embankments of earth obtained by 
their excavation. 

Between the village of Daudpur and the southern front 
of the entrenchment, and partly in the peninsula itself, the 
Nawall's vast force encamped. 1 The royal tent was pitched 
a little behind the front tine facing the grove. The big moment 
had come, and many melancholy considerations did not escape 
the Nawab. He had 35,000 infantry. 15,000 cavalry, with 

3 Or me writes; " Within tMa entrenchment encamped (be wbnta mrmy 
of whirl] a part Likewise occupied the peninsula. r “—Orrne, Vol M n 173 
Broome referring lo Lhc plan snyg : " The Xnwnfr'b Armv was encampedpartis 
In Lhr peninsula and partly in rear of the entrenchment / 3 An OHcntnl armv 
consisting of 5Q*naD troops acroinpnnscrt by a lurpR number of elephant* cnmvk 
anti oxen, nnrl the usual boat of camp rolluwrrs, coulrl not have been held in 
the space mentioned by Orme. 
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5® guns, chiefly of Large calibre. His opponent had no more 
than B,200 men with 10 light field-pieces. But the English, 
though smalt in numbers, had before defeated him. His 
army strong in numbers, but his generals were a source 
or anxiety and doubt. There was none upon whose stead¬ 
fast loyalty he could depend. The most respectable men of 
his Court Imd in Ids insane fits of temper been spat upon, 
beaten, imprisoned, and had narrowly escaped death. A 
trilling circumstance which he took for an ill omen, says 
Scraftoii, confirmed him in his fears : 

" As he was sitting in his tent, the evening before the bat lie, 
resoKing in his mind the doubtful issue, his ailcndants Imperceptibly 
li-fl him one by urn- till he was alone ; when a fellow entered, unper¬ 
ceived by the Soubals, ami carried oil the gold top of the hookah 
lie was smoking, and cut off some of the broad-cloth of tiis lent. 
It shocked his soul to think, lhat be. whose frowns were death but 
hi 1 be morning, should now be so little feared: He called lor his 
attendants, and cried, with great emotion, 1 Sure they sec me dead.* '* 

At dawn, June 23, 17Ji7, Clive climbed to the roof of the 
hunting lodge and saw below him a wide green plain lit up 
with the broken lights from a blue sky across whose face 
drove dark masses of monsoon clouds as they rolled up from 
the Indian Ocean. When the sun rose in Eastern splendour 
the enemy appeared marching out of their entrenchments at 
different points, and what with the number of elephants 
all covered with scarlet cloth and embroidery ; their horse 
with their drawn swords glittering in the sun; their heavy 
ratinen drawn by vast trains of oxen; and their standards 
flying, they inside a most pompous and formidable appear- 
ance. 1 They advanced in dense columns of cavalry and 
infantry interspersed with batteries of guns of different strength. 
Marching in this order, the divisions under Rai Dulab. Tar 
X,u f KJum, and Meer Jaflier soon formed a crescent line 
from the hillock to within half a mile of the southern angle 
of the grove, the last two divisions encircling and outflanking 
the English. Some fifty Frenchmen under M. St, Krais had 
accompanied the Nawab. They pushed forward with four 
field-pieces and took post at the larger tank, distant from the 

4 Scraftou, p, Si, 
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British about two hundred yards, Farther to the right, 
near the river, two heavy guns under the command of a 
native officer were posted. In support of these two batteries 
were 5,000 horse and 7.000 foot, the best of the Nawab ? s 
army, under the command of Meer Mnrdeen (Mir Madan), 
a loyal and brave leader. 

This display of great military force did not disturb Clive’s 
equanimity. The daring genius, always desirous of antici¬ 
pating tile attacks of un enemy, determined him to withdraw 
his few troops from the shelter of the gl ove and draw them 
U P ' n u single line with their front facing the French. The 
thin line extended only about a thousand yards from the 
hunting lodge on the left to some distance beyond the 
right of the grove. About two hundred yards in front of 
the hunting lodge and the left division of sepoys were a 
couple oi brick-kilns, and here a small party was posted 
in advance with the remaining two six-pounders and the two 
howitzers. 

Clive expected every moment a communication from Meer 
Jflllier. but no messenger dime with it. At 7 a.m. Clive sent 
him the following short note ; 

“ Whatever could he done by me I have dour, I can do no more. 
It yen will eoinu to 1'Jaudip-ore I will march from Piads l<> meet you, 
hut If you won't comply even wlili this, pardon me, I slmll make 
It up with the Nabob." 

An hour after the French guns at the large tank opened 
lire, 1 and the field-pieces at the brick-kilns replied promptly 
and effectively. Soon after the enemy’s guns of heavier 
calibre were dragged up by trains of oxen and opened with 
vigour at a short range. They were answered by the six- 
pounders of the line, and a fierce duel of artillery ensued. 
The British light guns could make little impression upon the 
heavier weight of the Nawab’s artillery, but great gaps were 

1 " Th“ Urn! shot wlu Ibid ty Hie enemy ut eight o'dock from tbc lank ■ 
H killed one, and wounded onolher of the grenadier company, which was posted 
on the right oi the battalion,'- 1 -Drmt, Vui, L >. 174. in | C | ter deserihios 
Hit action, written six days oiler Lhe event, we read : ■' We were scarcely drawn 
uf lit IMs manner, when a 2-1 lb. shott from their comp, boumUnu alnnu. unrl 
carrying off the ihtju erf (me trf the K£u| > i Rrcmadk’rt, convinced H5 that IJLeir 
cannon was come op."—" A Narrative oi the Hattie near ,\lu\idavad “■ dated 
,f Cusiimhftsnr, r J& June, 1757/ 1 
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opened in the musses stationed he hind them. The guns of 
the enemy swept the thin line before them, and in half an 
hour ten Europeans and twenty sepoys were struck down, 
t live, alive to the necessity of husbanding his small force, 
ordered the Europeans and sepoys “ to retire and lye upon 
I heir arms within the bank of the Grove, fronting the enemy 
as before and drawn up in the same order. Our houbltz was 
advanced about half-way to the first Tank, and our eight 
guns properly divided in the intervals, betwixt the battalions 
and sepoys, hut advanced a little distance without the 
banks oT the drove. 1 The enemy's cannon moved slowly for¬ 
ward, and “ their heavy mettle continued to play briskly on 
the Grove,” * The round shots shattered the branches of the 
lofty mango trees, but the British infantry, lying under the 
shelter of the bank, had very few disabled. The howitzer 
and field-pieces advanced in front played with great success 
among ‘'those that were of the first rank.” Meer Murdecn. 
a tine soldier, was mortally wounded , 5 The movement of 
a large body of the enemy’s horse on the right creating an 
impression that “they intended an attempt on the ad¬ 
vanced held pieces and hawitzes, they were both ordered 
hack.” * 


It was now’ about noon, and the cannonade had been in 
progress nearly four hours, when were heard volleying thunders, 
and the rain came down in tropical torrents. “ We had some 
apprehension that the enemy would take advantage of tins 
opportunity and make a push with their horse, but our guns 


. A NannUv* oI the Bui tic near Miultiavart," tinted " Cossirabaiui , 

-- ‘ V ( *™ e stale*; " The troops were ordered to alt d«wn r wlittst 
I tie IJdij-jjkcps Slone answered the enemy's CiUinon It&m l>e]und the kink." 
LSruorne converts the sentence itltn Lhe following : * Tile LrnOps were well pro- 

trctcil by the enab*mkment and were directs to M down so □* |n he little 
ejpobed j hides were made In the bank to serve as embrasures/- Broome, 
p. l-Ja. ScrnfiriEi states; +l Gar little army was at hmt drawn up wlliiuiJl LIlc 
bunk which surrounded the * 4 rove r buL we soon fount! such u shower of balls 
pourinp upon us from their fiO pieces o| cannon (most of which were 32- and 
24-partm3rrs>, that we retired under cover of Lhr hjmk, leaving two firhl pieces 
without; wtilbst the other four kepi playing through the breaches in the baEik.'" 
'-Scfflltop, ji. 1#2, 

* J ; Journal of Military Proceedings on the Expedltfen to Mu sad avail/’ 
One great cause of our success wns^ tbttl in the verv beginning of the 
an on, we had the *ioud fortune to kill Meer Mociun. one of the SoubahH lest 
unrl most falthfill umcers/’^eraftoil* p L m 

*“ Journal or Military Proceeding* un the E&peditJait to MaxariaveiL" 
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continuing to play very briskly* prevented any such motion- 
The enemy's guns during the rain, which lasted half an hour, 
did not fire a shott. 33 1 When the rain Ceased the cannonade 
was resumed. About 3 p.\j* the enemy was seen returning 

without confusion to their old camp, their artillery march¬ 
ing first* 3 At this time a large corps on the extreme left 
of the enemy’s crescent line was seen mewing in such a manner 
as to create a doubt whether their aim was to gain possession 
of the village of Flassey, about a mile south of the grove, 
or whether they were friends and wanted to join the British 
Force. The village was strategically important because it 
commanded the passage of the river, and by moving up the 
stream the enemy could attack the British baggage and boats. 
The corps, which proved afterwards to be that of Meer Jalfier, 
was kept at a distance by our artillery. 

When the enemy retired to thdr entrenchments, Clive, 
drenched to the skin, went into Plassey House to change 
his clothes. He had determined to maintain his position 
in the grove during the day, and at night to force with his 
handful of men a passage through the vast camp of the enemy. 
He had learnt from past experience in the Carnatic campaign 
that the darkness, the suddenness and violence of the attack, 
would throw an enemy lacking drill and discipline into con¬ 
fusion and so make victory more certain. He left orders with 

1 "A Narrative of the Battle near iWtixid avail/’ dated ri CoMhiibazir, m l\} June, 
1757 / F 1 The enemy "a A* e now began to slacken and soon sifter entirely ceased/ F — 
Journal of Military Proceedings. ,J About noon a very heavy shower covered 
the plain, and very soon damaged the enemy's powder so much.,, that iheir 
tire slackened continually ; but the English ammunition served on/*—Orme, 
Vol II., p. ITS, ilniunie states: "About noon a very heavy shower com¬ 
menced., which lasted lor nearly HU hour, and completely deluged the plain, 
at the same time that it damaged nearly ill the enemy Ji mnnm lUrm which 
was uuidb exposed; the consequence was ihnt their fire materially slackened. A 
parly of the enemy's horse, anticipating a similar result us regarded the English 
Artillery, advanced boldly towards the grove, to take advantage of It : but 
ltie English arrangement* were so much better in this respect, that their ammu¬ 
nition hud received link nr no injury — and this body of Cavalry wrre received 
with so warm a fire as to induce them to retire with same precipitation. In 
this affair Meet Moodeen was mortally wounded by a shot from one of Lhe 
six-pounders.'' dF In Uds dtuatlon both ormiej remained till 12 o'clock, when 
a heavy shower at rain tailing the enemy’s horse advanced as If to take advan¬ 
tage thereof; hot when they found our Add-pieces continued firing notwith¬ 
standing the rain falling, the enemy's horse were checked in their ardour." — 
Narrative of an Officer. 

* From the Narrative of on Officer. 
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Major Kilpatrick that, if tlie ejmmy made any fresh move- 
nient, it was to be immediately reported to him . 1 Great, 
therefore, was his surprise when he learnt that, without his 
sanction, a detachment of the force with some field-pieces 
was marching towards the large tank which the French had 
abandoned.® He immediately hastened after the detach¬ 
ment and joined it as it was on the point of reaching the 
tank. He now found that it was commanded by Major Kil¬ 
patrick, his old and favourite comrade. In the fire of wrath. 
" he at first ordered him under arrest for such unmilitary 
conduct, but was pacified on receiving an apology.” He 
sent Kilpatrick back to the grove and assumed the direet 
command. As an advance had been made, he knew to fall 
back would be disastrous, so lie resolved with his usual prompt¬ 
ness to renew the action und by attacking to make it decisive. 
He sent to the grove for another detachment, upon wliicli 


1 From the Narrative of nu Officer. » Memoirs u j the He volution in fieriiml ■* 

SETSr^fEii. °' d0 f C " lont] -nault™ 

Jr® “J™ . u f Ll 11 “™ re«lv«| to mialsiialn lh* caruionmli durimz the 

l n * p L ) at ^ol^M to attack the Nabob's camp.”- -Orme Vol II & *175 

ouii.r nil \ j_ q lock, liheti tht- Colonel ccune Irons P1 b WV lionse which uns 

Sr“wir rui'ehflnoln^Tl trL ‘ it ^ 1 tF'^ L-optiLios together in order to hold a Council 
or war* tmt chaiigiBg his mind returned wsjhoHt holding one/ 1 

*“ ^ Vlf ctareicy to the unbound hJ trLotcment ihal Qive 

witei ^%!ni^ h K iht h J fl sWUow apology. He 

Impatient to seiie the upper limit v advanced from 
tlie prove with Iwo companies or the battalion, and twn Held-uteres march in e 

r o hk l c± ( ?n“ k ' r J /"* iMf "™ a,Jc>n " r ^ 

J “ ' *** ch ‘] necd at f. lh Li ™ to lylue down in Liit- huaUnM- 

ll^eitlmJmdhBd l^i"^; ' vJji f !l , is tlut imprnlJslile, considering how 

*225* !“ .-,2,*!***? ”* P"? *»* rtmiUnily nsur Hie ptum If lilt i 

^ UrtT]g thl * wIsoIc Engagement/' pubEJ&hed a. letter In L7fij t y 

** lnclijl St«k " rnvt forwarded a «p7to ernu H* 

V JE k"®* 1 ? f^nirtiuncJFnlti-Chief rtidilE? the disposJ Lion of the tragus 

liimHi'ir, jmd wp& ni the lieaJ of llicni diritui (lip , whule of the artlon until tsi 
rnemv bad retried bad! in thd, entrenched c, J i “ a?k ct wh i he 
bad ihon delerndned to deter till night. The Hold briny now clear, he telired 
inlo pn adjacent buifillng, (or no fents wtre pitched, to sikift liia clontlia uet 
Ol' hh^n™ before he could change them word was brought him that a pari 
of his troops were marching out of the Grove toward* n small eminence on 
which the cnrpj of trench in Suruja Dowlet'j Army inid been posted. _Si.tr 
Tsit^ 11 w" 1 ,L Ui: 1 a IU0tiun rfiotUd bt mu tie Without Ids orders, he instantly 
J.aslcnp.i to the party, at the heart of which he tumid Major Kilpatrick whom 
hr reprimanded fur his unuili Her Like conduct and ordered hint back to the 
‘.““fL 0 * tuI " rnatld uf a* advono“j troops^rt 
i U IL L te H n * Ulem Uic second action which ended will, o U 7 

storming Ih q enemy s camp fwo iLourrv afterwards/ K 
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E\ re Coots marched out slid joined him with his division . 1 
Clivfi then ordered the King’s Grenadiers and a grenadier 
company of sepoys to lodge themselves behind a bank that 
was close upon the enemy’s lines, From their entrenchment 
and from the wooded mound near their redoubt the foe kept 
up a smart fire ot musketry, to which the detachment at the 
large tank, with four field-pieces, replied. Clive’s object was 
to draw tire enemy from their entrenchment a second time, 
and he was successful. Their infantry and cavalry poured 
forth from their lines, *' buL in attempting to bring out their 
cannon they were so galled by our artillery that they could 
not effect it. notwithstanding they made several at tempts .’ 1 * 
Hegordless of the hot artillery fire, they advanced over the 
naked plain, and 11 by their motions made as if they intended 
to charge us.' two or three large bodies being within one hundred 
and fifty yards.” Clive, fearing that his small isolated post 
would bo overwhelmed by numbers, twice or tlirke ordered 
the remainder of his force in the grove to join him, “ and 
that order as often countermanded on account of the move¬ 
ment of a large body of horse towards the Grove whom we had 
often fired upon to keep at a proper distance.” 3 

For some time the enemy faced with no abatement of 
courage the brisk fire of the field-pieces. Men and horses fell 
rapidly. Among the slain were four of their principal com¬ 
manders, Confusion now begun to prevail in their ranks, 
and it was observed that tbeir elephants grew very unruly,” * 
Clive, with Ins usual decision and boldness in battle, took 
advantage of the critical moment, He ordered Eyre Coote 
to attack the mound and a party to storm the redoubt, 
“ which we carried at the same instant with little or no loss; 
though the latter was defended {exclusively of blacks) by 
forty French and two pieces of cannon; and the former by 
a large body or blacks, both foot and horse.” s The redoubt 
was taken with little or no loss because the French had 


J Ivyre Quote's JauniiiJ, 

1 Ibid .: 1 This encouraged m to Luke pas&E&siqn 


„,uhu ,L. , . — v 3—P #■- - — Of n nothor advanced 

post wthJa Jir* hun<1re,i yards of the ratriuice of tin* enemy's rump"’- 
Journal of Military Proceedings. 1 

a Journal M Military Proceedliigs, 

4 Narrative ul an Officer* * Letlrr lo Lhe HnnMe, George PJ^t 
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received orders from the Xawab to retire, and they soon 
afterwords karat Hint he had fled, 

Meer Murdeen, on being mortally wounded, was carried 
into the Xavvub's tent and died in his presence. The young 
prince, overcome at the sight of the death of his most loyal 
military commander, lost his presence of mind. He knew 
Meer Jaliter was a traitor. Tie sent repeated messages*mid 
pressing solicitations to him to tome to his tent, Meer JalHer 
came, accompanied by his son and strongly guarded. 

- Scradj tftl-doulali spoke lo him in Mie humblest strain, and at 
last des re risk'll lo the lowest supplications ; he even took his turbant 
lrum oft In'- head, (at least this was Hit' report) and placed 1L before 
the General ; lo whom he address'd these very words; 1 i now 
repent of whfll J have done; and availing myself of those ties of 
consanguinity which subsist between us, ns well as of those right* 
which my grandfather, Aaly-vertly-qhan, has doubtless acquired 
upon your gratitude. I look up to you, as lo the oniv represent stive 
or that venerable personage; and hope therefore, that, forgetting 
my past trespasses, you shall hence (or ward behave as becomes a 
Seyd, a man united in blood to me, and a mnn of sentiments, who 
conserves a grateful remembrance of all Hie benefits he has received 
from my family; 1 recommend myself to you; lake care of the 
conservation of my honor and life.’ Meer ,JallU-r coldly replied 
that the day was now drawing lo its end : and that there remained 
no time for an at lack ; * send a counter-order to the troops that are 
advancing,' said lie; ' recal those engaged; and to-morrow, with 
[he blessing of God, I will join all the troops together, and provide 
lor Hie engiigcmant.* Seradj-ed-doulnh observed, that they might 
be attacked by the enemy in the night: this also the General took 
upon himself lo provide against, and lie promised that the enemy 
vvuuJd not form a night attack-” 1 

The traitor rode back to his troops and promptly sent 
a messenger to Clive. S ura j ah Dowla’s fear increasing every 

moment, he sought the counsel of Rni Du lab, another traitor, 
who advised him to withdraw his troops within the entrench¬ 
ment. The fatal advice was adopted. Orders were sent to 
Moliun Lai to fall back. At first he refused to obey them, 
but niter repented imploring orders ami pressing messages 
had reached him, he yielded and withdrew his force. It was 
their retirement which Kilpatrick saw from the grove. When 
lJ ‘Selr MuiaipilijiriEi.' 1 VoL I„ p. 7t37-jtia, 
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Surajuh Oowhi learnt Unit the British l'orcc was attacking 
tilt tiitfrnchijit’iti and that some of his troops hud begun 
to retreat, be mounted n fleet riding camel and fled in the 
direction of Murshidabad. 

By 5 o'clock the English were in possession of the whole 
entrenchment and camp, which they found hud just been 
wnatL’d, An enormous mass of baggage, stores, camp 
equipage and cuttle was scattered around them. Clive sent 
at once a detachment under Major Eyre Conte to follow the 
Hying foe. The pursuit was continued for upwards of six 
miles, which fur want of horse answered no other purpose 
than that of taking all their artillery consisting of live pieces 
<>l cannon.’' 1 The detachment halted at Daudpore, “ where 
the rest of the amis under Major Kilpatrick joined us," 1 

So ended the battle of Plassey, The Nawab’s army, 
according to Clive’s calculation, lost 300 men ; the victors 
lost only 4 Europeans and 1 i sepoys killed, and 0 Europeans 
and 36 sepoys wounded and 2 European sentinels missing. 
Hut it is not wise to estimate victory by its cost. Plassey 
was a great victory because it was conclusive in result, for 
a force of 800 Europeans, 8 pieces of cannon and 2,100 sepoys, 
and no cavalry, to advance against an army of 20,000 horse 
and 10,000 foot, with a large number of guns, was the height 
of daring. By well-conducted operations and by perfect 
coolness of nerve Clive gained his lust great battle. It has 
been .stated that Plassey ean t: hardly he called a battle ” ; 
it was a rout. 3 But it was a rout because Clive, after exer¬ 
cising the highest of all military virtues, patience, hurled 
his small force at the right moment against the entrenched 
lines and ended the contest by a vigorous pursuit. 

Tlrnt evening (June 23. 1757) Clive sent the following 
brief note to “ dairies Watson and the Gentlemen of the 
Committee of Fort William”: 


Gentlemen,—T his morning at one o’clock we arrived at Ptaels 
Grove, and early in Die morning the Nabob's whole army appeared 


* .lourmail of Mi Ml ary Promtliup, 

1 Eyre Coot It'.5 Janr niil. 

a,i Tlit; rout of Plushy, fur It cun hardly be called a bailie .”— 1 " 
Dominion in India," by "Six Alfred LyalL p. 
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In sight and cannonaded us for severed hours, and about noon 
returned Lo a very strong camp in sight, lately Haydoolub's, upon 
which we advanced and stormed the Nabob - a camp* which we have 
taken with all his cannon and pursued him six miles, being now 
at Dondpoor and shall proceed for Musadavad to-morrow. Mcer 
Jaffeir, Roydoohib and Lullee Cawn gave ns no other assistance; 
than standing neuten They are with me with a large force. Meer 
Muddun and five hundred horse are killed and three elephants. Our 
loss Is trifling, not above twenty Europeans killed and wounded. 
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When I was iti Pondicherry a learned French lawyer, who took 
most patriotic interest in the history of his court! rynien in India p 
told me that there was in the archives some important evidence as 
to La Bourdonnais having taken a bribe, lie also, wltti the cha¬ 
racteristic generosity of his race, gave me the following an.tlienticrated 
copy of the document, The translation was made by Mr. Markheimi 
Fellow of Queen's Codrge* Oxford, whose death deprived that Uni¬ 
versity of one of her brilliant sons. 

"21 August, 1747. This day, twenty-first of Angus! 1747+ at 
four o'clock In the afternoon, I was summoned by Mr. Duplcix to 
act as Interpreter between him and Mr. Savage* formerly Councillor 
at Madras and now ready to leave on parole for Ceylon. Mr. Savage 
asked me to make his best thanks to the Govern® ur lor all the civili¬ 
ties which he had received from him, and on his own part to assure 
him of his everlasting gratitude. The Govemour, after making 
response to this compliment + requested him as a proof ol friend¬ 
ship to tell him Itnw much Mr, Morse ami the Madras Council had 
given privately to Mr. de La Bourdottnals, and to declare to him 
there and then* In a friendly way* and in secrecy, how the business 
had been done* Mr* Savage, very much surprised by this un¬ 
expected request, appeared lo hesitate in his answer I con¬ 
sented, lie said, to all that was done+ ami I signed. What will Mr T 
Duplcix think of me if I myself reveal operations at which I should 
be the first to blush. Never mind, replied Mr. Dtiplcix, anybody 
would have done the same in your place ; you did your bent In 
extricate yourself,, atid to get out of the hands, of the victor whose 
overtures you were obliged to accept, however Inconsistent they 
might appear to j r ou with straightforwardness and with your honour 
able sentiments which are known to me. 

11 This answer cleverly given reassured Mr. Savage. After 
several long-winded compliments he required of Mr- Duplcix his 
word of honour that be would not mention lb® matter and made 
the same request of me. Mr. Duplets insinuated that he did not 
ask him the question with Intent to use his name, hut simply anti 
solely, in order to get a duo ; that he knew already a great deal, but 
in a confused way, and without being positively sure. 

“ Your Madras Loaned mu si have already written to you Mly 
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about JL said Mr. Savage, for our English gentlemen of I hr hill 
have revealed to them Lhc whole mystery. Mr. Duplrfx answered 
that nothing had been I old I hem. Pardon me, replied Mr. Savage. 

I was present when some of our gentlemen took Mr. Morse to task 
for this matter. They blamed him for the way In which lie had prac¬ 
tised upon Lhenu but (added) that he would not lake advantage of 
it* since Lhey had revenged themselves by the exposG they had mode 
of all his secret manoeuvres to the gentlemen of the Pondicherry 
Council then at Madras. I ant surprised, lie continued* that so 
public a matter arul which has been in the mouths of so many mal¬ 
contents* Is not known to you In ail its circumstances ; you know 
the public treaty of the eleven lacs; the secret article was that we 
were to give privately lo Mr. La Bourdommls one lac down, lo save 
the town from pillage and secure private properly from aggression- 
“ Did he receive She whole lac? asked Mr* Dupldx. 

+> No, but lo my knowledge he received Ln gold and silver ns well 
a* in diamonds eighty-five to ninety thousand pagoda, and if he 
had but wailed a day longer the whole sum would have been paid- 
,h From whom was the sum levied 7 From the English resi¬ 
dents ? Were the Malahars made to contribute 7 1 have not been 

able to dear up this point, hut they complain loudly. And as to 
the Armenians what was extracted from them before they were 
Jet loose from prison 7 

11 I do not believe that till then anything had been got out of 
them. buL If the Lowti had remained in our possession, they would 
have been compelled to tin as the others did. 

11 Who were those malcontents who cried uuL so much against 
Mr, Morse and his Council ? 

'* They were Messrs. Fawkes Junior and many others, because 
after contributing to the payment of this lac with their most clear 
and portable properly, they saw by the way matters were going 
that their goods were going to he confiscated* nothing Less than 
that. Don't ask mo more about it, he continued* yon will see all 
these underhand dealings in the English public papers next year: 
there have been so ninny complaints lbat they cannot foil to be 
noised about In Europe. I wish that ail that has passed at Madras 
could be forgotten, l can only think of IL with abhorrence. 

11 I asked him how many boxes of piastres there were In the 
Treasury' the day when the Lawn was taken. 

y 11 J cannot recollect the exact number* he said. Bui, Kir* I 
answered him by the minute of Lha dt liberations, which is In your 
handwriting, there were in the last days of August eighteen boxes- 
This record goes ns fur as the sixth or seven! h of September. Your 
. . * and no mention is made in il that piastres had been taken oui 
of the Treasury, J have noticed In all this record that as soon as lhr> 
were drawn, and even before; you did not fail to make an entry of it. 
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" Yes* he said, there musL have been eighteen boxes. and no 
doubL they were there. 

iJ He was much surprised when I Lold him that there were only six* 

” This Is the gist of whet passed in that conversation. On leav¬ 
ing Mr* Duplet* asked me to put it down in writing, so Thai he 
rnighL he the belter able to remember iL \Uiich J did as accu¬ 
rately as possible before seven o'clock ill the evening this twenty 
Ant of August 1717. „ (Sr ffn «f) Fbjell. 

11 t the undersigned certify nti my soul and conscience that the 
contents of this document arr- ime and were told me by Mr Say age 
In English which I interpreted In French to the said Mr. Duptefx 
at Pondlchen.% at had past seven in the evening, this twenty first 
Of tbis August 1747. .. ( 5 ^ ncrf) Fnrn.r.. 

" I the undersigned Councillor tn Ihe Higher Council and coin- 
m and an l of Karikni, certify that the present document was presented 

me by Mr. Duplcix, commandant general of India at Ihe very 
moment when it was completed by Mr, Frlell, and that I read it 
after having previously given my word of honour to the said Mr. 
Du pic ix to keep a profound silence on its contents. In consequence 
of the same pledge which had been required of tho^e Iwo gentlemen 
by Mr. Savage at Pcndlchcry at hail past seven in the evening, this 
twenty first of August 1747. - {Siljn(d) Paradis. 

(Copy). " Pondicher 10 Aprils 18713, 

“ The Conservator of the Library and 
of the Old Records 

" (Signed) De Gacok. 

Stamp of the Old Records of PondichrFy." 

II 

Archive* des Affaires Efmngeres, Glngy fut pris en 17&0 par les 
Mfmoires ct Documents. Francois sur les Maurcs* 

A sic* 

VoL 12. 

ff + 142—143* 

Ccsi unc fortcresse qdl o 4600 to 1st s dc circuit. Elle renfrmie 
7 forts* dont quatre soul aulant de monl agues qni sc ccmmimlqucnt 
par des eourlines Ires elendues. La pJus amsidGrable a POO toises 
de long el n'est ibinqute que par une esp^ee de tour saiJErmlc ft 
qui n'esl pas protfig^v par se* flancs. 

Cetle [dace extraordinaire cst tr^s foible par differed end roils 
les montugnes scutes soul de difficile scciIs, mala si eloigruhs Jes unre 
dcs autres* qu a elies ne peuvent se proteger mutudiement. 
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3/atdle on village qui depend dc Gingy rst Ires considerable el 
lr#s peuplle. EJle est siluec dans la plaine au pied de la courting 
prktclpale dont on vienl de parler. 

Tons Ips mUHairpS onl pen s c que la communication rntre Fnndi- 
chery el Gingy dtolt trls difficile a gardcr, parcc qiie 1c pays qoi est 
entre deux n*est que plaine. U faudrott copstruire beaucoup de 
rednntcs el des ligncs qui ne pniiroient £tre gardens que par tin numbre 
dc troupes Lrop considerables pour une campagnie do commerce* 

Gmgy luy mo me on dtm an de beaucoup pour sa surety et cello 
d« rlcoltes qui en dependent. L'air y est iris mauvais et l ean n f y 
vaut riem 

Gingy. ii 18 lieues da ns les lerres, u'est d'au ciine ui Ult I 
pour le commerce des Europeans. 

On pout r' engager a rendre Gingy aux Maine?. si cette place 
entre nos mains fait, quclqu'abstacic on sued* des negotiations. 

Mats. comnie ks Anglois iv'y out an cun limit, if faut hlen sc garder 
de la leur tedcr. Nous nc ferions un emiemy du nabab d'Arcatte, 
A qui ccLtc place xipporUeiiL et peul elre raeme des Maratle-V qui y 
out des droits, car aucienneititut 11s in Violent lea maltres ; mats il 
vaut minis favomer lc nahab ti’Arcflttc que Jes Msratles. dont l p ex- 
ptifsioti do Louie la cote, si i-LJe cst possible, est plus avantageuse oil 
commerce. 


Ill 
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Mirmim el Documents* 

A sie. 

VoL |3 P 
fl. 192-1&7* 


Relation de 3 a Balallle donnle 
It l*r p*t % i jso 9 entre lei 
trouppes frnn^olscs common dees 
par M* d’AntcttU et celles de 
NaMFzinguc, comruaudees par Ma¬ 
homet All Kan, pres de Ctravady, 


Monsieuji,— 

Je vans ecrivis deux mots sur 3e champ de batlaillc pour vous 
apprendre F'beureux succes de not re cntrcprlse, me rt servant dc 
vous en fatre le detail a Lite reposde. 

Je joignis, scion vos ordres, Tarmte de Mt dc La Touche, campee 
a Qrayady le 31 du mois dernier ft onus hcures du sole. Je trouvay 
tout le munde dans la joye qu'avoit caus£ ]y reussitte d ? une affaire 
(qui nestoit rFabord qu’une escarmouchc) ct qui deyint generule 
pur Tcxccution des ordres que Mt de La Touche avoft domk a M r 
de Hussy, qui partit vers Les trois heurcs apres midy as r cc sa coru- 
pagnle, Puymorln et ses grenadiers ct M f de Gaix pour ay do major, 
CeLte petit 1 - troupe pouvoit composer environ cent blanes. Ede 
esloit suivie dc quelques centaines dc cipayes a pied el a cbeval, 
commundcs par Chek Assem* et quelques Caffres. 
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M r de Bussv avoit ondre d'engager line affaire generate m'il en 
trauvoit 1’occasion et qu'it le jugcal a propos, Mr Puymorin n'avalt 
li abord ete envoys que pDUr rtegager Mr* Dnrouvray et Goranger. 
fjLii a\ment air&te tin convoy, et qu r ou disoit etre enlonres par toiiti 
I arm&e. Le Convoy, par Iji protection do ces Messieurs, ce rend it 
nu camp malgre les efforts des ennemis + 

xMt de Bussy prit sur Ju droitc, M! Fuymorin estdit sur la gauche* 
et, k une demie licit* au dossils de laldGe de Panerouty, Its tiwrtwnt 
i ennemy r I] n h y avail pour lors que de la cavakrfe, que rie Bnssy 
chassa d ^vanl luy. Pujrmorin H les dragons, a pres en avoir fait 
an taut de leur edt£, jolghLrent lei volontaLrcs, Toute Pa mice en~ 
nemle sort3L pour tors de son camp. M r de Bussy, qui connoissoit 
les intention* de M T de la Touche, fit feniir, et envoyoit des petits 
petotona de dix k dou^c homines po ur les attirer. Ola cut le slice is 
qu it en esperoit. L ennemy, voyant peu de moncle, s’nvanga nssez 
pour que le S' Fkdny, qui commandoit une piece de canon, ptit 
tirer a mjtraiUe snr un corps dc ca valeric. Pendant ce tents, toute 
rinranterie enncmle s’aYiingoiL Bu&sy, voyant la chose an gr£ des 
desjrs de M! de La Touche, se reUra k qiteJques cinquante tDiscs 
de 1 endroit ou il estoEt. 11 fit ealrer sn petite troupe duns tin ravin, 
mit son canon sur une hauteur, ct fit fasse k toute Larm^e par un 
feu continue!* MT* Garanger et DurTjuvray avolent nils leurs dragons 
sous des fttfrltis* d'oii ils falsolent feu sur ce qui se prcsentoiL M r 
de Buisy envoyn un dragon a MT de La Touche pour Luy fake part 
de so situation, mats ce courrhT fut pris; La Touche, qui a volt 
son dessein, u'en attendit pas un second, il march a avec tout 
son monde ct toute larUfkiic, et fit la plus grande diligence. 

Puymorin et do Calx, qui ddcouvrirent nos troupes les premiers, 
llrent crier un : Vive le Roy \ Bussy, fdors, poussa les rnnemis de 
son cote et La Touche culhuta tout ce qui s# trouva du sien. IVU 
de Saba din, qui coininandoit LartlJIerfe, la scroll avec vivacite. 

La Touche cut hien voulu poiuser jusqu'au rump, mais il fit 
reflexion qu il y avoit encore pres d^une Ikfie, quTI faisost presque 
nuJt, que son month £toit fatigue ; et d’ailJcurs, sgachant que jc 
rlrvots a reiver, il prefera le certain k 1’In certain, ct jugea a propos fie 
Tester sur les avantages d'une asse?. helle joumce. La perLe de s 
ennemis fut considerable, n n p y eut de notre efite que deux sold at 5 de 
blesses et un Cafire, ct Ee pauvro Mt Deligny, qui regal dons les reins 
un coup dungcreux rie noire propro feu, par I ftourrierie ct Lardeur 
fTnn can oilier qui mil le feu k sn pi^cc avant d'avertlr. Cel ofilder 
se Irony a malhoureusemejit devant, et un morceau du volet le touch a. 

YoiJ&, Monsieur, dans queJ Hit j p ay trouvi les choses. Cette 
belle joumee n t estolt que le pr^ludo de In victoLre la plus comp let to 
et la plus heureuse qu on puisse deslrer. Tout Hmt sy hien dispose 
poor unc aHalrc generate, qu it nc resloit qu h n itnnnrr lordre dc 
balaillc et k fairs la disposition de Messieurs les officiers, 

3 £ 
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Les grenadicrs, command^ par Puymorln cl 1 Ingres. avoienl 
a vet eu.\ Jes Dragons, qul out k leur t etc M? Garanger et Durouvray ; 
ccc>' c&loit [’avant-garde. Le corps dc hataillc etoit forme des pelatons 
comrnandes par M" Tilleau, Verry, Heniftrt. Legrfi, Baulaine, 
Somcy, Lcs estrangcrs estoient conduits par M- Vansandeyk. La 
compagnic de Bussy forcnoit larrie re-garde el cstoit conduUc par 
HP* «p George et l.e Normand. M? Sabadin. Gallon!, tt Piecing' 
commandoienl lartlllerlc. M' de La Touche dcvoil coiuluire la 
droitc T and M' Bussy la gauche, lorsqu'on se meltroit en bataiilr 
Ml Law. major general, a volt pour ayde major M” dc Calx et Demons, 

Nous sortlmes ainsy de noire camp If premier de ce mats, it deux 
heures apr^s mldy, et murcta&mes sur trois colomies avee nos clpayes 
droit a I'rnnemy. I'ne helire eL demic apr£s, nous decayvtlmes le 
efunp dc Mahomet All -Kan, qui s’estcndolt le long de la riviere dc 
Poniar, quit avolt & doa ; la drolle et la gauche estoient appuyes 
a deux petits vilages i> rules. Cc camp cstoit re tranche par inter¬ 
val!^ L'Lnlsnterie occupoil et retranchonent, la cavalerie eslolt 
a dieval par pros corps en seed ride ligne, Les tintes estoient presque 
loutes debout. Trois grands pavilions notfoient dans le milieu du 
cojnp. Jc dis alorv a M' Law de melt re l armfe cn batalllc, re qu'U 
evecuUi avec tout I’ordre possible, seconde par M" de Calx et Demons, 
qul se donndrent loufi lcs mouvemen* n^ecssaires. 

Nos Francois occupoient le centre; lcs cipayes de Mouzaferkan 
la drake, ceux de Chet Assent la gauche, In cavalerie noire stir Irs 
ayles. Notre arLilicrie fut distribute sur lout le front de L’armfc, lcs 
chariots de munition estoient en ligne dtrtiir* nous. Lc terrain nous 
permettnnt de inarcher dans cet ordre, nous aJIamcs a 1‘ennemy. 
Quand je fus a porter de canon, je 11s faire alte. Bfl? dc La Touche ft 
de Bussy prlrent leur poste. k premier Je commandement dc la 
dreite. ft de Bussy a la gauche. Jc prtay pours lors te pere Thomas 
de (lonner la benediction. Cel aumdukr, qui joint a la quality de lion 
pritre, colic d’hornmc de valeur, fit une bonne et courLe exorial ion 
et assura sa benediction d’un coup de pistol et. Je don nay le signal 
A 1’artillcrie, qui fut servic dans f In stunt avec une telle vivorilcc que 
t'ennemy abbsmdonna presque set. relranchemeus de cctte premiere 
salve. Me tournanl alors du eoU du soldat, je leur dis: Eninas, 
qul m’aime me suive I Sa bonne voiontec qui, rslant souletiue 
par ]a fe mu' lee dc MP les oillckrs, se manliest a par un cry de ; 
Fonssnns. Je Rs mettro I’artillerie en route; Je conlins men 
centre avec I’ayde des braves official's qiii y estoient. Jc n etois 
nullement cinharrusse des deux ayltis. j'y avois La Toil die et Bussy. 
Fuymorm et Jes dragons lsusoient toojours J 1 avant-garde A la droite 

d£ Nous inarch limes dons un ordre admirable. Les commandants 
des deux ay les, les offlclcrs majors, les commandants dartmeric, el 
tout ks offiders des pelotons contribuerent a sc bon ordre, Je vis alors 
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des mouvemens chez I'eanemy qui paroissoienl plus el re de ton fu¬ 
sion qu'auLre chose. Je Els faire alte line scconde tols et dounay le 
signal k FartHIerlfc, qni fit lies men elies tee qui ne ponvott £tre uutre- 
nienl) ayant de boms ehels. Mr GaDanJ et So ho din avoient FceU 
pur Lout* 

13 y avail d£jft qudque terns que nous essuyons les salves du 
canon de Femtcmy, qni estait repundu sur Lout le front de raltaque, 
el en grande quantitde. Nous it'avion* qu uti scldat de ti l esse* 
lorsqu'uue fus*t, qui part it de la droite de rennerny* donna duns deux 
chariots de munition, qui snuL4rent a vlngt pus dtrrjire nous, et quL 
par le plus grand bon hear du monde, ne bJess£rent ouenn hlanc* je 
yta avec plnisir que eel a n "avoit foil quanimer le snldat, an lieu de lay 
fain 1 Ju maindre impression, Les fiizeeu t quelques dechurges dr mous- 
qneteiie dont les bulks venoicut u nous, ni'amioncurcnl qii'il eloit 
temps d’enUw dans le camp. J en dummy Lord re, qui fui execute 
SUr le champ, cliaque aiUcier cantenant so troupe ati rnlenx. 

II se Irunva qudque difficult*? & la gauche, alt Violent Bunsy et 
Law qul TuvoU Joint. L'enncmy avoJt coup^ un rulueau, qui avail 
inonde k passage ; mais, les nfHeim ui a reliant tou jours, le sold at 
ne s'apper^ut qu'ii peine de ce peLit obstacle, it le f ranch! t el se LrouvU 
duns le camp en meme Lems que le centre el ki druiLc I Nous fumes 
dans mi Instant mnitres de tout, Les uCTMers luenolcnt leurs troupes 
m sj bon <srdn\ qne le soklat ne pens* qu'A ltd we son ennemy, el 
luissa It pillage. 

Nous poussames la vktoire a ussy loin qne nous pumes. Lev fuyards 
so pretripilukoL duns la rlvlAre avec confusion, II y en cut beauconp 
de noy&s* (Juclques corps de cavokrie qui avoient pris la plain c» 
semblaient avoir enyie de fair? im coup do valetJr, muSs rarLilkrte, 
qni avoit pour soul Sen V ill con cl Puynnirin, les mil blent^L en desordre* 
eL les for^u « prendre com me les autres le party de la fui Lie. Ainsy, 
nous cumes le plaisir de voir pris de qninze mi lie cavaliers en derout e r 
et qua Ire k cinq mil fanla&sln* so predpiter en desonlre dans la rlvkre T 
apres avoir puss* sons le feu il'iine par tie do uotre mousquetvrie. 

Je ne puis vous dire la quantitee de munlLion de guerre Et de 
buuche qui se trail va dans ce camp; elk est luconccvubk, Je lls 
sauter tonles les poudri*res + et dims un Instant cet am as dc ten Les 
et de paiilotes fat embrastb J emmcMy ce que je pus irarLUierle, et 
je sorlis du camp u minuit pour reLoumer a Oravinly. Je lai^tay dans 
le camp ennemy quelques ceutatnes dc clpayes. rt &£$ la pointe du 
jour j'envoyay cent bluncs ft toutes ks troupes noires paur sVmpurcr 
dcs vivres et des munitions de guerre, Le tout s upporLe continuclk- 
meut a not re camp. 

Nous uvons Lrentc pieces de cation de dilcrens calihrus, deux 
petit 1 ! mortiers de fonie marques nu% armes du Itoy d'AngleLerre avec 
tear munition, Vnt quantity prodigieuse de buites et de bouli ts, 
Quant au\ \ ivres, la prise n’esl pas moLns considerable et consistc 
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t?n Lied, n r , eL plushmriS silling sorted de grains* cbevaux* chamaux d 
el gn anti n am lire de different* efTeU* hail buns que mnuvais onl 
Ifulives dans ue vamp, 

Je ne puis vous dire uu Juste k n ombre- des morts du c&tt de 
rennemy ; nous aurions tons amihaHt£ qu h Ils eat tint plus long terns 
pour en fsire un plus grand carnage* L'on a truuve duns in riviere 
bcuucuup d’hummus el femmes noyez, beaucoup de chevfills td 
da litres best la ux vt une grande qumiLitr de fUftcrents grains abban- 
donnas de Tautre edt£, r 

Une vicLuire aussy compktle ne nous a coillti que quatre bluucs 
de blesses par le fen de Tennemy et dlx-lmlt notrs brilks par Facrident 
de nos chariots. 

Lore que tout le mmide prenoll port a 2a joye que causott eet 
heureux evenemenL if arrjya un ucddenl qui nous aJIligea tausl Le 
pauvre M f Samuy, variant dtitaumcr a vet hi crosse de son fusai 
u ii cheval qui barrait son passage, |e coup part LI qui luy perpa le 
eceur IJ mourut sur lo champ. Je le ILs mi, terror le Jendcinatn avec 
les honneiira aecnu fumes. 

Vollo, Monsieur* le detail de deux joumtks qui ne font pas peu 
d'homiLur u la nation. M™ Jes olflcieFS, dont la conclude merit! e les 
plus grand* eloges, seranl luujours charmds de traveler a la gltiire du 
uom fran^ols, et exeeuterout lou jours nvec ado las projets que you* 
conduises sy sagement et doiit In reus sill e et Lhanfieur vous up par¬ 
ti ennent. 

Je suIs avec respect, Monsieur 

Voire* Signe. 

D'Autejul, Le Prbvost de La Touche, de Bushy, Poymohin, 
Villeon, Law, Sabadin, Very Romaic, Gallard* 

Garaxueh* de S t Geqiige, R Thomas Conway, Demons, 
Equeatne; de Caix, Duchez, Dutwuvray, Piccimr, Le Gtus f 
de S' Mars, Yansandeye* Le Normand. 
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J ovois sulvant vos ordre* detaeM M- de Bussy apr£s la bat a Ilk 
de Ciravady ayec |e nombre de frouppes que voua mavies present. 
Ii march a vers Gingy par lu routte que vous luy avlts donu^. QuelqucA 
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jours upres son ■. I lV] j a r L „ je k suivis a vet: k ro- Le de rarmtfe observant 
de Liisser toil jours son cump volant 11 qiielques Denes devant jiioy# 
comme vane me ravies ordonn^. Nous march] o ns riepufs sept jours, 
et nous avions t Btissy et inoy des non voltes difiereutes ties debris 
de I'armee tie Mohamet Alikon. Les plus vraisembhibles eslolent 
I'envie tju oii nulls illsoit que ce chef avail de se jelter aver scs forces 
dans Ciinj^y, quo nous sembliorts par tms marches vcmSolr attaqiier, 

Bussy arrlva avec sa petite armec lis Jieuvksnie jour ije so inardie 
h Moustakgoty* d'aii Ton ticcouvre Gingy* qui n r en est qu"& une Ueue. 
I/on sfaiL que cette place e&l une des plus iarles de L a Inde. La 
vllk est entour&e d'un beau mur, la cJladeile est unc pL4ce Smpren- 
abJt aux Aslatiques deiTendile pur des Europeens. II y a de plus sept 
moutugnes d"un accfe dilDclk, sur le haul dcsquelfei U y a des dta- 
dcLJes lirta bleu i-uusl riutes. Tuutes ces lort ideal ions sonl ^fljfdies do 
canons de fer el tie bronze depots 4 £ de balks jusqu'a 36 £ et on 
grand nombre H 

Bussy campa a la vOe de Cftte place a neuf heures du matin, 
Peu do tems apres, on Iuy vlnt dire que MaJmmet Alikan, qui avolt 
rauiasse sept u mil cavaliers# deux milk pious el mlQf dp ayes 
undo is avec hull pieces de canon, devolt J'aUaqucr et profiler tie 
noire separation, M J de Bu^sy avolt d'autant plus de peine a croire 
cc qiTon luv disoit que ses espions favoient assure- de I'eloignement 
de hannee ennemie a sou approche, dependant, il ne negligea pus 
cet avis. 11 st! prepara ii reeevoir rennemy et envoy a quelques cav ti¬ 
llers a Jn dccouverie, qui vinrenl Iuy dire que I'anm-e s'avangoU oil 
bon ordre. II ne luL pas long tains Iuy mCme A hi dccouvrir. II y 
avolt un peLit village bride que Bussy se mil a dos vl dans kquel IJ 
pluca un pidoltm dlnfanterie pour garder scr bn gages, U se mil 
en balailk en avnnl de ce hatneau, ses cipayes, commandos par Chek 
Assem (qui fit bien) sur la drolie et sur la gauche, et pin 9 a son art illerie 
<ie fafon qu'll put fa I re face partout. Connuksant hi maiu.ee vre des 
emnernis a qui il avail aJTaire <qul esl d'entuurrn II detarha W Le 
Norm and svec un peloton pour skztiparer de quelques cases qui 
Gtokdl u la portee du moiisquet de sa droile, el dunL il lira grand 
party. 

i/ennemy, pendant ces preparulifs, s'avs.uiyolt luujoiirs. U 
commen^a & canoner. SV Gallarti commandoit rnrlilkrie, qui con- 
sistolt en 4 pieces, la fit seryfr avee toute la vivacitye possible, 
l/tnncmy* con Ire sun ordinaire fafon de com battre, ne se rampoil 
point el t i ul la bardiesse de veiiir & la porl£e de In rqo us que LI trie, 11 
paya cher cctte demurche, Bussy* qui eatott en LuilulIIe r avolt pour 
adders M ri de B 1 Georges# Very + Pnidcau, Lk> Normaml et de Caix, 
ay do major. Second^ par ces braves gens : , il mil biembt rennemy en 
desordre. La plainr lilt cn un moment jondile d'homines et de 
chcvaux- L'lnlanttric s'tRtoil un peu eloign ee et canon noil ton- 
}our^ T Lcurs canons esLqlent servis par une vingtolne d'Europ^ens* 
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tlouL pi |a&i eurs Jurent tuitep eaLr'nutres un Alleruand Llcsse qu'il fit 
prisonnkT, tl qui moumt qudqucs heures apres T 

Anx premiers coups b^llc jcnteiidis, je fls battre Jn generate. Je 
Qs lutiLe la diligence possible, Je n<- fu* pus Jong terns ii me tro Liver 
ii portae de canonner les corps qui s'estoient mie mire Tarrqee wancto 
et may. Us furent bhntfit obliges de repasser sons lie feu de Hussy r 
qui en a b bat it tin bon nombre. Pendant ce terns* il a veil €u une 
piece de canon de demon tee, qntdques soldats de blesses. M” de 
CaLx et Prudeiiu estoienL de ce nombre. le dernier daugereusement, 
Sassy, ntins voyauL a peu de distance de lay. rappella M h Le 
Norm and, qiTIl avulL envoys pour d6gagrr six braves soJdats. qui. 
quoyque blesses, de lien do lent depute long terns deux mortkers a 
grenades, qui eussen.t *16 pris sans ce secours el cela par la faute dc 
quelques soJdats d’artlltcri# a qui 11s nvoient 616 donnes en garde. 
Bussy poussoil devant Any I’enneny qui perdait beaucoup de mande 
pur not re arllllerie. M“ ViUeon T Puvmorin et Dugrez avec les dragons 
que j "a vote del ache joignirenL hientfit Bussyv qui, av« ce renfort. 
poursidvoit Mai i am it Alikan sans r cliche. II estoit derja sous les 
canui]s des forts que Ton liroit sur luy, quand |e priay M* de La 
Touche dc prendre le com man dement du rcste de J'flimee, qui 
s'avan^olt toujours en hou ordre. Je jnfgnis Bussy pour prendre 
uvec Juy le parti le plus ecm venable, Je sentote Lien comme luy 
qittl la licit profiler de la terreiu oil I eimemy estolt. Je le taksay le 
inallrc d'entrer dans la viile avec sa trouppe, ce quit cxecuta sens 
perte de terns. et Jut se placer a dnqiiante totees de la citadefie. Mt 
de J*a Touche avoil decouvert quelqnes corps des eunemis qui 
paroksoient youIdLt en venlr aux. mains. II fit faire alte et m en 
donna avis ; M r Law Jut del a the avec sa compagtiic. mats reimenvy 
relira y son a pp rot he. Nous a It end ions des nouvellcs dc Bussy, 
qui vlnt kirn UH nous faire port de la situation des choses. Pendant 
lout ce terns, le canon des citadelies fais&it grand feu. Bussy n’avoEt 
eu ncaiitmoins qu’un soldal de blessu & son passage, Ln Touche, 
qui ma reholt a la tflte du rafite de l'amitfe quo j'avois fait mettre tn 
colon ue. vit Its sol dots rjc son premier rang cm port 6s d H un coup de 
canon. Nous exit runic s dans In vilk vers les 7 heures du soir, uu 4 
up res avoir fail placer les chariots de munitions dans lea rues de 
Leave me** je dtitribuay les Lmuppes et Jc fis border en dehor* La 
place pur les cipayes. Je fls placer TartilJcrlfc et les deux murtiers, 
qui fnrenl ser\ r is par M- Gullard avec Ionic rnctibritC imaginable. 
^I n dc S- George t V r ei^f et Lc Norm anti furent commnndcs pour 
dormer J'escalnde a un d t# forts au couch^ de ia lune, ce qu'Us exe¬ 
cutin’nt avec beauccup de valeur. PuyTnoriji et les Dragons estolent 
desllnds u soulenir ceux qui devoient attacker les petards aux portes 
du fori principal, et que je devote forefr avec De La Touche et de 
Hussy, Pend aint ce lems, rennemy fa iso i I grand leu de mousqueteric 
et de canon et jet toil quad Lite de fouqueUes. Nous avion* d6ji six 
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hommeri de lue> et queiqucs runs] cte blesses, lorsquc j 'envoyay M* 
Du Rouvray reconnoitre la porte. Ct brave ofilelcr, eu se re Li rant, 
rc£ut un coop de fusil au t ravers du corps* dont M est morl Je lende- 
main, avec le regret de tous ses caiuarades. 

Law m'ay ant rendu complc des dispositions, nous rcstimes 
dans eette situation jusqu'au coucher tic la iuup, quli eMoit le signal 
pour ngir de tous cotia. Ceprmlanti Mf GalJsrd area bln 11 1'ennemy 
de grenades, Vers les \ hen res du matin, j'entendk trier Vive te 
Hoy snr uni: dcs mcmtagnes, L'estoit de S> George, Very et Lf 
Norman il* qui avnient execute co dont jib avnient fitiS charges, 

Je fls pour tors petarder les partes de lu citadetle principals. qui 
rentemie unc belle vide. L'ennfltny prit JYpauvente et, aprfci 

quelqiics inousquetades, Lu fuik. Dans mains d'unc heart 1 , nous 
fumes malt res de tout. Les fu yards se retirereiit dans deux for- 
lcresses placecs stir dcint hautes moot agues que nous avion* a dos 
el se defTendircnt encore que I que terns. Ils nous avoient deja blesses 
pEusteur* so Idats. M! Klne, ofDder de la Gampagnks et range re, estoit 
du nombre des blesses. 

Mala M f - Luw t avec Jes dragons t ohligeu bienlot re reste dYnncmys 
a fuir, et nous fumes IranquiJcs possessctirs de Gfngv ct de- tq \n scs 
forts. 

Je m mettre pav-Hlon et gamispi) pariniit, On n trouve sur 
Lous, res forts dr^i munitions de guerre en quantity Tart ill eric Ires 
nombreuhe ct Ires belle* heaucoup d'aulres armes a leu. 11 nc 
fallen l pour defTendre ces posies que des braves gens qui rouiassenl 
seuiemcmt des pierres, tun I ces forts sont redou tobies ef de ditVicile 
aeces. II y a volt line qua rant nine d'Eurupeens repandus flans Ions 
ces posies ; les vingL dcserleurs de la QnnpdgTite anglulse estolenL 
du nombre. 

II laul que Fctmcmy ait raecommode les end rolls que Ee S' La Roche 
vous a dlt fire lombes, dependant, nous n'avons rien vu de nenl, 
et tout est innaccessiblc. LYn ne revient pond <1c sa surprise de 
se t mover da ns de Idles places h si bon marche. El eut, fallu des 
eebrles de qua rants pleds pour escalader le fort dont nou5 uvons 
petard^ les portes, Cette dtadeUc u un grand foss^ btem revf^tu, et 
ii>mmuniquc h loules les autres niotitagnes par lies courtines pra- 
tEquees dans les roebes, Ceux qui vous onl dit p Monsieur, que ces 
forts estoient aceessibles dans certains endroIts P n’en avaieilt nolle 
connoissance. Tous les dp ayes do l Asle n'cusscnt jamais os^ se 
presenter devanl de tellrs pieces* 

Tout cst trmnquiJe, J ay re^u le snlamy <lu rajah du vleux Gingy. 
Nous snmmes occupes a ramnsscr les provisions de guerre el de 
bouclie qui ^ont en grand nombre, II ue nous a pas £le possible d T ein~ 
pecher le pillage, qui, au rcstc, est a^scz Juste, dans une place prise 
rl f escalade. Je i T ay fait cependanL cesser le plus tot que j ay pu. 
Je IravailJe a rassurer J’habilunL Je vous envoye pnsonnitr celuy 
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qtii commandoit en P absence du gouvemeur, qu1 est a Arcattc depuis 
quelque tcms, 

tine bid at He gagnee sous ies murs rf*tme place que Von emporte 
d’escalade dans hi mknc nult ne nous cotite que riix hommes de tues, 
danl le psuvre M*. Du Rouvray* unjse blesses* du nombre desquels 
sont M™ de Calx, Pradeau el KIne. 

La pertc des ennemis u fit ft plus con&Sdftrabk que jamais dans la 
ha ladle. La plains en etoit eouverte* L r on a passft an ft 1 de Fftpfte 
tout ce qui s*est trouvt en armes dans les different* endroits qu 4 on a 
escalades. Le sold at p conduit par d'aussl braves a Aiders, a marque 
dans Louies ces dlflercrdes actions, un intrepirtUft digue de tnute& 
sortes de Jouanges, 

Ltt *iJnire de Unites res victoires vans est deuh, Monsieur, puisqu'on 
ne fail qu'exenjter vos ordres. M^ 1 los clHders vous rcmereknl de 
kur procurer des occasions dc sc dMingucr et de travalttcr ii la gknra 
du nom fran^ois. Ils vous presentent toutes ces eonquetes en sjgne 
rfc leurs reconnoissanees, et ne cess emu L de vous donner des preuves 
de leur zftkr. 

J'ay Hi onnear d’etre avec respect* 

Monsieur, 

Votrc trfts humble et trfts obftissant servReur* 

(SignA) rVAuTEum. 

Le Provost de La Touche. 

De Bussy et Law, 

A Gingg* ce 1-1 1750. 



PuiNTFB 1^ CizzlLL ^ Cl^ur^T, LEKinCj U Bf[|l Siun^r LpjttHJU, tl.L'.jl 
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